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Learners of the Week:  Evie, Connor and Pete  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 162   Helvellyn 139   Blencathra 145 

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

Building on our learning from last week, we 

continued to develop our understanding of 

Queen Elizabeth II and particularly her 

upcoming Platinum Jubilee. Mrs Beesley 

kindly brought in some memorabilia from the 

Queen's coronation and the Queen's Silver 

Jubilee for us to explore. We used our 

noticing skills to look at and compare the 

different memorabilia, spotting the crown 

emblem or the name Queen Elizabeth II. We also 

explored different coins, with the opportunity to 

compare coins from Queen Victoria's era and 

our current coins which highlight Queen 

Elizabeth II as our current monarch. It was 

really interesting to compare and contrast the 

coins and to have the chance to physically 

hold and explore them. We conducted some 

interesting discussions and utilised our 

questioning skills really effectively! 

 

We also learnt more about the celebrations of Ramadan and Eid within the religion of Islam this 

week. We began developing our understanding of Ramadan and how it is 

celebrated by watching videos and discussing some of the traditions 

followed during Ramadan last week. This week to mark the celebration of 

Eid-al-Fitr at the beginning of May we learnt about how people celebrate 

the breaking of the fast. We watched videos which showed children 

celebrating Eid and made some brilliant comparisons to our learning about 

Christianity, particularly when discussing the importance of holy books 

and places of worship within the two religions. It was really interesting to 

have the chance to learn and explore more about Islam. 
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We had a brilliant time exploring with the Bee Bots again this week 

in our computing learning. We practised programming instructions 

to move the bee bots forwards, backwards, left and right. It is so 

much fun and we are getting more confident every week in 

understanding and using the different buttons. 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, we continued to build our 

knowledge of the story of 'Where the Wild Things Are'. We read the 

story and practised sequencing the different events in order, using 

some of the key story language when 

retelling the story. We then used our 

imagining skills to create our very 

own 'wild things'! We considered 

what our wild things would look like, where they would live and 

what they would eat. Our designs were brilliant and all so 

unique! 

 

In our phonics learning in Year 1 this week, we have been exploring 

split digraphs. They are tricky but we have persevered and are 

really getting the hang of them now! In Reception, we have been 

exploring trigraphs and have been applying our understanding 

when reading and writing. In Nursery, we have been developing 

our listening skills through different games and stories.  

 

In maths in Year 1, we have been building on our learning around measuring length and height. 

This week we have been using the skills and knowledge we have gained to solve addition and 

subtraction problems linked to length and height.  

 

In Reception, we have been investigating numbers that are more than or less than a given 

number. We have also been exploring number bonds to different 

numbers. In Nursery we have been 

developing our counting and subitising 

skills through games and songs. 
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Class 2 News  

 

This week we visited Maryport. We had such a 

great time and we all really enjoyed it! First, we 

visited the aquarium and we had a guide to show 

us around the different fish and creatures. We had 

some great questions to ask and we learnt so much 

about the different species of fish. As we went 

along each section, we completed an investigation 

to identify and record when we spotted each of the 

different species. We noticed an octopus, some 

seahorses, moon jellyfish, eels, clownfish, dogfish, 

stingrays and lobsters. 

In one of the rooms, 

there was a big pool of 

water and there were 

lots of stingrays and 

dogfish swimming 

around. There was a 

walkway for us to go 

along so we could spot 

the fish from different 

angles. We were 

fascinated to learn many different facts about the creatures. In 

another room, there were lobsters that were being kept in different 

containers for their own safety as they grew into adult lobsters. 

In the same room, we had the privilege of seeing baby sharks still in their thick egg cases 

enclosing the shark embryo, nearly ready to be born. This was truly amazing to be able to see 

the unborn sharks and see how they are developing. We absolutely loved our trip to the 

aquarium and will use some of our findings in our work and projects this term.  
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Next, we visited Maryport Rescue Station. We saw a B Class 

lifeboat: this was 9 metres long and had 2 engines. We learnt that 

they had 2 engines incase one of the engines failed. The 

machinery that is used to pull the lifeboat to the water is named, 

‘The Beast’ this is because it is very heavy and sturdy. We also 

saw a D Class lifeboat which was a smaller lifeboat and this one 

had only 1 engine. We learnt that the recue team wear a onesie 

with a dry suit on top, a helmet and 

boots for their uniform. Their helmet 

has a headtorch on it so that they 

can see when rescuing people/animals 

in the dark. We had lots of fantastic 

questions to ask and we enjoyed 

hearing all of the rescue stories. It was great to see how our up-

coming fundraising event in PSHE will help this important charity.  
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Class 3 News  

 

Well, we’ve had a busy first few weeks of term! In DT, we have finished our Ancient Greek style 

sandals! Here are a few of our amazing designs: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the project came to its end, we took the opportunity to celebrate our successes and evaluate 

how well our creations met the design brief. Many of us made changes through the process by 

revising our plans and that meant perhaps they fitted better and were stronger. Some of us 

reflected that our style was spot on, but the sandals were perhaps not strong enough or the right 

size to be worn comfortably. If we were to carry on to the next phase 

of development, we were all clear on what we’d need to do next. 

 

In history this term, we have started learning about 

the Second World War. This is already a topic that 

has sparked our imaginations and we are really 

eager to find out more about what life was like 

through such a key point in recent British and 

worldwide history. 

 

 

 To start our enquiries, we have been stretching our empathy muscles and 

exploring what it would have been like to be a child in Hallbankgate at the 

very start of the War. We listened to Neville Chamberlain’s radio announcement, just as families 

would have on the 3
rd

 September 1939, and discussed what that must have felt like. We drew 

comparisons to our own experiences of lockdowns being announced and how that felt for us. 
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Because the Second World War is still within living memory and many people have recorded their 

experiences we have been able to handle and explore many primary sources of evidence to help 

us build a clearer picture of that time and draw our own conclusions about what it must have 

been like to live then as a child.  

 

In our next lesson, we turned our attention to what happened 

immediately after Neville Chamberlain’s announcement that war had been 

declared. We read extracts from our school 

logbooks written at the time, as well as hearing 

and reading accounts from people who were 

children at the time. We discovered that many 

children were evacuated to Hallbankgate from 

Newcastle and South Shields and that by mid-September 

the school had 140+ children on roll! Again, we stretched 

our empathy muscles and tried to think what that might 

have felt like from both the perspective of a child in 

Hallbankgate, and that of a child being evacuated to here. We also looked at the 

leaflet given to all households with instructions for what must be done by 

everyone in wartime and learned what evacuees had to pack with them. We 

filled in identity labels as per the instructions and also had a look at posters 

which would have been seen around that time encouraging people to evacuate 

their children or take in evacuees. This type of communication, used for influencing how people 

think and feel, we learned was called propaganda.  

 

In geography this term, we are exploring the continent of Europe. So far, we have located Europe 

in the world and have used our geographical vocabulary to describe its location. We have also 

used our atlases to start finding out what countries are located within Europe. This week, we 

started our lesson by stretching our atlas and 

information gathering skills further by completing a 

quiz. We collaborated on our tables to use our atlases 

and knowledge organisers to find out the answers to a 

wide variety of geographical questions about Europe. 

Initially, we found this quite 

challenging, but we persevered and 

remembered our atlas skills, such 

as using the index and grid 

references to help us locate our 

answers. We then began to examine some data about populations in 

Europe more closely. We looked at the populations and area of several European countries and 
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used either bar charts or pictograms to display our information. We also discussed population 

density and some of us even began making maps to show population density across Europe! 

 

In Science, we’ve been busy learning about the circle of life - or life cycles 

to be precise! Last week, we explored the life cycles of insects and 

amphibians and made comparisons between the two, using key scientific 

vocabulary including complete and incomplete metamorphosis. This week, 

we developed our knowledge further by looking at different forms of 

reproduction in animals and compared the life cycles 

of birds and mammals. We found many aspects that 

were the same in both cycles, while there were some 

key differences such as laying eggs and giving birth 

to live young.  

 

In our literacy learning we have been exploring newspaper articles and 

information about the Blitz in WW2. We’ve practiced many grammatical 

features including different sentence types; passive and active voice; and 

direct and reported speech, all while gathering more information about the 

Blitz and generating our own examples.  

 

In maths Year 4 has been working on their money skills while Year 5 and 6 have been exploring 

statistics. Everyone has been working really hard on their maths passports and many have been 

signed off this week - new ones will be sent out next week!  

 

 

Weekly Wellbeing  

This Friday we have been 

extremely concerned about 

the wellbeing of two young 

deer trapped in our school 

playing field and unable to 

escape. They were 

frightened and injured and 

couldn’t find their way out 

into the adjoining field.  

We were really glad that 

Mrs Davidson called for 

help and two men from the 

RSPCA came to their 

assistance. Stretching their noticing skills, the RSPCA worked out that the deer had entered from 

the road (rather than the old railway line) and we have decided that we would like to try and 

get some signs for the road, so that road users are aware that deer might be crossing! We’ll write 
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to the Parish Council soon. You’ll be pleased to hear that both deer are well and enjoying their 

freedom again in our lovely countryside. 
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