
 

Week beginning 29th March 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  99    Helvellyn  107     Blencathra  92   

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

We have had a wonderful week in Class 1! We 

have continued to create our vehicles, sawing the 

wood to create our vehicle frames and then 

drawing templates for the body of the vehicles. 

After creating our templates, we then cut them out 

and decorated them to represent our different 

modes of transport. We also stretched our 

noticing learning muscle to add details to our vehicles like hoses and ladders on the fire 

engines.  

 

We also had great fun learning about the Holi festival 

celebrated by Hindus around the world. We watched 

videos and looked at images of how people celebrate, 

before stretching our empathy and listening learning 

muscle and imitating the celebration with powder 

paint: it was so much fun!  

 

In maths in Year 1, we have been developing our 

knowledge of measurement linked to the mass of 

difference objects. We developed our understanding of 

mathematical vocabulary and also conducted practical activities to help us understand these 

new concepts. In maths in Nursery and Reception, we have been developing our knowledge of 

number bonds to 10. We experimented with different ways of representing these bonds to 10 

using Numicon and tens frames.  

 

We have all been so proud of all of our 

learning in Class 1 

this term and cannot 

wait for another 

fantastic term after 

the holidays!   
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Class 2 News 

 

We ended last week with our last cookery lesson (as part 

of our Design and Technology learning).  We stretched our 

making links learning muscle by applying our maths 

knowledge and understanding of measurement in order to 

bake Toad in the Hole with 

Cumberland Sausages! We also 

stretched our collaboration muscles to work together to successfully 

create the meal! It was delicious! 

 

In our maths learning this 

week, we continued to focus 

on fractions- particularly equivalent fractions. We have 

been stretching our noticing muscles in order to find 

fractions of shapes and amounts, too. We quickly began 

to notice the patterns and were able to make links to our 

learning last week when we cut up cakes. 

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have completed 

our Hot Write using our class story, Amazing Grace, as a basis. As part of our poetry learning, 

we also explored the poem ‘The Sound Collector’ by Roger McGough, too.  We stretched our 

noticing and questioning learning muscles to explore what sounds 

we could hear around us and used these sounds to stretch our 

planning muscles to create our own poems. 

 

In Science this week, we 

have been learning 

about the life cycles of 

frogs and butterflies 

and the process of metamorphosis. We stretched 

our noticing muscles to discover the differences 

between animals that go through the process of 

metamorphosis and those that don’t. 

 

In our class, we have all been challenging 

ourselves to read lots at home. In Year 2, we have 

started accessing Accelerated Reader (alongside Year 3) and we are really enjoying reading our 

books and completing comprehension quizzes. It has been wonderful to see and share the 

successes of all of the children vin our class and we are very proud of how we are challenging 

themselves to read most days and some children, every day! 
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Class 3 News- Miss Hutton 

 

In Class 3 this week, we have continued to develop 

our French knowledge and understanding and have 

been describing our family members and their 

names. We have been working hard to make sure 

that we include the masculine and feminine forms - for example, ma 

soeur for ‘my sister’ and mon frere for ‘my brother’- including when we 

describe what their names are. We also rehearsed asking someone how 

old they are (giving the appropriate response) and started to learn how to 

introduce a family member, their name and their age! We are really enjoying writing in our 

French exercise books and have been really stretching our capitalising learning muscles by 

using these to refresh our memories when we can’t quite remember a word or 

phrase. To help us with this, we have been writing in French and have 

included the English translations in a different coloured pen which has 

proved very handy! 

 

We have had another excellent week of maths learning, 

with lots of us demonstrating just how much progress 

we have made when we completed some arithmetic 

questions this week. As part of these lessons, we had 

to make links to lots of areas of 

mathematics and use pictorial 

representations and formal written methods to ensure that we 

worked out the correct answer. In Year 6, many of us were 

so proud when we accurately solved those more difficult 

formals written methods (such as long division and 

multiplying a 3 digit number by a 2 digit number)- 

especially as we haven’t been working on this particular unit 

this term. In Year 4, we have been really stretching our 

reasoning learning muscle to prove or disprove and answer 

and it was exciting to see just how many ‘light bulb moments’ we had 

when we discussed and modelled each answer. In Year 5, we have 

been working hard to finish off our unit on fractions and we have all 

made so much progress in identifying and calculating equivalent 

fractions, before adding/subtracting them, 

converting into an improper fraction or mixed 

number and even multiplying fractions by 

integers! We have also been using the fractions 

games to develop our fluency, understanding and 

recall. 
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As part of our review of mathematics in our 

school, we have taken part in a pupil 

conference this week. We talked to Miss 

Hutton about what we enjoy about our maths 

learning, as well as what helps us in our 

learning. We also suggested ways that we 

think would help us further and then completed an individual questionnaire on our new 

tablets to record more of our thoughts. When asked about the ‘best bits’ in our learning, some 

of our responses included: 

‘Getting challenged and trying my best on hard questions.’ 

‘I get to push myself out of my comfort zone.’ 

‘We get to use things around us to help us.’ 

‘The best bit is when I use the maths games and chalk outside.’  

‘Urmm... The fractions bit (I LOVE FRACTIONS!).’ 

 

When asked how we could maths even better, some of our responses included: 

‘If we had a maths den.’ 

‘If we still did outdoor maths and used Orla to help us’ 

‘I enjoy the recaps and the displays are quite good but I miss outdoor maths on a Friday’, 

We are looking forward to helping shape the teaching and learning in our school and can’t 

wait to start our next unit of learning! Thank you to all the grown-ups that completed the 

parent questionnaire, too!  

 

As part of our ongoing focus on wellbeing 

and how we are feeling, we have 

completed another Weekly Wellbeing 

reflection using our new tablets. We all 

really enjoyed the opportunity to record 

how we have been feeling and how our week has been, as well as having the chance to talk 

to our teachers about things that have been worrying us. As part of this Weekly Wellbeing 

reflection, we focused on our feelings, the best bits of the week and how our friendships have 

been.  
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Class 3 News- Mrs Arnold 

This week in our foundation subjects in Class 3, 

we’ve been starting to use our new tablets to aid 

us in our learning. We have been really excited 

about using them and have already worked out 

how to do lots of useful things. In DT, we were 

able to take photos of our progress in our sewing 

project, we’ve completed a quiz about the water 

cycle and we’ve even used them to sketch and write a prediction about what 

will happen in our new class terrarium.  

 

Our DT projects are moving on nicely. We’ve all learned to thread a needle, 

complete a starting stitch to keep the thread in place and we’ve all had a go 

at running stitch and back stitch. Now we’ve mastered the basics, after 

Easter we will be using our new embroidery skills to create Viking style 

designs on our mittens!  

 

We’ve had some really interesting discussions this week 

relating to our science learning about food chains. One of our classmates 

asked whether a dung beetle would class as a herbivore or a carnivore 

because it eats animal faeces. We had an excellent debate and could find 

many reasons why it could be either - or even an omnivore. Some of us 

suggested it would class as a herbivore because if it ate a herbivore’s 

faeces it’s technically also eating plants. Whereas others of us argued that a dung beetle could 

technically eat a carnivore’s faeces too. In the end, we decided it must be something different, 

which led us to using our knowledge of the etymology of words to suggest what term could be 

used to classify a dung beetle based on its diet. We had many excellent suggestions such as 

faecivore, rubbishivore and even wastivore, which is incredibly close to the actual term, which 

Mrs Arnold eventually revealed to be: detritivore!  

 

In Class 3 history this week, we have been exploring what place names 

can tell us about Viking movement and settlement in Cumbria and Britain as 

a whole. We looked for evidence of the Viking language Norse on a map of 

Cumbria to spot patterns and build up a picture of whether/who/where the 

Vikings settled. We discovered that the evidence suggests that the Vikings 

settled widely in Cumbria – even the name Hallbankgate could have Viking 

roots with the root word ‘gate’ meaning path or track in Norse. The place 

names throughout Cumbria also suggest the Vikings took on many roles 

within British society including valley and hill farmers. We found this all 

very interesting! 
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Collective Worship  

 

The 21
st

 March marked World Poetry Day, so we all reflected on the things 

which we all have in common as people living all around the world. We 

talked about how art forms like poetry can bring us together and 

highlight common experience (such as gazing at the moon), even if we all 

live very different lives.  

 

In our Picture News assembly this week, we explored how 

telephones have changed through history before thinking about 

what telephone boxes are and how they are used. We then 

found out that British Telecom are offering red 

telephone boxes to communities for just £1, so that 

they can be turned into something that would benefit 

the local community. We thought about various 

perspectives and shared our thoughts about what 

they could be turned into, or whether they should stay as they are as a reminder 

of British history and culture. 

 

On Tuesday, we stretched our empathy and listening 

learning muscle to learn about the Hindu festival of 

Holi. We listened to different viewpoints about this 

religious festival and found out that Holi celebrates the 

Hindu god Krishna and the legend of Holika and 

Prahlad, where the coloured powder is thought to be a reference to Krishna throwing coloured 

water at people when he was a boy and the story of Holika and Prahlad symbolises good 

overcoming evil. 

 

On Wednesday, we stretched our imagining learning muscle by 

putting ourselves in the shoes of people around the world as we 

discussed the impact of climate change. Having discussed ‘Earth 

Hour’ (that took place over the weekend), we looked at images of 

how our climate is changing and thought about what we could do look after where we live. 

We thought about how we could look after our school learning 

environment, in our homes and the small changes that we can 

do to have a positive impact on our planet. 

 

We were also lucky enough to have a pre-recorded assembly 

with Reverend Johnsen, focusing on Palm Sunday, Holy Week 

and Easter. Thank you, Reverend Johnsen, we hope to see you in person, 

soon!  
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Easter Egg Hunt! 

 

On Thursday afternoon, we ended the term with an Easter Egg Hunt! We all had lots of fun 

trying to find the eggs and even more fun eating them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, thank you to everyone for working so hard in what has 

been a very unique spring term! We have all been so impressed 

with how you have returned to school and we are looking 

forward to seeing you all after the holidays. Have a well-

deserved rest over the Easter holidays and we’ll see you on 

Monday 19
th

 April. 

 

Well done, everyone!  
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