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Learners of the Week and VIPs:  Evan, Ruby and Connor  

Headteacher’s Award: Elora 

 

Housepoints total: Skiddaw  182    Helvellyn  138    Blencathra  121 

 

 

Class 1 News:  

 

In Class 1 we have been developing our knowledge of skeletons and 

bones, both in humans and dinosaurs! We collaborated to create a large 

skeleton, focusing on the position of the different 

bones and the role they each played. We looked at 

x-rays and images of different human skeletons and 

discussed the changes which occur as the human 

body grows and develops over time. It was 

interesting to locate different bones on our bodies, 

discussing the role of joints in relation to our skeletons. Next, we used our 

noticing skills to explore dinosaur skeletons, observing the different features 

of their skeletons. We looked at different images of dinosaur skeletons and 

even researched dinosaur skeletons which are displayed in the 

Natural History Museum in London. During our learning, we 

made links to our learning from last term 

regarding vertebrates and invertebrates.  

 

Inspired by our learning about skeletons, we 

have been creating some artwork! We used 

match sticks to represent the different bones 

and built them up to create a skeleton, thinking 

carefully about the placement of each of the bones. It 

was great to explore dinosaur and human skeletons too! 

We also created some drawings in the style of cave 

paintings; first staining the paper and then using 

pastels to draw different images - they look really 

effective!   

 

We also had the opportunity to try lychees this week! We were intrigued 

about their appearance and how they would taste. It was great to try 

something new!  
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Class 2 News:  

 

During our Gymnastics lessons, we have been 

collaborating to create shapes and letters using 

our bodies. We are really enjoying our 

Gymnastics learning and are perfecting each 

body shape; incorporating these into our 

routines. As a class, we are focusing on our performance of our routines and imitating how a 

professional gymnast would perform, pointing our fingers and toes.  

 

At the end of each day, as a class we reflect on 

our learning and we take it in turns to share 

how one of our Building Learning Power (BLP) 

characters have helped us stretch our learning 

skills. Amira reflected, “I have been using Leon 

the Listening Lion in my learning all day because 

we have had to follow instructions and listen to 

each other.”  

 

William also reflected on his learning; 

describing how two of our learning heroes 

(Pablo the Planning Panda and Percy the 

Persevering Penguin) helped him to plan his 

story and persevere when we have been solving 

tricky word problems in maths.  
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As part of our learning, we have been 

reading our class text ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’ and 

we have been taking it in turns to read 

chapters in the book. In the story the main 

characters are, Boggis, Bunce, 

Bean, Mr Fox and Mrs Fox. 

We found it interesting 

digging deeper into how the 

characters are feeling in 

certain chapters and using our inference skills to do so. We love how Roald Dahl 

has included some humour in this adventure story and we are looking forward 

to seeing what happens next.  

 

 

 

In our Religious Education lessons we have been 

studying the many different Hindu Gods. We 

learnt that the three main Gods that Hindus 

worship are, Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva. After 

doing some research into these Gods together we 

discovered that Lord Brahma is the God of 

creation.  

 

 

 

Vishnu is the God responsible for preserving and protecting the universe and Hindus believe 

that his role is to return to Earth during troubled times to restore the balance between good and 

evil. Shiva is the God of destruction:his role is to destroy the universe in order to re-create it. 

We used our noticing skills (like Nora the Noticing Newt) to sketch each God and add in the 

different details that we identified. We really enjoyed making links to our visit to the Hindu 

Temple in December.   
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Class 3 News: 

 

This week, we have been really enjoying our 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar learning. As 

well as focusing on improving our cursive 

handwriting, whilst learning about a range of 

grammatical features and thinking of our own 

examples, we have been enjoying completing the challenges set for us on SPAG.com. As part of 

our online learning, we have been exploring and challenging ourselves to answer a variety of 

questions and question styles, proving that we can identify, use and 

classify different punctuation and grammatical features. This week, we 

have been recapping our learning about fronted adverbial phrases (which 

links to our literacy learning) and homophones (that featured heavily in 

some of our spellings this week!). We have also been finding out the 

meaning of new and unfamiliar vocabulary during guided reading; using 

a dictionary to find, read and determine the most appropriate definition, 

before using this new learning to make inferences about characters and 

the text in our class novel, Clockwork. 

 

On Thursday, we were joined by Susie who is our dance artist for U-Dance. We showed her 

what we had choreographed so far and she was very impressed! We asked her to show us 

how to perform lifts and she helped us explore the movements that fire 

makes. We can’t wait to see her next week and being rehearsing in PE! 

 

This week in our German lesson, we revisited the names for different 

body parts and the names for some colours.  We looked at how, in 

German, they have lots of different ways to say the word ‘the’.  For 

example, depending on whether a word is masculine, feminine, plural or 

neutral you would use ‘der’, ‘die’ or ‘das’.  We had lots of fun playing 

‘Frau Hurley sagt’ (a version on Simon says) 

to reinforce the vocabulary learning and we 

were able to respond accurately to lots of 

different German phrases.  We then applied our learning by 

drawing a monster and labelling the various body parts and their 

respective colours with phrases or sentences in German.  We have 

worked hard to remember lots of new vocabulary and to listen to, 

say and write the German phrases.   

 

 

 

 



 
 

Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
 

In art this week, we explored the concept of ‘space’ by using positive and 

negative spaces in our work.  We made stencils and sketched around these 

to create our pieces and negative spaces, and some of us used coloured 

paper with a variety of cutting and sticking to 

create our negative space pieces.  We will 

continue to explore using this technique and 

other use of ‘space’ in our art lessons.   

 

 

Library Bus Visit   

 

On Wednesday, we all had a brilliant afternoon hearing stories and choosing new texts that we 

would like to read from the Library van! We chose stories 

that are linked to our interests and are looking forward to 

reading our new books. 

 

 

Gymnastics Competition 

 

On Wednesday, 12 of us in Key Stage 2 competed at the 

University of Cumbria Key Steps Gymnastics competition. 

After weeks of rehearsals and choreographing in PE, at 

after school clubs and during lunchtimes, we all 

performed a floor routine and a routine on the 

vault. For the Key Steps 2 competition, we had to sequence a 

range of balances, rolls and travels on the floor, before mounting 

the vault, traveling along it and dismounting with a controlled 

pencil jump. In the Key Steps 3 competition, we performed a 1 

minute choreographed dance and gymnastics routine, with linked 

movements, jumps, travels, 

turns and balances. For out 

second element, we used the springboard to mount the vault 

and then leap off- making sure we kept our fingers and 

toes pointed and landed carefully. Some of us challenged 

ourselves further, by using our hands to leap through our 

arms, not letting 

our feet touch the 

vault at all!   

 

We all performed like true professionals and our 

behaviour was excellent! Despite being very nervous 

before we started, especially as we had never 

entered the Key Steps 3 competition before, we 

became really absorbed in what we were doing and 
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really made ourselves and our teachers proud. We are pleased to let you know that we were 

placed 7
th

 overall in the Key Steps 2 competition and 5
th

 in the Key Steps 3 competition. It was a 

very close round, with only 3 points between 1
st

 and where we placed.  Well done everyone for 

excellent commitment to all of our rehearsals and extra practice at home! 

 

A huge thank you to Michelle, Ric and Miss Hutton for helping us with our routines and Mrs 

Davidson and Miss Hutton for taking us to the competition and supporting us. 

 

 

Assemblies this week:  

 

In our assemblies this week, we have been learning 

about Brexit and what democracy means. We used 

clips from the news (including an older video that 

allowed us to stretch our critical thinking skills as it 

mentioned the Prime Minister, Theresa May!) and 

other information sources to learn about how 

decisions are made. We have also been learning about 

mental health and looking after wellbeing. We have 

started to explore ‘5 ways to wellbeing’ and we will 

be adding to our new display in the main corridor 

over the coming weeks.  

 

Performing Arts Club. 

 

During our Performing Arts club we explored and 

rehearsed some peer pressure scenario cards. First, 

we got into groups and read each card together and 

decided who was going to play each role. We then 

collaborated to practice each scenario, before 

performing it to the rest of the group. After each 

performance, we discussed what we thought was 

brilliant about each scene and any improvements 

that we could make next time. We also discussed the moral of each scenario and suggest what 

each character should have done. Some of the things we celebrated were how each group used 

interesting facial expressions when acting out each card and how believable our acting was! 

Next time, we decided we could do some further work on our empathy skills as actors and 

actresses, in order to have a go at being a different role and pushing ourselves out of our 

comfort zones.  

 

 


