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VIP’s:  Jasmine and Will 

   Lexi and Kimberley 

Learners of the Previous Week:  Ivy, Paige and Jenson  

       Elora, Leisha, Amira and Sebastien 

 

Housepoints:  

Skiddaw 289 Helvellyn 284  Blencathra 213  

 
As part of our outdoor maths challenge, we have been stretching our 

knowledge of fractions in Year 3 and 4 and the links between 

fractions, decimals and percentages in Year 5 and 6. We were 

challenged to draw lines of different lengths of the playground, then 

calculate a range of fractions from halves, quarters and three-quarters, 

to fifths, tenths and thirds; making links to our knowledge of 

multiplication and division facts. In Year 5 and 6, we started with the 

same challenge, but needed to calculate the equivalent decimals and 

percentages. The final part of our afternoon was transferring some of 

our learning onto pieces of string of the correct length using masking tape, so that we had 

another opportunity to practise our new skills. We enjoyed 

reflecting on our learning too, as Miss Hutton took some time-

lapse videos of our challenge that show each calculation being 

formed and recorded. We 

hope to share these with 

you on the school website 

soon.  

 

In science in Class 2, we 

have started to plan our 

investigation to answer the 

question, “True or False: the 

greater the number of bulbs, 

the dimmer the light?” We 

have made predictions based on our previous experience and learning about electricity, and 

written clear methods and equipment lists. We have been expanding our use of scientific 

vocabulary, by identifying the variables in our investigation, and have applied our 

understanding of electrical symbols when drawing accurate diagrams. We are looking forward 

to completing our investigations.  
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In Literacy, Year 5 and 6 have been exploring the language and 

symbolism in our new book, FArTHER. We have been intrigued by 

all the tiny little details that the author has woven into the 

illustrations and plot- especially when you don’t notice them at 

first. We have been thinking carefully about how the characters 

have been portrayed; even though there is no description about them, or what they are like. As 

this book is mostly a picture book, we are working towards writing the story in full- aimed at 

other Year 5 and 6 children.  

 

In maths Year 5 and 6 have been solving problems with multiplication and 

division. We have been using a range of models and methods to help us, 

including the bar model, part-whole model and formal written methods. 

Some of the problems have been challenging but perseverance has paid off, 

with cries of “YES!” being heard around the room when we have been 

solving problems together! It is lovely to see such a positive attitude 

towards maths learning! By the end of the week, all children in Class 2 

will have been issued with their new maths passports that include their 

number-fact targets to practise at home. There are tips for grownups at the 

back, but all children are very excited to prove that they have learned new number facts so 

that they can head off on their next adventure! 

 

In topic this week, we have started to design and 

plan our next Makey Makey challenge: interactive 

maths dictionaries! We have decided to create 

dictionaries on everything from 2D shapes to prime 

numbers and have been linking our knowledge of 

science, design and technology, maths and literacy 

to create a fantastic product that can help 

everyone with their 

maths skills! So 

that we can record 

our information 

using the Scratch 

software, we have started to 

write our play-scripts in small 

groups, making links to our 

knowledge of stage directions 

and accurate punctuation so 

the reader knows how to 

present the information 

accurately.  
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We have also made our games controllers for our first Scratch 

games and have used them to play our games! We have used 

a range of objects to move our Sprites from left to right: from 

metal containers to jelly and water! We have all started to get 

to grips with ‘if’ and ‘when’ functions when coding and have 

needed to de-bug to find mistakes when our games wouldn’t 

work! 

 

Preparations are well underway for our Christmas performance in Class 2. We 

have been so fascinated by World War 1, that our Christmas play this year is 

“Tin Hats and Telegrams”: the story of World War 1 soldiers, nurses, ambulance 

drives and those left back home.  There are lots of lines to learn and everyone 

has been working so hard to remember what they have to say.  

 

 

Despite the wet, windy weather, children in 

Class 2 have become extremely competitive in 

recent weeks during PE lessons.  Touch rugby 

is proving very popular even though there is 

not much room indoors! 

 

  

 

Lots of exciting things have been happening across Year 1 and 

Year 2. We have performed our class ‘Poppy’ poem in assembly, 

with everyone saying one verse from their super poems. In our 

topic, we have started learning about Florence Nightingale and 

thinking about how things have changed from the past to the 

present. All the children wrote wonderful stories about her life, 

using their knowledge of describing works to add detail.  

 

In literacy we have finished our first attempt at our own 

beginning, middle and endings of our stories. We have tried 

really hard at creating 

exciting animal 

characters who go on a journey. Some of us even used 

our special purple pen to edit and improve our own 

work. We are now ready to have a go at our final 

stories.  
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In Maths we have continued to use lots of different resources to 

help our learning. Children in 

Year 2 demonstrated how to 

use arrays to help their 

multiplication. Children in Year 1 have been trying to make 

addition easier when working with larger numbers. We have 

learnt that by grouping in 10 we can add on more quickly. 

 

Children in Class 1 and Early Years have been working hard 

learning songs for their Christmas play, ‘Whoops-a-daisy 

Angel’. Song words and lines for speaking parts will be sent home soon so they can practise 

with you.  

 

In Early Years this week we created some brilliant bird 

feeders! We began by learning about how some animals 

hibernate or are adapted to the colder weather in 

winter. We then started to create some bird feeders in 

order to support our hungry local birds. We mixed lard, 

bird seed and raisins together and then formed the 

mixture into balls. We are looking forward to putting the 

feeders out and hopefully watching to see if they attract 

some birds!  

We also enjoyed creating some shapes using natural materials in Early Years. 

We used pine cones, conkers and log slices to create a range of different 2D 

shapes. We had to carefully use our noticing skills in order to check that we 

had the correct number of edges and corners for each of our shapes.  

Based on the story of “Whatever Next”, we created some great shadow 

puppets. We looked at some different examples of shadow puppets for 

inspiration and then designed our own. We sketched the outline of the 

character we had 

chosen from the 

story and then carefully cut around 

the outline.  We had a brilliant time 

acting out stories and playing with 

our shadow puppets in the puppet 

show!  
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Dates for your Diaries: 

 

 

Wed 12
th

 December   8.45am Whole School Christmas Trip (Newcastle) 

   

Mon 17
th

 December   2.00pm KS1/Early Years Christmas Play (School 

Hall) 

 

Tues 18
th

 December   1.00pm Christmas Party (School Hall) 

 

Wed 19
th

 December   12.00pm Christmas Dinner 

 

Friday 21
st

 December   2.00pm KS2 Christmas Play (Village Hall) 

 

Friday 21
st

 December   3.30pm End of Term 

 

Tuesday 8
th

 January   9.00am Start of Spring Term 2019 

 


