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Learners of the Week: Lockie, Rory and Evie 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 19     Helvellyn 19     Blencathra 15   

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Class 1 this week, we had a fantastic time 

meeting some firefighters and learning all 

about what they do and how they help 

people. They showed us some of the 

equipment that they use and some of the 

different clothing they wear to protect them 

during different rescues in fires, water and 

mud. We were able to ask questions and 

even try on some of the different clothing, which was great fun! 

As well as learning about what fire fighters do to help people, we also learnt about how we 

can keep ourselves and our families safe. We learnt about the 

importance of fire alarms and what we need to do if we were in an 

emergency situation. It was such a brilliant experience and we cannot 

wait to learn about different careers too! 

 

In our geography and understanding the world learning, we have 

started to develop our knowledge of the United Kingdom and the 

different countries which make up the United Kingdom. We created a 

jigsaw of the UK to look more closely at the different countries and 

also looked at the flags for each of the 

countries. Year 1 also added labels to a 

map to differentiate between the different 

countries. We are looking forward to 

learning more about England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 

Ireland this term. 

 

In maths, we have been developing our subitising knowledge, 

which involves us looking at an arrangement of objects and 

stating the number of objects rather than having to count out 

each object individually. This is something which we are going to 

continue to develop over time. 

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

In phonics in Year 1, this week we have been looking at some alternative sounds and have been 

applying this knowledge to our reading and writing. In phonics in Nursery and Reception we 

have been learning about the letters i, n, m and d this week and have even started using our 

understanding to read some simple words! 

 

In computing, we have been developing our understanding of different 

forms of technology. We learnt about the different parts of electrical 

technology and their functions, for e.g. a 

keyboard or mouse. We then practised applying 

these skills when using a laptop with a particular 

focus on using the touchpad. It was tricky but we 

persevered and it was great fun learning some 

new skills! 

 

In our art and expressive arts and design 

learning, we have been focusing on portraits and 

in particular portraits created by the artist Andy 

Warhol. We looked at examples of his artwork and 

discussed some of the colours that he used and how we could create our 

own versions. We then used mirrors to look closely at our own faces to 

create an initial self portrait, thinking carefully about our different facial 

features. Afterwards, we then copied our self portraits to provide us with 

4 faces for us to then add colour to in the style of Andy Warhol using 

colouring pencils. We cannot wait to explore portraits using different 

mediums too. 

 

 

 

Class 2 News 

 

We enjoyed a visit from the Fire Service this week in school. 

They came and spoke to us about fire safety, ways in 

which to prevent fire and 

what to do in the event of 

a fire. This was very interesting. This also allowed us to make 

links to our science learning and our topic of everyday 

materials as we learned why the clothing worn by the 

firefighters are suitable for the purpose. 
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As the weather has taken a slightly autumnal turn, 

our PE lessons this week have been both inside 

and outside! We have, 

however, been continuing 

with our work on team 

games, moving into an open 

space and developing the 

skills of throwing and 

catching. 

  

 

 

In our History learning this week, we stretched our collaboration 

muscles as worked with a partner to research the Roman 

Emperor, Julius Caeser.  We planned our work thoroughly and 

worked together to create presentation 

for the class on what we had 

learned.  We used books from our 

school library, the library service and 

the internet to support us. We then 

stretched our listening muscles as we 

waited to hear what each of us had 

discovered.   

  

 

We have been stretching our imitating muscles in our French lesson this week as we learned 

different greetings throughout the day.  We practiced these in pairs, once we felt confident we 

then added the introductions we learned last week. 
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

In our computing learning this week, we have continued to learn all 

about flat-file databases and how these can be used to store, 

organise and retrieve data. This week, we made links to our maths 

learning by using search 

functions to sort data: for 

example, we used the <  > 

and = signs to identify 

countries and their various populations and languages, 

before using these to answer questions about our data 

sets.  

 

In maths this week, we 

have been learning how to 

add and subract a variety of numbers using a variety of models 

and pictorial representations. We have been using part-whole 

models and  bar models to work out missing integers, as well as 

using the inverse operation to solve 

problems. We are really enjoying our 

maths learning and have been challenging ourselves to prove our 

knoweldge with clear calculations and thorough reasoning... 

even when we had lots of calculations to do! That persevering 

certainly pays off! 

 

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have been planning and writing our 

very own ‘hot write’ losing tales. Using a graph, we mapped out the 

characters’ feelings and emotions at different points of the story, as well 

as how we could use the weather to show the reader that something was 

happening. We also ‘magpied’ key words or phrases 

from our model text and short-burst writing activities 

from last week so that we could develop our 

narratives- we are looking forward to publishing these 

in a class book! 
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For our hot writes, we wrote stories based on our class text, ‘Skyhawk’, 

where our main character loses a precious 

item, which- in this book- is an osprey. We 

have been gripped by this text and are hoping 

that Iris (the osprey) is found safe and well- 

we hate it when we have to stop reading and 

wait until the next day to find out what has 

happened! To support our learning in literacy 

and science, some of us have been using a 

non-fiction book all about birds to read and 

understand how we can help look after these 

animals. On Monday, we read instructions 

about making bird feeders and made our own bird food that we hung outside once it had set! 

This also helped to prepare us for our RSPB visit on Wednesday.  

 

We are all working really hard on our reading- and reading at home- in Class 3. We are 

aiming to read at home at least three times each week and we have made so much progress in 

our reading already this term. We are looking forward to 

developing our reading for pleasure by visiting the 

library in the Hub, soon! 

 

Finally, on Tuesday, we all really enjoyed learning how 

to keep safe in the event of a fire! We are looking 

forward to a fire crew visiting us soon (complete with 

fire engine!), as well as the firework safety talk we 

have planned for November!  
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Class 3 Fieldwork Visit 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we went on an exciting trip out 

and up to the fellside, exploring the Geltsdale nature 

reserve. Our day started out with a lovely walk following a 

dismantled railway line over to a disused quarry near 

Forest Head. Here, we explored the 

moorland and learned about the 

birds, plants and animals that live 

and grow there. Our guides told us all about the hen harrier that live 

in habitats like these and we played a game which taught us about 

camouflage and how important it is to 

ground-nesting birds. We then took the 

bus down to the RSPB building at 

Geltsdale and enjoyed our lunch before 

exploring the deciduous woodland around 

it. First, we explored a piece of newly 

planted woodland with young trees. Using 

ID sheets, we carefully observed the shapes of leaves to identify the 

species of each tree. Once we were secure in naming the different species, we conducted a tree 

survey to find out how many of each species there were in 

that area. Finally, we walked up 

to a mature bit of deciduous 

woodland to compare it with the 

younger area. We played a game 

where we had to look for pictures 

of woodland animals which were 

hidden around the wood. Our 

guide Jack then told us all about 

each animal. It was a wonderful 

day; we were extremely lucky with the weather, and it was 

fantastic to be back out on a trip again.  
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Collective Worship  

As part of our Collective Worship this week, we have been 

discussing whether or not disposable face coverings should - or 

should not- be banned. We thought carefully about their 

environmental impact, before stretching our reasoning learning 

muscle when sharing our thoughts and ideas. In our Collective 

Worship linked to inspirational people, this week we found out 

about the life of Roald 

Dahl- including everything from being a chocolate tester 

(which later inspired Charlie and the Chocolate Factory) 

to his time in World War 2 and being a world famous 

author. We thought carefully about the Building Learning 

Power muscles that he would have stretched in his life 

time and how we can be inspired by him.  

Whole School Feel-good Friday: Outdoor Mathematics 

 

Last week (in our outdoor maths 

lessons), we began to explore 

fractions and - particularly- fractions 

of different amounts. This is a pre-

learning activity to help us with 

our understanding of fractions 

when we learn about it later in the 

term. Using natural objects, in 

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6, we worked out halves, thirds, quarters, fifths, 

sixths, eighths and twelfths of a range of numbers. This also 

helped us with our knowledge of factors and multiples, too. Some 

of us decided to find out two thirds of amounts (for example), using the natural materials to 

reinforce and work out each answer.  

 

Whole School Feel-good Friday: Weekly Wellbeing  

 

As part of our outdoor gardening last Friday afternoon, we began to prepare 

the site for our new outdoor classroom. We recapped and discussed what we 

would like to have in each area, before working together to try and clear 

some of the materials that have been left there- this included gates, tyres 
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and paving slabs. We have decided that we would like to re-use as many 

of these objects as we can, so that we are 

thinking about the environmental impact of 

what we are doing, too.  

 

After we spent some time tidying and sorting, 

we began to work together to tie in some of the 

willow branches that have grown this year. 

Instead of putting the branches that were cut 

off on the compost heap, we decided to use 

these as cuttings that will hopefully grow 

roots over the next few weeks: we plan on using these to build part 

of our bird hide in the new outdoor classroom!  

 

We are all really enjoying the time that we are spending outdoors and we are learning lots 

about the natural wildlife and seasonal changes in our local area. We are also enjoying the 

time to talk about our feelings and boost our self-esteem and wellbeing! 
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