
 

  Week beginning 2
nd

 and 9
th

 September 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week:  w/c 9
th

 September: Callum, Lydia and Adam 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 13     Helvellyn 9   Blencathra 7  

 

 

Class 1 News: Nursery and Reception  

 

In Class 1, we have had an amazing 

start to our new school year. We have 

spent some time exploring our 

classroom and learning our new 

routines. To support Class 1 with 

settling back in to school, we were set some challenges to complete. 

These challenges included completing jigsaws, cutting and building a 

face and threading bobbins to name just 

a few activities! We have also enjoyed 

tea parties in our home corner and 

caring for the babies.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

In maths in Reception, we have been looking at matching physical objects. We had to match 

objects from the feely bag to the objects on display using our sense, touch. We talked about the 

object feeling hard, soft, small or round and we used lots of different questioning to carefully 

match the different objects. When we were sure we knew which object it matched, we pulled it 

out the bag to see if we were correct. We also enjoyed a game of Autumn snap, where we had to 

shout ‘snap’ when our cards matched. To further stretch our learning, we built towers in our 

continuous provision that were the same. In Nursery, we have been learning about more than, 

fewer than and the same. We used raisins to act out and talk about what had happened, using 

our mathematical vocabulary to help us explain that one bowl had fewer and one had more. We 

also went on a maths treasure hunt and compared different collections of objects in our 

classroom. 
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In Class 1 phonics, we have been listening to different 

environmental sounds such as weather, transport and 

animals. We also pretended to [play at the zoo and had to 

work out which zoo animal was hiding in the box by 

listening to the animal sound. We looked at the different parts 

of our face and how they moved when we made different 

sounds with our mouth, too. 

 

During our literacy learning, we have been learning the 

song ‘Autumn Leaves’. As a class, we really enjoyed 

putting actions to the poem and this helped us to 

remember the words as well as giving us all a chance 

to be very creative. We have also started our looking at 

our fictional class text of ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’. 

Together, we have created a story map with actions to 

help us tell the tale of The Three Billy Goats Gruff- our 

favourite part is when the Big Billy Goat tips the Evil 

Troll of the bridge.  

 

Afternoons in Early Years and Key Stage 1 

 

In our geography learning, this week we started to explore 

features and how they can be grouped. We then focused on 

human features in Hallbankgate, completing a fieldwork study 

around the village to explore the different human features 

within it. We found lots of houses, a shop, a school and many 

more. We learnt that Hallbankgate is a settlement because it is a 

place where people live and work. 

 

In our science 

learning, we started our learning about 

everyday materials. We began by sorting 

different objects in to the materials that they 

were made from- there were lots of different 

materials to group! We then made observations 

in our classroom and recorded the different 

items that we found of each material by 

sketching them next to the material name. We 

then became science detectives and had to feel 
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inside the bags and think about which material it could be. 

 

In computing, we have been learning that technology is 

something that is manmade and helps us. We searched the 

classroom for different pieces of technology and labelled them 

with sticky notes.  

We made sure that we asked the 

questions: 

Is it manmade? 

How does it help us? 
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Class 2 News: Years 1, 2 and 3 

 

Wow! What a brilliant start we’ve had to our learning in Years 1, 2 and 3! Despite only being 

back in school for 8 school days, we’ve already managed to fit so much learning into our 

mornings and we’re back into the swing of things already. 

 

In our maths learning, we have been consolidating and stretching our 

knowledge and understanding of number and the number system. In 

Year 1, we have been reading, writing and representing numerals 

within ten and have worked hard to count forwards and backwards 

and count on from any given number. We’ve 

also been exploring how we can add one 

more to any number, using number tracks, 

number lines, tens frames and counters to 

help us. In Year 2, we have been learning 

how to partition 2digit numbers using Base 

Ten and pictorial representations. We’ve also 

been completing our new maths ‘flashback’ 

activities to help us remember more of our maths learning over time by 

recapping different themes, little and often. In 

Year 3, we have been working incredibly hard to learn how to read, 

write, represent and flexibly partition numbers within 1000! We have 

enjoyed using Base Ten materials to represent and manipulate different 

numbers and we’ve really been stretching our reasoning learning 

muscle to prove our answers and ideas. We too have been completing 

our maths ‘flashbacks’ and have enjoyed being able to show off all of 

our maths knowledge and understanding. We’ve enjoyed our maths 

learning so much that we haven’t wanted our morning break on some 

occasions, too! 

 

In our phonics and spelling learning, we 

have been recapping our phonics sounds and tricky words over the 

last two weeks, as well as beginning to move on to our new units of 

learning. In Year 1, we have been learning how to blend adjacent 

consonants; in Year 2 we have been recapping our knowledge of 

tricky words and alternative graphemes; and, in Year 3, we have 

started to learn new spelling rules and patterns with our brand-new 

Supersonic Spelling Stars activities. This week, we learnt that some 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

words can sound like they have an ‘i’ in them, when it is actually a ‘y’! 

We’ve enjoyed learning new words and their definitions and have 

practised this new spelling rule over the course of the week.  

 

In literacy, not only have we been working hard to learn the poem, ‘If I 

were a hawk’ by Clare Bevan, but we have been taking on the role of 

‘Non-fiction Fact Finders’! Using non-chronological reports about 

different types of toys, we have been carefully reading and selecting 

pieces of information that we will use when we write our own non-

chronological reports next week. We’ve made an excellent start on 

learning about all of the different features 

that we must include and have identified the features that the writer 

has used to make it interesting and exciting for the reader. We had 

remembered so many features from our 

learning last year, included subordinating 

conjunctions, fronted adverbial phrases and 

alliteration! We can’t wait to write our 

reports next week.  
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Class 3 News: Years 4, 5 and 6 

 

What a lovely time we’ve had settling back in. It has been wonderful to welcome back the new 

Year 5 and 6 and get to know the new Year 4s. We’ve all settled in really nicely and are already 

getting on with lots of learning. 

 

In maths we’ve all been working on our knowledge of place 

value. We’ve been working on recognising, reading and writing 

numbers, as well as pulling them apart and recognising the 

value of each numeral. In Year 4 we’ve been working on 

thousands and tens of thousands. In Year 5, we’ve been working 

up to one million and in Year 6 we’ve been working up to ten 

million! In Year 5 and 6 we’ve also learn/recapped powers of 10.  

 

We’ve started our VIPERS (reading comprehension) this week with a text all about magnets to 

support our upcoming science learning. We’ve had to find and retrieve facts about magnets, draw 

and label a magnet from information given in the text and use 

inference to work out which functions would need the strongest 

magnet.  

 

In our literacy lessons, we’ve been working on the poem ‘The Spider 

and The Fly’ by Mary Howitt. We’ve enjoyed developing our reading 

fluency over the week, focussing on a stanza at a time to look at 

what the words mean, what the characters 

are doing and why and explore the use of figurative language. On 

Thursday and Friday, we really enjoyed starting to explore our own use 

of figurative language; we had lots of fun describing our partner’s eyes!  

 

We’ve all taken our Star Reader assessment and have reading books 

correctly matched to where we are on our reading journey - many of us 

have already completed quizzes! Our reading journals are underway 

and we’ve been learning how we can use them to explore and record our 

reading. More information about reading will have come home in a 

booklet today. We’ve also all got a maths passport now to work on, we’ve been doing lots of 

practise in school and we’re excited to sign off some of our targets soon! 
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Afternoons in Key Stage 2  

 

Wow, what a lot of learning we’ve done already in our afternoons! 

We’ve had an introduction to all our new topics and have already 

learned new words and concepts. In 

history we’re learning about Prehistoric 

Britain and the changes that happened 

from The Stone Age to the Iron Age. We’ve 

examined artefacts, had a go at placing 

them in chronological order using historical 

reasoning and we’ve started learning about 

our earliest human history in the 

Palaeolithic era. Ask us about it!!  

 

In science, we’ve started our learning on forces. On Wednesday, we 

explored contact forces and the effect these can have on the 

movement of a ball. We had to ask and consider questions to decide 

which scenarios required a greater force as well as applying our 

new vocabulary. We also had a brilliant scientific debate about 

whether or not round objects can roll by themselves.  

 

In geography, we’ve started learning about 

the temperate deciduous forest biome. For Year 3 and 4, this was our 

first trip into the world of biomes with lots of new learning. We learned 

what climate is and how to use a climate zone map to work out what 

the climate might be in certain places. We then located where in the 

world temperate forest is located and had a go at using the climate map 

to predict what the climate might be like.  

 

We’ve started our art topic on cityscapes, too. We learnt about cityscape art stretching from 

ancient times until the present day and how artists can create artworks based on cityscapes in 

different ways. We talked about different paintings using our 

artist’s vocabulary to discuss the style, tones, colour palette, 

line, techniques and our own responses to the artworks. We 

finished off our learning by comparing two modern cityscapes 

- one painted in a photorealistic style from the perspective of 

a person standing on a street and the other using a more 

abstract pointillistic technique to depict a city from above.  
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We’ve been doing a bit of work on our learning habits and what helps 

us learn over the last couple of weeks, too. We’ve been practising our 

oracy skills for using talk and discussion to extend and develop our 

learning and we’ve been thinking about having a growth mindset. We all 

watched a lesson called Austin’s Butterfly. 

This showed us the impact of improving 

our work by using feedback and making 

drafts. We then had a go at the activity ourselves and were 

astounded by the butterflies we were able to draw in the end. Our 

magic words this term are: ‘not yet’ - if things are difficult it just 

means not yet!   

 

Finally, in our PSHE lesson with Miss Hutton, we began the new 

term by exploring what the letters in PSHE stand for, as well as reminding ourselves about the 

different aspects of British Values and what these might include. We were incredibly excited to 

learn that we have a number of visitors booked to come into school this term to bring our PSHE 

learning to life, including a visit from MR Julie Minns in November (during National Parliament 

Week) and a representative from Carlisle Crown Court who will help us learn about Rule of Law. 

During this visit, we’ll take part in a mock trial, where everyone will need to apply their 

knowledge of online safety to work out whether or not a crime had been committed. We are very 

excited! 
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School Learning Council and Sports and Wellbeing Elections 

Last week, we all took part in two very special votes: one vote to decide 

who should be our School Learning Council representatives and another to 

decide who should be our Sports and Wellbeing 

Council representatives! We thought carefully about 

the children in our school that would have the skills 

and enthusiasm for each role and we announced the 

results in Celebration Assembly. Our new school 

councillors already have lots of ideas of what they 

would like to work on. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hallbankgate Flower Show 

 

We’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone involved in the 

village Flower Show and we hope that you managed to visit to 

see our wonderful pieces of illustrated writing. We were very 

excited to be able to share these pieces with the community 

and we were able to share and celebrate everyone’s 

achievements in Celebration Assembly.  

 

 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 

 

We are delighted to be able to offer lots of exciting extra-curricular clubs 

in school this term and the enthusiasm and excitement has rippled 

throughout our school. In singing club, we have been learning a song 

about belonging (which built on the key message 

in our special Picture News assembly last Friday) 

and we have been learning a harvest poem in 

Poetry Club. Our After School Clubs have also 

been very popular, with us enjoying hockey, 

football and computer coding in our new STEM 

club. We have spaces in all clubs if anyone else 

would like to join in the fun.  
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