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th
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Learners of the Week: Grace, Emily, Willow and Will 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  124    Helvellyn  126    Blencathra  108 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning in Nursery and Reception this 

week we have been learning about 0. We discussed 

the value of 0 and also looked at the numeral 

representing 0 and enjoyed singing songs and playing 

skittles to explore the concept of 0 further. We have 

also been comparing numbers between 0 and 5, using 

the language of more than, fewer than or equal to. We had a brilliant time 

applying our understanding during a game of dominoes, it was a great 

way to develop our noticing skills too! 

 

 

 

 

In our 

phonics learning in 

Reception this week we 

have been embedding our 

knowledge of letters and 

sounds through a range of 

different activities. We used our fine motor 

skills to practise forming different letters and also implemented our segmenting and blending 

skills during guided reading. In phonics in Nursery we have been playing Kim’s game using 

objects beginning with t. We have also been playing describe and find it 

using the farmyard and have also enjoyed singing action songs. 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning this week we have been 

learning about Buddhist temples. We looked at images of different Buddhist 

temples around the world, recognising that there are many differences 
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between the temples but that most were very colourful. We also learnt that 

every Buddhist temple needs to have a Buddha and that there are certain 

requirements to enter a temple such as removing your shoes and covering 

your arms and legs. We had a go at following some of the requirements, 

using our 

imagining 

skills. 

 

In our science 

and understanding the world 

learning this week we enjoyed 

checking on the progress of the 

seeds we planted last week. We were delighted to discover 

that we already have visible roots and stems and could even spot some tiny leaves beginning to 

develop! We also focused on learning about the different parts of a plant and their features this 

week. We looked at diagrams of plants, identifying each of the different parts and why they 

were important in helping the plants to 

function. We also used our new plant 

display on the wall to help us. 

Nursery and Reception have been 

working hard with Mrs Beesley to 

create each of the parts of the flower 

in their morning mark making activities 

and it looks fantastic! After learning 

about each of the different parts of the 

plants we then created our own 

labelled plant diagrams. 

 

In our PE and physical development learning this week we have continued to develop our 

gymnastics skills. We have been utilising all of the skills we have been developing within floor 

routines, adding in forward rolls, teddy bear rolls, broad jumps and a variety of balances. The 

routines looked fantastic! 

In our art and expressive arts and design learning we have continued to develop our knowledge 

of artistic landscapes, this week focusing on the work of artist John Constable. We looked at 

some of Constable's most famous works and discussed what we 

could see and some of the artistic techniques Constable used 

when creating his landscapes. We then each chose a painting to 

imitate ourselves, using pencils to sketch outlines, ready to paint 

in our art learning next time. 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

In our history and understanding the world learning we have enjoyed learning about different 

modes of transport and how they have changed throughout history. This week we focused on 

the development of boats and aeroplanes over time. We 

also shared our favourite modes of transport using our 

reasoning skills to justify our choices. 

In our PSHE and PSED learning we focused on what makes 

us unique and special. We identified some of the 

differences between us, including physical differences (hair 

colour, eye colour, skin 

colour and height) but 

also personal differences 

such as personality, interests and experiences. We then enjoyed 

creating our own what makes us special pictures. In the centre 

we formed our name and then around drew pictures linked to 

things which make us, us! It was wonderful to see the diversity 

in the drawings created. 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In PE this week we have been practicing the 

routine for the Key Steps Gymnastics 

competition. We learnt various components 

before putting the routine together. We had 

to stretch our persevering muscles and 

concentrate on each part of the routine whilst considering the next part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In French this week we stretched our imitating muscles as we 

practiced asking ‘how old are you?’ and how to respond. We 

collaborated well with each other in order to do this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In science this week we investigated what our bodies need in order to stay healthy.  We used 

heart rate monitors to track our heart rate while we were inactive and then again following 

activity.  Unfortunately, the technology wasn’t entirely accurate so we are going to try this again 

next week using a more traditional method of finding and counting our pulse.  

The children were excellent in their knowledge of things that we should all try 

to do in order to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week during our DT lesson we have been baking our 

Cumbrian deserts; flapjack and chocolate chip shortbread. First, 

we read the recipes and split into two groups. We collaborated 

to read out each step and carefully weigh out the ingredients 

taking care to follow the instructions.  We had to use our 

noticing skills to ensure that we 

did not go over the correct 

amount when using the scales. 

After we mixed all of the 

ingredients together, we 

squashed the flapjack down into 

the tin and put it in the oven to 

bake. It was ready when it went 

golden brown around the edges. 

For the shortbread we had to roll 

it into balls and wrap it up 

using clingfilm and then chill it 

for 30 minutes before rolling it 

out and cutting into shapes to 

bake in the oven. After each 

desert had baked we cooled them 

down and then cut into pieces to 

taste them. We each completed 

an evaluation sheet and discussed how we thought it went and 

what we could improve next time.  

   

This week in our phonics learning, we have been looking at the 

‘ou’ sounds and we recognised that they look the same but 

sound different. For example; out, boulder and soup all have 

the same spelling of ‘ou’ in them but they sound very different.  

We had to persevere because we had to 

decide which column the words went 

into and when we were not sure we 

said them out loud to help us to decide.  
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In our history learning this week, we have been studying 

real newspaper reports and picking out the features. We are 

building up to writing our very own newspaper report from 

1666 and the Great Fire of London but we needed to see what 

newspapers were like 

first. We noticed that 

the writing was 

written in columns 

going down the page. There were captions to describe the 

photos (usually underneath the photo) and we found some 

tables of information in the newspapers too. The names of 

the newspapers were bold and eye catching and the 

headlines were in bold lettering. We really enjoyed 

studying the real newspapers and we now have an idea 

of what a newspaper report should look like. Next week we will start to plan our very own 

report and we cannot wait to share these with you once we have completed them. 

 

Class 3 News   

 

We’ve been doing lots of writing this week! In our literacy learning we’ve been bringing 

together everything we’ve worked on so far this half term to write an opening and build 

up to a story that builds an amazing image of the setting in our readers’ minds. We’ve 

been using checklists and generating success criteria to edit our writing to make 

improvements before celebrating everything we’ve achieved and all the progress we’ve 

made by writing them out in our best handwriting using special handwriting pens.   

  

In maths, in Year 4 we have been working on calculating the perimeter of a shape. We 

learned that the perimeter is the distance around the edge of a closed 2D shape and 

worked out the most efficient methods for calculation. In Year 5, we have been working 

on division, using short division as a technique for dividing 4-digit numbers by 1-digit 

numbers. In Year 6, we have been working on ratio and its relationship with fractions. 

We were introduced to the language of ratio, the symbol and how this can relate to 

fractions. It was fascinating spotting the links and once we’d cracked it there was 

excellent celebrations when we realised we had got all our calculations correct!   

  

Across our foundation subjects we’ve learned some more about earthquakes, how they 

occur, how they are measured and the impact they can have and history we completed 

our biographies of Boudicca.  

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 


