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Learners of the Week: Zach, Leah and Ruby 

       

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  184    Helvellyn  202   Blencathra  181 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception)  

 

In our maths learning in Nursery this week, 

we have been developing our knowledge of 

2-D shapes. We have been learning the 

different names of 2-D shapes and also some of their different properties. 

We conducted lots of fun activities to help us to remember the names of the 

shapes but also recognise them in different contexts, including going on 

shape hunts, digging for buried shape treasure and printing with shapes 

in paint. In our maths learning in Reception, we have started to explore 

adding and taking away. We explored each of the different concepts using 

resources like tens frames encounters to support us in identifying how 

numbers change when other numbers are added or taken away. We have 

also been developing our knowledge of the different vocabulary linked to 

early addition and subtraction and have been working out how problems could be solved at 

different stages in a mathematical problem. 

 

In our phonics in Reception this week, we have continued to explore CVCC words that have also 

included digraphs. This made the process of segmenting and blending a little trickier but also 

gave us some brilliant opportunities to practice applying our knowledge of digraphs and the 

different letters which represent each of the sounds. We also started to explore polysyllabic 

words, learning different 

techniques which can be used to 

work out words with multiple 

syllables. In our phonics in 

Nursery this week, we have 

been finding hidden farm 

animals and have been imitating 

the sounds that they create. We 

have also enjoyed playing I spy 

and with some of the older 

children playing letter bingo. 
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In our Talk for Writing learning, we have been creating story maps for the 

story of the three little pigs. We talked about the different aspects of our 

story which would need to be included in our story maps (characters, 

setting) to help us remember the different parts of the story. We are 

becoming very knowledgeable which is fantastic! 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1)  

 

In our science and understanding the world learning, we started our new 

topic of learning, animals. We started by sorting images of animals into different groups, 

thinking about some of the different ways in which animals can be classified. We decided on 

wild animals or not, animals who lived on the land or in water and animals that were fluffy or 

not. We also used descriptive language to identify key animal characteristics like beaks, feathers, 

wings, horns, hooves and claws.  

 

In our art and expressive arts and design learning this week, we continued to develop our focus 

on landscapes, this week specifically centring on Australian landscapes. This helped us to make 

some great links to our geography learning about Australia. After looking at some images of 

Australian landscapes and drawing comparisons to the landscapes in our own local area we 

created some landscapes using watercolours. They looked brilliant and were so unique and 

vibrant. 

 

In our geography and understanding the world 

learning, we began to explore Australia, which we 

will be investigating in further detail over the 

coming weeks. We learnt some key facts about 

Australia and also located Australia on a map, 

using our previous learning about oceans and 

continents to support us. We generated lots of 

brilliant questions about Australia too which we are 

hoping to discover over the coming weeks. 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, we began to focus on journeys and what the 

idea of a journey means to us. We shared examples of journeys that we ourselves have been on 

and talked about how we had travelled on our journeys. We also talked about the purpose of 

different journeys and were introduced to the idea of a pilgrimage, which is a special religious 

journey. 

 

In our PSHE learning, we have continued our learning about keeping ourselves healthy, this week 

focusing on leading an active lifestyle. We enjoyed talking about different ways in which we can 
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keep our bodies healthy and about thinking about the impact that physical exercise has on our 

bodies and minds too. We also had fun undertaking some physical activity ourselves during 

outdoor play! 

 

This week children in Class 1 and 2 also had the 

opportunity to visit Hallbankgate Hub to deliver 

the food donations which were kindly sent in for 

a local food bank. In our PSHE learning in the 

Spring Term, we had worked together to develop 

our knowledge of charities, focusing on the 

important work that food banks do. After 

conducting our learning, we created a letter 

together asking for donations to support our local 

food bank, supported by Hallbankgate Hub. We 

received lots of brilliant donations so would like to thank everyone 

that donated and supported us: it is very kind and will make a real 

difference. We took the different donations round to Hallbankgate 

Hub, exploring what had been donated and felt so proud that we 

had been able to do our bit to help. A big thank you to the team at 

Hallbankgate Hub for their help in getting the donations to our local 

food bank. 
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Class 2 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

What a brilliant week we’ve had in Class 2! In our literacy learning at the end of the week, we 

continued to develop our comprehension and understanding of key vocabulary linked to our story 

inspired by Meerkat Mail and the adventures of Sunny. In Year 1, we had to match captions to 

different illustrations from the story, which was actually a cheeky challenge as our captions 

included the Phase 5 phonics tricky words and graphemes that we 

have been learning! In Year 2, we matched key vocabulary to their 

definitions and, in Year 3, we found the definitions in a 

dictionary, before innovating and creating our own sentences. We 

had to make sure that our sentences included fronted adverbial 

phrases, too! We have also developed our understanding of 

cohesion in our writing and have practised adding subordinating 

conjunctions to our sentences to add more detail.  

 

In our science learning, we have 

been investigating whether or not 

it matters which orientation a bulb is planted in. Having 

written our method, drawn and labelled our diagrams, 

identified our variables and created a hypothesis, we went 

outside to plant up each bulb. To make sure our investigation 

provided reliable data, we planted up more than one bulb in 

each orientation and we can’t wait 

to see what happens! Building on from our investigation last week, 

we looked closely at the changes between each set of seeds (one set 

that have been watered and one set that haven’t) and measured 

any growth that we saw. Interestingly, we 

were also able to see that roots grow 

before shoots as some seeds had roots 

poking out of the bottom of the pot, with 

no visible shoots in the top of the pots. 

Other seedlings had grown upwards and 

we were able to measure their height in 

comparison to the empty pots in the other tray, Initial findings show 

that most of our predictions were correct and seeds do need water to 

germinate.  

 

In RE, we have been exploring different Christian places of worship- 

from Farlam to Westminster Abbey! We identified the similarities and differences and then 
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compared these buildings to images of other places of worship. One such comparison was that 

of Newcastle Central Mosque where the outside of the building is not as decorative as the 

Christian churches we studied. By the end of the lesson, we identified that it was not what the 

place looked like that was important, it was how the place made you feel. We also discussed 

whether or not you have to attend a place of worship to worship; looking closely at Hindu 

Mandirs and reflecting on how people may connect with their religion. We identified that being 

part of a community (and the benefits that this would bring) would encourage people to attend a 

place of worship but that people could reflect and pause whenever and wherever they were. We 

ended the lesson by reflecting on who is important to us and how they make us feel. 

 

 

Class 2 News 

(Mrs Whitfield)  

 

This week in 

our literacy 

work, we have 

been writing 

our ‘Cold 

Writes’, 

producing our 

very own journey tales. First of all, we discussed the structure of a journey tale and came up 

with some ideas together for the types of journey that our characters could go on and we spoke 

about why they were going on a journey. A journey tale is a story where the main character 

goes on a journey then something small goes wrong. Next, something even bigger goes wrong. 

Finally, they overcome their obstacles and the main character gets there in the end. After creating 

our own stories, we made excellent story maps for our class model text ‘Meerkat Mail.’  

  

In our history learning, we have been continuing with our 

studies of World War One. This week we learnt all about 

trench warfare and the conditions that the soldiers faced 

living and fighting on the front line. We had real life 

examples of letters from 

soldiers during the 

trenches in WW1. It was 

fascinating to read all 

about life in the trenches 

and how they coped 

with it all. Next week, 

we will be writing our 
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very own letters pretending to be a soldier in a trench and writing to loved ones back home 

describing the terrible conditions that they were facing.  

  

 

During our spelling lessons this week in Year 1 we have 

been learning to spell the words; you, your, they, said 

and says. In Year 2 we have been learning to spell; 

cities, butterflies, 

babies, parties, 

replies, pennies 

countries and 

dries. We noticed 

that all of the 

spellings ended in 

‘ies’ and we spoke about the spelling rule linked to this.  

  

 

 

In our phonics learning this week, we have been 

focusing on the spelling rule, if the vowel sound is short 

then we double the consonant and adding a ‘y’ to the 

word. For example, slop becomes sloppy and bog 

becomes boggy. After going through the Super Sonic 

Phonics and Friends slides we completed the ‘Write with 

Ron’ worksheet to go alongside this spelling rule.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

Building on from our literacy learning last week, we began the week by exploring the difference 

between informal and formal language, as well as its purpose and the audience our writing was 

intended for. Using extracts from our model text, we identified a range of words and phrases 

that could be used in an informal persuasive piece, as well as in more formal prose. We also 

developed our understanding of the subjunctive form and explored how we could use this to 

show something that ought to be done, as well as to suggest possibility or something that is 

wished for. Finally, we innovated on the model text by writing persuasive paragraphs aimed at 

parents or adults, making sure that we included formal language and a range of sentence 

structures.  

 

In our DT learning this week, we made links to our history learning as we began our new unit 

based on the food eaten by the Tudors. To help us further understand what life was like, we 

watched reenactments of Tudor life and began to develop an understanding of the types of foods, 

utensils and beliefs that were held during this period of history. We were quickly able to make 

links to our geography learning too, by understanding that trade and transport links enabled 

merchants to trade different food stuffs (such as fruit and spices), which meant that a wider 

variety of food was available. We hypothesised what impact this diet would have on the people 

that ate it, before making links to what we know about the diet of Romans and what their teeth 

were able to reveal to historians.  

 

Having reflected on how places of worship can make people feel and what they can offer 

communities last week, in our RE learning this week, we explored the features of a Christian 

place of worship and the symbolism and meaning behind each feature. Using a floor-plan of 

Farlam Church from the 1860s, we identified the interior and exterior features that could be seen 

(and those still evident today) and the role that they play in worship. After labelling our 

diagrams, we reflected on the area of the church that we felt might be of the greatest importance 

to Christians and why this may. We really stretched our reasoning learning muscles in this 

lesson, as well as our understanding of other people and the beliefs that they hold.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

We’ve been learning the powers of persuasion this week! In our literacy 

learning, we’ve been practising the different techniques writers use to 

persuade a reader. We’ve looked at the levels of formality that changing 

the purpose or audience requires and have switched from writing in a 

chatty informal style for children to writing in a more formal, 

professional style for adults. All this practise has culminated in us 

writing our own independent persuasive pieces to persuade parents to 

send their children to Hallbankgate Village School.  

 

In maths this we we’ve all started new units of learning. In Year 4, we’ve moved on to learning 

about money and have been making links to our learning about decimals and have been 

applying what we know to money. In Year 5, we’ve moved on to statistics, where we’ve been 

drawing, reading and interpreting line graphs. Finally, in Year 6, we’ve 

moved on to learning about shape and have been measuring and 

calculating angles.  

 

Across the curriculum, we’ve been carrying on and deepening our 

understanding of our Summer Term topics. In history this week, we took a 

whistle-stop tour of the Tudor monarchy. We developed our knowledge of 

chronology by creating a timeline of the Tudor period 

and its monarchs as well as developing our reading, 

retrieval and summarising skills to find out about 

and track the social, political and religious changes that occurred under 

each monarch’s reign.    

 

In geography, we made links to our knowledge of the water cycle to find 

out about and learn the physical features of a river. After much 

discussion about where and how rivers 

start, we ordered and labelled photographs of each section of a 

river and the physical features we would find there.  
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Playgroup 

 

Our playgroup has been up and running for three weeks now 

and it has been lovely to welcome lots of new and old friends 

to our school. Each Friday, the hall has been filled with so 

many exciting activities that have been enjoyed by everyone 

that has attended. A huge thank you to Mrs Beesley for 

organising all these activities and for welcoming all of our 

families and children to Playgroup.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hallbankgate.org.uk/News/Vacancies/
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We are supporting Cumbria's primary school  

Baa-ttery Recycling Campaign  

A battery recycling campaign with a difference has been 
launched in primary schools across Cumbria to encourage 
more battery recycling, with a sheep as its mascot. A 
staggering 3.2 million batteries are discarded in Cumbrian 
waste each year, which is equal to the weight of over  3650 
Herdwick sheep! 

Batteries should never be disposed of in regular waste or recycling bins. When damaged 
during the transportation or treatment process, they have the potential to explode or ignite, 
which can lead to fires and pose serious risks to personal safety.  
The baa-ttery campaign seeks to raise awareness of the issue and to promote the recycling 
of used batteries. 
Batteries are commonly found in various household items including toys, phones, 
electronic equipment. Renewi, which operates two Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT) 
facilities in Cumbria in partnership with Cumberland and Westmorland & Furness Councils, 
serves 225,000 households, receiving over 110k tonnes of residual household waste per 
annum.  It processes and diverts household waste away from landfill and creates material 
suitable for energy recovery in UK cement kilns for recycling. 
Renewi has partnered with Valpak Limited to issue battery boxes to the schools in order 
to raise awareness of the importance of battery recycling. All pupils will be asked to 
support the campaign by bringing their used batteries into school. When the battery boxes 
are full the boxes can be collected, free of charge. The full box will be collected and a new 
empty box replacement will be provided. 
Hallbankgate School has three secure battery boxes and we are encouraging parents to 
drop off their used batteries and to spread the word.   
 
https://www.recycle-more.co.uk/recycling-resources-for-kids/baa-ttery-campaign  

 

 

 

https://www.valpak.co.uk/
https://www.recycle-more.co.uk/recycling-resources-for-kids/baa-ttery-campaign

