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Learner of the Week and VIPs:  Callum, Amira and Elliott  

Headteacher’s Award: Kai 

 

Housepoints total: Skiddaw 143  Helvellyn 85   Blencathra 92 

 

This week has been a busy week, with assessments being completed to demonstrate our 

learning and progress throughout the Autumn Term, and play rehearsals are in full swing! We 

are looking forward to finishing the last couple of assessments 

and developing our Christmas performances, further.  

 

Shared Learning Afternoon 

 

On Thursday, we were lucky enough to be joined by 24 

parents and family members as part of our Shared Learning 

Afternoon. Stretching our planning and 

imagining learning muscles, our 

challenge was to work in groups to plan, design, test and create items 

to create our very own Story Sacks. We began the morning by planning 

out what we would like to include, how we could make each item 

(including drawing detailed plans and making prototypes to test 

different materials and ways of joining them) and the resources we 

would need to capitalise on. We really stretched our p[lanning muscle by thinking how we could 

overcome any obstacles we could see. In the afternoon, with our 

parents and family members, we 

set about creating our Story 

Sacks; using our plans and 

revising where necessary.  
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Class 1: The Rainbow Fish, We’re Going on a Bear Hunt and The 

Little Red Hen 

In Class 1, we created masks, bingo games, story-telling spoons 

(thank you to Zach, Niamh, Louisa, Thomas and their families for 

donating lots of spoons!), props, story maps and non-fiction fact 

files to put in our Story Sacks. 

 

Class 2: Fantastic Mr Fox and 

The HodgeHeg 

In Class 2, we created masks, 

sequencing cards, puppets and 

props linked to our Talk4Writing 

stories. 

 

Class 3: 

In Class 3, we created three Story Sacks: an online safety sack (based on an adapted version of 

Goldilocks and the three bears), a Story Sack to celebrate diversity 

around the world and a Story Sack based on a picture book, The 

Arrival, linked to migration and our Rights Respecting Schools 

learning. We created hand-sewn puppets, jigsaws, scenario cards, 

quizzes, non-fiction fact-files about famous artists, scientists, 

Olympians and other inspirational people who have overcome 

adversity, sequencing cards, masks, information on religions and 

cultures and props to retell each story. 

 

We think you’ll agree that we have made an excellent start 

towards creating some exciting and engaging reading resources 

that we can share in school and 

at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge to everyone who was able to join us. 
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Home-learning Projects 

 

On Thursday, we all brought in our 

Home-Learning projects. This half term, 

we created child-initiated projects on 

plants or animals in Class 1, Rocks and 

Fossils in Class 2 and UK Geography in Class 3. At the end of our 

Shared Learning Afternoon, we invited all parents to come and have 

a look at our projects and ask us questions about what we had 

produced and found out. We have had such a 

range of projects: from PowerPoint 

presentations (complete with working 

hyperlinks, based on our in-class learning), 

3d models, information booklets, maps and 

grid references, quizzes, real-life examples of rocks and fossils and even 

a three-course meal based on dishes from around the UK! The standard 

of home-learning projects is very high and we all love to see what 

each other has produced. We have been thinking carefully about how 

we can make our home-learning the best that 

it can be, too: from starting the project early 

and managing time carefully, to taking 

ownership of our projects to produce learning 

projects that are interesting and innovating, so 

that we are able to make further links to our learning in school.  Home-

learning projects will be in school until the end 

of term: if you haven’t already done so, please 

come and have a look. Here are a few examples, well done everyone! 
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Class 2 News 

 

This week in our Topic of the UK we have been 

exploring the different points of a compass. We 

had a real life compass and we all had a go at 

using it. As a class, we discovered that the 

main points on a compass are, North, East, 

South and West. The directions in between these 

points are North East, North West, South East and South West. We collaborated together to find 

out that we can use the acronym, N,E,S,W = Never, Eat, Shredded, Wheat or Naughty, 

Elephants, Squirt, Water. These little rhymes can help us to remember the points of a compass.  

 

As part of our Literacy learning we have been looking at Non-Chronological reports. We had to 

be feature detectives and unpick the 

different information texts to find the 

different features within them. During 

this lesson we really tried hard to use 

our noticing muscles to find each feature. 

We found things like, titles, subheadings, 

technical language, diagrams, 

illustrations and tables of information. 

We completed a ‘Writers Toolkit’ that listed 

the features of an information text with 

examples from the texts and the reasons 

why that feature is used. For example, 

we discovered that bullet points were a 

main feature and these are used to break up the information and so that these facts are clear to 

find within the text.  

 

As part of our Science topic (rocks and fossils) we 

have been creating our very own dinosaur fossils 

with salt dough. We had to be resourceful and 

think about the equipment we needed to make the 

salt dough. In small groups, we worked closely 

together to read the set of instructions and take it 

in turns to follow the step by step instructions. 

During the lesson, we realised that we had made a 

‘marvellous mistake’ 

because we had added too much water to the recipe. We had to 

reason with each other to come up with a solution to the 

problem. Eventually we resolved the problem and were back on 

track and able to gently knead the dough together. The end 

results were amazing and we think they really look like real life 

dinosaur fossils!    
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Visit to the Hindu Temple, Newcastle 

On Friday, we all travelled to Newcastle to extend our knowledge and 

understanding of modern Britain, and in particular, religions and 

cultures that are less prevalent in our immediate locality. As we arrived 

at the Hindu Temple, we were interested to see how different the building 

looked, in comparison to the typical types of temples 

shown in non-fiction books or as part of learning 

resources. However, after removing our shoes as a 

sign of respect, our first impressions certainly 

changed when we went inside: the main Temple Hall 

was filled with statues of deities, colorful 

illustrations, lights and an aroma that filled the room. 

We listened to the Pujari (priest), who told us about 

traditional prayer rituals, the names, roles and 

meaning of each deity we could see and some 

traditional stories. We listened carefully to how Hindu’s 

often greet people, depending on the level of respect 

that is required, and were fascinated by the Om 

symbol and the meaning is has in Hinduism.  

 

Our host explained that when Hindu’s pray, they make 

offerings to the deities and leave with a piece of fruit that has been blessed, 

so that they don’t arrive or leave empty-handed. We were fortunate enough to 

witness a number of people attending to their daily prayers, too, and we were fascinated to 

see, first-hand, how some Hindu’s pray and the offerings they made. After spending some time 

exploring and asking questions, we sat back down to watch the daily prayer at 11am. The 

Pujari and worshippers began by ringing the prayer bell continuously to 

begin the ceremony. The prayer itself lasted around 8 minutes, wih 

continuous bell-

ringing, clapping, 

chanting and ringing 

of a smaller bell, with 

worshippers bathing 

in the light of the 

candle and praying to 

the different deities. One of the worshippers was a young child, 

which allowed us to see the similarities and differences between 

an adult and a child when praying, too. It was such an 

amazing opportunity to bring our RE learning to life and help us 

to understand and different religions and cultures. With our visit 

to Farlam Church in November, and our Synagogue and Mosque 

visit last year, we really are very lucky to be able to have such 

important learning experiences here at Hallbankgate.  
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Visit to The Great North Museum, Newcastle 

 

After a short bus journey, we arrived at our next destination: the 

Hancock Museum. After signing in, Class 3 

headed to our first activity: the 

Planetarium. We were so excited when we 

walked in and rushed to our seats- we 

couldn’t contain how excited and enthralled 

we were, with so many ‘Wow!’ comments 

and gasps as we journeyed through the solar system in search of 

life beyond Earth. Class 2 and Year 1 also watched this film and 

really enjoyed being immersed in the Planetarium, with the whole sky moving above our heads. 

In Nursery and Reception, we watched ‘Solar Quest’, a film all about the sun, and were 

mesmerized by the journey we went on.   

 

The rest of our day was spent exploring the different 

exhibitions in the 

museum. The favourite 

learning areas in Class 

3 were the Ancient 

Egyptians and the 

Living Planet 

exhibition, with life-size elephants, sharks, giraffes, 

meerkats and many more amazing animals. On our 

way to the Planetarium, we gasped in amazement at 

the sight of these 

amazing creatures 

and could not wait to explore them in greater detail. In each 

area, we were challenged to find at least two facts, before 

sharing them with Miss Hutton or Miss Hurley, and lots of 

us were making links to other periods in history or 

geography, or areas of fascination and interest to us. Other 

favourite areas were the meteorites, closely followed by the 

precious gems and metals. 

 

In Class 2 and Class 1, our favourite areas were the 

dinosaurs, where we saw a model of a life-size T-Rex! 

We really enjoyed all the hand-on elements, such as 

puzzles, interactive software and, of course, touching all 

the artefacts. We were also very excited and in awe of the 

exhibitions in the museum- there were so many things 

that were brought to life and will help us further 

understand our learning next term.  
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Our Autumn Term visit certainly was a success, with lots of 

memorable and new learning experiences for the whole school- lots 

of children have asked if we can visit other museums as they were 

so impressed at how exciting and 

awe-inspiring the exhibitions at 

the Hancock were. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone should be very proud of their behaviour: you were excellent role models for our 

school. Thank you to our Early Years parents and family members that supported our visit, too. 

 

A few comments about our visits: 

“I liked hearing the Hindu’s at the Temple, pray- I have never seen that before!” 

“I found the fossils in the museum fascinating- especially how big they were and all the 

different types.” 

“I liked the rock and crystal section of the museum and finding out where they are from: it 

reminded when we were learning about rocks and fossils last year.” 

“I liked seeing the real life mummy as it was really interesting and I have never seen anything 

like it before.”  

“I liked seeing people pray and how they worshipped the different Gods.” 
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“I liked seeing and hearing the actual prayer- it was completely different to what I have seen in 

other religious places.” 

 

 

 

Community Carols and Cake Afternoon 

 

Please remember to let us know if you are joining us to sing carols around our Christmas tree 

on Friday 13
th

 November at 2:30pm. We will be baking on Friday morning, but need to know 

how many cakes and festive goodies we need to make. We are singing traditional Christmas 

Carols and would really like you to join us - we appreciate that singing may not be everyone’s 

cup of tea, but we would like to see (and hear!) as many parents and family members that 

can make it, for a festive afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


