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th

 February 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week:  Isla, Eugene and Louisa  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  141    Helvellyn  146    Blencathra  137 

 

 

What a busy first week back we have had this week 

in Class One! We have done lots of wonderful 

learning and cannot wait to explore and learn more 

this half term. This week, we welcome Isla, Isabella 

and Ivy into Class 1! 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have focused on developing our understanding of pairs and 

creating matching pairs. We enjoyed using the rhyme for Noah’s Ark to help us when grouping 

different animals into pairs in order to embark on the Ark. We had to carefully use our noticing 

skills to match and pair the animals together and discovered that some of the animals actually 

didn’t have a partner and so couldn’t travel on the Ark. In Nursery, we have also been 

developing our knowledge of pairs by matching 

pairs of socks together and matching beads 

based on their colour but also their shape. We 

had to use our reasoning skills particularly 

when sorting objects based on different 

properties to ensure that we carefully matched 

the objects together. In Reception, we have 

continued to develop our understanding of the 

composition of the numbers 6, 7 and 8. We used 

tens frames to create the different numbers using 

the five and a bit concept but also the pairs 

concept to represent the numbers. This enabled us 

to continue to extend our knowledge of pairs to support our counting 

skills and enabled us to visualise numbers in different ways. In 

Reception we have also been learning a pairs rhyme to 10 and have been 

comparing quantities of objects using the language of more and fewer. 

 

In phonics in Reception this week we have continued to develop our 

knowledge of different digraphs. We have been applying our 

understanding by adding sound buttons to words and have also been 

developing our fine motor skills and letter formation skills. In Nursery in 

phonics we have been exploring rhyme and rhyming words. We enjoyed playing a rhyming lotto 

matching game and making rhyming soup.  
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Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and Year 1)  

In our RE and understanding the world learning we have continued to 

learn about different places of worship, this week focusing on Mandirs. 

We learned about some of the different things that you might see within 

a Mandir and how people worship. We were fascinated by the different 

gods and goddesses within Hinduism and are looking forward to 

learning more! 

 

In science and understanding the world we continued to develop our 

understanding of plants and growth. We recapped the knowledge we 

had already developed last half term and enjoyed looking at our pea plants to 

see how they had grown and changed during the half term holidays. We also 

looked through different books within our school library linked to plants and 

growth, discovering lots of new information and 

linking making links to our own learning but also 

posing questions to try and learn more. We then 

focused our learning around the difference between 

deciduous and evergreen trees. We looked at different 

images of the trees and discovered some specific 

requirements which determine whether a tree is categorised as deciduous 

or evergreen. In Nursery and Reception we then created our own finger 

paintings linked to evergreen and deciduous trees to represent some of 

the differences linked to the colours of leaves. In Year One we drew 

diagrams to represent not 

only the different colours but also the different 

shapes of the leaves and formed sentences detailing 

some of the differences. 

In design technology and expressive arts and design 

we began our new learning linked to food 

preparation. We are going to be creating different 

foods from around the world and this week we 

focused on researching and creating a shopping list 

to make pizzas next week. We are really looking 

forward to making our pizzas and cannot wait to share how we get on! 

 

To celebrate World Book Day we enjoyed sharing our favourite stories with 

each other and talking about the characters and storyline in the stories. It was 

great to see the variety of books. 
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In our computing learning we had a great time experimenting with bee bots 

this week. We enjoyed investigating the different buttons to control the bee 

bots and look forward to learning more this half term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In literacy this week, we have been busy 

stretching our imagining muscles as we 

wrote our cold write 

stories.  We discussed 

the genre of what the 

story would be and then we used a picture as a 

stimulus to write independently. 

 

 

 

 

In PE this week, we began badminton, this was great fun! We practiced catching and throwing 

the shuttlecock and worked in pairs to develop this skill.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have moved onto 

our new unit of learning; length. In Year 1, we have 

been comparing items that are longer, shorter and 

taller and using the vocabulary successfully.  In Year 

2, we 

have 

been 

using metres to measure: we created metre 

monsters and then went on a hunt to find things 

longer and shorter than a metre.  In Year 3, we 

have been learning about millimetres and using 

rulers accurately to measure and draw a line.  
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In science, we learnt about what hygiene meant. We carried 

out an experiment using glitter to represent germs and we 

shook hands to see how the 

germs (glitter) spread.  It was 

really interesting and learned 

about the 

importance of 

washing our 

hands and good 

personal 

hygiene. 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week Year 2 and 3 visited Tullie House and 

Pioneer. What an amazing and jam-packed day we 

had! First of all, we went to Tullie House where we 

studied Victorian homes. We had to be historians and 

order the houses from oldest to newest giving reasons 

for our answers. It was interesting to compare a Viking 

house to a Victorian and modern home. They all had 

some 

similarities 

and differences which we discussed in depth. After 

that, we split into three groups and each had a room 

of a Victorian home to explore (living room, kitchen 

and bedroom). We had shapes that were called 

‘shadows’ and we had to go and find the object that 

matched its shadow and then discuss what we 

thought they were used for and why. We learnt that 

in a Victorian bedroom they had a ‘bed pan warmer’ 
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that they filled with coal and heated in the fire to 

then place under the bedsheets to keep the bed nice 

and warm. It was fascinating to learn all about the 

different objects and what they were used for. Next, 

we had lots of different activities to complete; 

reading and matching the cards to the objects, 

kneading bread to made rolls, drawing some of the 

artefacts, 

exploring 

objects 

linked to 

candle making, making our very own candles and 

exploring 

rewards 

and 

punishments within schools during the Victorian era. 

We collaborated in our groups to complete each task 

and we learnt so much from each station. Finally, we 

had a go at washing some clothes using the dolly 

tub, dolly peg, washer board, posser and mangle. It 

was brilliant to actually experience how Victorians would have washed their clothes and 

completing each step in the long process.  
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Next, we went to Pioneer in Carlisle and met Steven 

and Mandy who kindly showed us around the 

shop floor and talked us through each section of 

the shop and where the food came from; it was 

great to hear all about how their produce is locally 

sourced and that they are conscious of food 

mileage. When we were at the fruit and vegetable 

section, Steven let us all have a go at creating our 

own orange juice using the special machine that 

squeezed the oranges into the bottles and then 

sealed them with a lid. We all loved doing this and 

enjoyed seeing the special machine do its job. We learnt lots of information about the different 

sections; fruit and vegetable, fish, meat, cheese, pie/ pastry and desert counters. Whilst we were 

at the fish counter, Mandy kindly gave us all a special shell to keep from behind the fish monger 

section of the shop. After our tour of the shop floor, we went upstairs and had a go at making 

our very own cream tarts. We had to use our brilliant listening skills to follow each instruction 

and carefully pipe the cream into the tart case 

and then use our imagination the decorate the 

tarts. As we were doing this task, we all had big 

smiles on our faces and we had so much fun 

and we even got to take the tarts home 

alongside our shells. After making our tarts, 

we tasted our freshly squeezed orange juice with 

some biscuits that Mandy and Steven kindly got 

for us. Next, we had a look around the cafe and 

got shown how to make a proper coffee like a 

barista. Finally, we had a look at where the 

vans and wagons collect the products and we 

saw someone using the forklift to manoeuvre 

some crates around. We really enjoyed both of 

our visits and are very grateful to Tullie House 

and Pioneer for looking after us so well and 
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teaching us many new interesting facts! Some of the comments from the children about the trip;  

 

¶ I liked making the cream tarts because they 

looked so nice and they tasted amazing! 

¶ I enjoyed creating the tarts because it was 

fun and I liked using the old ink pen. 

¶ I liked making the tarts in Pioneer and I 

liked learning about the Victorian homes 

and making the candles. I also loved using 

the smart machine in Pioneer to make 

orange juice.  

¶ I enjoyed learning about Victorian schools 

and I found it interesting how they got 

rewarded and punished.  

¶ I liked making the cream tarts at Pioneer because I liked decorating them and I thought 

mine was really good!  
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 Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

We’ve had an excellent start to the new half term, with lots of very exciting learning happening 

throughout the week. 

 

 In our maths learning, in Year 4, we have been continuing to learn 

about fractions by learning how to covert improper fractions to mixed 

numbers, and vice-versa. To do this, we stretched our ‘making links’ 

learning muscle to apply our knowledge of multiplication facts, as well 

as proving that we could convert between the two by interpreting and 

drawing pictorial representations. In Year 5, we have all really 

enjoyed making links between fractions and decimals: at the beginning of the week, we 

developed our understanding of tenths and hundredths, before placing 

these numbers on numberlines,  representing them in different ways in 

part-whole models and finding equivalent amounts. At the end of the 

week, we applied these skills to exploring thousandths and had worked 

so hard by the end of the week that we were two whole lessons ahead! 

In Year 6, we have had a week of problem-solving during our algebra 

lessons! We began by exploring and forming algebraic expressions, before 

applying our knowledge to solve problems and find the value of ‘x’. We have 

been building up to this point over the last couple of weeks and we are all 

enjoying the puzzling nature of algebra and how we can find the unknown 

amounts using the inverse and the clues that we have been given- even when 

there are more than one unknown to calculate!  

This week, we have started reading our new class text: The Girl of Ink and 

Stars by Kiran Millwood-Hargrave. In our daily reading lesson, we have 

explored how the author creates tension in the opening chapter through the 

images that are used, as well as the predictions that we can make from the 

details that we have so far. We have started to suggest what the genre of 

this book might be – supporting our answers with examples to support our 

ideas – as well as try to put ourselves in Isabella’s shoes to understand the 

world that she finds herself in. 
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In our literacy lessons this week, we have started this half term with 

two activities: poetry and writing formal letters. In our letter-writing 

lessons, we started the week by exploring our model text as a ‘reader’ 

and as a ‘writer’. As a ‘reader’, we made sure that we understood what 

was being said in the letter (including lots of ambitious vocabulary that 

we had to learn and understand), before learning about the techniques 

and features that the author used to write the letter. Once we had 

explored how formal letters are written and constructed, we started to 

plan out and write our letters. We decided that learning how to write 

formal letters would give us the perfect opportunity to write to local 

building companies to ask for their support in supplying us with ‘loose parts’ that will support 

our Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) development. We 

politely asked for their support in donating everything from 

scaffold boards to outdoor speakers, drainage pipes to den-

building materials. We hope to send them next week and we 

can’t wait to receive some responses! 

In our RE learning, we have been reflecting on how worship 

makes people feel and what worship can look, sound or feel 

like to people in different religions. We identified that worship can take many forms and that it 

can provide people with comfort, joy, community and spirituality, alongside a great many other 

feelings.  

 

We all enjoyed our French learning this week, too. We have had a re-cap 

week and practised asking and answering lots of questions- from our 

name, age and where we live to what the weather is like, what pets we 

have and what food we like to eat. We also completed a French Proof of 

Progress (or POP) task to show just how much French knowledge we 

have.  
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After the success of our carbohydrate-

based Roman recipes before half term, this week, we focussed on 

developing our skills in cooking meat and fish. Making sure that we 

applied all of our learning about how to reduce the risk of cross 

contamination and food storage and hygiene, we cooked rosemary and 

mint poached salmon, as well as a mustard and date dish with pork. 

The best bit was definitely tasting each dish and we 

thought that they were both delicious, although quite 

sweet because of the honey and the dates. We evaluated 

the recipes and identified that both dishes were quite 

strong in their respective flavours, reinforcing our 

knowledge that this would have been necessary in 

Roman times to disguise the taste of the meat that was 

not as fresh as it should be! It was also very exciting 

to use herbs that we have grown in our vegetable 

garden! 

Despite these being Roman-inspired, many of us enjoyed the taste that 

much that we asked to take the recipes homes to cook with our families! 

Based on the cooking skills that were demonstrated, we think that we 

would be able to take charge of cooking these dishes with competence and accuracy! We are 

looking forward to cooking our fruit and vegetable based dishes next week.     
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In our music learning this week, we have 

started to prepare a performance piece that 

we will share with you on Wednesday 29
th

 

March as part of our home learning 

showcase event. At the beginning of the 

lesson, we explored dynamics and made 

links to our science learning by feeling 

the vibrations when the djembe was 

played. After that, playing a piece called ‘Jongo’, we worked in the 

three groups to play different rhythms, layering each one to create 

an ensemble piece. We discussed how music can make people feel 

and how playing and performing as a group can require a great 

number of skills- from staying in time, to not being distracted by 

someone else playing something completely different. It is sounding 

excellent already so we might try and add in another rhythm next week, as well as build our 

composition skills to work out an order and add some dynamics. We can’t wait!  

  

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

In geography this week, we took a bit of time to think about the devastating earthquake that hit 

Turkey and Syria in early February. We were able to apply our knowledge of earthquakes and 

how they occur to work out why this earthquake too place and we looked at the factors that 

made it so devastating.  

 

Following on from this, we began looking at volcanoes, how they 

from and the different types that occur. We discovered some links 

to science when we found out that the type of volcano that forms 

depend on the viscosity of the magma escaping from the mantle. 

Again, when plotting volcanoes on a map, we 

could observe how many are found around the 

boundaries of the Pacific Oceanic plate.  

 

In literacy, we have spent two great lessons looking at Michael Rosen’s poem 

Chocolate Cake. This poem is very funny, so we enjoyed picking it apart and 

working out what makes it so entertaining. We then worked in groups to look 

at how we would read this aloud to perform. Again, we focussed on three 

aspects of reading fluency – rhythm and phrasing, using expression and 

smoothness. As this was such a long poem, gaining fluency was tricky but we 
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worked really hard over the two lessons to practise and perfect our readings so that eventually 

we could all perform the poem aloud with great gusto.  

 

On Thursday, we celebrated World Book Day with an extra special event – a 

LIVE Zoom with Cressida Cowell the amazing children’s author, illustrator 

and Laureate. She told us so much about her books, 

characters and ideas, as well as lots of information 

about how she writes, including showing us some of 

her sketch books and original drawings.  

 

In the classroom, we shared our favourite books with 

each other. Some of us chose to move around to look at 

other people’s books and chat about our favourite 

parts, but for some it was too irresistible to not just dive straight back into 

reading so some of us spent a lovely bit of time reading. 

We all got given a £1 book voucher at the end of the day – 

these can be used to buy specific books written for World 

Book Day that can be found at most 

supermarkets and even MacDonalds! 

Or they can be used in any book 

shop and will get you a pound off 

any book if there’s one you’ve got 

your eye on!  
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Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) 

 

As you know, we have been developing our Outdoor Play and Learning during break-times and 

lunch-times. This week, one of our activities was gardening and we stretched our collaboration 

learning muscle to help to plant a new hedge that will provide habitats for wildlife, as well as 

mark the boundary of our soon-to-be enhanced digging pit, mud kitchen and den-building area. 

It looks great and we can’t wait to develop the mud-kitchen and digging pit- we have grand 

plans!  

 

We have also been enjoying getting creative with music-making 

and playing in the role play area.  
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