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th
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Learners of the Week:   Fern, Hannah and Josh D   

 

Housepoints total:   Skiddaw  232     Helvellyn  192       Blencathra  235  

 

Class 1 News  

In our PSHE learning this week , we discussed health 

and the different ways in which we can keep our bodies 

healthy. We shared i deas about maintaining a healthy 

balanced diet and 

also discussed the 

importance of 

exercise, sleep and 

keeping clean. We demonstrated a brilliant knowledge and 

asked some fantastic questions and are looking forward to 

learning more next week.  

 

In our geography and understanding the world learning , we have 

continued to learn about Australia this week, with a focus on the 

Great Barrier Reef. We enjoyed learning about some of the different 

wildlife that can be found in the Great Barrier Reef, using books, 

videos and leaflets to develop our understanding. We discussed 

some of the different habitats in the Great Barrier Reef but also 

considered some of the risks it faces linked to climate change and 

rising sea temperature;  the effect of plastic and waste in the 

oceans and some of the negative effects humans may have (over -

fishing, damaging the coral). The depth of the 

discussion we had and our awareness of 

global issues was incredible and reflect our 

understanding of the imp ortance of protecting 

our Earth. After 

developing our knowledge , 

we then created pictures and writing  linked to something 

we had lear nt about the Great Barrier Reef:  the pictures 

were incredibly detailed!  
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In our art and expressive arts and 

design learning , we have continued 

to explore landscapes and creating 

landscapes ourselves. This week , we 

used the creative medium of 

watercolour to create our landscapes. 

We began by sketching out a 

landscape using differe nt images of 

Lake District landscapes as our 

inspiration. We then began to use 

and explore the watercolours, 

carefully following the different steps 

in order to achieve our desired effect. 

It was wonderful to see how 

absorbed all of the children were in 

th is activity and to see the level of detail they used when creating their amazing landscapes. 

Mlc md rfc afgjbpcl amkkclrcb rf_r sqgle u_rcpamjmspq dcjr «a_jkcp¬ rf_l sqgle qmkc md rfc mrfcp

paints we often use within our child initiated play and other acti vities. This demonstrates the 

afgjbpclªq glapc_qgle slbcpqr_lbgle md bgddcpclr apc_rgtc kcbgskq _lb fmu rfcgp qigjjq _lb gbc_q

can be adapted in different ways.  

 

In our music 

learning this week , 

we enjoyed 

exploring using the 

djembe drums. We 

investigate d to see 

how we could 

adapt the sounds 

we create in 

different ways and 

then applied this to 

compliment pieces of music. It was great fun!   
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In our RE and understanding the world learning , we continue to develop our understanding of 

pilgrimages and the imp ortance of the special journeys within different religions. This week , we 

focused on the religion of Buddhism and looked at different examples of 

Buddhist pilgrimages that take place around the world. We looked at images 

of different sacred places within th e religion of Buddhism and discussed 

some of the different ways in which people show 

respect when visiting a Buddhist temple, including 

removing your shoes before entering.  

 

In our maths learning in Reception , this week , we have 

been focusing on develop ing our understanding of 

early addition and subtraction. We have been exploring adding and 

subtracting using the tens frames but also utilising our number bonds and 

knowledge of other numbers to support our problem - solving skills. We have 

also been continu ing to consolidate our knowledge of number bonds to 10 and have enjoyed 

developing this understanding using the characters from the Numberblocks. In our maths learning 

in Nursery , we have been exploring weight and using different weighing scales to explore the 

measurement of weight. We have been developing our understanding of the mathematical 

language of heavier and lighter and have been investigating the weight of different objects and 

using comparative language to describe what we can see.  

 

In our phon ics learning in Reception , this week , we have been developing our understanding of 

effective sentence composition. We have been exploring the importance 

of capital letters, finger spaces and full stops. We have also been 

working collaboratively to develop ou r cursive letter formation and 

have  been applying this when the form in the alphabet and sentences 

during guided write activities. In phonics in Nursery , some of us have 

been developing our  understanding of letters and their corre sponding 

sounds and we have  been developing our  blending skills. Some of our 

younger children in Nursery have been developing their listening skills through animal lotto 

games and have also enjoyed creating the alphabet jigsaw and discussing the differ ent pictures 

used to represent the different letters of the alphabet.  

 

We also had an amazing time 

making our own playdough!   
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Class 2  News  (Mrs Keelan)   

 

This week in PE , we have been developing the accuracy of our 

throwing skills. It was quite challenging getting the ball into the hoop, 

however we persevered and were able to put our skills to the test once 

we introduced 

bats!  

 

In our science learning this week we began 

an investigation to find out how water 

travels through plants.  We placed fo od 

colouring into jars with white carnations 

and made predictions of what we thought would happen. We had some fantastic scientific 

knowledge and understanding in our predictions:  

«G rfgli rfc nj_lr ugjj _`qmp` rfc u_rcp* rp_tcj sn rfc qrck _lb rfc

plant w gjj af_lec amjmsp,¬Lewis  

«Rfc u_rcp ugjj em sn rfc nj_lr _lb k_ic gr af_lec amjmsp* G rfgli gr

ugjj em qrpgnw,¬ Jesse 

«Rfc u_rcp ugjj `c _`qmp`cb sn rfpmsef rfc qrck* `ca_sqc rfcpc _pc lm

roots, it will travel up towards the plant and 

it will start to af_lec amjmsp,¬ Freddy  

We were a little disappointed with how long 

the process took as we were all very excited 

to see if our predictions were correct. We look 

forward to letting you know next week if we 

were!  

 

In RE this week , we explored the  different f eatures inside and 

outside of a church.  We talked about how churches are special 

places for Christians to visit and we discussed the reasons why.  

We then spent some time reflecting on our own special places and 

what make them special to us, why we enjoy spending time there 

and how it makes us feel in our own special places!  
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone)  

 

This week , we have been continuing to learn to play the 

glokenspiel. Each week we are building up our skills and 

knowledge around playing differ ent keys. After learning to 

play the songs in the lesson , we collaborated to perform the 

pieces of music  in small groups . We had to use our good 

listening skills to firstly listen to the music and then repeat it 

back to learn the different tunes. D uring part of the lesson , 

we had a go at some improvision and discussed  what it 

meant to improvise. We really enjoyed having a go at this 

and we produced some lovely sounding music with our 

improvision but still to the beat of the background song.  

   

During our computing lessons this week , we have been 

learning all about internet safety and how to stay safe 

online. This week , we were focusing on personal/private 

information; what it is and how it can be protected. We had 

an excellent discussion about wha t we class as 

personal/private information and we collaborated to come up with ways we can keep this safe. 

After watching a thought -

provoking video clip about 

personal information, we got into 

small groups and wrote our ideas 

onto big pieces of paper , adding 

illustrations to help us to 

remember the important 

information.  

 

 

 

In geography, we have continued our learning all about the 

Daintree Rainforest in Queensland Australia. We gathered together 

all of our research that we 

have done over the pas t couple 

of weeks (looking at books, 

watching a fascinating 

documentary and searching the 

internet) and we used this 

information to produce our very own non - chronological 

reports about Daintree Rainforest. We planned out what we 

would put in each section o f our reports and which pictures 
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or diagrams we would include and we made sure that we added captions/labels on the pictures 

so that the reader knew exactly what they were. We are all really proud of our reports and are 

excited to share some of these with you.  

 

This week , we have been lucky to be able to go to a sporting event at 

William Howard School. Reception, year 1 and year 2 all went to visit 

the school where there was a sporting event held by the older students 

at William Howard. We got out into d ifferent groups and we had to 

work alongside children from other schools to complete each of the 

different activities. Some of the activities that we had to complete 

were; hurdles, mini dodgeball, rounders, agility and track and field 

events. We really enj oyed collaborating with other schools and it was 

great to take part in each event. We all had lots of fun even though 

the weather took a turn for the worse and 

we did all get a bit wet!  

   

On Wednesday, in Year 3, we began to learn 

about the differences in male and female 

body parts and between the different types 

of families. With Miss Hutton, w e stretched 

our maths skills to s ort the body parts into 

a Venn diagram, before learning about ho w 

we can be assertive and keep ourselves 

safe. We challenged stereotypes (when 

working out if photographs of clothes babies 

were male or female) and discussed different family structures. W e were all very grown up 

when sorting the body parts and using the correct scientific vocabulary to describe the 

differences between males 

and females. Well done Year 

3!   

 

  



Learning From Each Other ð Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 3 News  (Miss Hutton)  

 

Despite being tired from our  exciting residential visit over the weekend, 

we hav e all worked incredibly hard in  our learning this week.  

 

We began the week by furthering our 

knowledge of programming games 

using infinite loops .  After missing a 

couple of lessons due to Sports Day 

and preparation for our places of 

worship visits, we spent the whole 

morning practisin g coding and 

animating our names in 

Qap_raf* `cdmpc apc_rgle _ ©a_rafgleª e_kc gl rfc q_kc ambgle

language. In this game, we applied our knowledge of loops and 

decimal numbers, choosing smaller decimal numbers to make 

our games more difficult! We also adde d in sound, changed the 

backgrounds and coded different 

creatures to disappear once they had 

`ccl ©a_sefrª* k_igle qspc rf_r uc bgb

not miss out any pieces of code. As part of our coding, we made sure 

that we stretched our reasoning skills to debug and spo t errors in code, 

before revising them as necessary. By the end of our lesson, we had all 

created a game that could be played by ourselves or others! We are 

lookin g forward to developing this ne xt week.   

 

To support our PSHE and computing 

learning, this w eek, we have been 

learning about online bullying and how we can ensure that 

our minds and bodies stay healthy when using online 

technologies. We recapped what bullying and online bullying 

might  look, feel and sound 

like, before sharing our 

knowledge of wha t we could 

do if we found ourselves in 

this situation. After this, we explored the different risks 

associated with sp ending too much time online before suggesting 

ways to look after our health and wellbeing. To record this 

learning and stretch our literacy  skills, we created an 

explanation text in our computing books so that we can  show 

just what we know about keeping ourselves safe and healthy. We also stretched our maths skills 

to work out how many days per year would be lost if the user spent 5 hours pe r day looking at 
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and using these devices -  we were very shocked! We represented this answer in days and 

fractions of weeks/ months/ years and decided that it was definitely important to limit screen 

time as children!   

 

In maths this week, we have been con tinuing 

to consolidate our learning from this academic 

year, making sure that we are ready for our 

new year groups. This week, we have been 

focusing on place value, multiplying and 

dividing by powers of ten and using known 

number facts to help us solve ans wers. We 

have all really stretched our mathematical 

vocabulary and reasoning skills and have 

enjoyed representing calculations in different 

ways . We have been getting to grips with 

vocabulary like commutative, additive 

and multiplicative to help us prove o ur 

answer , too -  ucªtc _jqm c_plcb osgrc _ dcu fmsqc- points for 

stretching our reasoning skills!   

 

In literacy, we have continued to complete 

our VIPERS reading questions each morning: 

this has helped us to really understand the 

qs`rjcrgcq gl msp aj_qq rcvr _lb fcjn sq rm ©k_engcª icw cjckclrq rm sqc gl

our narratives. At the end of the week, we began t o develop our own 

characters ready for our stories next week: we stretched our imitating 

learning muscle to base our character development on the same path that 

our main character followed. We all really enjoyed this development work 

and exploring characte r development in a range of books to support our 

understanding.  
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Class 3 News  (Mrs Arnold)  

 

Umu Uf_r _ `sqw rgkc ucªtc f_b mtcp rfc n_qr

two weeks! It might be nearing the end of the 

school year, but our learning is still in full flow. 

In science , ucªtc `ccl umpigle f_pb rm k_ic _

positive impact on the ha bitats around our school 

playground after learning about all the negative 

gkn_arq fsk_lq a_l f_tc, Ucªtc `ccl `sqgjw

planting up areas around our site to increase the 

diversity of flowering plants to support many species of pollinating insects, including b umblebees 

and butterflies. Using information from the Bumblebee Conservation Trust , 

we found out about the importance of wildflowers for bee populations and 

fmu 75# md @pgr_glªq ugjbdjmucpq f_tc bgq_nnc_pcb qglac rfc Qcamlb Umpjb

War. We found this quite sh ocking -  especially when we worked out that 

that only leaves us with 3% today! After finding that out, we were more 

than happy to start enhancing our planting at school and Mrs Arnold has 

had many excited reports of bee and insect sightings since!  

 

In Geography , we have been learning about a new biome: tundra. We 

recapped our knowledge about the world and its biomes and climate zones 

and Mrs Arnold was blown away by how much we could recall -  even 

rfmsef uc f_tclªr amtcpcb _ `gmkc qglac Qcnrck`cp Glfact, by locating tundra biomes on our 

world maps we were able to make links to our prior knowledge of climate zones to hypothesise 

what the tundra biome might be like. We told Mrs Arnold that it would definitely be cold most of 

the year; that there would be slight seasonal variation but not as much as we have in the UK; 

that in the summer it would be light nearly all the time and in winter it would be dark for 

longer; that it was unlikely that tall forests could grow due to the conditions; that it would li kely 

be hard for many animals and plants to survive; and that those populations that do live there 

would need to be adapted to the cold and harsh conditions. That was all before Mrs Arnold 

taught us anything!!! We then found out that the word tundra means ©rpccjcqq j_lbª gl Dgllgqf

and we used our knowledge organisers to find out more about the geographical features of this 

incredible biome. Finally, some of us began interpreting data about climate patterns and daylight 

hours to draw further conclusions abo ut the biome and make comparisons with Cumbria.  
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In History, we have moved away from the Homefront and 

have begun looking at other people, places and how they 

were involved and affected by the Second World War. On 

Wednesday , we looked at the enquiry question: What can one 

egpjªq bg_pw rcjj sq _`msr _ fgqrmpga_j ctclr= Rfgq u_q _l

extremely moving lesson and we treated it with the utmost 

respect and maturity. By watching videos, exploring a 

computer - generated reconstruction of her hiding place and by 

carefully reading extracts from her diary, we learned about 

Anne Frank from her own words and began to build a picture 

of what it would have been like to be Jewish in Europe at the 

time of World War Two. We made notes and discussed what 

we learned as we wen t through the lesson to help us answer our enquiry question. As well as 

finding out the facts, putting dates in order, learning about the laws imposed on Jewish people 

by the Nazi Party, we stretched our empathy muscles to really wonder what life would hav e 

been like for Anne and her family. At the very end of the lesson, we reflected on a final quote 

dpmk ?llcªq bg_pw ufgaf qfc k_bc lmr jmle `cdmpc rfcw ucpc _ppcqrcb rf_r q_gb* «In spite of 

everything I still believe that people are really good at heart. ¬We found this very powerful and 

incredibly hopeful and some of us were still thinking about this and 

talking about this the next day.  

 

In design and technology this week , we continued to look at 

rationing and the issues posed to people in the North of Eng land by 

our climate, which would have made growing our own vegetables 

and fruit all year round quite challenging. We explored our school 

vegetable patch and 

grounds to see what we 

would be able to 

supplement our rations 

with at this time of year. 

Not very many of our 

vegetables are ready yet, which further added to our 

suspicions that it would have been hard work to find 

fresh fruit and vegetables all year round. We learned 

that one solution to this was jam making and pickling, 

so we headed to our new outdo or area and picked 

some rhubarb to make jam with. We then returned to 

the classroom with our harvest, cleaned and prepared our rhubarb by slicing it into small 

chunks. We then added lots of sugar and some pectin and Mrs Arnold took charge of the boiling 

bi t in the school kitchen! Unfortunately, due to the quantity of fruit , msp h_k u_qlªr osgrc pc_bw

by the end of the day for us to try but we have a tasty sample to bring home today for us to try 

over the weekend (Friday).   
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Mrs Arnold advises that the jam is  used in 

rfc lcvr ucci mp qm* _q grªq sljgicjw rm iccn _q

long as shop bought jam. While our jam was 

boiling , we planned and wrote a recipe for 

our next DT lesson where we will make 

vegetable turnovers.  

 

Swimming  

 

We were excited to return to our swimmi ng 

lessons this week. We all showed amazing determination and resilience, e specially after a) 

having a two - week break and b) staying in for an extra - long session. We worked a little bit on 

drowning prevention skills (like floating and treading water )  as well  as working on our water 

confidence and strokes. One group spent quite a lot of the session at the deep end of the pool, 

jumping in and coping brilliantly with being in very deep water. In our foundations group, 

many of us were able to take off our floatat ion aids by the end of the lesson and swim 

independently! Everyone in both groups put their all into the whole session 

and were a real credit to our school.        

 

Class  3 Residential Visit to Lockerbie Manor (Friday 24
th

 June -  Sunday 

26
th

 June)   

Last Friday afternoon, Class 3 set off for a weekend in Lockerbie, 

accompanied by Mrs Arnold, Miss Hutton and Mr Mitchinson. With the 

bus packed up and loaded up with enough clothes for a fortnight, we 

made our way to our home for the weekend : Lockerbie Ma nor. We were all 

glapcbg`jw cvagrcb _q uc nsjjcb sn rm rfc `sgjbgle _lb uc amsjblªr u_gr rm

complete our 

first activities: of course, before we 

could begin our activities, we had 

the very important job of getting 

settled into our rooms and 

unpacking all of  our clothes.  

 

Before we knew it, it was time for our first activities: the zip wire and stand up paddle 

boarding! We absolutely loved each activity, with nearly everyone ending up in the lake... on 

more than one occasion! We really pushed ourselves out of  our comfort zones to stand up, jump 

on and roly - poly off our paddle boards, as well as zoom down the zip - wire -  whic h was rather 

high! After showering and changing into a fresh change of clothes (the first of many!), we 

swapped activities before heading ins ide for hot chocolate in our pyjamas and heading to bed. 
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Of course, after all of our activities, we were very 

tired and we all fell fast asleep straight  away and 

had a nice early  night...!  

 

After a emmb lgefrªq sleep, we were up and ready for 

our first activities: some of us were so excited that we 

were up and trying to get ready at 5am ! After a 

delicious breakfast, we headed back out onto the lake for a morning of canoeing and kayaking. 

We really stretched our collaboration and persevering learn ing 

muscles as we tried to make our way across the lake and play 

the various games that our instructors had created. Again, lots of 

us ended up in the lake (particularly when trying to lie down and 

move around our kayaks!) so we 

headed back to our rooms fo r yet 

another shower and change of 

clothes! After a morning of lots of 

exercise, we were all ready for our 

lunch and we tucked in to jacket 

potatoes and lots of salad.   

 

Unfortunately, our afternoon and 

early evening activities were postponed on a couple of occasions 

due to thunderstorms, but this did not stop us having fun! In the first of 

the storms, we decided that it would be a perfect opportunity to hold our 

talent show! We had comedy routines, 

gymnastic routines, songs, dances, magic tricks 

and actin g-  it was brilliant! For the rest of our 

activities that day, we completed a blind trail, 

obstacle course and rock climbing:  we all got 

very muddy and really stretched our 

collaboration learning muscle as we cheered 

each other on and suggested how we could  

complete each challenging activity.   

 

Our final evening was spent enjoying hot chocolate and biscuits 

before listening to Mrs Arnold read us a few chapters of one of our new Reading for Pleasure 

books. It was a nice way to wind down before bed and so many md sq dcjj _qjccn _q ucªb f_b

such a busy day. Bedtime was a lot earlier on our final night and we all were looking forward 

to our final morning of exciting activities.  

 

Having completed a little bit of packing on Saturday night, we were all up, dressed , packed up 

and down for breakfast by 8:05am -  Miss Hutton, Mrs Arnold and Mr Mitchinson were so 
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impressed! Admittedly , bags were a lot heavier than they were on our arrival (due to all the 

soggy clothes) and not packed as neatly, but everyone helped each oth er get their bags 

downstairs ready for our departure. After our final breakfast, we got wrapped up in lots of 

layers and set off for our final activities: archery and low ropes. The collaboration practise from 

the whole weekend really began to shine throug h and everyone was helping each other and 

working together to beat the clock in 

the low ropes challenge! Similarly, 

we stretched our making links 

learning muscle as we applied our 

archery skills from PE to shoot real 

arrows into the targets -  it was 

very exciting!  

 

Our final activity was to gather up the last of our belongings and say thank you to the Lockerbie 

Manor staff for looking after us so well. Our bus journey home was very, very quiet and we 

we re all pleased to see our grown - ups when we got back to school.  

 

Everyone had a brilliant time and enjoyed this exciting learning experienc e: we are so proud of 

everyone and how well they challenged themselves to attempt each activity! Well done, everyone!   
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