,,(iéjzd Weeks Commznci.n,g 29 June to- 13 J-LLLH 2026
GES

Housepotnts total:  Skiddaw- 164 HQLVQLLyn, 177 Blencathra 139

Eartg Years

Over the past few weeks in Nursery Iahomcs we have heen dp,velopmg our eariy readmg
and, slaellwg skills through lots of Iaracttcal games. We cm:/oyed :
Iataymg Letter Lotto, hoidmg up graphzmzs saying the
il sounds th,ey make and th,m,/cmg of words that begm
P with each sound. We have also heen using our P/w'rucs
to- hzllo, us segment SLmID,LQ, words and have a goat
slo;allmg them. We Iau,LLQ,cL different oJajo,cts from a my stery
A bag such as a pig ora d,og and listened careful[y for

& each sound in the word before attempting to- write it.

We also hztlozd our farm animals find their way back to the farm by
roﬂi,ng a dice and moving them aLong a letter Io,ath. As we moved our
animals, we carzfut[y read each letter sound, heLang ws hecome more
confident in recognising and rzca,LLLrLg our phonLcs.

. \: In Rece,atwn IahonLcs, we have been
consotidating all of our Base 2 and Base 3
| sound.s, ensuring we are confident and mady for the excutmg

9. move into Year].

. 2 /\/ursery and Receptwn maths, we have
been cele/aratmg evo,rythmg we have learned thrvughaut the year by
revisiting and consoﬂdatmg /cey mathematical skills. We finished with a
fun STEM chaltenge, using our estimating skills to Io,erLct how- many
marbles a tinfoil boat could hold before it sank. We then worked
togeth,er to- think of ways to improve our bout dzstgn,s SO t/w,y could
hotd even more martles. It was wonderful to- see us ma,/cmg perLctLons,
testing our ideas and Learn'mg through investigation.
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What an exciting, few weeks we have had in Nursery and
Receptton! We b,ega,n b,y S/w,n;ng our own hoii.day experiences and,
) dLscussLng the differences between hot and
S cold hotidays. We explored hotiday
& Iahotographs, cmn,o,ared warm beaches with
snowy mountains and used our senses to-
fe,ol warm sand, and icy Iaac/cs using lots of
~ fantastic d,escnb,mg words. We Iaac/ced our suitcases for a beach
hoitd.ay to- Australia. before travz[[mg to- the snowy mountains of
Austria, where we learned about slci,i,ng, snﬂwbourdm,g and

tow‘:;gga,r;m% .tg/f also created bea,u,t#ul snowy mountain coﬂages using torn paper, cotton
an g (Cter

Our Leam‘ulg then took us back in time to- the world of dinosaurs.
We discovered that dinosaurs lived over 65 million years ago and,
learned that we know- about them through fossils and bones
found bg Io,alwnto-tog:;sts. We Qxlatomd

- different dinosaurs, matched dinosaur

~ shadows and skeletons, created our own
dinosaur hahbitats and made fossils from salt

d.augh. . ’E:

We were inspired by the famous fossil hunter Mary Anning and
S| hecame paleontologists ourselves, using owr own toolkits to-excavate
teel fossils hidden in the sand. To finish our topic, we built an erupting
volcano, helping us remember one of the events linked to-the

\ dinosaurs extinction.

e B

It has been wonderful to see everyone using their curiosity, imagination and scientific
terL/ang thrmxgh,out this topic. We cant wait to hear all about your favourite part of our
adventures at home!



Learning From Each Other - Building Successful Learners www.hallbankgate.org.uk

Year! and 2

What o fantastic way to-end another amazing year in KST! Over the past few weeks, we
' 2 have heen ceLeb,ratmg evrz,rythm,g we have learned b,y
slwwmg Just how- much our /crwwiedge and confidence

have grown across the curriculum.

In maths, we have heen putting all of our Leamm.g into
proctice. In Yearl, we have o
been tac/dmg a range of

' : rea.soning and, IaroJo,Lo,m soivmg
chatlmges selectmg the correct strategies and, expLa,LrurLg our
mathematical thum/cmg In Year 2, we have heen prlonn.g
statistics b,y interpreting pictograms and creating our own bar
charts hefore moving on to- position and direction. UsLn.g
mathematical vvcabulary such as left, right, clockwise and
anticlockwise, we Iatannzd and described routes for a Lady bird travo,LLLng around a grui,
ca,reful,ty giving and foitowing instructions.

In LLteracy, we hecame authors and illustrators! We Io,La,n,nzd, wrote and illustrated owr
own StOTHbO'O'/CS tO‘ share at the fFlower Show- We are mcredubly Iaroud of our finished

: : '] ° hooks and have loved sharmg our creativity and

- imagination thrcrugh our writing. We finished the year by
writing nm-chronoiogtcat reports
about sgnj'acant astronauts, using
every t/ung we had learmned d,urtng
our /ustmy topic. We or\gaaned. our
writing using /w,a,d'mgs, inferesting
facts and amhbitious vvtabutary to-
teach others ahout these Lnseratme space Qxlo,Lomrs.

Our DT lessons were full of delicious discoveries as we exlatomd
di fferent ways to- Io,relo,aro, vo,geto,bles safety We Io,racttsed ‘ £
- 2 . B @ chopping, grating, peeling and /atendmg bo,fom
o ’ taste-testing a variety of hzalthy dLIas We then
_\_‘ used our new- skills to- make colourful vegeta,ble
S pittas and crispy breaded vegetabtes, dLscuserLg
#l how COU‘/CU’lg changes the texture and flavour of

different food.s.
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In science, we brought all of our Lea,mi,ng together b,y creating and annotating food
chains. We discovered that every food chain b,eg ins with a
Iaroducerw, p[an,t that makes its own foodsand learned how
energy is Iaassed from pro'd.u,cer's to- consumers. We ery‘oyed
using our scientific vo"ca,bulcuy to*expta'm, each stage of our
food chains.

Toend the year, we relaxed with a sloeci,a,[ viewing of
Fantastic MrFox, our class novel. It was wonderful to see the
characters come tolife after slaen,cLLng so much time
Q,IIOLOTULg the story through our VIPERS lessons and
wn'ti,ng activities.

We have had such a memorable year at HaLLb,arLkga,te,
filled with exciting Leam‘mg, creativity and Laughter. We
are LrLcreoLLbLy Iarvud of every tthg we have achieved
together!

What an incredible few days we have had on our residential visit to Y or/c/ We Icw.c/oed, an
enormous amount of Leammg adventure and fun into our 205 T :

time away, and we could not he Iarouderof how-
bn‘LLLantLy our children represented our school.

Our adventure began at Wthb,H, where
we were i,rLcred,LbLy Luc/cy to"enjoy hot

4 and sunny weather as we headed to the
y beach foran exciting fo*ssLL-hurLtLrLg
expestLon. We were joined by a real
Iaa[aeontoiogLst, Who*helped us to search the
i, rocks and shoreline forevidence of
prethtorLc life. We were thrilled to- discover
lots of ammonites, as well as dinosaur footprints Iareserved in
the rocks. It was fantastic to see us putting our scientific
/crwwiedge into- practice, carefu,LLH examining our discoveries
and a,slc'mg lots of inferesting questions.
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After' our bu,sy d,o,y of
| fo:ssLL hunti.n,g we

settled into our rooms

» o and Q,njoyed some
dIZ,LLCLO'u,S b,rQ,a/gCasts (m,d evzrung meals, which certam[y
hzlloxad. to- /ceelo, ourenergy levels up forall of our
adventures! We also had the opportunity to meet children from Bewrtastle School, who
were staying at the YHA too. We were dzli,ghted to- invite them to join us for hot chocolate
before hed each ru‘ght, giving us the chance to- make new friends, chat about our
adventures and enjoy some time togethzr.

Our next stop was York Chocolate Story, where we discovered the
fascmtmg thtch of chocolate and made links with our
Leam'mg ahout the /V\a,ya,n,s from earlier in the year: We
learned ahout the importance of chotolate to the /V\ayan,
civilisation before having the very important | ob of
rrw,/ctng —and, of course, tasttng./ — our own chocolate.
We showed fantastic curiosity and enthusiasm throug/wut the
experience and the staff were very Lm,o,rzssed with our /crwwizdge of

the /\/\aya Iozople and world hi,stmy chmnoiogy./

At York Castle

. Museum, we

 1 sbzlaped hack in time

‘é life was like durmg
different Io,erwd,s of
hwtmy We were

& fascinated b,y the

M exhibits and

: "" t/wmugh[y eroyed experiencing /ustovy in

semesssss SUCh an exciting and memorable way.
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We also visited the magn,LcherLt Castle Howard, where we exlalomd
the beautiful gardzns and had the opportunity to talk tothe
ga,rdznzr's. We were po.rtl;cu[a,rty excited to tell them ahout what we
have Ialan,ted and grown in school and to share our own gardzntng
B experiences. We then ex,alomd the impressive house and anoyed

G dLscmn‘ng more ahout its /’LLStO‘Iy.

- There was plenty of opportunity for
adventure too! We had an exciting
afternoon at Skelf Island, where we
tackled an amazing range of outdoor adventure eguipment.
We climbed, scrambled, halanced and ch,aUznged ourselves
on rope /an;dges, slides and lots of other exciting structures.
We showed great cournge and perseverance, Io,arti,cutariy
when scmzzth,mg looked a little trtc/cy at first, and we
encouraged, each other every step of the way.

| One of the most valuable parts of

I our residential was learning to- he '
away from home. We devetoped SO

BN many important life skills, including looking after our own
bzlongmgs, /cee,amg our rooms tLdH, foilawmg routines, managing
our time, ma,/ci,ng sensible choices
and ta,/cmg responstb,di,ty for
ourselves. We also learned how-
important it is to be considerate
when sharing rooms and,
communal spaces and to think
ahout how- our actions affect

- others.
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Throughout the whole residential, we were incredibly
ﬂ’, impressed by our children’s hehaviour and manners.

We received some wonderful comments from members
of the IaubLLc, staff at our different venues and the
YHA team about how poﬂte, respectful, frizndly and,
well-mannered our children were. We remembered
our fﬂ,e,ase, and thank you-s, listened ca,refully to-
/instructions, showed respect to- adults and one
% another, and represented our schoot with enormous
y S pndz Perha,las most meoﬂﬁantly we saw- children

~ o SRS suppotting one another, mc[udmg everyone, shcrwmg
kindness, dzvztopmg mdelo,endence and ha,vmg a go-at thmgs outside their comfort zone.
We Laughzd togethzr, learned togethzr, sotved Iarobto,ms togethzr and made frw,n,dsmlas
and memories that will last fora very Long time. We are anrzd,LbLy Io,roud of our
children. 77&3 have shown us that a residential is abhout so- much more than visiting
exciting places. It is about becmnmg more Lndzpzndznt, dzvzlap'm,g confidence, b,u,LLdmg
frw,ndshtps, showv;ng kindness, trying new terLgs and, dLsccrvv,rmg what we are capa.b[e
of. What a fantastic adventure we have had!
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Once we got back from our residential, we had
another wonderful visit
to- our Children's Forest
= in Walton, where we
spent the day exptortng,
Leamtng and caring for
the environment we have
been hz[latn,g to create. [t
was a very hot do.y, but
this didn't stop us from
getting stuck into our
bw‘dtvzrsttg stu,d,yl We
made lots of links to- our
‘ wider lzamm.g about the #H&e

world around ws and thought carefutly about the
importance of b,LOd,LVQf"SLty and the different Ia[o,n,ts and animals that make their homes in

our local environment.

We were excited to have been joirw,d by Guy
Broome, who hztlo,ed ws to*exlalom the forest
and Ldzn,t'gfy the amazing range of moths and
insects we discovered. Ustng our swooping
nets and inspection pots, we were able to
safely catch and examine the creatures we
found before carzfu[[y relzastng them back
into their hahitat. We loved getting rzaLLH close
and using our ohservation skills to look
ca,ro,fu,dy at their different features. It was also LO’VQ[,H to-
slo;md time tend,'mg to- the trees we Ialcmted back in March
and we checked on how t/wy were growing and made
sure t/w,y were well cared for. It was fantastic to- see

' how- much thp,g have cha.nged since our last visit, and
we are aLrQadH Lov/cmg forwurd to seeing how thp,y
continue to- grow- and, devetop. We can't wait for our next
| visit! In Year 6, we made a wish around the camp fire
forour so,conda,ry schoot Learnu'lg journeys, tov:




Learning From Each Other - Building Successful Learners www.hallbankgate.org.uk

As part of our wider Lea,mi.ng, we have also heen b,u,sy writing letters to- our new- pen
Iaa,L school in Sussex, who have their very own Children's Forest. We told them all about
our forest, the trees we have IaLo,rLbzd, and the work we have heen dom.g to- encournge
bLodLversLtH We also shared our hopes for the future and how we would love to see our
Children's Forest grow into-a thrwmg hahitat for wildlife and a slo,ecml Ialace for Io,eople

b enjoy.

- We are very excited to have made this new
connection and cant wait to- hear all about their
Children's Forest and, of course, receive their
ro,lalw,sl We wonder what similarities and

i differences we g -

. will discover
between our two

fomsts?

We had a fantastic day in Garrigill as part of the Let's
Learn Moor project, where we had the oppottunity to- find
out all about life and work on the moor. There was so
much for us to- see and discover: we met Woﬁcmg dogs
and learned about the important | ohs th,ey do on the farm,
as well as enjoying live bee demonstrations and f’mdmg
out more
 about the '
fa,scma,tmg world of be;alwa ping. We also
learned all about hill fa,rmmg and had
the chance to see the shzela that are such
an important part of life on the moor. We
discovered how farmers care for their
animals and how t/wy work with the
chatbangtn,g Landscapz thmugfwut the

) H ear.

Another important part of our da,y was
Lea,m,'mg about how- moorland. is rrw,naged. We saw some of the macthzry used, by
farmers and land managers and found out how it can he used to- hQLIa prevent and




Learning From Each Other - Building Successful Learners www.hallbankgate.org.uk

9 tackle wildfires on the mours. This gave us
~ a much better understandtn,g of how people
¢ work together to- care for and protect this

: mem‘ta,nt environment.

Our visit to Ga,rringL gave us a wonderful
Lnnght into the people, animals, j obs and
Landsca,lazs that make up life on the moor-
We ery oyed. Lea,ang outside the classroom
and, ma,/cmg connections with our wider

lzaang
about our local area and the environment around ws.
We even had the opportunity to- try somethtng new- at
lunchtime as we tasted venison! It was a great
chance to-learn more about food F,rod.uced Locauy and
to~ try somzthmg that some of us had never tasted

All of these wonderful experiences have /w,tlo,ed, us to
bn‘ng our THRIVE values to- life. Through our visits
and adventures, we have strzngthznzd our
toget/wm,ess b,y W'OTfCLrl,g as a team, supporting one
another and ma,/cmg new- friznd,shLIas. We have
dzvetopzd, our health and wzltbzmg b.y bzmg active
outdoors, cha,LLQrLgLng ourselves and enjoying time in nature. We have heen reach'mg for
the stars by trying new tthgs, dzvetopmg our Lndzlozndznce and dLscowrtng that we
can achieve more than we sometimes think. We have Lnserzd others thrvugh our

- : - kindness, enthusiasm, curiosity and the way we have
proud.[y re,o,resentzd our school in the wider
. community. Our values have been evident in the
£ respect, resla(msLbLLLty, cournge and, perseverance we
have shown thmughout each experience. Mot

meofca,nt[y, we have devz[opzd a deo,lup,r'
undzr'standmg of and appreciation for our

environment, from caring forour Children's Forest and

dLscmn’ng bLodLver:sLtH to lza,m'mg about the
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moorland and the Iozoplz who care for it. These experiences have thpch ws to- THRIVE
both inside and outside the classroom.

Thank y ouw!

Fi Lrwlty, we would like to say a huge thank you to-all of our children for WoTkmg SO
hard, and ma/ci,ng the most of every opportunity this year: We are anro,cLLbLy Iaroud of the
woy you have relarzsented our school, bhoth in school and out in our wider community.
You have been fantastic rote models, showing kindness, respect, enthusiasm and a

wiLLLngnzss to have a 90 at new-experiences. You have made us Io,ro'ud, time and time
again and have shown what it means to live our THRIVE values.

A very spaci,a[ thank you goes to-our Year 6 children, who have been wonderful rote
models and leaders within our school. We will he very sad to see you leave, but we are
Ln,chdLbLy excited to- see what the future holds for you. We wish you all the very best of
luck as you b,egLn, your secmd,a,ry school adventures. Remember to- be brove, believe in
Hourse[ves, /ce,elo, rQaLth.g forthe stars and always be Io,roud, of who you are. We know-
you will be amaang./

Good luck, Year6 - we will

miss gw!
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