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Class 1 News: 

 

We had the most incredible adventure to the moon using our imagining 

skills on the last day of half term! Before launching, we each created a 

flag (inspired by the flag left by Neil Armstrong during 

the first moon landing) and then began to put on our 

space suits and boots. We realised that we could use our 

hoods to represent the space helmets as we wouldn't be 

able to breathe in space. We discovered craters, meteorite fragments and moon 

dust and had a brilliant time on our space shuttle journey and exploring the 

moon. Inspired by our adventure, we then drew pictures to represent what we 

had enjoyed the most about our adventure. It was so 

much fun and we cannot wait for our next trip to the 

moon! 

 

We have had a great start to the second half of the autumn term in Class 

1! We have been exploring how we can keep our bodies safe and that we 

have certain parts of our bodies that are private. We spoke about who we 

could talk to if we are worried or if someone had asked us to do 

something that we did not like. We recognised these people 

as our trusted adults. We used resources from the NSPCC 

to reiterate the message that our body is our own and we need to say ‘no’ if we 

feel uncomfortable. We watched a video about Pantosaurus Rex and this 

reinforced the key messages. In school we are going to use the PANTS acronym 

to remind us how we can keep our bodies safe. With Mrs Brown, we have also 

been learning about oral hygiene and how to keep our teeth clean. It was 

fantastic to learn handy tips and why it is so important for our health. 
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Class 2 News:  

 

In literacy, we have been reading our new class, ‘The Giraffe, the 

Pelly and Me.’ We are really enjoying the novel by Roald Dahl so 

far and we have started to create a story map of the story. As a 

class, we studied the language in the book and we unpicked the 

vocabulary as a reader and as a writer. We loved hearing the songs and rhyming words in the 

story and we have all really enjoyed joining in with these.  

 

During our Religious Education lessons across a period of about four 

lessons, we have been learning all about different religions and the 

festivals that are celebrated. We compiled a table of information; 

exploring Christianity and the festival Easter, Islam and the festival 

Eid, Hinduism and the festival 

Divali, Buddhism and the festival 

Wesak, Sikhism and the festival 

Vaisakhi and finally Judaism celebrating Passover. For each 

festival, we looked at its importance and why and how it is 

celebrated. We stretched our noticing muscles to make links 

between the different festivals and we compared them to see 

the similarities and differences. We found it fascinating 

learning about all of the different festivals and cultures.  

 

For our History learning, we have been taking time to complete 

our Stone Age newspaper reports using all of the knowledge we 

know about the Stone Age and applying this into our writing. We came up with some snappy 

headlines for the reports and something that would catch the reader’s attention.  We had 

previously looked at the features of a newspaper report and unpicked these together so we knew 

what to include in our very own reports.  

 

We have started our new History topic, 

‘The Bronze Age’, and we have been 

learning about the Bronze Age Beaker 

people. We discovered that they were 

called the Beaker people because they had 

bell shaped beakers that they drank from. As a class, we had a lengthy 

discussion comparing the Beaker people to the hunter gatherers from the Stone Age, looking at 

similarities and differences. We all persevered with our writing and produced some excellent 

detailed paragraphs all about the Beaker people with comparisons to the Stone Age.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton): 

 

In literacy this half term, we are reading Varjak Paw, by S.F Said. We are 

already up to chapter 3 and have been introduced 

to our main characters (a feline family of 

Mesopotamian Blues) and the legends that they are 

trying to live up to (or escape!). Despite only being 

three chapters in, we are hooked- so hooked in fact, 

that we have let out the biggest groan when we 

had to stop reading! As part of our literacy learning 

at the beginning of week, we started our brand new 

tale, too: a tale of quest. We have worked really hard to write 

exciting quest tales for our ‘cold write’ stories and we are really 

proud of ourselves by including the characterisation learning (from 

last half term) in these stories, too! 

 

As part of our RE learning, we have been further exploring what it 

means to ‘belong’. We identified groups, communities and people that 

we all belong to and how this makes us, and other people, feel and 

behave. We linked this to our Building Learning Power learning 

muscles; identifying how we are able to stretch our Empathy and 

Listening, Collaboration and Interdependence learning muscles. We 

also thought about how we show commitment to these different 

people and activities, linking this to how people around the world 

can feel a sense of belonging in a religion or culture.  

 

In maths this week, we have been stretching 

our Reasoning learning muscle by solving problems! In Year 6, we have 

become expert problems-solvers involving long division, even making 

links to calculating the area of shapes and finding missing lengths by 

dividing the total area by one of the 2 digit numbers that we were 

given. In Year 4, we have been solving multi-step problems by 

identifying the required operation, and the order in which it must be 

completed. In Year 5, we have been learning all about multiples and 

factors, as well how these two things are 

interconnected.  

 

In PSHE, we have been continuing to learn about how we can 

look after and promote our own wellbeing, with a particular 

focus on fairness, friendships and democracy. This week, we 

explored what it means to feel included and how we can make 

sure that we include each other when we are completing 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

learning challenges or playing outside. We also made links to UK Parliament Week, by debating 

what we think is right and what we think is wrong. We worked really hard to make sure we 

used a range of ‘Talk for Learning’ strategies, by using phrases such as: ‘in agreement with 

this’, ‘on the other hand’, ‘an alternative view would be’, and, ‘linking to your idea, I think 

that...’. This really helped us stretch our Reasoning learning muscle, too!  

 

In Computing, we have started to learn about computer 

networks and the World Wide Web. We used string to represent 

all of the different networks that exist because of the internet 

and the World Wide Web, as well as how data and ‘packets’ 

of information is sent around the world. We then linked this 

learning to the types of information that is sent and whether 

or not we would accept a range of emails and online 

messages; questioning their content, source and intention to 

work out whether it was safe to open, or not. We really stretched our Reasoning learning 

muscle by providing examples of when it might be appropriate to open and email message and 

when it might not be.  

 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold): 

 

In Science, we have started our new topic on Earth and Space. We put 

together everything we know already and talked about what we’d like to 

find out and learn about in our lessons. We then worked in small groups- 

capitalising on our non-fiction books and the 

internet- to research and learn in more detail 

about a planet or object from our solar system. 

Each group produced an informative poster and 

presented the information to the rest of our 

class. We had to listen really carefully so that 

we could bring together all of our knowledge; 

summarising our new learning in a table so that 

we could compare and contrast the properties of each object.  

 

In History, we have started our ‘deep dive’ into Ancient Egypt. Again, we 

gathered together what we knew already and thought about what we’d like to 

know and how we could find out about it over the next few weeks. Then, 

making links to our history learning about Ancient Civilisations and our 

geography learning on the River Nile, we studied the Ancient Egyptian 

Civilisation in more detail, including when it was why they formed settlements 

on the banks of the Nile. We then further developed our chronology skills by 

putting key dates and events in chronological order to make a timeline of the 
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Ancient Egyptian era. After this, we had some time to finish off our sarcophagi and mummies 

which we started before half term.  

 

Collective Worship  

 

In our Collective Worship this week, we started the week by 

celebrating ‘togetherness’. We decided that even though we were 

physically apart, we could still share and celebrate key events, 

achievements and learning activities and it was lovely to see 

each other on our interactive screens. On Wednesday, we 

celebrated UK Parliament Week by learning about what 

happens inside the House of Parliament and thinking about 

how we can share our views and influence others on matters 

that are important to us. Stretching our Noticing learning 

muscle, we tried to work out how we vote and make decisions 

are made in our school- from choosing the story to read in Class 1, to the School Learning 

Council making decisions that affect the whole school. On Thursday, we explored the story 

behind Bonfire Night (making links to our earlier assembly 

about the Houses of Parliament) and how we can stay safe 

if we are having fireworks at home. We were fascinated to 

learn that, over 400 years later, the story of how Guy 

Fawkes was caught red-handed with 36 barrels of 

gunpowder, underneath the Houses of Parliament, is still 

told.  
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