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Learners of the Week:  Grace, Max and George 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  140    Helvellyn  149    Blencathra  126 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning this week we have 

been focusing on the numbers 6, 7 and 8. 

We explored the different numerals linked to 

our focus numbers, learning rhymes to help 

us to remember and recognise the different 

numbers. We also used our noticing skills to 

group pictures based on the number they 

were showing and represented the numbers 

ourselves using tens frames and counters. We had a really key focus on counting with accurate 

1:1 correspondence this week, particularly as we are now focusing on larger numbers. To extend 

our learning about 6, 7 and 8 further we also explored activities linked to finding 1 more or 1 less 

than a given number. We started to use number lines to support us and real objects to count and 

physically demonstrate numbers increasing or decreasing. We are going to continue developing 

this knowledge next week. 

 

In our phonics in Reception this week, we focused on the digraphs ai, ee 

and oa and learnt our very first trigraph, igh! It was very exciting to 

extend our knowledge to include trigraphs (3 letters creating 1 sound) 

and we are increasingly becoming more fluent and accurate when 

applying our phonic knowledge when reading and writing. In our 

phonics in Nursery this week we were experimenting with different 

voice sounds. It was great fun! 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, we 

moved onto the invention stage which 

involves us using our imaginations to generate our own stories. 

We began by generating some ideas for storylines and characters 

together and then created new story maps to outline some of the 

key aspects of our new stories. We are looking forward to being 

storytellers next week and telling our new stories to our friends. 
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning, we have been focusing on the properties 

of materials, this week exploring magnetic and 

non-magnetic materials. We investigated how 

magnets work, testing out different objects from 

around our classroom to see if they were magnetic 

or not. We then grouped objects based on their 

magnetic property. We were then able to use this 

information to surmise that the objects that were magnetic were made from metal but that not all 

metals were actually magnetic. It was great to test and develop our knowledge ourselves! 

 

In our art and expressive arts and design 

learning this week, we continued to build on our 

understanding of flowers, inspired by the work 

of Georgia O'Keeffe. This week we explored two 

different artistic mediums; clay and chalk 

pastels. We used real flowers as our inspiration 

and experimented with colour and texture in our 

pastel observational drawings. Due to the 

nature of the chalk 

pastels we had to be 

careful when blending the colours to ensure that our lines were still 

clearly defined. We also had a brilliant time experimenting with the clay, 

using a range of tools to shape and add texture to our flowers. We 

discovered that the clay was much more challenging to manipulate than 

playdough and that we had to work efficiently so our clay didn’t dry out. 

It was interesting to explore different tools when creating our flowers and 

we cannot wait for them to dry so we can paint them next week.  
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In our history and 

understanding the world 

learning, we enjoyed looking at 

a range of different books 

about different forms of 

transport. It was great to have 

the opportunity to look at how 

transport has changed over 

time and to share our own 

understanding and questions 

when enjoying the books together.  

 

Class 2 News  

 

What a busy week we’ve had in Class 2! In our 

literacy learning this week, we have been exploring 

the suffixes -est, -ful and -less by spotting them 

in our model text and coming up with our own 

examples. We then found out what each suffix 

means and how it changes the root word, before 

writing our own -est, -ful and -less sentences. 

In Year 1, we practised our reading and phonics 

skills by reading words and sentences 

containing these suffixes and matching them to 

the corresponding picture. We also all practised identifying the past and 

present tense and completed our ‘warm write’ 

based on integrating suspense. 

 

In our science learning this week, we completed 

our activities based on food groups and their 

purposes and moved on to learning about the 

Eatwell Plate. We were quite surprised about the different amounts of 

food that we should have in our 

diets and we found out about 

what might happen if we don’t 

have the right amount of food. By 

the end of the lesson, we had all 

designed a meal using the Eatwell Plate, annotating and 

labelling each food group and ingredient used to really 

show what we have learnt over the last few weeks.  
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In preparation for a special visitor next week, in our RE learning, we revisited our RE Wonder 

Wall to see if we could answer any of the questions that we came up with last week. This 

helped us to further reflect on our own questions about religion and how people can be inspired 

or influenced by the religion that they follow. Following this, we recapped our learning by 

identifying what each bible story has shown us so far (forgiveness, listening, helping those in 

need) before learning about the story of Jesus walking on water. At the end of the lesson, we 

reflected on how Christians can use these stories to help them 

lead their lives and things that may influence or inspire us, 

 

We’ve had another exciting music lesson this week, with us 

working hard to learn and perfect the tune, ‘Trance D’. At the 

beginning of the lesson, we recapped the terminology ‘tempo’ and 

‘beat’ before learning a new word: 

‘pitch’. We then set about exploring 

the difference in pitch between the 

notes C and D, using phrases such as, ‘C is a lower pitch than D’, to 

describe our findings. We had lots of interesting conversations about 

different octaves (another new word that we learnt!) too! We have 

made lots of progress in our learning and can now find C and D 

pretty quickly, as well as stay in time with one another.  What a 

brilliant way to end our week!  
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Class 3 News - Miss Hutton 

 

In design and technology this week, we have continued to build on our understanding of how 

clothes are made and how we will make our Viking mittens. Having trialled making pattern 

pieces last week (and very quickly working out that we’d have some adjustments to make!), this 

week, we made more accurate pattern pieces that we will use to cut out our felt. During our 

lesson, we focussed on stretching our revising learning muscle to 

make adjustments and refinements as we went along, before 

attempting to wear our paper pattern pieces. This helped us to 

identify whether or not we’d taken care to implement the success 

criteria that we devised last week: make sure our hands fit through 

the wrist opening, leave a 1cm seam allowance all the way around 

and ensure that our mittens have some ‘wiggle room’! Despite getting 

through a lot of newspaper, we now all have pattern pieces that we 

can use when cutting out felt next week. Having completed our 

pattern pieces, we also began to look closely at Viking symbols and 

patterns: we’ll use these ideas to create designs before embroidering 

them onto our project. We are all very excited!  

 

In our RE learning, we have continued to learn about holy texts in the major religions, thinking 

carefully about what each story, tale or parable shows their reader. This week, we completed 

our learning about the Buddhist story of ‘lies are like water’ and moved on to learning the 

Christian story of the loaves and the fish. We explored whether 

or not people may believe in miracles and how miraculous 

events might cement views and values or lead people to 

question what is real and what isn’t.  

 

This week, in our French learning, we played a few little 

games to help us make links between what we say and what 

we hear to how the word looks. To 

help us with asking and answering 

the question, ‘What is today’s 

date?’, we used cards to identify 

and order each component part, 

before saying it aloud. To help 

us with our new unit on 

directions next week, we also 

continued to recap places in 

town.  
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In PE this week, we have continued to work towards 

learning and practising our Key Steps routines in small 

groups. Having started this last week, we focussed on 

holding each balance and working on our finesse in each 

section, as well as trying to remember what we had to 

do. Our routines are already looking great!  

 

 

Class 3 News Mrs Arnold  

 

We’ve had another interesting and full week in Class 3. In our maths learning in Year 4, we have 

moved on to learning about length and perimeter. We’ve been working on finding missing lengths 

as well as calculating the perimeter of lots of increasingly complex rectilinear shapes. In Year 5, 

we’ve had lots of success multiplying 3 and 4 digit numbers by 2 digit numbers. This has 

involved a lot of housekeeping in our calculations to make sure we don’t make avoidable errors 

by not writing them out clearly or following the method thoroughly. In Year 6 we’ve been 

exploring the exciting world of algebra. This has seen us use and work out substitutions, read 

and write formulae and solve and write equations.  

 

In literacy, we’ve been learning more about the techniques authors use to create characters. We’ve 

explored how we can use different sentence structures and punctuation marks to vary the 

sentences we can use, alongside exploring how we can show how are characters think and feel 

through their actions and behaviours. Finally, we brought all our learning 

so far together to write a Warm Write - showing off everything we can do 

to describe and show character.  

 

Our history learning this week, saw us looking at 

various sources of evidence to consider how 

Viking longships contributed to their success as 

raiders and invaders. We examined why the 

Vikings were expert sailors by thinking carefully 

about what we know so far about how and 

where they lived. Then, we looked at the design of their ships and the 

advantages they would have had due to their design.  
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In geography, we have moved on to looking at coasts. In our learning this week, we identified 

physical features you would find on coastlines and started learning about the physical processes 

that form them. Our two new words were erosion and deposition. By 

looking at their etymology we found out that erosion meant to  

‘gnaw away at’ and deposition meant to ‘place or put something 

somewhere else’. This helped us link these words to the formation of 

bays and headlands as well as the physical processes behind the 

formation of caves, arches, stacks and stumps on the world’s 

coastlines.  

 

In computing this week, we all thought about healthy use of online 

devices and how much time we spend on them. As a class, we 

collaborated to come up with a digital routine that would give us all 

a healthy balance between enjoying the internet and a healthy 

lifestyle. We were mostly in favour of using our devices a little bit 

less than we currently do.  

Finally, in PSHE this week we started thinking more deeply about 

dilemmas and how we can respond to them. We learned that all 

dilemmas have options and that all options have positive and 

negative consequences. We working in groups to tackle a dilemma 

that we might face by coming up with our options, and identifying 

the possible consequences before agreeing what our response 

would be.  
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