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Learners of the Week: Jasmine, Rory and Emily  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 75     Helvellyn 64     Blencathra 59    

 

This week has been Assessment Week. We have all been so impressed with all of the progress 

that has been made this term and how hard everyone has worked! Well done, everyone! 

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Class 1 this week, we have enjoyed learning about 

the Nativity story and how some Christians celebrate 

Christmas. We looked at the history of the tradition 

and why it was such an important part of the 

Christian religion for some. We looked at the different 

characters from the story and made links to the 

Nativity we are going to be practising soon. It was 

interesting to discuss some of the changes we could 

identify between the past and our lives now. We are 

really looking forward to developing our 

understanding of the Nativity further as we take on 

the different character roles within our school play.  

 

We also enjoyed exploring the 

snow and ice this week in Class 

1! We conducted child-initiated 

investigations with the frost, where we explored how the warmth of our 

hands melted the frost on the sand pit. It was great to explore new and 

different language and ask questions during this experience too. We also had 

lots of fun in the snow, creating snow angels and snow balls. It is amazing 

to be able to explore and compare the different weather we experience 

throughout the seasons of the year. 
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Although it has been a slightly different week with it being assessment 

week, we have had the opportunity to explore lots of different learning 

opportunities, particularly linked to our mark making skills. We really 

enjoyed making patterns using different cutters and shapes on bread 

and then toasting it to reveal the pattern we 

created. We have also enjoyed painting and 

exploring the alphabet in further detail.  

 

We have also been busy writing letters this week. 

We collaborated to write a letter to send out to 

parents regarding the movie night we are 

planning. When we first came up with the idea we wrote letters to ask Miss 

Hutton if it is something we could squeeze in and she said yes! We have 

also been writing letters to our favourite authors, considering what our 

favourite book is, but also justifying why it is our favourite. 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In RE this week, we stretched our 

imagining muscles as we thought 

about how Mary and Joseph may 

have felt when they reached 

Bethlehem and there was nowhere for 

them to stay. We then created an illustration of Mary and 

Joseph in the crowded town of Bethlehem and used speech 

bubbles to portray their feelings. We also discussed the significance 

of the star. 

 

In PE this week, we stretched our 

collaboration muscles as we worked in 

teams playing handball.  This was 

great fun and we are getting better at 

working together, skilfully passing the 

ball to 

our team 

mates in 

order to 

score points! 
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In computing this week, we have been learning about parts 

of a digital device. We looked at different devices and then 

classified whether they were input or output devices. We 

then stretched our creative thinking as we designed a 

machine that uses inputs and produces an output? We were 

able to create anything as 

long 

as we 

could discuss the input, output and 

process! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week we have been enjoying our music lesson 

and carrying on with looking at the difference 

between the high and low notes on the drum. We 

had lots of tricky challenges with our lesson this 

week and we 

had to stretch 

our noticing 

muscles to see 

which notes 

were high and low. 

We had to be really 

focused and use our 

listening skills to 

repeat after the 

leader. As a class, 

we persevered to complete 

each tricky challenge and 

were super proud of our 

hard work at the end of the 

lesson.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

This week, we have been further developing our love of reading 

by writing to some of our favourite authors! At the beginning of 

the week, we stretched our distilling learning muscle to find and 

retrieve key information about the authors to plan out our 

letters. We made sure that 

we researched and 

recorded key details (such 

as where to send the 

letters) as well as more interesting facts that fascinated us 

about them or the books that they have written. By the end 

of the week, we had written our letters and can’t wait to 

see how many replies we get! We hope to display these in 

school for everyone to see and hope that this inspires other 

people in our school to try out a new author, book or 

series.  

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been showing off our 

times table and number facts 

progress and have been issued 

with our maths passports for 

the next term. These passports 

help guide us towards the times 

tables or number facts that we 

need to work on next and 

include everything from multiplication and division facts up to  

and including 12 x 12, to prime numbers, square numbers and 

cube numbers. These are kept in home-learning folders and they 

have lots of ‘top tips’ for practising at home too.  

 

 

In our music learning this week, we have continued to 

develop our keyboard skills. This week, we recapped playing 

the notes C, D, E and F by playing Blue Grass Hop (which 

we all really enjoyed!) as well as moving on to learning 

‘Gone for a while’ which introduced the note ‘G’, too. We also 

completed a ‘POP task’ in music to show our progress: in this 

Proof of Progress task, we had to name, draw and define 

crochets, minims and whole notes (semibreves), which helped 

to show our understanding of musical notation. 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

We’ve had another excellent week in our 

foundation subjects in Class 3. We’ve 

continued with our design and technology 

projects and have successfully taken on 

the role of electrical engineers to complete 

our vacuum cleaners. It was so exciting! 

After a short planning phase, we began 

construction of our vacuum cleaners. Mrs 

Arnold provided the different materials, we 

had all our knowledge and theory we’d 

learned in our previous lessons and then it was down to us to apply what we knew and design 

and make our own cleaners. We showed excellent perseverance and resilience though the process 

as we applied a trial, error and improvement 

approach to our machines. There were many 

times where we came across issues with our 

designs, whether that were loose connections, low 

power or fans falling 

apart, but each time we 

collaborated to revise our 

plans and find a way to 

make an improvement.  

 

Once we all had our 

machines built, we then 

needed to test them. At this stage, many of our vacuum cleaners weren’t 

working, so we worked as a class to make a list of things we could try 

to improve our machines and get them functioning properly. We all 

returned to the drawing board and made plans for how we could improve our vacuum cleaners 

and set to work putting those plans into action. This was where things got really exciting, as 

one by one most groups got their vacuum cleaners working and sucking up our test material 

(hole puncher waste). Finally, we all came together, with expert reviewers Miss Hutton and Mr 

and Mrs Davidson as our audience, to test our vacuum cleaners. We had some successes and 

some that weren’t quite there yet, but we discussed how this was an important part of the 

engineering process and how we can learn from mistakes and each other to improve and move 

forward. Given more time, Mrs Arnold has no doubt we would all get our vacuum cleaners up to 

optimum performance! Well done Class 3, an amazing effort! 
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In science this week, we have been continuing our learning about sound. We blew Mrs Arnold 

away with our knowledge and scientific thinking in our POP tasks at the start of the lesson. So 

much so, that she decided to revise her plans for our lesson. We had shown such a deep 

understanding of the scientific concepts around sound and what might affect the volume of a 

sound, that Mrs Arnold abandoned the investigation she had thought 

up and got us to plan our own instead. We worked in groups to focus 

on one variable that could affect the volume of a sound and worked 

out a way in which we could fairly test our hypotheses. We will 

complete these investigations next week, so watch this space!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


