
 

Week Commencing 27
th

 April and 4
th

 May 2026 

 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 128     Helvellyn 143   Blencathra 110 

 

Early Years 

Over the past two weeks in Early Years, we have been very busy with our learning! 

In phonics, we have been playing sound-talk games, identifying initial, middle and end 

sounds, matching graphemes to pictures and exploring magnetic 

letters. In Reception, we have been 

building confidence with segmenting, 

blending and writing words with 

adjacent consonants, helping us to read 

and write more complex words 

independently.  

In maths in Nursery, we have been comparing amounts using 

the language more than and less than; building towers with 3D shapes and solving 

practical problems within 5 during a picnic activity with the Three Bears. In Reception, 

we have been developing our subitising skills using “fast eyes” to recognise patterns 

within and beyond 5, exploring how 

numbers are composed using doubles and 

ten-die patterns.  

In Talk 4 Writing, we have begun adapting 

our classroom story map by adding our 

own ideas and vocabulary. We are very excited to continue 

creating our own versions of the story!  
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In our afternoons, we have continued exploring minibeasts, 

plants and habitats through lots of hands-on learning! We 

learnt about the different parts of a plant and the important job 

each part does to help plants 

survive. We planted sunflower and 

cress seeds, thinking carefully about 

what plants need to grow, including 

sunlight and water.  

 

We also explored pollinators such as bees, butterflies and 

beetles, learning how they help flowers and plants grow. As 

part of our habitat learning, we discussed what animals need 

to survive, including food, water and space to move freely. We 

explored habitats around the world, compared rainforest and 

polar habitats and created our own animal homes and rainforest 

habitats using natural materials. 

 

We have loved becoming nature explorers and learning more 

about the world around us! 

 

Year 1 and 2 

 

In KS1 phonics, we have been consolidating the use of 

homophones, differentiating between the 

correct use of a homophone within our 

writing and continuing to build on spelling 

rules using -er and -est changing words so 

we can compare and show a higher degree 

of meaning. 
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In KS1 maths, we have been exploring fractions, using our fractions to find the equal 

parts that make a whole and how many parts we have. To explore this further, we 

have been exploring sorting fractions into a 

half and a quarter. We have dived deeper 

within our fraction learning drawing on our 

division and multiplication knowledge to 

support us in finding particular fractions of an 

amount rather than a shape. 

 

In our literacy learning, we have explored 

contractions further; combining two words correctly using an 

apostrophe to create one word. We have also started to innovate our 

class story through shared writing. Using our writing techniques 

such as expanded noun phrases and the power of three, we have 

also been working on building our sentences including coordinating 

and subordinating conjunctions ‘and’, ‘because’, ‘when’ and ‘but’. 

 

In our afternoons we have ...  

 

In science we continued to plan our experiment using the question: 

can a garden plant survive without human interaction? We 

carefully planned our investigation, 

discussing the variables that can be 

changed and those that need to be kept the 

same to make our test fair. In groups, we 

planted sunflowers in our wild area of the 

school and some in pots that will be cared for by us. We will 

monitor the growth daily so we can compare our findings and 

record our results.  

 

In geography, we have been learning all about the Yanomami tribe who live in the 

Amazon rainforest and have not progressed past the stone age. We explored new 

vocabulary such as ‘ecosystem’ and ‘indigenous’ and applied them within our class 

discussion using the terms correctly to describe the tribe and the area they reside in. We 

then explored the human and physical features the Yanomami tribe rely on to survive in 

the rainforest.  
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In music, we have been listening and responding to different types of music 

from rock to jazz. Using our glockenspiels, we have been 

following different compositions of music and also creating our 

own which we performed to the rest of our class. 

 

We spent the morning at William Howard Schools sports 

festival, too, where we had lots of fun being guided by the 

schools’ young sports leaders. We experienced lots of 

different activities building on our ball throwing and 

catching skills. We really enjoyed the agility course and 

working as a team alongside other schools.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 and 4   

This half term, we have continued to work incredibly hard in maths 

across both Year 3 and Year 4. In Year 3, we have been learning all 

about money, including identifying coins and notes and 

understanding their values. We have practised using coins to find and 

make different amounts; adding and subtracting money; finding 

change; and solving problems with more than one step. In Year 4, we 

have extended this learning further by beginning to use decimal 

notation and converting between pounds and pence. We have also 

been using our rounding skills to estimate amounts of money and 

decide whether items can be afforded before 

calculating the exact totals. Alongside this, 

we have been challenging ourselves with lots of reasoning and 

problem-solving questions to deepen our understanding. Across both 

year groups, we have also continued to work hard on developing our 

times tables knowledge, speed and fluency, helping us to become more 

confident and efficient mathematicians. 

In literacy, our learning has continued to be based around the 

wonderful book, The Boy at the Back of the Class. We have now read 
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up to the point where Ahmet is introduced to both us and the main characters in the story and 

we have been able to see how difficult it can be for refugees to integrate into communities. In 

this part of the book, many of the adults in the story have negative views about Ahmet and 

people in his situation, which causes the children in the book to be 

concerned and confused as to why people could be so unkind. 

Building on this, we have enjoyed discussing our first impressions 

of Ahmet and have thought carefully about how the characters are 

beginning to respond to him. Similarly, in our guided reading, we 

have been stretching our inference and 

deduction skills by using clues from the 

text to explain characters’ thoughts, 

feelings and actions. We have also been 

practising how to summarise key parts 

of the story by identifying and ordering 

the most important events, helping us to deepen our understanding 

of the text and improve our comprehension skills. 

Over the last few weeks, we have been working incredibly hard to 

develop and improve our descriptive writing skills. We began by 

building rich word banks that we have been using to show how 

characters are feeling and acting through precise vocabulary choices 

and subtle descriptions. From there, we moved on to a range of shared writing activities where 

we explored how to structure and improve our ideas together. We then used these skills 

independently by writing our own paragraphs to practise the techniques that we had learned, 

before building on them to begin writing the first drafts of our 

Hot Writes. We are now nearly finished with these drafts and 

will spend next week revising and editing them carefully so that 

they are the very best that they can be. We will be checking that 

our writing includes all of the 

relevant features, such as 

fronted adverbial phrases, 

expanded noun phrases, 

similes, precise verb and 

adjective choices and accurate 

sentence structures, as well as 

checking our spellings using 

dictionaries. As we edit them next week, we’ll have the 

opportunity to provide peer feedback to one another, too. We had 

a little practise of this last week and we loved it! Not only did 

allow us more opportunities to practise finding the key elements 

that we needed to include, it gave us the opportunity to hear the 
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wonderful writing that our friends had come up with! We told each other which parts we 

thought were the most effective in showing character, as well as identified anything that could 

have been improved. It was wonderful to hear the little snippets of conversations, as we were 

giving each other top tips in such a supportive and positive way! It was brilliant and we can’t 

wait to do it again!  

 

Year 5 and 6 

In literacy we've been learning more techniques which 

authors use to describe settings and build atmosphere. 

We've learned about how we can use the character's 

senses, feelings and reactions to bring a setting to life as 

well as how we can manipulate the atmosphere by 

changing the time of day or weather to reflect the 

character's feelings. This week, we've brought all our 

learning together to spot the techniques we've learned so 

far in the model text and we've used these to create a 

success criteria for our own short narrative focused on 

describing a setting as it changes.  

 

Maths has been very busy. Last week, in Year 5, we finished our unit on shape with lots of 

reasoning and problem solving. This week, we've been using coordinates as well as translating 

and reflecting shapes. In Year 6, we've been getting ready for our SATS next week with lots of 

practise questions.  

 

In science, we've learned more about the process 

of taxonomy by grouping, organising and 

classifying invertebrates. Last week, we looked 

at classifying invertebrates we might recognise by 

using and completing a branching key and this 

week, we classified invertebrates that we might not 

recognise. It was interesting learning about 
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animals like sponges and flatworms and identifying similarities and differences in their 

characteristics.  

 

In history, we've learned all about how people 

from the Caribbean, as well as other overseas 

British Territories, were essential in the fight 

against the Nazi party in World War II. We 

learned how the war impacted the Caribbean, 

what might have motivated people to join the 

war effort as well as how people from the 

Caribbean faced prejudice and discrimination 

despite their sacrifices. 

 

While Year 6 had a 

brilliant session on preparing for their SATs with Charlotte with 

Barnardo’s, Year 5 learned all about different camera filming 

techniques. In groups we tried out close up shots, moving shots as 

well as many more while exploring what each shot might be used 

for. It was a lot of fun and we can’t wait to share what we’ve 

learned with Year 6.  

 

This week, Year 6 had the special treat of a day out in the fresh air to 

get some space before their assessments next week as well as an 

opportunity to meet other Year 6s from schools in our area. We all met 

in Castle Carrock and hiked up to the top of Talkin Fell. The walk was 

steep but we all had a lot of fun dodging (or not!) the mud and 

reaching the incredible view at the top. We had time on the summit to have lunch and make new 

friends before walking down to have 

juice and biscuits on the green.  

 

Year 5 and 6 also went down in the 

history books this week with a first 

ever, record breaking WHOLE CLASS 

STRIVE FOR FIVE!!! We worked really 

hard this week to make sure we all 

read five or more times and for the 

first time ever recorded a clean sweep 

with every member of our class 

achieving this!  
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In art and music this week we’ve started some new 

learning. In music, we’ve listened to and appraised the 

song ‘This Train’s A-Comin’. We learned all about 

gospel music and the song’s origins and connection to 

slavery. We found out that the lyrics have a double 

meaning and may have been a secret way for 

enslaved people to communicate ways and hope of 

escaping on the ‘underground railroad’. In art we’ve 

started a unit on painting. We looked carefully at some 

paintings by the artist Helen Frankenthaler and thought about what the paintings made us think 

of, what techniques had been used as well as the colour palates and mood each painting 

provoked.  
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 Eco Council  

Eco-Council would like to share some new advice 

from the RSPB about feeding birds. Because 

diseases are spreading, especially amongst 

greenfinches, the RSPB are asking people to stop 

feeding their birds nuts and seeds through the 

summer from May to October. For more 

information on safe feed practices please access 

the RSPB website on: 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-

happening/news/how-to-help-garden-birds 

 

Wheelchair Basketball 

This week, we were also incredibly lucky to take 

part in a wheelchair basketball experience. We 

were joined by Nat, who, following an accident, is now a wheelchair user and has gone on to 

play wheelchair basketball all over the world. We were 

amazed to learn that he is even part of a world 

championship-winning team! We began the day with a special 

assembly where we had the opportunity to ask Nat thoughtful 

questions about some of the challenges that he faces and how 

he has shown determination and resilience to overcome them. 

We all were so inspired and in awe of his positive attitude and 

achievements. Afterwards, we headed outside to have a go at 

playing wheelchair basketball ourselves, where we quickly 

discovered the skill, teamwork and determination needed to play the sport successfully. It was a 

fantastic experience that taught us important lessons 

about perseverance, inclusion and overcoming 

challenges.  
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