
 

Weeks Commencing 29
th 

June to 13
nd

 July 2026 

 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 164     Helvellyn 177  Blencathra 139 

 

Early Years 

Over the past few weeks in Nursery phonics, we have been developing our early reading 

and spelling skills through lots of practical games. We enjoyed 

playing Letter Lotto, holding up graphemes, saying the 

sounds they make and thinking of words that begin 

with each sound. We have also been using our phonics 

to help us segment simple words and have a go at 

spelling them. We pulled different objects from a mystery 

bag, such as a pig or a dog and listened carefully for 

each sound in the word before attempting to write it. 

We also helped our farm animals find their way back to the farm by 

rolling a dice and moving them along a letter path. As we moved our 

animals, we carefully read each letter sound, helping us become more 

confident in recognising and recalling our phonics. 

In Reception phonics, we have been 

consolidating all of our Base 2 and Base 3 

sounds, ensuring we are confident and ready for the exciting 

move into Year 1. 

In Nursery and Reception maths, we have 

been celebrating everything we have learned throughout the year by 

revisiting and consolidating key mathematical skills. We finished with a 

fun STEM challenge, using our estimating skills to predict how many 

marbles a tinfoil boat could hold before it sank. We then worked 

together to think of ways to improve our boat designs so they could 

hold even more marbles. It was wonderful to see us making predictions, 

testing our ideas and learning through investigation. 
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What an exciting, few weeks we have had in Nursery and 

Reception! We began by sharing our own holiday experiences and 

discussing the differences between hot and 

cold holidays. We explored holiday 

photographs, compared warm beaches with 

snowy mountains and used our senses to 

feel warm sand and icy packs, using lots of 

fantastic describing words. We packed our suitcases for a beach 

holiday to Australia before travelling to the snowy mountains of 

Austria, where we learned about skiing, snowboarding and 

tobogganing. We also created beautiful snowy mountain collages using torn paper, cotton 

wool and glitter. 

Our learning then took us back in time to the world of dinosaurs. 

We discovered that dinosaurs lived over 65 million years ago and 

learned that we know about them through fossils and bones 

found by paleontologists. We explored 

different dinosaurs, matched dinosaur 

shadows and skeletons, created our own 

dinosaur habitats and made fossils from salt 

dough. 

We were inspired by the famous fossil hunter Mary Anning and 

became paleontologists ourselves, using our own toolkits to excavate 

fossils hidden in the sand. To finish our topic, we built an erupting 

volcano, helping us remember one of the events linked to the 

dinosaurs' extinction. 

It has been wonderful to see everyone using their curiosity, imagination and scientific 

thinking throughout this topic. We can't wait to hear all about your favourite part of our 

adventures at home! 
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Year 1 and 2 

 What a fantastic way to end another amazing year in KS1! Over the past few weeks, we 

have been celebrating everything we have learned by 

showing just how much our knowledge and confidence 

have grown across the curriculum. 

In maths, we have been putting all of our learning into 

practice. In Year 1, we have 

been tackling a range of 

reasoning and problem-solving 

challenges, selecting the correct strategies and explaining our 

mathematical thinking. In Year 2, we have been exploring 

statistics by interpreting pictograms and creating our own bar 

charts before moving on to position and direction. Using 

mathematical vocabulary such as left, right, clockwise and 

anticlockwise, we planned and described routes for a ladybird travelling around a grid, 

carefully giving and following instructions. 

In literacy, we became authors and illustrators! We planned, wrote and illustrated our 

own storybooks to share at the Flower Show. We are incredibly proud of our finished 

books and have loved sharing our creativity and 

imagination through our writing. We finished the year by 

writing non-chronological reports 

about significant astronauts, using 

everything we had learned during 

our history topic. We organised our 

writing using headings, interesting 

facts and ambitious vocabulary to 

teach others about these inspirational space explorers.  

Our DT lessons were full of delicious discoveries as we explored 

different ways to prepare vegetables safely. We practised 

chopping, grating, peeling and blending before 

taste-testing a variety of healthy dips. We then 

used our new skills to make colourful vegetable 

pittas and crispy breaded vegetables, discussing 

how cooking changes the texture and flavour of 

different foods. 
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In science, we brought all of our learning together by creating and annotating food 

chains. We discovered that every food chain begins with a 

producer—a plant that makes its own food—and learned how 

energy is passed from producers to consumers. We enjoyed 

using our scientific vocabulary to explain each stage of our 

food chains. 

To end the year, we relaxed with a special viewing of 

Fantastic Mr Fox, our class novel. It was wonderful to see the 

characters come to life after spending so much time 

exploring the story through our VIPERS lessons and 

writing activities. 

We have had such a memorable year at Hallbankgate, 

filled with exciting learning, creativity and laughter. We 

are incredibly proud of everything we have achieved 

together! 

 

Key Stage 2 

What an incredible few days we have had on our residential visit to York! We packed an 

enormous amount of learning, adventure and fun into our 

time away, and we could not be prouder of how 

brilliantly our children represented our school.  

 

 Our adventure began at Whitby, where 

we were incredibly lucky to enjoy hot 

and sunny weather as we headed to the 

beach for an exciting fossil-hunting 

expedition. We were joined by a real 

palaeontologist, who helped us to search the 

rocks and shoreline for evidence of 

prehistoric life. We were thrilled to discover 

lots of ammonites, as well as dinosaur footprints preserved in 

the rocks. It was fantastic to see us putting our scientific 

knowledge into practice, carefully examining our discoveries 

and asking lots of interesting  questions. 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

After our busy day of 

fossil hunting, we 

headed to York YHA, 

our home for the 

residential. We quickly 

settled into our rooms 

and enjoyed some 

delicious breakfasts and evening meals, which certainly 

helped to keep our energy levels up for all of our 

adventures! We also had the opportunity to meet children from Bewcastle School, who 

were staying at the YHA too. We were delighted to invite them to join us for hot chocolate 

before bed each night, giving us the chance to make new friends, chat about our 

adventures and enjoy some time together.  

 

  Our next stop was York Chocolate Story, where we discovered the 

fascinating history of chocolate and made links with our 

learning about the Mayans from earlier in the year. We 

learned about the importance of chocolate to the Mayan 

civilisation before having the very important job of 

making — and, of course, tasting! — our own chocolate. 

We showed fantastic curiosity and enthusiasm throughout the 

experience and the staff were very impressed with our knowledge of 

the Maya people and world history chronology! 

 

 At York Castle 

Museum, we 

stepped back in time 

and explored what 

life was like during 

different periods of 

history. We were 

fascinated by the 

exhibits and 

thoroughly enjoyed experiencing history in 

such an exciting and memorable way. 
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We also visited the magnificent Castle Howard, where we explored 

the beautiful gardens and had the opportunity to talk to the 

gardeners. We were particularly excited to tell them about what we 

have planted and grown in school and to share our own gardening 

experiences. We then explored the impressive house and enjoyed 

discovering more about its history. 

 

There was plenty of opportunity for 

adventure too! We had an exciting 

afternoon at Skelf Island, where we 

tackled an amazing range of outdoor adventure equipment. 

We climbed, scrambled, balanced and challenged ourselves 

on rope bridges, slides and lots of other exciting structures. 

We showed great courage and perseverance, particularly 

when something looked a little tricky at first, and we 

encouraged each other every step of the way.  

 

 One of the most valuable parts of 

our residential was learning to be 

away from home. We developed so 

many important life skills, including looking after our own 

belongings, keeping our rooms tidy, following routines, managing 

our time, making sensible choices 

and taking responsibility for 

ourselves. We also learned how 

important it is to be considerate 

when sharing rooms and 

communal spaces and to think 

about how our actions affect 

others.  
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 Throughout the whole residential, we were incredibly 

impressed by our children's behaviour and manners. 

We received some wonderful comments from members 

of the public, staff at our different venues and the 

YHA team about how polite, respectful, friendly and 

well-mannered our children were. We remembered 

our please and thank you-s, listened carefully to 

instructions, showed respect to adults and one 

another, and represented our school with enormous 

pride. Perhaps most importantly, we saw children 

supporting one another, including everyone, showing 

kindness, developing independence and having a go at things outside their comfort zone. 

We laughed together, learned together, solved problems together and made friendships 

and memories that will  last for a very long time. We are incredibly proud of our 

children. They have shown us that a residential is about so much more than visiting 

exciting places. It is about becoming more independent, developing confidence, building 

friendships, showing kindness, trying new things and discovering what we are capable 

of. What a fantastic adventure we have had!  
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 Once we got back from our residential, we had 

another wonderful visit 

to our Children’s Forest 

in Walton, where we 

spent the day exploring, 

learning and caring for 

the environment we have 

been helping to create. It 

was a very hot day, but 

this didn’t stop us from 

getting stuck into our 

biodiversity study! We 

made lots of links to our 

wider learning about the 

world around us and thought carefully about the 

importance of biodiversity and the different plants and animals that make their homes in 

our local environment.  

 

We were excited to have been joined by Guy 

Broome, who helped us to explore the forest 

and identify the amazing range of moths and 

insects we discovered. Using our swooping 

nets and inspection pots, we were able to 

safely catch and examine the creatures we 

found before carefully releasing them back 

into their habitat. We loved getting really close 

and using our observation skills to look 

carefully at their different features. It was also lovely to 

spend time tending to the trees we planted back in March 

and we checked on how they were growing and made 

sure they were well cared for. It was fantastic to see 

how much they have changed since our last visit, and 

we are already looking forward to seeing how they 

continue to grow and develop. We can’t wait for our next 

visit! In Year 6, we made a wish around the camp fire 

for our secondary school learning journeys, too.  
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As part of our wider learning, we have also been busy writing letters to our new pen 

pal school in Sussex, who have their very own Children’s Forest. We told them all about 

our forest, the trees we have planted and the work we have been doing to encourage 

biodiversity. We also shared our hopes for the future and how we would love to see our 

Children’s Forest grow into a thriving habitat for wildlife and a special place for people 

to enjoy. 

 

We are very excited to have made this new 

connection and can’t wait to hear all about their 

Children’s Forest and, of course, receive their 

replies! We wonder what similarities and 

differences we 

will discover 

between our two 

forests? 

 

We had a fantastic day in Garrigill as part of the Let’s 

Learn Moor project, where we had the opportunity to find 

out all about life and work on the moor. There was so 

much for us to see and discover: we met working dogs 

and learned about the important jobs they do on the farm, 

as well as enjoying live bee demonstrations and finding 

out more 

about the 

fascinating world of beekeeping. We also 

learned all about hill farming and had 

the chance to see the sheep that are such 

an important part of life on the moor. We 

discovered how farmers care for their 

animals and how they work with the 

challenging landscape throughout the 

year.  

 

Another important part of our day was 

learning about how moorland is managed. We saw some of the machinery used by 

farmers and land managers and found out how it can be used to help prevent and 
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tackle wildfires on the moors. This gave us 

a much better understanding of how people 

work together to care for and protect this 

important environment. 

 

Our visit to Garrigill gave us a wonderful 

insight into the people, animals, jobs and 

landscapes that make up life on the moor. 

We enjoyed learning outside the classroom 

and making connections with our wider 

learning 

about our local area and the environment around us. 

We even had the opportunity to try something new at 

lunchtime as we tasted venison! It was a great 

chance to learn more about food produced locally and 

to try something that some of us had never tasted 

before. 

 

All of these wonderful experiences have helped us to 

bring our THRIVE values to life. Through our visits 

and adventures, we have strengthened our 

togetherness by working as a team, supporting one 

another and making new friendships. We have 

developed our health and wellbeing by being active 

outdoors, challenging ourselves and enjoying time in nature. We have been reaching for 

the stars by trying new things, developing our independence and discovering that we 

can achieve more than we sometimes think. We have inspired others through our 

kindness, enthusiasm, curiosity and the way we have 

proudly represented our school in the wider 

community. Our values have been evident in the 

respect, responsibility, courage and perseverance we 

have shown throughout each experience. Most 

importantly, we have developed a deeper 

understanding of and appreciation for our 

environment, from caring for our Children’s Forest and 

discovering biodiversity to learning about the 
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moorland and the people who care for it. These experiences have helped us to THRIVE 

both inside and outside the classroom.  

 

Thank you! 

 

Finally, we would like to say a huge thank you to all of our children for working so 

hard and making the most of every opportunity this year. We are incredibly proud of the 

way you have represented our school, both in school and out in our wider community. 

You have been fantastic role models, showing kindness, respect, enthusiasm and a 

willingness to have a go at new experiences. You have made us proud time and time 

again and have shown what it means to live our THRIVE values. 

 

A very special thank you goes to our Year 6 children, who have been wonderful role 

models and leaders within our school. We will be very sad to see you leave, but we are 

incredibly excited to see what the future holds for you. We wish you all the very best of 

luck as you begin your secondary school adventures. Remember to be brave, believe in 

yourselves, keep reaching for the stars and always be proud of who you are. We know 

you will be amazing! 

 

Good luck, Year 6 - we will miss you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


