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Learners of the Week:  Ivy, Joss and Beth  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  34    Helvellyn  51  Blencathra  32 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning in Class 1 this week we have 

been focusing on pattern and creating repeating 

patterns. We explored how patterns can be identified 

and continued patterns using our noticing and 

imitating skills to help us. We have also been 

developing our counting skills to ensure that we count 

with an accurate 1:1 correspondence, focusing on the 

numbers 1, 2 and 3 this week. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week we 

focused on the letters g, o, c and k. We have been using 

our increasing knowledge of letters and sounds to 

support us when orally segmenting and blending sounds 

to create words and are doing an amazing job as early 

readers and writers! We have also continued to develop 

our co-ordination and fine motor skills this week 

through different mark making activities, including 

using flour, chalk and paint to create and explore 

different marks. In our phonics learning in Nursery 

we have been listening carefully to noises and then 

matching them to farm animals. We have also been 

playing memory games and developing fine motor 

control and dexterity through threading activities.  

 

In our Talk for 

Writing and 

literacy learning this week we started our innovation phase. We 

began to make changes to the story of the Little Red Hen, 

changing the characters whilst keeping other parts of the story 

the same. We worked collaboratively to change the characters as 

a group and then individually chose our new characters for our 
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own innovation stories. We then created updated story maps to show our new characters and 

used these to help us to retell the story. 

  

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning this 

week, we continued to learn about seasons, focusing on 

the season of autumn. We recapped the knowledge that 

we developed last week around autumn and some of the 

changes which occur referring to the seasons tree we 

created using painted leaves last week. We then went on 

an autumn scavenger hunt around our outdoor learning 

environment, spotting conkers, beech 

nuts, fallen leaves, leaves changing 

colour, berries, and we even noticed 

evergreen trees. This further supported 

us in differentiating between evergreen 

and deciduous trees. We had a great 

time collecting conkers and were 

amazed by just how many conkers we could find on our school field! 

 

In our geography and understanding the world learning this week we 

continued learning about the United Kingdom. Scotland was our focus 

this week, with us learning about some of the different landmarks and 

some key facts. We then enjoyed applying this knowledge when 

creating models are drawing pictures of key Scottish landmarks, too. 

We were intrigued to discover just how close Scotland is to where we 

live and enjoyed sharing our own experiences of visits into Scotland. 

 

In our art and expressive arts and design learning we continued our focus 

on portraits and the work of Andy Warhol. Using pictures of ourselves, we 

used laptops to alter the colour settings in the style of Andy Warhol. It was 

great to experiment with colour and the finished artwork looked amazing!  
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week during our spellings lessons we have been learning 

our new spellings. In Year 1, we learnt; I, do, a, was and are. 

We had to use our fine motor skills to manipulate the playdough 

and make the letters to create the 

spellings using the playdough. 

The Year 2 spellings were; old, 

cold, gold, hold, told and father. 

We noticed that most of the 

words had the letters; o, l and d 

in them with the ‘o’ sound.  

During our phonics sessions, we 

have learnt the sounds; oi/oy, 

ur/ir and ow/ou. We were great 

at reading the words with speed and we came up with some 

excellent sentences using the picture cards.  

 

In our DT lesson this week, we have 

been building our support arch for 

our Roman catapults. First, we had a 

go at collaborating together to lay out 

the pieces of wood in the correct order 

to make the supporting arch and then 

an adult used the glue gun to glue the 

pieces together. We stretched our 

noticing and reasoning skills to work 

out where the support pieces of wood went in order to strengthen and 

support our catapult.  

  

During our literacy lessons this week, we have been studying our model text; The Owl who was 

Afraid of the Dark. After discussing the order of the story, we had to highlight the parts of the 

story that showed us 

about where the story 

was set, the 

characterisation features 

and the parts where we 

could spot dialogue.  After 

that, we discussed the 

story telling language and 
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phrases within the text (once upon a time, first, then, as the sun 

began to set etc). We had a go at ordering these words and phrases 

and then checked if we had similar or different answers to our 

partner, discussing the correct order for the words. Next, we thought 

about our own sentences using the story language and we linked 

these to our class text 

so that each sentence 

was about The Owl 

who was Afraid of the 

Dark.  

   

This week in our PSHE learning we have been 

learning about ‘risks’ and we discussed the 

difference between a bad risk and a good risk. 

For example, a good risk may be climbing up a 

mountain to challenge yourself but a bad risk 

would be running near a road. We collaborated in 

groups to discuss each scenario card and we spoke 

about what the risk was and what we would do if 

we were in the same situation ourselves. Together we 

came up with really sensible answers for what we 

would do in each scenario to keep ourselves and 

others safe.  

   

In our maths learning this week, we have been 

focusing on problem solving for our unit ‘Place Value’ 

and we had a variety of different problems to solve some of which were multi step word 

problems. Year three children have been working with numbers up to and beyond 1000 whereas 

year two children have been working with number 

up to 100 in their work. We stretched our reading 

skills by carefully reading out each word problem 

and then thinking about the steps to solving it to 

get the correct answer. We then moved onto 

learning to count in threes which some of us 

found super tricky but, after lots of practice, hard 

work and determination we were more confident 

with this after the lessons.  
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Class 2 News (Miss Hutton) 

This week, in our science learning, Orla needed our 

help...again! After hearing all about shadows and how they 

are formed last week, she wanted to know a little bit more 

about how they are created as she was a little bit confused. 

Once again, Orla left us a special message in our science books 

and we had to help her learn 

how shadows are created- she 

was very grateful and we all 

enjoyed showing Orla our diagrams and explaining how they are 

created.  

 

As well as helping Orla, this 

week, we completed our scientific 

investigation to prove (or disprove) our predictions about the 

length of shadows, based on the distance they are from the 

light source. This week, we stretched our skills as scientists by 

learning about how we can make 

sure that our results are as reliable 

as they can be. This included only 

changing one thing (the distance 

from the light source) and repeating our investigation three 

times...just in case there were any errors like in our data analysis 

last week. We really had remembered a lot of information and knew 

exactly what we needed to do. By the end of the lesson, we had 

applied our maths skills (to read measurements) and stretched our 

reasoning learning muscle to prove whether or not our predictions 

were correct.  

 

In our guided reading this week, we have 

been working hard 

to stretch our 

retrieval and 

inference skills 

over the course of 

the week. Using 

extracts from our 

class text, we 

stretched our 

noticing learning 
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muscle find out and record what Plop did when he met the boy scouts before stretching our 

imagining learning muscle to think about how Plop might be feeling. It has been brilliant to see 

just how much progress we have all made in our reading 

skills since the start of term and how excited we are to find 

out a little bit more about Plop and his fear of the dark 

each day.  

 

In our French learning this week, we have continued to 

practise greeting someone as well as learn how to ask and 

answer the question, ‘how are you?’. We really enjoyed 

having a go at practising our new vocabulary!  

 

 

In our music learning this week, we have started learning how to play the 

djembes- with an impromptu performance in celebration assembly too! This 

week, we discovered how we should hold the instrument as well as how we 

can use our hands in different ways to make different sounds. We practiced 

counting and playing each beat of the bar before using fruit to experiment 

with different patterns. For example, ‘plum’ 

meant we would play one beat, ‘apple’ meant 

we would need to play two half beats and 

‘watermelon’ meant we had to play 4 quarter 

notes! It was sounding great!  

 

Finally, in our RE learning this 

week, we have been thinking 

carefully about where we belong. To help us identify all of the 

different places and groups that we can belong to, Miss Hutton 

and Miss Storrow shared some photos with us of them when they 

were younger and the groups that they are/were part of. We talked 

about how we know that we belong 

somewhere (or to a group) and what 

this means to us, before identifying all 

of the groups that we are part of. We 

extended this learning to thinking 

about how people can be part of a 

religious group and the sense of 

belonging that this brings. It was very 

exciting to work out all of the different 

ways that we can ‘belong’. 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

It’s been another busy week in Class 3! In maths we’ve been whizzing 

through our units and we’ve all completed our end of unit assessments on 

place value. These showed that we have a really solid understanding of 

number and the value of each digit. Now we’re moving on to more complex 

calculations with Years 4 and 5 working on addition and subtraction and 

Year 6 working on all four operations: addition, subtraction, multiplication 

and division. 

 

This week in literacy we’ve been working on out Hot Writes. This is where we 

bring together everything we’ve learned over the past few weeks and apply it 

in an independent piece of writing. Based on our class text, October, 

October, we’ve planned, written, edited and redrafted a defeating the monster 

story focusing on developing believable and imaginative settings. We 

particularly enjoyed the editing and redrafting stage where we got to assess 

our own and others’ writing to identify whether or not it was doing what we 

wanted it to. We asked ourselves whether the settings were believable and if 

we could really imagine them from what we’d written. We then 

used our feedback and the settings toolkit to make improvements 

and WOW, how our work improved!   

 

We’ve continued learning about the Earth in space this week with 

an afternoon exploring the moon and its movement in relation to 

the Earth. We learned about the moon’s orbit around the Earth 

and drew models to show our understanding, before learning all 

about the moon’s phases and why its shape appears to 

change through its cycle. There was a lot of vocabulary 

to learn! Keep an eye out on the skies over the coming 

days and weeks and see if you can spot which phase the 

moon is on! This week also saw us complete our first 

POP (proof of progress) task, in which we had to explain 

how the rotation of the earth causes night and day. 
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This week in history saw us tie off our learning about four ancient civilisations: 

The Indus Valley, Ancient Sumer, Ancient Egypt and The Shang Dynasty.  We 

looked back over what we had learned so far and discussed the similarities 

between each civilisation. Next, we started our in-depth look 

at Ancient Egypt. Our learning this week focused on where 

the civilisation was located and when it occurred. We used 

atlases to locate Egypt and the River Nile and put the main 

events of the time period into chronological order. There were some 

interesting, surprising and intriguing events that stretched our questioning 

muscles. We can’t wait to learn more! 

 

In our other subjects, we’ve continued our PSHE learning this 

week with some learning and discussion around the nutrients 

we need to stay healthy - what they are, what foods they 

come from and what they’re used for in 

the body. In computing, we’ve continued 

our learning about the internet with a 

detailed look at websites, their features 

and how content can be added to them. 

Finally, in music we’ve practised our Cs, 

Ds and Es by playing and perfecting all 

the songs we’ve learned so far.   

We’ve all been reading so much over the past few weeks. We’ve been eager 

to share our recommendations with each other and a record number of us have chosen to take a 

reading for pleasure treasure book home with us to enjoy. 

These books may be a bit more challenging than our usual 

reading books but they are all brilliant stories. We hope 

parents will enjoy sharing these stories with us as much as 

we enjoy reading/listening to them! Talking of which, we’re 

well into our class book now and deep into the dilemma. 

We’re hooked and hoping October starts to find a resolution 

soon.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

What another busy start to the week in Class 3! At the beginning of the 

week, in Year 5 and 6, we continued to learn new spelling patterns 

and rules that we have been trying to practise and apply in our 

writing over the course of the week. In Year 5, we have been learning 

more about silent letters (h, t and b this week) and, in Year 6, we have 

been learning the spelling pattern –tious. We began this spelling lesson 

by defining lots of new vocabulary and then working out what the 

pattern is. It has been great to see just how enthusiastic everyone is 

about their spellings in Year 5 and Year 6 and how many of us are 

practising our spellings regularly at home! 

 

In our VIPERS guided reading this week, we have been exploring the techniques that are used by 

the author to show the passing of time. This links directly to our learning in our literacy lessons 

where we have been focussing on ‘showing’ (not ‘telling’) the reader what is happening in our 

narratives. At the start of the week, we completed the planning stage of writing our ‘hot writes’ 

before using all of our newly-acquired or recently-practised skills. In our 

hot writes, we have been working hard to describe and develop the 

settings in our stories, making sure that we use fronted adverbial 

phrases and figurative language to describe where the story is taking 

place. By Wednesday, we were ready to 

edit our narratives and make them the best 

that they could be! 

 

Having completed our learning all about 

Harvest, we moved on to learning about 

leaders and followers in our RE lesson this 

week. Having identified what a leader 

does and what they might be responsible for, we thought carefully 

about how a leader may influence others or be influential in what 

they do. Making links to our own lives and 

experiences, we reflected on who we are 

influenced by and why, before sharing these 

with the rest of the class. We identified lots of examples of leaders, before 

making links to religious leaders and how followers of a religion might be 

influenced by the values, actions and morals that those leaders hold.  
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Strive for Five 

Having set a new record in Strive for Five last week, this week, we had an incredible number of 

children achieving their target of reading at least five times each week at home. We also had lots 

of children increasing the number of times that they read at home throughout the week and a 

phenomenal number of quizzes completed on Accelerated Reader! In Class 1, we are working hard 

to segment and blend using our phonics and so many of us are starting to blend the sounds 

together to read new words, which is very exciting!  

 

School Tea Towels and Bags 

Our fantastic school tea towels and bags are available to 

purchase in school.  We are so pleased with our lovely 

designs.  If you would like to order one, please drop a 

message on the Scholarpack app.   

Tea towels £3.50  Bags £5.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


