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Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  41     Helvellyn  48     Blencathra  50 

 

 

Class 1 News:  

 

In Class 1, we have continued to develop our 

understanding of the story of Lost and Found, our 

Talk for Writing focus text. We used our knowledge of 

the story to ‘box it up’ into different sections and used 

pictures to represent the different features of the story. 

In Year 1, we then used this breakdown to support us 

when writing out the story of Lost and Found 

ourselves: this is the imitation stage in our Talk for writing process. Next 

week we are going to begin the ‘innovation’ stage in which we will begin to 

change aspects of the story.  

 

In Year 1 (in phonics), we have been recapping some of our digraphs and 

have been working hard on refining our letter formation skills. We have 

also been developing our fluency when reading and writing. In Reception, 

we have been focusing on letters and their corresponding sounds and are 

beginning to develop our oral blending skills. We have 

also been identifying and grouping objects based on their initial sounds. In 

Nursery, we have been developing our knowledge of sounds and how we 

can use language to describe the different sounds that we hear and alter 

sounds that we create, ourselves.  

 

In Maths in Nursery and Reception, we have been focusing on the numbers 

1, 2 and 3 and have been solidifying our understanding through counting 

activities, numeral recognition activities, subitising and counting out actions.  

It has been really useful focusing in on just a few 

numbers at a time- perhaps they could be practised at 

home too, we’d love to see photos and videos on 

Tapestry! In Year 1, we have been securing our number 

knowledge up to 10 and have started to develop our 

knowledge of numbers as words as well as recognising 

numbers as numerals.  
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Class 2 News:  

 

This week, as part of our phonics 

lessons, we have been learning 

about the split digraphs ‘a-e, i-e 

and o-e’. We created lots of different 

examples including these split-

digraphs and really tried hard to 

create our own; writing as many as 

we could, independently. We really 

had to stretch our listening skills to 

blend the sounds together (so that 

we did not miss out any of the 

letters!) and we had to spot where 

the split digraph was in the word. After writing these words, we 

created sentences using them we are so proud of persevering in phonics- we are making lots of 

progress!  

 

 

During maths, we have been focusing on 

hundreds, tens and ones and creating 

these numbers using the Base Ten 

resources. We dived deeper into our 

maths learning, finding out what 

numbers are worth and their different 

representations. We really stretched our 

reasoning learning muscle, too; trying to 

reason and prove how many ones are in 

a ten stick and how many ten sticks are 

in one hundred, as well as how we 

know this. We extended our learning 

further and we even created numbers 

that had thousands in them as an extra 

challenge. As a class, we had to stretch 

our noticing muscles to recognise when 

there were no tens in the number as we 

did find this part tricky to begin with.  
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In our science lessons this week, we created and completed an investigation. Our investigation 

was aimed at finding out which material would be the most absorbent and the best for 

cleaning up spillages. First of all, we came up with predictions as to what we thought would 

be the most absorbent material and why; really stretching our reasoning learning muscle to 

explain our thoughts and opinions. We decided to test four materials: blue roll, kitchen roll, tea 

towel and tissue, choosing these as they vary in thickness and texture. As a class, we came up 

with a list of ways in which we would make our investigation a fair test and the variables 

(the things we would change). To make our investigation a fair test, we ensured that each of 

the materials were the same size, the amount of water on each plate was the same and the 

time the material was on the water for was the same too. In pairs, we completed the 

investigation; testing each type of material to see how absorbent it was. We lifted off the 

materials carefully (making sure we did not squeeze them) and tipped the excess water left on 

the plate into a measuring jug to see how much water was left over. Our results varied: some 

children found that the most absorbent material was the tea towel and they thought this was 

because it was thicker and stronger, whereas other children found out that the kitchen roll left 

the least amount of water on the plate and therefore was the best material for mopping up 

spillages. We recorded our results in a table and compared them with one another. We then 

discussed our findings and wrote a conclusion for our investigation.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton): 

 

In music, we are continuing to make excellent progress! This week, we 

started our lesson by recapping the musical notation for crotchets, 

minims, quavers and semibreves, as 

well as the length of time each of these 

notes would be held for, or played. 

Miss Hutton was so impressed at what 

we could remember and demonstrate- 

especially after having only one music lesson so far! After 

reading and playing our sheet music from last week, we 

listened carefully to the new piece of music, using the notes C 

and D; identifying when there was a change in pitch. 

Working together in our groups, we really stretched our collaboration learning muscles by 

learning this new piece of music together and seperately, so that when we performed as a class 

or as a soloist, we were confident with each part. We each took it in 

turns to play one line of the tune, listening carefully to the person 

before us so that we began playing at the right time and at the right 

tempo- we even had some soloists who were confident in playing the 

whole piece to the rest of the class! As well as learning this new 

piece of music, we explored pitch and tempo by listening to other 

instruments being played; making generalisations about these 

insturments and the pitch/notes that they can make. For example, on 

a steel pan/drum, the larger the surface, the lower the note and the thicker the guitar string, the 

lower the note.   

 

In PE this week, we have continued to take part in the 

virtual Cumbria School Games: we have continued to 

work on improving our pace whilst running our 

respective laps around the field (ten laps for Year 4 

and sixteen laps for Year 5 and 6) as well as taking 

part in the netball activities. When we weren’t working 

towards activities for the Cumbria School Games, we 

have continued to strengthen our knowledge of team 

tactics and basketball skills.  
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In computing, we have started learning about logging 

data and the processes included in this. In our 

learning so far, we have been learning that data is 

often collected to answer specific questions (such as, 

how many people attended an event, or the weather in 

a specific location over a period of time), as well as 

how important it is to collect the right type of data to 

answer these questions. This week, we have built on 

our computing learning by learning more about 

collecting data over a longer period of time. For this, 

we used data loggers to track the sound and temperature during our computing lesson, 

recording it in a table. We also learned that computers can capture data from the physical 

world using input devices called ‘sensors’, that, when connected to data loggers, can 

automatically collect data whilst not attached to a computer.  

 

In our RE learning, we have been describing and making connections between different extracts 

from the Bible (Christianity) and the Torah (Judaism). We have been thinking carefully about 

harvest and how and why this is celebrated, as well as whether or not we agree with the idea 

that there is enough food for people all over the world. We discussed and presented our own 

views on fairness around the world and what we can learn from 

the two extracts we studied.  

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold): 

 

This week- in Class 3 science- we have been learning about light 

in more detail.  We’ve been exploring how light enables us to see 

by reflecting off objects into our eyes. We had a great discussion about what we could see if 

there was no light at all, with lots of us making links to our previous learning and using 

scientific vocabulary to explain our ideas. We had a lot of fun exploring different types of 

material and noticing how much light travels through it; enabling us to categorise the materials 

as opaque, transparent or translucent. Next, we are planning an investigation to explore how 

the position of a light source affects the size of a shadow. Look out for our ‘light’ knowledge 

organiser on our school website, www.hallbankgate.org.uk. 

 

On Thursday, it was National Poetry Day and we celebrated this 

day by exploring Emily Dickinson’s famous poem ‘“Hope” Is The 

Thing With Feathers’. We analysed the poem, identifying the 

techniques Emily Dickinson used to create images, before stretching 

our imagining learning muscles to create these images in our minds 

and explore how these made us feel. We then identified more 

abstract nouns, choosing one to use to write our own poems. We 

really enjoyed sharing and listening to each other’s poems, too. Over the rest of the term, we 
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will be learning ‘”Hope” is a thing with feathers’ by heart and would love you to join in at 

home. Please see the letter and poem on our website for more information. We look forward to 

seeing your progress on Tapestry, too! 

 

In history this week, we have been investigating ancient civilisations. We have been stretching 

our map skills to identify where some of the world’s first civilisations arose, as well as our 

chronology skills to identify when these civilisations were. We used photos of artefacts to make 

inferences about these periods in history, grouping together similar artefacts and placing them 

on a timeline. We stretched our reasoning learning muscles to explain, prove and justify our 

thoughts, too. Making links between these civilisations and the world around us today, we 

watched some videos to find out about the legacies of these 

civilisations and their impact on our lives, as a number of 

these legacies are still used today! 

 

 

 

 


