
 

Week beginning 28
th

 March 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week 21
st

 March: Theo, Hannah and Amos 

Learners of the Week 28
th

 March: Beau, Seb and Alexa 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 147   Helvellyn 130   Blencathra 133 

 

This week has been Assessment Week where we have all showed off just 

how much progress we have made, this term! Everyone should be very 

proud of their perseverance and effort- we are really very proud of you! 

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

We enjoyed celebrating the start of Spring in 

Class 1. We developed our knowledge of the 

changing seasons and then changed the tree in 

our classroom. We added pink blossom and new 

buds to the tree, signifying the changes that we 

are starting to see in our school grounds. It 

looks fantastic! 

 

Ahead of our new learning next term, we have 

decided to change our role play area; creating a castle 

in place of the steam train that we have at the 

moment. We researched castles, creating designs for 

our role play area and discussing our ideas together. 

Throughout this week, we have then been creating our 

new role play area, starting with adding handprint 

stones to replicate the stonework of a castle. This idea 

was 

generated by 

one of the children in Class 1 and it was such a good 

idea- it looks really effective! We are also hoping to 

add a drawbridge, battlements and perhaps a tower 

too! 
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We had an 

amazing 

school trip to 

Carlisle this 

week in Class 

1! We travelled 

on the bus to 

Carlisle 

Cathedral and 

then enjoyed 

looking around 

and learning 

about some of the key features. The starry ceiling was 

incredible! We then went to 

see Carlisle Castle, identifying 

the battlements, tower and 

portcullis. It was great to see 

the different features in 

person. We are looking 

forward to developing our 

understanding of castles 

further next term. We then 

moved onto Bitts Park where 

we found a statue of Queen 

Victoria; who we are going to 

be learning all about in our 

history learning next term. We also had a brilliant time 

playing in the park! Our final activity of the day involved a 

visit to Tullie House museum. We consolidated our learning 

about 

trains 

through 

different 

crafty 

activities 

and also 

had a 

great time 

exploring 

round the 

museum 

and 
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looking at the different exhibits. It was such a brilliant day of learning and we were so 

incredibly proud of all of the children’s behaviour, they were such good representatives for 

Hallbankgate School!  
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

This week in PE, we have been playing 

dodgeball. We have been stretching our 

collaborating and persevering learning 

muscles; developing our throwing and 

catching skills and learning the tactics of 

the game. 

 

In RE, we have spent some time reflecting on our learning from the 

last few weeks, by creating a storyboard of the Easter story.  We 

stretched our listening and noticing muscles as we recalled the 

events, before distilling the main events.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone)  

 

During geography, we have been completing an enquiry on our 

question; what are the differences between HBG from the past 

and now? We had different sources of information to look at, 

including maps from the past to present and photographs too. 

We got into mixed year groups and collaborated to study each 

source of information, using our noticing muscles to identify the 

similarities and differences. There were lots of details that we 

noticed from studying the pictures and maps, including; there 

were no road markings from the photos in the past, there are 

more buildings now, the types of cars they had were different 

and the old railway line was present on the map from 1926. As 

part of the lesson, we kept making links to our history learning 

about the old railway line and George Stephenson and ‘The 

Rocket’.  

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

This week, we went on a trip around Hallbankgate village to take a look at where the old 

railway line used to be, which linked to our history and geography learning. We carefully made 

our way around the Hub and noticed that the metal 

bars sticking out of the wall at the back of the hub 

would be where they used to pull up goods that had 

been transported to the shop using a pulley system. As 

we walked further along, we spotted what historians 

believed was where the old station shed would have 

been. We learnt that local legends suggest that George 

Stephenson’s Rocket 

was kept for a 

number of years a 

long time ago, although this is disputed by others. Some of 

us noticed the big sleepers that lay beside the remains of the 

old railway line, were. We 

discussed the materials 

that these were made out 

of and the purpose of 

them. Along the walk, we 

recorded the many 

human and physical 

features that we could 

spot and we discussed 

the difference between 

human and physical 

features.  
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In science, as part of our 

‘Animals including 

Humans’ unit, we have 

used all of the knowledge 

we have gained to write 

our own non-

chronological reports 

about the human body. 

Some of the sections we wrote about included; diet, food 

pyramid, exercise, skeletal system, MRS GREN and the 

digestive system. We were very resourceful and we collected 

some extra information for our reports using our work books, 

fantastic books from the school library and using the Siemens 

website. In our reports, we included diagrams, pictures, 

captions/labels and tables of information. We are really proud 

of the results and loved sharing our reports with each other 

and we were fascinated to learn lots of new facts about the 

human body.  

            

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

Building on our RE learning from the last few weeks, this week, we explored how diversity, 

culture and religions can bring communities together. First, we explored how worship might 

bring people together (including in times of happiness, sadness and reflection) and then how 

communities benefit from being made up of different groups of people. To summarise our ideas, 

we wrote an explanation text, making sure that we included key vocabulary (such as 

‘community’, ‘respect’, ‘diversity’ and ‘religion’), as well as all the key features of this text type. 

We all found it very interesting to compare how similar a classroom community can be to that of 

a community in the area in which we live: we all agreed that respecting someone else’s point of 

view was extremely important - even if we don’t necessarily agree - and how interesting and 

exciting the world is when we all celebrate our unique characteristics.   

 

We also found out that Friday marks the beginning of Ramadan and how Muslims around the 

world donate to charities. We used this as just one example of how communities can support 

each other around the year, as well as in times of need. 
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We also welcomed Ruth and Rachel from NSICU this 

week: we stretched our making links and reasoning 

learning muscles to learn about the Easter story. We 

used the clues and props to piece together all of the 

information, before stretching our critical thinking 

skills to work out each part of the story. Thank you 

to Rachel and Ruth- we really enjoyed our lesson! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In computing this week, we completed our media unit of learning! Using 

the scripts and storyboards that we created a couple of weeks ago, we 

worked together to follow the script and make a 

short film about our home learning projects. We 

needed to make sure that we followed the 

storyboards accurately, using our knowledge of 

different movements and shot types to film an effective piece of digital 

media. At the end of this lesson, we evaluated our progress and final 

product; identifying how we could improve our films and what was 

successful.  

 

This week, we also visited the library in the Hub to change our library books before the Easter 

holidays. Some of us were lucky enough to hear local resident Peter Lloyd read us part of a 

story whilst we were there: we all really enjoyed this and hope that Class 1 and Class 2 enjoy 

listening to a story in the near future, too! Thank you, Peter!  

 

 We received some very special post in 

Class 3, this week! In response to the 

letters we sent to our favourite authors 

before Christmas, two members of our class 

received hand-written, personalised letters that came with postcards, illustrations, signed 

bookplates and posters! We could not believe it! The sender of these letters - Gill Lewis - wrote 

the book ‘Sky Hawk’, which was our class text before Christmas. To say thank you to her for 

these wonderful letters, we used our school Twitter account to let her know how grateful we were 
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and - as we found out at the end of the day on Thursday - Gill is very 

kindly sending us all a signed bookplate each as well 

as a mystery object... we are so excited and cannot 

wait to open it when it arrives. Our current guesses 

are something linked to nature (perhaps an osprey 

feather like Iris, the main character in Sky Hawk) or 

perhaps another book written by Gill Lewis. Thank 

you Gill!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To finish off our French learning this term, we gave each other directions (in French!) around the 

playground. We then made links to how we could ‘draw’ shapes, using our new French 

vocabulary and understanding of left and right!  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

Wow what a busy week! We’ve been working hard to 

finish off our design and technology project to make 

Ancient Greek style sandals. We’ve all worked really hard 

and persevered to solve problems and overcome challenges 

in our design processes. We’ve used many skills, from 

cutting different fabrics and materials, to sewing and 

gluing materials together. Many of our sandals are 

coming together now and many are finished! It was really 

exciting to try our finished models on and find out they 

fitted!  

 

In Geography, we 

finished our persuasive 

brochures. First, we explored examples of different leaflets 

and brochures and noticed the writing techniques used to 

persuade us to go and visit somewhere. With our colourful, 

detailed and persuasive brochures, no one could resist a visit 

to Hallbankgate on their next holiday! 

 

Finally, we brought everything we’ve learned about the Ancient Greeks so 

far, together into a double page spread of informative writing. We had 

to consider what legacies the Ancient Greeks had left behind and explore 

examples of these. At the end of our writing, we concluded what we 

thought was the most influential legacy and justify our answers with 

evidence, just like a real historian. 
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Hallbankgate Hub  

We’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone at Hallbankgate Hub for supporting us in our 

learning journeys this term: from our visits to the library, to hosting out second-hand uniform 

outlet: thank you! We hope that you have enjoyed seeing us regularly and like our artwork that 

we have created for your themed window displays! 

 

Lanercost Cross Country 

 

On Saturday 26
th

 March, some of us spent a very sunny morning 

in Lanercost; taking part in the first cross country event since 

2019! We all really stretched our persevering muscle and were 

excellent role models for our school! Thank you to all the parent 

and sibling supporters for cheering us on! Well done everyone! 
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Easter Egg Hunt 

 

 

 

On Friday, we were visited by the Easter Bunny! We were working carefully on creating some 

Easter artwork for the Hub when we noticed that lots of Easter eggs had been hidden around the 

playground! After hunting high and low, we all enjoyed this chocolatey treat!  
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Weekly Wellbeing  

 

What an amazing couple of weeks 

we have had in our weekly 

wellbeing lessons (and our 

additional morning of gardening, 

last week!). We have made so much 

progress in planning, designing and 

creating new and improved areas in 

the wildlife garden, vegetable 

garden, playground and new garden area at the bottom of the school field.  

 

In the vegetable garden, we have been potting up the strawberry 

runners and planting carrot and beetroot seeds: these are the first 

seeds that we have planted, ready for Class 3’s Food and 

Nutrition DT project in the summer 

term.  

 

In the wildlife garden, we planned 

and designed a range of raised beds in different shapes- thank 

you, Mr D, for making them for us. We can’t wait to add more 

soil to them and sow some native 

wildflowers to attract lots of wildlife 

to this space. 

 

In the new space at the bottom of the school field, we worked 

together to make our seating area a little bigger and set about 

planning what we could grow to enhance this area, further. Class 3 

researched different types of flowers and created a very long list of things to grow and buy! 

 

Finally, we had a small group of expert helpers working with Mr D to take down the old 

playground signs and replace them with nice new ones to enhance our learning in geography 

and science. We have all really enjoyed getting back outside and stretching our collaboration 

learning muscle to work together to improve the habitats and learning opportunities in our school 

grounds. Well done, everyone! 

 

We hope that you all have a wonderful Easter holiday! We’ll see everyone 

back in school on Wednesday 20
th

 April.  
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Dear all 
 
Fellfoot Forward LPS is happy to be hosting two family activities in the scheme area over the Easter holidays and 
would be grateful if you could share them with families. We are working with Brampton Area Action Group and 
Peoples Postcode Lottery to fund free places for children in receipt of free school meals. 
 
Nature Connection and Print Making Workshop 
April 7th – 10:30am-1pm – Watson Institute, Castle Carrock 
 
Join local artist, Sally Fryer, for a fun free nature connection and art workshop at Castle Carrock in the Fellfoot 
Forward Landscape Partnership Scheme area. 
Meeting at 10.30am on Castle Carrock village green, there will be a short walk through a green space to connect with 
the landscape and gather natural materials for. The session will continue indoors at the Watson Institute, learning 
how to make a print and bring your art to life with interactive mobile making, all with natural gathered materials. 
Families and all ages welcome. This is workshop has an outdoor element so bring weather appropriate clothing and 
footwear. All materials for the craft activity will be provided. 
Please bring a picnic or snacks with you, or let us know if you want one provided when booking. 
Unable to join for the walk or full session? Drop in for an express print making demo at 12.30pm. 
 
Book here or email lizzy@northpenninesaonb.org.uk 
 
Family Outdoor Fun and Games 
12th April – 11am-1pm – Talkin Tarn 
To follow up from Fellfoot Forwards Talkin Tarn Outdoor Education Resources we are looking for families to come 
and help trial family resources in a supported session on Tuesday 12th April for 2 hours. The session will be led by an 
outdoor education practitioner from OASES and Fellfoot Forward can cover the cost of travel to Talkin Tarn if needed 
as well as lunch if the children are in receipt of free school meals. 
Families with children of any age are welcome to join, and any feedback about the resources will be taken into 
consideration before publication. 
If wishing to join families can contact me via email lizzy@northpenninesaonb.org.uk or phone/text 07825858844. 
 
If you wish to stop receiving these emails, please let me know. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Lizzy 
Lizzy Benn (she/her Why this is here) 

Community Engagement Officer 
Fellfoot Forward LPS - North Pennines AONB Partnership 
E: lizzy@northpenninesaonb.org.uk 

M: 07825858844 

Website: http://www.northpennines.org.uk/our-work/fellfoot-forward/  

Subscribe to the North Pennines AONB Partnership’s newsletter for Fellfoot Forward 
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