
 

Week beginning 28
th

 February 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Pete, Freddy and Ruby 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 133   Helvellyn 117   Blencathra 111 

 

Class 1 News 

 

What a great week of learning in Class 1! In our history and understanding 

the world learning, we began to learn all about steam engines, in particular 

steam trains. We watched a video explaining how steam engines work and it 

was fascinating to see how the different components work 

together to help the train to move. It was interesting making 

comparisons to our experiences of trains now and 

how they are 

powered too. After 

developing our 

knowledge, we then 

practised drawing a 

steam engine diagram, with a 

particular focus on the key 

components needed to make the engine work efficiently. Year 1 then added labels to their 

diagrams to highlight this further. 

 

Linked to our science and understanding the world learning from last week, we continued to 

develop our understanding of plants and trees. We began by searching for different examples of 

plants and trees, again within our outdoor environment. We looked specifically at the similarities 

and differences between a plant and a tree and also 

investigated the plants and trees using our different senses. We 

discovered that the moss felt 'fluffy' and that the snowdrop 

petals felt 'soft'. Using this knowledge, we then began to group 

pictures into 

different plants 

and trees, 

highlighting some of their similarities and 

differences and it was amazing to hear how much 

we were able to recall from last week. 
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In our computing learning, we expanded on the knowledge 

we had learnt last week around digital writing. Last week, 

we explored typing using a 

keyboard whereas this week we 

focused on more specific skills 

and keys. We practised using the 

space bar, enter key and 

backspace key. 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, we created 

story maps for “The Little Red Hen” story. We 

considered the storyline and characters, with a 

particular focus on the sequencing of the 

story. Our story maps look brilliant and it is 

great to see how unique they all are! 

 

In our phonics learning in Year 1, we have 

been focusing on different alternative ‘e’ 

sounds. We practised writing and reading 

words containing alternative ‘e’ and have been applying this knowledge 

within guided reading and writing 

activities. In Reception, we have 

continued to develop our 

awareness of digraphs and 

trigraphs and have been practising reading and writing 

words using our segmenting and blending skills to 

support us. In Nursery, we have been exploring rhyme, 

creating a rhyming soup and playing bingo! 

 

In maths in Year 1, we have been learning about numbers within 50, with a particular focus on 

tens and ones. We used different resources to support us in our learning including using hundred 

boards and Base Ten. In Reception and Nursery, we have been exploring the composition of the 

numbers 6, 7 and 8. We investigated different number bonds to see how they differed and also 

used a variety of resources to support us including counters and songs. 
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We also liked celebrating World Book Day on 3rd March and we really 

enjoyed sharing our favourite stories. We listened to and talked about 

stories and it was great to see just how 

different all of our stories were!  

 

In our Monday assembly, we have been 

working collaboratively as a whole school to 

outline how we learn, linked to specific subject 

areas. Last week, we focused on the subject of 

maths, discussing with our buddies about what 

it is to be a mathematician at Hallbankgate 

School and some of the 

different skills and BLP 

learning muscles we can use 

to support our maths 

learning. This week, we 

focused on reading and it was interesting to share and 

discuss our own perceptions of reading and 

collaboration. 

 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been busy looking at lines of symmetry within shapes.  

We stretched our noticing muscles as we drew the missing part of the shapes to make them 

symmetrical. We then challenged each other with our own designs for our classmates to 

complete!  

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have been continuing to read our new class book ‘The 

Battle of Bubble and Squeak’. We stretched our imagining muscles as we 

completed our Cold Write. We have also been busy learning about 

possessive apostrophes. We used these in our sentences as we created 

wanted posters for some of the characters from the Revolting Rhymes 

poems we read last week.  We were able to be really creative with our 

descriptions of the characters as we thought about their attributes. 
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In PE this week, we have been continuing with the development 

of our tennis skills.  We’ve been 

enjoying stretching our collaboration 

muscles as we created some small 

volleys with a partner.  We also 

stretched our imitating skills as we 

learnt how 

to serve the 

ball. 

 

In RE this week, we thought about Pancake Day. We learnt why people 

celebrate pancake day and the significance of 

Lent to Christians. 

We discussed how 

the start of Lent is 

marked by Christians 

through Ash 

Wednesday. As it 

was Pancake Day, 

we also made and 

sampled our own pancakes! 

  

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have continued to get to grips with lots of 

new and exciting vocabulary in our class text, Cogheart. Using a dictionary to 

find definitions and a thesaurus to find synonyms, we have explored new 

vocabulary linked to each chapter that we have read and are planning to 

weave this new learning into our ‘warm writes’ next week. As well as this, 

over the course of the week we have built up a bank of figurative language, 

linked to our focus on story settings. Using photographs to help us think of ideas, we explored 

how we could use similes, powers of three, personification, metaphors, alliteration and fronted 

adverbial phrases to add detail and interest to our writing. We have enjoyed sharing these with 

each other and have continued to embed a skill that we developed last half term; making sure 

that our vocabulary and figurative language choices fit the mood, tone or context of the message 

that we are trying to convey. 
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In maths this week, we have continued to develop our knowledge and understanding of perimeter 

in Year 4. Over the course of the week, we have explored the perimeter of a range of rectilinear 

shapes and found the missing sides when these were not given to us. This helped us to apply 

our knowledge of the links between mm and cm, cm and m and m and km, as some lengths 

were given to us in mixed units. In Year 5, we have continued to learn about decimal numbers 

and how we can add and subtract these, accurately and efficiently. To 

develop our knowledge further - and to stretch our reasoning learning 

muscle - we had to prove why an answer was correct or incorrect, making 

sure that we made links to our place value and number-fact knowledge. We 

have made so much progress in proving and reasoning our answers in 

maths and are realising that the method is often more important than the 

answer! In Year 6, we have been stretching our making links learning 

muscle by working out fraction, decimal and percentage equivalents.  

 

What a lot of progress we have made in our music 

learning this week! At the beginning of our lesson, we used the glockenspiels 

to recap our understanding of crotchets, minims, whole 

notes and rests, before playing a brand new piece of 

music. This piece of music involved the notes D, E, F, as 

well as each type of note that we rehearsed earlier in the 

lesson. To make sure that we could play minims and 

whole notes f or the right length of time, we learned how 

to use both beaters to ‘roll’ a note. The end result was 

brilliant- we were accurately reading the sheet music, keeping in time and 

pausing in all of the rests! Class 3 can hear our latest piece on Tapestry.  

 

In our computing learning, we have been working hard to finish our 

maths podcast from last half term, as well as start our new unit of 

learning about digital media. Using the maths poems that we wrote 

as part of the NSPCC Number Day, we used Audacity to record our 

poems on a new track, making sure 

that they did not overlap the track 

before. Our podcast is nearly finished and we hope to be able 

to share it with your soon! 
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This half term, we are learning how to edit and record videos and started our lesson this week 

by evaluating videos and how they were filmed. We developed lots of new vocabulary linked to 

this unit (including, head-shot, panning and long-shot) and then applied this learning to explore 

camera angles and camera position. W e also built on our previous computing learning by 

identifying the different sensors on the device that we 

were using. Next week, we will be developing story 

boards to begin developing our film.  

 

In our Religious 

Education learning this 

week, we continued to 

develop our knowledge 

and understanding of the value of 

truthfulness. Building on from our 

learning last week - where we 

explored quotes from religious texts 

and then debated what truthfulness 

is and whether it is ever okay to not be entirely truthful - this week, 

we used the Educate Against Hate materials to explore ‘fake news’ and 

mis-information. In our tables, we were 

given scenarios linked to 4 different 

people: a shopkeeper, a university 

lecturer, a politician and a journalist. 

Each character that we were given had 

been responsible - in one way or 

another - for spreading information that wasn’t true. In each 

of the cases, we debated whether this was right or wrong, the 

impact of it and whether the character would have known 

that the information was not true. This helped us to identify how we can stay safe online and 

understand what a trustworthy source might look like: we linked this to our distilling and 

questioning learning muscles, too, where we can take forward the most important points and 

question as to whether we should believe it or not. This part of the lesson helped us to make 

links to current news events and understand that not all things that are shared online are true, 

particularly on social media or when information gets passed from one person to another. We 

then turned our attention to the current world events and the information that is shared around 

the world, focusing on the positive events, rather than the negative events. By the end of the 

lesson, we had discussed how people around the world are helping those in need: whether this 

is donating money, clothing or medicine- as well as how Governments have a duty to protect 

their children, under the United Nations Rights of the Child. We used five ‘Rights of the Child’ to 

help us understand how children in Eastern Europe will be helped and then discussed what we 

can do if we are worried about events in the news.  
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Everyone in Class 3 showed great empathy towards current events and we are so proud of how 

mature, sensitive and empathetic everyone was. Well done, Class 3. 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

We’ve done some really impressive learning in our science lessons this 

week. We’ve been tackling the tricky topic of evolution and inheritance and 

have finished our explanation writing by explaining the process of 

evolution. We learned that fossils are a good source of evidence that show 

how life on earth has changed over time, so we 

used some photos of ancient horse fossils to 

examine how this familiar species has changed 

over time. It was fascinating to see how millions 

of years ago the direct ancestor to modern horses would have only been 

the size of a dog and had 3 toes on each foot! We looked at the reasons 

behind these changes and thought about all our previous learning about 

inherited characteristics to work out why certain characteristics aided 

survival and therefore became more common in the population through 

natural selection. This was a really tricky theory to get our heads around but we all had a 

really good go at explaining it in our own words.  

 

Poetry by Heart Challenge 

 

This week we launched a challenge for children to learn a 

poem off by heart to perform at our poetry assembly in two 

weeks’ time: Thursday 18
th

 March. This challenge is inspired 

by the national competition run by Poetry by Heart that has been developed to help foster a love 

of poetry in children and teachers, as well as providing a challenge that is both fun and 

confidence building. The challenge is completely optional and you will be notified if your child 

has said they would like to take part.  

 

To take part, children need to choose one of the three categories of challenge to join in with, 

either Classical, Freestyle or Showcase, then choose their poem and learn it to perform from 

memory. More information and a wealth of poems, tips and tricks can be found on the Poetry by 

Heart website by following this link: https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/seven-plus/ 

 

For younger pupils who would like to join in, we would recommend the Showcase category 

where they can learn any poem in anyway, even one they’ve written themselves.  

 

After our in-school event, we may choose children to enter into the national competition, however 

this will be optional and permission will be sought from parents before doing so.  

 

 

https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/seven-plus/
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World Book Day  

 

This week, we celebrated World Book Day! On Thursday, we all 

brought our favourite books to school and enjoyed sharing them 

with our friends and teachers- some children brought in more than 

one book as it was so hard to choose! On Thursday morning, 

Rachel - from NISCU - brought in her favourite book and shared 

how this special holy text 

makes her feel. With a special 

version of the bible, Rachel 

showed us what the Bible 

means to her and listened to 

some of our book 

recommendations- she was 

also very impressed that we 

had remembered the lyrics to 

some of the songs that she 

last sang with us in March 

2020, too! On Thursday 

afternoon, we spent some time 

listening to our teacher’s 

favourite stories, which they read to us around the school. It was nice to share stories with 

children from each class, as well as hearing some new - and much-loved - children’s stories.  

 

As part of World Book Day, we launched our brand new Book Swap! We know just how exciting 

it is to choose a book and would like to make that possible for all children in our school. 

Therefore, we will be creating posters in the next few weeks asking for donations of unwanted 

children’s books that are in good condition. Following this, all children will be able to bring a 

book from home into school (that they no longer want and with 

parent permission) and swap it for 

another book from the shelf. We 

hope that this can mean that all 
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children try new books - in addition to the books that 

we borrow from the library and have as school 

reading books - and continue to develop a life-long 

love of reading. Finally, we ended World Book Day by 

receiving our World Book Day book tokens, which we 

are very excited to spend!   

 

Recorder Club 

 

Mrs Arnold and Miss Hutton’s new recorder club 

started this week, with children from Class 2 and 

Class 3 learning how to hold their recorders properly 

and play the note ‘B’. Everyone was so excited to take 

their brand new recorders home and we are sure that 

everyone has had fun practising!  


