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Learners of the Week:  Eugene, Alex B and Connor 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  75    Helvellyn  76     Blencathra  59 

 

This week has been Assessment Week and everyone has worked incredibly 

hard to show off all of their learning from this term. Everyone should be 

incredibly proud of themselves! 

 

Class 2 News 

This week, we were lucky to have Rachel from NISCU 

come into school to do some Christmas workshops 

with us. She read us the Christmas nativity story 

and we discussed each part of the story. We noticed 

that the characters were carrying the gold, 

frankincense and myrrh from the story and we 

learnt what these are. After listening to the nativity 

story, we had a 

couple of fun 

tasks to complete. 

We had to use 

our reading 

memory to recall 

the scene of 

Jesus being born 

and we had to 

draw the scene 

onto paper which 

we turned into 

hanging Christmas decorations. These looked amazing and 

we were all really proud of them and we could recall the 

story well. For the next task, we had to do was to create a 

little present that opened up to our message for what we 

would give to baby Jesus and why. This was a fun lesson 

and we all listened really well and enjoyed having Rachel in 

class to teach us. 
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We have been carrying on with building our 

roundhouses in our DT learning this week. We 

evaluated what we had built so far and then 

had a go at weaving the brown paper around 

the structures. It was quite tricky to weave the 

paper carefully around our roundhouses but we 

persevered and got there in the end and they look 

really good and realistic. Our next job is to 

continue to think about how we will finish the 

thatched rooves on top.  

 

This week, we have also been learning the 

importance of knowing and being able to write personal information in order to help keep 

ourselves safe. We have started learning to write our address, date of birth, and telephone 

numbers.  Miss Johnstone will be sending home a template for us to practice over the Christmas 

holidays.    
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

In Class 3 this week, we have been continuing to develop our literacy learning by working on 

our ‘warm write’ stories. Stretching our imitating learning muscles to stay close to the model text, 

we have all worked hard to try and include effective description and adventurous vocabulary. 

Over the last few weeks, we have been working hard to make sure that we are choosing the 

most effective sentence structures, punctuation and 

vocabulary to make the meaning clear and add detail and 

flair to our narratives. Next week, we’ll be stretching our 

revising learning muscle to develop this knowledge further, 

before completing our ‘hot writes’. 

As part of Assessment Week, we have 

all been showing off our amazing 

French learning in our latest POP (Proof 

of Progress) task! Using Google Forms, we 

completed a number of quizzes to show just how much we have 

understood in our French learning this term: it has been 

wonderful to see just how enthusiastic everyone is about learning 

this language and how we are building up our vocabulary, 

pronunciation and confidence each week.  

In our design and technology learning, we 

have been working incredibly hard to 

continue with our Mayan-inspired 

weaving. This week, we made sure that we 

were continuing to follow our final design ideas before weaving 

these patterns and beginning to make and 

add tassels and embellishments. 

Throughout each design and technology 

lesson, we have recapped our ‘planning’ 

learning muscle ladder to try and foresee 

any obstacles that we might come up 

against, before finding solutions for them, 

as well making sure that we are on track 

with our design ideas and success criteria. Our weaving is looking very 

effective! 
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We are making an excellent start with our Christmas performance of The Little Match Girl. It has 

been brilliant to see how hard everyone is trying to learn their lines and develop their acting 

skills.  

 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

Another action-packed week! On Wednesday 

morning, we finished off our assessments by 

completing some quizzes based on what we 

have learned this term in science, geography 

and history. This is the first time we’ve done 

quizzes like this and it was really exciting to 

see just how much we know now in all these 

subjects!  

 

On Wednesday afternoon, we finished off our art project on architecture 

by building our very own architectural models based on our designs for 

a well-being room/shelter for the playground. We used everything we’ve 

learned so far about architecture and biomimicry paired with our paper 

sculpting skills to create our models. Some natural forms - such as waves, curves and domes - 

proved challenging to create out of cardboard, however we persevered and helped each other by 

sharing our skills and knowledge to create some exciting shapes and 

forms. We were all absorbed in our models and by the end of the lesson 

we had created a whole village of unique nature 

inspired architectural models.  
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We had a mammoth geography lesson this week, 

learning about South America. We located the continent 

and names its countries before looking at the climate 

zones covering the landmass. We learned that two 

countries are ‘landlocked’ which was a new word for 

all of us - ask us what it means, we’d love to tell 

you! From looking at the climate zones, we were able 

to suggest what the expected weather would be like in 

different places which we then looked into in more 

detail by examining some climate graphs. We are now 

experts at reading these graphs and are now able to 

compare and contrast between different places - noting the differences and similarities in 

temperature and rainfall and what this might mean for human activity in these locations. We 

were even able to make links back to our learning about North America and spotted patterns in 

the climate as you move away from the equator. It 

was fascinating to spot that the temperature curves 

on the graphs in the temperate zones were opposite 

each other in each of the continents. Mrs Arnold 

could hear the lightbulbs switching on all around the 

room as we realised why this was. The vocabulary 

we used to explain the weather patterns in the 

different locations has also jumped to another level - 

we were all using precise examples from the graphs 

to explain the patterns, while also making links to 

other locations and climate zones. Finally, we put all 

this together to think about how this might affect 

where people on the continent live and where the 

areas of dense and sparse populations might be. We decided that the majority of people would 

likely live near water, probably on the coast and they would be in the climate zones where it is 

not too hot or too cold. We were able to explain that this would be due to transport and trade 

links as well and food and farming potential. When we looked at the population density maps, 

we were proven mostly correct, although we spotted that the highest density populations were all 

centred on a few large cities, while the rural areas remained sparsely populated.  

 

Finally, in history we stared to look at what the ancient Maya invented during the peak of their 

civilisation. We began by looking at a secondary source and learned how to pull out the key 

information and put that into our own words. While doing this we found out that the Maya 

used hieroglyphs which were either painted on to things or carved into stone.  
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Class 3’s poetry 

will be on 

display at this 

event! 


