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th

 September 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Calouen, Theo and Josh N 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  29    Helvellyn  28     Blencathra  25 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our phonics learning this week (in Reception), we 

have focused on our segmenting and blending skills 

alongside the development of our letter recognition 

skills. We have had lots of fun applying our 

learning using magnetic letters, 

making chalk letters disappear, 

playing a splat the letter game and matching log slice letters to letter cards. 

It is great to have the opportunity to practise our phonics skills in really 

practical ways! In Nursery, we have enjoyed exploring different sounds, 

creating sounds outside using beaters on 

different surfaces and playing different listening 

games. We have also used our noticing skills 

when playing Kim’s game to determine which 

items had gone missing when our eyes were 

closed.  

 

In our maths learning in Reception, we have been focusing on using our noticing skills to group 

and match objects. We looked at different characteristics when sorting shells, buttons and leaves 

such as the shape, size and colour. Throughout, we had to carefully use our noticing, reasoning 

and questioning skills to determine the different groups and justify our 

reasons for different groupings. In our maths in 

Nursery, we have also been exploring grouping 

and matching. We played games of dominoes, 

sorted buttons and also matched colourful 

objects into different groups.  
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Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

Last week in outdoor maths learning, we had a 

fantastic time using our reasoning skills to solve 

different mathematical problems in the sand. We 

explored different 2D shapes by using natural objects 

like conkers, log slices and sticks to create the outline 

for the shapes. Some of us even used our learning 

from the previous week to create repeating patterns 

when forming the shapes. We were also challenged to 

count out objects linked to the different numerals 

formed in the sand. We practised forming the numeral 

in the sand and then counted out the corresponding 

number of objects. Our final challenge involved 

experimenting with capacity to fill containers to 

demonstrate full, half full and empty. Year 1 even 

tried creating almost-full and almost-empty 

measures. 

 

In art and expressive arts and design last week, we 

enjoyed exploring tint and shade by adding white or 

black to a primary colour. It was really interesting to 

see how adding white to a 

colour added tint making the 

colour lighter, whereas adding 

black or shade made the colour 

appear darker. We are looking 

forward to 

exploring colour and how colours can be changed 

and mixed more next week.  

 

In our science and understanding the world learning, 

we continued to develop our understanding of the 

human body, this week focusing on the organs in a 

human body, learning about their purpose and how 

they support different bodily functions. We began by 

hunting for different organs around the classroom 

and then matching them to the diagram of a human body. We then 

discussed the purpose of each of our organs, making links to our learning 

about the skeleton last week.  
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In our history and understanding the world 

learning, we have continued to learn different facts 

about the first moon landing. We enjoyed acting out 

the mission using some of our small world space 

toys and Year 1 also created some brilliant drawings 

and descriptions linked to the moon landing.  

 

We also had a visit from the library bus this week 

which was so exciting! We enjoyed listening to a 

story and then each got to 

choose a book ourselves. It 

was brilliant to have the 

opportunity to choose from 

such a grate range of stories!  

 

In RE and understanding the 

world, we have continued to 

expand our knowledge of the 

Christian festival of Harvest. 

We reflected on what Harvest is and how it is celebrated and then also discussed what we are 

thankful for in our own lives.  

 

Excitingly, our adoption packs from WWF arrived this week linked to the fundraising we 

completed last year in our PSHE learning. The packs included a beautiful cuddly toy, information 

packs about our chosen animals – a snow leopard and 

a turtle – and information about the other projects 

currently being undertaken worldwide by WWF. One of 

the children commented “I feel like I need to have a 

happy cry, it is so exciting!”. We are all so excited and 

proud to be helping animals in need and have already 

planned to create special homes for our snow leopard 

and turtle toys within our classroom.  
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have been stretching 

our planning muscles as we began boxing up our class 

story ‘Flat Stanley’. In this lesson, we looked at all of the 

different features in our model text before imitating the 

structure and innovating on this story.  

 

 

In our science learning this week, we have been stretching our noticing muscles. We continued 

our learning about materials and their different properties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In phonics, we stretched our 

imitating and collaboration muscles 

as we segmented the words into the 

sounds that we could hear. We then 

worked with a partner to recreate 

the word using play dough, making 

sure that we included all of the correct letters.  

 

 

In PE this week, we have been continuing our work with ball skills. We thought about defending 

and passing in preparation for playing ball games. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been lovely to see so many children in Class 2 engaging with reading and beginning to fill 

up their reading sticker charts in class.  Well done to those children and we look forward to 

handing out our first reading certificates very soon! 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone)  

 

During art this week, we have been super excited to start 

our printing project. Last week, we spent some time 

planning our designs in our art sketch books. We had to 

recall everything we have learnt so far about the Stone 

Age to help us to decide what to include in our printing 

designs. This week, we stretched our noticing skills to 

copy our 

design 

onto our 

polystyrene tile. We had to be very careful with 

our pencil when making an indent onto the tile 

because we discovered that, if we pressed down 

too hard, the pencil would go through the tile and 

make a hole. After spending time going over our 

indents in the polystyrene, we had completed our 

printing designs and we cannot wait for the next 

lesson to carry on with our printing projects.  

 

   

In our history learning, we have been studying Doggerland and the history behind this 

mysterious piece of land that joined the UK to Europe 8,000 years ago. We discovered that divers 

had retrieved Stone Age tools, weapons, skeletons from woolly mammoths and other animals 

from this era. As a class, we watched a video clip all about Doggerland and we found it truly 

fascinating! We made predictions as to why we thought it disappeared and could give detailed 

reasons for our thoughts. For a task we had to use our noticing skills to draw where Doggerland 

would have been.  

We loved our visit to the library bus that came 

to visit school this week! We handed back our books we borrowed to be scanned into the library 
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system. After that, we got the opportunity to choose a new book each. While we were on the bus, 

we had a special story read to us and we used our listening skills to carefully take in the new 

story. After the story had ended we were able to recall the events from the story and could 

answer questions linking to our VIPERS reading work that we do weekly school.  

 

   

This week in geography, we have been learning 

about human and physical features of the United 

Kingdom. We had a lengthy discussion about the 

difference between human (man-made) and 

physical (natural) features and came up with 

examples for each. In mixed age pairs, we had a 

challenge of matching the famous landmarks with 

their correct labels. We had to then work as a team 

to discuss and decide if each one was a human or 

physical feature and came up with reasons why. 

After completing the task, we discussed our 

decisions with the rest of the class and we 

stretched our reasoning skills with one another.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

In our guided reading (or VIPERS) learning, we have been delving deeper into the plot 

by stretching of inference and explanation skills. This week, we explored the 

vocabulary chosen by the author to show that the story 

was set in the early 1900s, before deducing why the twins 

had not been allowed to buy any new dresses in recent 

months. To help us make these deductions, we explored 

the vocabulary that the author had chosen, before making 

links to earlier sections of the plot. We have been fascinated to learn 

more about the Carters and their new guests and are starting to build 

up a picture in our minds about what is happening or what might be 

happening.  

 

Using our model text and VIPERS as a basis for 

our learning, we have written our warm writes 

this week. Imitating the literary features that we have found when reading 

the model text as a reader and as a writer, we innovated on the 

characters, setting and plot by writing our very own wishing tales. We 

made sure that we included two contrasting characters and developed 

them using the ‘show not tell’ approach: this meant that we had to show 

the reader what the characters were like (through their thoughts, actions, 

clothes or voices), rather than telling the reader explicitly. After we had 

written our stories, we edited what we had written to make sure that we 

had punctuated them correctly and included as many literary features as 

we could. After comparing our warm writes to our cold writes at the 

beginning of term, we can already see so much progress! At the end of the week, we used our 

‘boxing up’ template to begin to plan our final stories. We already have lots of ideas and have 

created our own criteria about what it is that we should include to make 

our writing the best that it can be.  

 

In maths, we have been finishing off our 

place value learning. We’ve been 

rounding numbers, solving problems and 

enjoying completing our Flashback 4 

challenges!  

 

 

In our computing learning, we have been learning how packets of information are sent across 

computer networks. We practised unscrambling packets of data and linked this to our learning 

last week about IP addresses and Internet Protocols- it was very important that the packets were 

sent in the right order, otherwise, it wouldn’t make sense! 
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In our French learning, we have been learning how to say different types 

of weather. After recapping the weather that we already know, we learnt 

how to say: ‘il y a du tonnerre et des éclairs’ 

(there’s thunder and lightning), ‘il y a du 

brouillard’ (it’s foggy) and ‘le temps est 

orageux’ (it’s stormy). We also practised 

asking and answering questions about what the weather was like 

in different French cities.  

 

We ended the week with our design and technology learning. This week, we evaluated a range of 

woven products that are available to buy now, as well as historical woven items that are now 

considered artefacts. We stretched our imaging learning muscle to try and work out the materials, 

construction techniques, uses and features of each product, before identifying the features that 

we thought were the most effective. We also made links to our history learning as this project is 

linked to our history learning all about the Maya and we put all the artefacts in chronological 

order. 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

Wow what another busy week! We’re really getting into 

the swing of things in our foundation subjects now. In 

art this week we explored different styles of 

architecture. Using the Royal Institute of British 

Architects’ amazing photo archives, we explored five 

major styles: gothic, brutalism, postmodernism, art 

deco and high tech. We matched our example buildings 

to the correct style and noted down the key features of each style. Next, we looked at the work 

and designs of the architect Zaha Hadid. We learned how she developed a bold and 

controversial new style of architecture which broke all the traditional rules and did not fit within 

any existing styles. We looked at some examples of her buildings and noticed how they used 

many unconventional forms such as sweeping curves and lots of different angles. We then 

learned the term biomimicry. Using our knowledge of root words, we 

worked out that ‘bio’ usually relates to something living and ‘mimic’ 

means to copy. Many of Zaha 

Hadid’s designs use biomimicry 

inspired by the buildings 

surroundings so we looked at 

several of her buildings and tried to 

work out which natural feature had 

inspired its design.  

 

In geography this week, we have 

been learning about the rainforest biome. We located the biome on or world biome maps and then 

used our knowledge of latitude and climate to suggest what the conditions 

and features of the rainforest might be. We thought about the word ‘rain’ 

and why it might be called a rainforest. Next, we used our atlases to 

locate the countries in the world with the five largest rainforests in them. 

We used the index to locate the page number and coordinate for the 

country we were looking for. We had to be careful to make sure we were 

reading the right word and going to the 

correct page which took a lot of 

perseverance. Then we looked at a climate 

graph. We noticed that there were parts of the year where a lot of 

rain fell and parts of the year where it was quite dry. Which 

compared to a temperate forest biome is quite similar, however 

when we looked at the average temperature, we noticed that it 

didn’t change all year round. That is certainly different to a 

temperate biome which has distinct seasons through the year and large changes in temperature.  
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We were lucky enough to have the library van come to visit us this week. Mr Kennedy had 

rearranged the van and the books are now arranged by genre. This meant we could all go find 

books that really interested us, with ease. Many of us had a really clear idea of what we 

wanted and found books to help us learn about topics that interest us and others of us found 

new books by our favourite authors. We were particularly excited when Mr Kennedy said his 

favourite author was Emma Carroll and we could tell him all about how we met her last term!  

 

 

Gardening Club   

 

This week in Gardening Club, we stretched our collaboration and imagining learning muscles to 

weave all the new growth on the willow arch into interesting shapes and designs. We decided 

that we could make lots of different-sized arches that we can use to make dens in, as well as 

gives us more opportunities to play imaginative games at break times. We aren’t quite finished, 

yet, but we’ve made an excellent start!  

As well as gardening after school, some of us have decided to use our break times to plant up 

strawberry runners and tidy up some of the beds, ready for autumn. It is brilliant to see just 

how responsible, enthusiastic and dedicated we are in looking after our school grounds.  
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Cumbria in Bloom 

Can you remember when we were visited by the Cumbria in Bloom judges in July? Well, on 

Thursday, Keith and Pat returned to present us with our certificates. As this was the first year 

that we have ever entered Cumbria in Bloom, we were not really sure what to expect - or the 

standard that was expected by the judging panel and their criteria.  

We are thrilled to announce that we were awarded two certificates! 

For our overall school grounds, pupil knowledge and engagment, 

curriculum enrichment and environmental knowledge, we have been 

awarded not bronze, not silver, not silver-gilt but GOLD! 

There was the biggest gasp and in-take of breath before three 

huge rounds of applause! We couldn’t believe it!  Here are some of our scores 

and judges comments: 
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Next, for our learning and focus on bio-diversuty, we were awarded a very-admirable silver-

gilt, scoring an impressive 80 out of 100! To improve further, the judges explained that we could 

develop our composting and rainwater collection a little more, as well as develop one or two 

other habitiats or wild spaces. We were extremely pleased with this category and award and 

can’t wait to develop this area next year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’d like to say a huge thank you to all children and staff (as well as Anne Hinton who 

continues to help us out at gardening club) for working together to create such wonderful 

learning spaces for our school community! Once the other schools have been told their results, 

we’ll be able to share this news with the wider community and attend a very special award 

event with the mayor of Carlisle at the Civic Centre.  

 

 

 

 

 

Well done, everyone! What a fantastic achievement! 
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Outdoor Play and Learning   

 

We’ve had so much fun 

playing lots of new games 

during our break times, 

this week! We’ve stretched our collaboration and 

imagining learning muscles to take on different 

roles in our play, as well as create dens, use the 

small-word toys and play games like Jenga and 

noughts and crosses. 

On Tuesday, we were joined by Ingrid from 

Outdoor Play and Learning (or OPAL, for short). 

Ingrid joined us for morning break, before having 

a walk around our school grounds and talking 

about break times and what we get up to! After 

that, she met with some of our teachers, Governing 

Body and Parent and Friends Association to work out how 

we can make break times even better- Ingrid was 

impressed with what we are doing already (scoring the 

highest baseline score of all the schools she has visited!) 

and has lots of ideas for what we can do next. She’ll be 

coming back in a few weeks to look at our playground in 

more detail and work with the School Learning and Sports 

and Wellbeing Councils to put our plans into action!  

Following on from Ingrid’s visit, some of 

our Year School and Sports and 

Wellbeing Counsillors decided to use one 

of their break times to begin to redesign 

our play-spaces (or zones as they will 

be called). We already have lots of 

ideas and can’t wait to make a start!  

 

A huge thank you to the Governing Body and PFA for all their support and time this week, too! 
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KidSafe  

 

In Class 3 this week, we have completed our KidSafe learning for this term. This week, we 

recapped all of our KidSafe learning and reminded ourselves - and each other - of all of the 

special rules and messgaes that can use to help keep ourselves safe. As well as this, we learnt 

about what we could do if we hear or see arguments or disagreements at home: everyone was 

very mature in naming trusted adults that they could turn to (even those outside our 

immediate family, friends or community) and how important it is to tell someone 

that we trust whenever we  are sad, scared or worried as nothing can be done 

unless someone knows about our 

yukky feelings. That’s the end of our 

KidSafe learning until after Christmas, 

where we will recap everything that we 

have learnt this term. We have lots of posters up 

around school to help us remember the rules and have 

a KidSafe certificate to celebrate with you at home. 

 

 

 

 


