%@d Week Commencing 27% April and 4 May 2026

Housepotnts total:  Skiddaw- 128 Hel,vzttyn, 143  Blencathra 110

Eartg Years

Over the past two weeks in Eariy Years, we have heen very b,u,sy with our Lea,mi.ng!
phomcs we have heen Ialay ing sound.-talk games, Ld,Q,thlfHLﬂg initial, middle and end

.S sounds, ma,tchmg gmphems to- pictures and explonng magnp,th

letters. In Reco,latwn we have heen

> bu,ddmg confidence with segmenting,
ad blending and writing words with
a.dji acent consonants, hzllo,tng us to read
Ve and write more complex words
Lndzpzndent[y.

In maths in Nu,rsery, we have heen comparing amounts using
the Langu,age more than and, less than, buLLdi,ng towers with 3D shalo,es and, soiving
IaracthaL Iarob,lzms within 5 du,rmg a picnic activity with the 77Lreo, Bears. In Reco,latl;on,
we have heen dp,vztopmg our subl,tusmg skills using fast eyes " tor recognise Io,a,ttems

*= within and b.eyond 5, exp[onng how~
numhers are comprrsed using doubles and

ten-die patterns.

r% In. Talk & Writing, we have hequn adapting |
e ™ our classroom 5to7y map bH addmg our
own ideas and vm:a,butary We are very excited to continue
creating our OWn versions of the StOTy/ T T
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In our afternoons, we have continued exp[ow;ng minibeasts,

Ialan,ts and habitats th,rou,gh lots of hands-on bw,mi.ng! We

learnt about the different parts of a Io,La,rLt and the important j ob
- , each part does to-help plants

y survive. We Iatanto,d sunflower and

e cress seeds, t/unk'wg carefully ahout

what plants need to- grow, Ln,cludLng

sun,LLgh,t and wuater

We also exp[omd poﬂuw,tors such as bees, butterflies an,d.
beetles, bza,m'mg how- thzy /ua[la flowers and plants grow- As
‘ part of our hahitat Leammg we discussed what animals need
to survive, mc[udmg food, water and space to-move frze[y We ,
ex,atomd habitats around the world, comlo,ared rainforest and
poia,r hahitats and created our own animal homes and rainforest

hahitats using natural materials.

We have loved becomi,ng nature exlatomrs and Lo,arntng more
about the world around ws!

Year!l and 2

In KST Ia/wmcs we have heen consoiudatmg the use of

T homop/wne di ﬁerznttatmg between the
L correct use of a homnphom within our
: writing and continuing to- build on sp,eLL’mg
rules using -er and -est changi,ng words so
we can compare and show a highzr dzgro,e

. of meaning.
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In KST maths, we have been explming fractions, using our fractions to find the equaL
Iaa,rts that make a whole and how- many parts we have. [o Q,xlo,Lom this fu,rthzr' we
- have heen exIaLoang sorting fractions into-a '
half and a quarter. We have dived dzeloxz,r'
i within our fraction Lo,a,erLg drawwg on our
' division and muLtLlo,LLca,tm /crurwizdge to-
upport us in fm,dwg IaarthuLar fractions of an
amount rather than a shapxa.

" n mJ,rLLteracH lza,mmg, we have Q,xlalomd,
contractions further; combm,i.ng two words comct[y using an
apastrop/w, to- create one word. We have also started to innovate our |
class story th,mugh, shared writing . Us‘mg our writing techmquzs
such as exlo,and.ed noun phrases and the power of three, we have
also heen WUTkLng on bu,LLdLn.g our sentences an[udmg covrdLnath.g
and sub,mdl;natcng conjunctions and’, hecause, ‘when and hut.

In our afternoons we have ...

In science we continued to- Ialcm our experiment using the question.:
can a garden IaLarLt survive without human interaction? We
WAL carefu,dy Ia&mn,ed our investigation,

e d,Lscu,ssmg the variables that can he

= changed and those that need to he /oelat the
( I\ same to-make our test fair. In groups, we
g N IaLarLted sunflowers in our wild area of the =% '
school and some in pots that will be cared for by us. WQ, will
monitor the gmwth dcu[y 50" We can compare our andLngs and

record, our results.

In geogmphy, we have heen leaang all about the Yanomami tribe who live in the
Amazon rainforest and have not Io,ro:qresso,d past the stone age. We explomd new
vocabulary such as 'eco:sg stem” and 'LerLgenws' and applied them within our class
discussion using the terms comct[y to- describe the tribe and the area thp,y reside in. We
then ex,olomd the human and phy sical features the Yanomami tribe mly on to survive in
the rainforest.
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In music, we have been LLstenLn,g and respcndtng to- different types of music
g oM rock to-jazz. Using our glockenspiels, we have been
N foﬂowmg different compositions of music and also creating ou.
: own which we Iozrforrrw,d to-the rest of our class.

We spent the morning at William Howard Schools spotts
7/~ festival, too, where we had lots of fun being quided by the
schools’ young sports leaders. We Q,xlozrtenced lots of

ca,tchmg skills. We rea[[y enjioyed the agLLLtH course and
wvﬁc'mg as a team atongsi.dxa other schools.

This half term, we have continued to work anradi,bly hard, in maths

b across both Year 3 and Year k. In Year 3, we have heen lp,a,mmg all

abhout money, antud‘mg Ldzntg‘:ymg coins and notes and

undzrstcmdmg their values. We have practtsed using coins to find and

make different amounts; o,a’,d,mg and subtra,ctmg money ; fLrLdLn,g

ch,ange; and soivv;ng Iaroh[ems with more than one step. In Yearl, we

have extended this Izammg further by bzgmnmg to- wse decimal

-+ notation and converting between pounds and pence. We have also

y been using ow"rowuimg skills toestimate amounts of momney a,n,d,

& decide whether items can he afforded hefore /
. ¥ g calcu,Lathg the exact totals. ALO'ngSLdz this,

we havv, b,ecm cha,dengmg ourselves with lots of rea.soning and

Iaro‘blem soivmg questions to deepen our understanding. Across both

year groups, we have also continued to- work hard on devzﬁopmg our

times tahles /mowiedge, speed and fluency, hztp‘cng ws to- hecome more

confident and efficient mathematicians.

In LLtzr'cmH, our I.Qa,mtng has continued to bhe hased around. the
wonderful book, The Boy at the Back of the Class. We have now read
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up to- the point where Ahmet is introduced to-hoth us and the main characters in the story and
we have been able to see how- difficult it can be for refugees to- integrate into communities. In
this part of the book, many of the adults in the story have negative views about Ahmet and
people in his situation, which causes the children in the houk to- he
concerned and confused as to- Why Io,eoplz could be so-unkind.
Bu,LLcLLn,g on this, we have (mjoyed d,i,scussLng our first impressions
of Ahmet and have t/wught carefully about how- the characters are
bzgtmmg to*rzslaomt to- him. SLmLLariy, in ourguLdzd read,Lng, we
- ‘ have heen stretcthg our Lnfero,nm and

W deduction skills b,y using clues from the
text to-explain characters’ thoughts,
fe@[‘mgs and actions. We have also heen
proctising how- to- summarise ke y parts
qftlw,stmy by Ldentfymgand.wdenng e
~ the most important events, hzlpmg us to dxz,epen our undzrstamiug
. of the text and improve our comprehension skills.

"~ Overthe last few- weeks, we have been working incredibly hard to
: ‘ dzvviop and improve our d,Q,SCI‘i,IQtLVQ writing skills. We bzga,n, by
b,uLLd'mg rich word hanks that we have been using to show- how~
characters are fe,etmg and acting thmu\gh precise vvcab,ulary choices
and subtle dzscnptwns From there, we moved on toa range of shared writing activities where
we Qxlalomd, how- to- structure and improve our ideas togethzr We then used these skills
mdzpendzntly b’H writing our own Io,aragraphs to- practise the to,ch,m,gup,s that we had learned,
before bt.uldm.g on them to bxz,gm, writing the first drafts of our ' A
Hot Writes. We are now nearly finished with these drafts and |
will slaerui next week revising and le;tmg them ca,ro,fully so that
thxz,y are the very best that thzy can be. We will be c/vac/ang that
I _ gy 0w writing includes all of the
- relevant features, such as
fronted adverbial phroses,
Q,xpa.r\dzd noun /ahrases,
similes, precise vert and
a,cyecth choices and accurate
sentence structures, as well as
- c/w,c/cmg our sloz[[mgs using A
dictionaries. As we edit them next wv,e/c well h,avv, the
opportunity to- provide peer feedhack to-one another, too: We had
a little practise of this last week and we loved it! Not onl.y did
allow- us more opportunities to practise finding the /cey elements
“we that we needed toinclude, it gave us the opportunity to- hear the
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wonderful writing that our friends had come up with! We told each other which parts we
t/w'u,ght were the most effective in S/w'wmg character; as well as identified any tthg that could
have heen meroved. It was wonderful to- hear the little snippets of conversations, as we were
giving each other top tips in such a supportive and positive WCLH.I It was brilliant and we can't
wuait to- do it agcu',n./

Year 5 and 6

In literocy weve heen lza,ang more techniques which
authors use to- describe settings and build atmo:sphzro,.
Weve learned about how we can wse the characters
senses, f@eLLngs and reactions to- bn.ng a setting to- life as
well as how- we can mcmLIau,Lo.te the atmosph.erz b,y
changmg the time of oLa.H or weather to reflect the
characters feelings. This week, weve brought all our
Lea,rm;n,g toget/w,r to- spot the techmgu,es weve learned so
farin the model text and weve used these tocreate a

success criteria for our own short narrative focu,sed, on

dzscrtb,tng a sett'm,g as it c/w.nges.

Maths has been very busy. Last week, in Year 5, we f‘w;shzd our unit on shapz with lots of
rea.soning and p,ro‘blem soiving. This week, weve heen using coordinates as well as trans[at‘mg
and ro,ﬂzctmg sh,a,pp,s. In Year 6, weve heen getti,n,g ro,a,d,y forour SATS next week with lots of

Iarcu:the gup,sti,cms.

In science, weve learned more ahout the protess

of taxonomy b,y grouping, organising and
cLasst\L/Ln.\g invertebrates. Last week, we looked
s e :

| J
i
i

at cLasstHLng invertehrates we mlght recognise by
using and comlalztmg a branchmg /cey and this
week, we classified invertehrates that we rm‘ght not
recognise. It was inferesting I,ea,ml,ng about




Learning From Each Other - Building Successful Learners www.hallbankgate.org.uk

animals like sponges and flatworms and Ldznt‘g‘:y ing similarities and differences in their
characteristics.

In history, weve learned all about how- people
from the Caribbean, as well as other overseas
British Territories, were essential in the figh,t
against the Na.zi party in World War . We
learned how the war mea,cbo,d the Caribbean,
what m(ght have motivated Iaeoplz to” join the
war effort as well as iwvazoplefmm the
Caribbean faced prejudice and discrimination
d,Q,SIaLtQ, their sacrifices.

While Year 6 had a

brilliant session on preparing for their SATs with Chariotte with

‘ Barnardo's, Year 5 learned all about different camera fdmmg
b@,clml;gu,es. In groups we tried out close up shots, moving shots as

1 well as many more while exlalcm;ng what each shot nght be used
for. It was a lot of fun and we can't wait to- share what we've

I learned with Year 6.

This week, Year 6 had the specLaL treat of a day out in the fresh airto
get some space before their assessments next week as well as an

unity to-meet other Year 6s from schools in our area. We all met
in Castle Carrock and hiked up to the top of Talkin fell. The walk was
st,epbuthauhadatotoffundodgtng (or not!) the mud and
reachmg the incredible view- at the top. We had time on the summit to- have lunch and make new-
friends before wnl/ang down to- have
Juice and hiscuits on the green.

Year 5 and 6 also went down in the
h,i,story hooks this week with a first
ever, record hreaking WHOLE CLASS
STRIVE FOR FIVE!!T We worked. really
hard this week to- make sure we all
read five or more times and for the
first time ever recorded a clean sweep
with every memher of our class
achieving this!
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In art and music this week we've started some new-
learning. In music, we've listened to-and appraised the
song This Train's A-Comin’. We learned all about
gO'SIo,QL music and the 5ong’5 origins and connection to

sla,very. We found out that the LHrLcs have a double
meaning and may have heen a secret way for

enslaved fw)plz to- communicate ways and hop,e of "3

escaping on the underground railroad. In art we've
started a wnit on painting. We looked careful[y at some
paintings by the artist Helen Frankenthaler and thought ab,out wﬂat the paintings made us think
of, what bechmguzs had been wsed as well as the colour Io,ata,tas and movd each painting
IarUVUIch,.
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, Our latest guidance on
_Eco Council what and when to feed
Eco-Council would like to share some new- advice garden birds: Feed
from the RSPB about feeding birds. Because feis?ﬂiiieiifiy

but simpte changes to how we feed our garden birds. /)

diseases are slu,rza.d,i.ng, eslmc«;al[y a,rrwngst
greo.rg%n»cho.s, the RSPB are as/c‘mg Iao.oplz to- stop
feo.d‘mg their birds nuts and seeds th.rvu.gh the

summer from /\/\ay to- October. For more
information on safe feed proctices Ia[ea,se access
the RSPB wehsite on.:

https://wwvr. r:spb. ory. uk/whats-

ha’p,’p,enmg/ nzw*s/hw—to—hzlp-\qardzn-b:;:*ds

YOU CAN HELP
Wheelchair Baskethall PREVENT
This week, we were also anro,d,LbLH Luc/cy to- take D ESEASE

part in a wheelchair basketball experience. We
Werejoinzd b,y Nat, who*foi[crwmg an accident, is now- a wheelchair wser and has gone on to-
IaLa.H wheelchair baskethall all over the world. We were
amazed to-learn that he is even part of a world :
champwnsth— winning team! We b,egcm the da,y with a spchaJ,
assemb[y where we had the opportunity to- ask Nat tthghg‘:uL ¢
questions ahout some of the ch,altenges that he faces and how
he has shown determination and resilience to- overcome them. = AR
We all were so Ln,spired and in awe of his positive attitude and  Sff#
achievements. Afterwards, we headed outside to have a goat
IaLo,ng wheelchair basketball ourselves, where we quickly
discovered the skill, tamwork and determination needed tor p[a.y thz sport successtLlLy It was a
_ fantastic experience that taught us important lessons

|| about perseverunce, inclusion and overcoming
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