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Learner of the Week and VIPs:  Theo, Amber and Niamh 

Headteacher’s Award: Hollie 

 

Housepoints total: Skiddaw 63 Helvellyn 43  Blencathra 42 

 

Welcome back! We hope you all enjoyed a restful October half-term break and are ready 

for another exciting half term in school! 

 

Class 3 News 

 

On Monday morning, we started our learning by exploring what it means to be a 

successful mathematician. We discussed how important it was to be resourceful (by 

imitating a method used by our friends or reading the examples and explanations in 

our Maths No Problem textbooks, as just two examples), how we could be resilient 

(even when we are challenged to find all possible solutions or it is a particularly 

difficult calculation) and how we can take ownership over our learning. We really 

demonstrated this independence and absorption on Tuesday when we decided that we 

would have a maths day (rather than a combination of maths and literacy) as we 

were enjoying our learning so much! In Year 4 and Year 5, we were solving problems 

using written methods for addition and subtraction with 4 digit numbers and 6 digit 

numbers respectively, as well as exploring mathematical language so that we can 

identify which operation we need to use. We also made links to other mathematical 

learning, such as interpreting data from tables (to work out the difference between 

two amounts) and finding two numbers (from a possible four) that add together to get 

a specific answer; trying various combinations and revising our calculations. In Year 

6, we have been REALLY enjoying long division! We have been so absorbed in our 

learning and were desperate to keep working through break! As part of our learning 

towards securing this written method, we have been practicing our multiples of 2 digit 

numbers, mental arithmetic and multiplication facts, which have all aided our success 

(and enjoyment!). 

 

In literacy this week, we have been reading more of The Midnight Fox. Exploring the 

vocabulary used by the author, we now have more clues about when the story was set 

and have had our own discussions and debates about topical issues in the book, 

including the hunting of animals and selfless behaviour. 
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Before our half-term holiday, Miss Hutton applied for 

Class 3 to take part in the U-Dance performance at 

The Sands Centre, next year. We have been so excited 

to hear if we have been chosen to take part and we received an email on the last day 

of term, confirming that we have a place.  We are already excited to begin 

choreographing our dance and have decided to link it to our Rights Respecting learning, 

perhaps creating a dance to depict refugees and how some children have to live their 

lives. We'll let you know as soon as tickets are available to buy as they sell out quickly! 

 

Class 2 News 

 

During our RE topic Christianity, we have been 

studying the Good Samaritan story from the Bible. 

We watched a short video clip of the story and then 

sequenced the story using the pictures and 

sentences. As a class, we had to stretch our 

noticing muscles to remember the order of the story 

and think about the beginning, middle and ending. 

Next Miss Johnstone split the class in half and we 

had to collaborate to retell the story using actions and acting. We performed our Good 

Samaritan stories to the rest of the class and we reflected on our performances; talking 

about the strengths and things that we could improve on next time.  

 

In our topic learning about the UK, we carefully took a detailed look at some old maps 

from 1926 of Hallbankgate and the surrounding areas. We found it very interesting 

looking at these old maps and we compared them to 

more modern maps of Hallbankgate; discussing the 

similarities and differences between the maps. Some of 

us found out exactly where we live on the maps and 

took it in turns to show our partner. As a whole class, 

we made links to which features were human or 

physical and why.     
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In Class 2 we have our very own challenge board and 

each week Miss Johnstone changes the challenge on the 

board. We are really enjoying completing these and 

sharing them with each other for great shared learning. 

This week the challenge was based around what we 

have been learning in maths. The year 2 side had 

challenges on multiplication from the 2, 5 and 10 times 

tables. The year 3 side had challenges on subtraction and renaming.  

 

Class 1 News 

  

What a fantastic first week back in Class 1! We 

have been continuing our 

learning about trees 

through the exploration of 

the different parts of a 

tree and the different 

functions each part has. 

We had a great time 

stretching our noticing learning muscle to investigate the trees 

in our playground. In Nursery and Reception, we collected 

branches and leaves to create our own tree representations, 

thinking carefully about including all of the parts of the tree. 

In Year 1, we created glossaries to explain some of the key 

language and functions of the different tree parts. We also 

had a brilliant time playing with some of the fallen leaves! 

 

We have also started to learn our new Talk for Writing 

story, which this half-term is Jack and the Beanstalk. We 

have been working together to generate actions that we can 

use when retelling the story and are looking forward to 

practising it more!  
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Assemblies this week 

 

In our singing assembly this week, we practised some 

songs linked to the changing seasons and we stretched 

our reasoning learning muscle in our weekly news 

assembly. This week, we focussed on how we can help 

animals and wildlife if they are ill or injured, as well as 

when it would be dangerous for us to get involved.  

 

In our assembly on Wednesday, we thought carefully about how we can show kindness 

and what it means to be a good role model. We shared lots of ideas about how these 

can be demonstrated and have introduced an inter-house weekly competition to 

showcase and celebrate the house with the best manners, attitudes to learning, kindness 

and friendship and those who are role models in our school. We are going to keep a 

record of the weekly winners, with additional housepoints being awarded for the 

overall winners at the end of term. Keep up the good work! 

 

School Learning Council 

 

In preparation for our Halloween party on Thursday, 

School Learning Council gathered ideas about what 

everyone in the school would like to eat (after all of our 

dancing and party games!). With the help of Class 

3, Bailey and Elora took ownership of the money and the 

Halloween party budget, as part of their role as School 

Learning Council Treasurers. We worked together to find 

the best value food, without going over budget. This 

linked to our learning about money in PSHE, as well as 

working out the price per 100g (and conversions when the 

price per Kg was listed), the impact of special offers or 

different sized bags/ weights and how much money we 

had spent already.  As well as ordering all the food, 

School Learning Council asked everyone what music they would like to listen to (which 

started an impromptu sing-along including some of the teachers during break 

times!) and Chloe took ownership of writing a list of jobs that we needed to do in 

preparation for the party. Well done School Learning Council and Class 3 for being so 

responsible!  
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Friday 18th October- Parent Celebration Assembly 

 

On the last day of half term, we were lucky enough to be 

joined by so many parents and family members in our 

weekly celebration assembly. As well as the usual 

certificates and learning celebrations (Learners of the Week, 

Presentation Awards, Head Teacher's Award, Attendance 

Awards and Housepoint and Reading Certificates), we 

shared some of our learning from this half term. In 

Class 1, we performed our retelling of Handa's Surprise, 

complete with actions and excellent intonation and 

expression in our voices. In Class 2, we shared an 

engaging and exciting animal poem and in Class 3, we 

worked really hard to learn and perform The Tyger (by 

William Blake); trying really hard to express the intensity of 

the poem through our actions, timing, improvisation and 

choreography. After our assembly, all of our guests joined 

us in our classrooms to celebrate our amazing home-

learning projects! School Learning Council were keen to ask 

that parents and family members 

asked us questions about our 

projects and knowledge, to really show how much we have 

been learning. A HUGE thank you to everyone that attended 

- we can't wait to share more of our learning with you.   

 

 

 

Halloween Party 

 

We all had an excellent time at our Halloween party and we 

really enjoyed seeing all of the different costumes! A huge 

thank you to Kate Jones who came in to cook our food, too!  

 


