
 

Week beginning 28
th

 June 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  118    Helvellyn  121     Blencathra  112   

 

SPORTS DAY! 

 

On Monday, it was Sports Day! Unfortunately, we 

were not able to share this event with parents, but we 

hope to share our Sports Day videos with you by the 

end of term. 

 

Everyone 

worked 

incredibly hard to earn as many points at they could 

for their houses; accurately demonstrating the skills that 

we have been learning in PE over the last few weeks. In 

Year 3 and Year 6, not only did we need to score points 

too, but we had to score and organise our team, which really stretched our planning and 

collaboration learning muscles! In some events, we scored so many points that we needed to 

use the back of our score cards to record these 

points, too! Some of us in Class 3 decided to use 

our break times to help add up theses scores 

which really helped out the teachers as we scored 

the highest number of points, ever!  

 

In our ‘bubbles’ we completed 12 different activities 

to demonstrate our throwing, catching and aiming skills (as well as long jump and high 

jump), before we moved to team games and our running events. We also enjoyed a cooling ice 

lolly as an extra treat!  We all had an amazing day and really made our teachers proud. A 

HUGE thank you to all of our teachers for such a special day- particularly Ric for his 

outstanding PE teaching and for organsing the event! 

 

This year, the final points were... 

 

3
rd

 Place: Skiddaw (11,045 points) 

2
nd

 Place: Helveylln (14, 170 points) 

1
st

 Place: Blencathra (14, 895 points) 

 

Well done, Blencathra, for winning your first ever Sports Day! 
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Class 1 News 

 

In Class 1 this week, we have been doing some brilliant mathematical 

learning. In Year 1, we have been developing our knowledge of money 

and have had a great time exploring different coins and notes. We have 

been discussing the similarities and differences between the coins and 

notes and also spent time grouping different coins 

together, based on qualities like shape, size and 

colour. It was fantastic to actually manipulate real 

coins and notes! We have also been learning about the 

value of different coins and have been counting out numbers of coins using 

our knowledge of the 2, 5 and 10 times table. In Reception and Nursery, we 

have been developing our understanding of doubles. We have been using 

dominoes and dice to play different games to support our knowledge of 

doubles and doubling facts.  

 

We have been learning all about different animal groups and some of the 

different characteristics of each group, this week. We learnt about mammals, 

amphibians, birds, fish, reptiles and invertebrates. We learnt about some of 

their key features and then chose an animal to draw for 

each animal group. In Year 1, we also added labels to our 

drawings to describe one of the features.  

 

We also had a great time creating some swan inspired 

poetry linked to our Talk for Writing story, ‘The Different 

Duckling’. We looked at images and videos of swans and 

then generated descriptive vocabulary and similes linked to 

swans. We then created our own individual animal poems 

linked to swans. We formed our writing around the outline 

of the swan and also created background pictures for a habitat in which the swan might live.  

 

We had an amazing afternoon working with Class 2 to create some artwork 

representing our school. We started by looking at our school building, 

considering the textures, colours and shapes we could see. We worked together 

to share our ideas and observations. We then decided on which art medium 

we were going to use to create our representation. Some people chose to sketch 

using sketching pencils, charcoals and wax crayons. Others created paintings 

or collages. Within the different mediums, we had to consider the colours we 

were using and the shapes needed to represent the school accurately. It was 

brilliant having the opportunity to work together and learn from each other! We 

also enjoyed sharing stories together outside.  
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Class 2 News 

 

We’ve had such a busy week again in class 2! 

We all really enjoyed sports day on Monday 

and had to stretch lots of our learning 

muscles, including 

perseverance and 

collaboration.  In PE this 

week, we had to stretch our 

imitating and collaboration 

muscles as we learned a new 

game - Quidditch! This was great 

fun, despite being very challenging 

to learn: we all did extremely well! 

 

 

 

In Geography this week, we have 

been learning what tectonic plates are 

and identifying them on a world 

map.  This was interesting as we 

didn’t realise that there were so 

many.  We also noticed a pattern in 

that many of the volcanoes sit along 

where the tectonic plates meet. 

  

 

In art this week, we have been stretching our imitating muscles 

whilst being creative.  We worked collaboratively with Class 1 

and went outside to observe our school in detail.  We looked at 

the colours and shapes and we were able to choose which 

form we preferred to work in.  We had 

a choice of sketching, charcoal, 

collage or painting.  It was great 

fun and our artwork is looking 

very effective! 
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In Maths this week, 

we began exploring 

mass.  We identified 

things that were 

heavier and lighter 

and began exploring 

the weights and 

scales stretching our questioning and noticing muscles. 

 

Art wasn’t the only opportunity that we had to collaborate with Class 1 this week: we took the 

opportunity to enjoy the beautiful weather and took reading partners outside in the shade to 

read and share a book together.   

  

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

Despite our Bright Stars project being officially over, we spent 

some time on Monday reviewing our progress and next steps. We 

were also lucky enough to have some school registers from the 

early 1900s loaned to us and we looked at them very carefully, 

making sure that we didn’t damage them. As part of this 

learning activity, we really stretched our noticing, questioning 

and making links learnings muscles to try to spot patterns and 

weave a web of understanding. We were fascinated as to why 

the children left school and found out that some were aged 14 

(and therefore too old to attend) or that they went to work in 

the pits, at the Spelter Works in Tindale or in domestic service. 

We also read that one child had left school because they had 

unfortunately died: we remembered about the pandemics and 

school closures in our logs books and followed this line of 
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enquiry! We found out that within 4 weeks of the child no longer attending our school, 

attendance was extremely low due to scarlet fever. 

 

As well as following those lines of enquiries, we also spent some 

time exploring how the school building has changed and how the 

use of the Belted Will has changed over the years. Based on old 

photographs sent in by members 

of community and school 

community, we worked out what 

was the same and different: for 

example, the school carpark was 

actually part of the playground and the Belted Will was used 

as a shop during the temperance movement. We also stretched 

our noticing learning muscle to compare the physical features 

of the landscape had changed and just how much the trees 

had grown opposite the school field! We were also fascinated by old newspaper cuttings, 

postcards and letters that have been shared with us.  

 

In literacy this week, we have been making links to our village and what it means to us. We 

used our senses to describe the village and then expanded on these with similes, metaphors, 

expanded noun phrases, alliteration and personification. We really tried to show how special 

and unique our village is and can’t wait for you to see them in the village flower show in 

September. 

 

In PE this week, we played 

Quidditch! At the beginning of the 

lesson, we really showed how 

much knowledge we had of 

handball, dodgeball, attacking and 

defending by making links between the different roles and the 

skills that we would need. After that, it was time to play! We 

quickly realised just how many team tactics would come into 

play and we made sure that 

we defended our goals as 

best we could...especially 

as there were two of them! 

We also had to make sure 

that we did not fall off our 

broomsticks (or- in reality- 

drop our hockey sticks!), 

making sure we navigated 

the space carefully. We are looking forward to building on our team tactics, next week! 
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In science this week, we have started to learn about 

changing materials and their properties. In our lesson this 

week, we explored a range of materials and their response 

to magnets, their solubility, their hardness and whether or 

not they were transparent, translucent or opaque. To do 

this, we stretched our collaboration 

learning muscle to work in groups to 

design a series of ‘fair tests’, before each 

group began to test them out. We made 

sure that we identified the variables and how we would make sure that our 

results were reliable. We also worked scientifically to use and select our 

apparatus carefully and accurately as well as carefully record our 

observations and findings. We also made lots of links to our maths learning, 

as well as our previous 

science learning about 

light and solids, 

liquids and 

gases! 

 

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we spent the 

afternoon learning about mountains. First, 

we learned how 

mountains are 

formed by plate 

tectonics and looked 

at map to see how most mountain ranges follow 

the edges of the tectonic plates of the Earth’s crust. 

We used a map to locate the mountain ranges of 

the UK and noticed that they are all positioned 

from the middle to the West of England, Wales and Scotland and to the 

East of Northern Ireland. We also noticed that the mountains are higher in 

the North.  
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Then, we looked at the physical features of mountains, 

making links to our learning about rivers to remember 

how valleys are formed between mountains. Using our 

knowledge of climate, weather and the water cycle, we 

also reasoned as to why 

some higher mountain ranges 

have snow on all year round 

(even in hot countries) and 

why snow and tree lines exist in these places. After break, we then 

explored tourism, leisure and human processes related to mountain 

ranges and Mrs Arnold shared some photos of the adventures she’s 

had in mountain ranges all over the world. She showed us some of 

the equipment that mountaineers use to protect themselves from the weather and keep themselves 

safe. We then got to try some of the equipment out on the playground where we had a go at 

abseiling down the grass then climbing back up again using a piece of equipment that stops 

you falling off, just like they use when climbing Mount Everest.  

 

In our history lesson this week, we explored lots of forms of 

historical evidence to find out what was happening in our 

local area during the Tudor era. We had previously learned 

that, by the end of the Tudor period, England had become a 

prosperous nation, but we wanted to find out whether the 

prosperity could be seen in the north of England as well as 

the south. By examining maps, letters, buildings, village 

layouts and even a traditional ballad, we found clues which 

suggested that the border between England and Scotland was a volatile place throughout 

the Tudor era, especially during the reign of Elizabeth I. We 

discovered how tensions between the two countries had led to the 

rise of the Border Reivers throughout this 

area and how lawlessness prevailed, despite 

the efforts of local wardens. Using multiple 

sources, we learned the story of the 

infamous reiver Kinmont Willie who was 

captured then subsequently rescued from Carlisle Castle in 1596. We 

noticed differences in the accounts which showed us how we need to 

be aware of bias in historical accounts. This showed us that as historians we need to 

examine as much evidence as possible before making theories about the past.  

 

Remember, home learning projects are due in school on Monday 

12
th

 July! We can’t wait to see them! 


