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Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  90     Helvellyn  95    Blencathra  86  

 

 

Class 1 News: 

 

We had a great time completing a Design Technology project this week, 

linked to Earth and the Moon. We began by decorating our Earth and 

Moon pictures and had to think very carefully 

about the shape and size of the continents on 

Earth and the craters on the Moon. We then 

created some writing which can be revealed by 

lifting the flap under our Earth! Reception formed 

the word Earth and some pictures linked to 

animals or people on our amazing planet and Year 1 formed a sentence 

about the Earth. We then attached the moon using a pivot and created our 

lift the flap mechanism to reveal our writing. Finally, we cut a slot 

around our Earth which we can use to demonstrate how the Moon orbits 

the Earth. To finish our project, we added some brilliant glittery stars! 

They look amazing and were great fun to make! 

 

 

We have also been creating some brilliant troll character profiles linked to our Talk for Writing 

story, The Three Billy Goats Gruff. It was great to stretch our imagining skills to create our own 

troll characters as we had to carefully consider our troll's appearance and 

attributes. After creating our trolls, we then had 

great fun conducting a hot seating activity where 

we took on the role of our troll character and asked 

each other questions. It was fantastic taking on a 

new character role and really helped us develop 

our language and story-telling skills.  
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Class 2 News: 

 

During our maths lessons this week, we have been learning all about 

accurate measuring. As a group, we made predictions for the length 

and width of different objects and then used our noticing skills to 

ensure we were using the cm side of the ruler to test out our 

predictions. We then explored using metres; measuring using the 

metre stick. Mr Mitchinson kindly 

volunteered to be measured, too! In one of 

our lessons, we needed to stretch our 

reasoning skills to decide and prove whether 

or not we thought an object was more or less 

than 1 metre. We collaborated to make 

accurate predictions and then used our 

measuring skills to test each question out.  

 

As part of our maths lessons, we have been learning about placing 

numbers on a number line; working out the intervals between the numbers and what half 

way would be. We found this quite tricky but we were all resilient and did not give up! We 

used some software to change what the number line went up to, so we had a go at 

challenging ourselves and our maths knowledge, really pushing ourselves out of our comfort 

zones. We all really enjoy playing this learning activity!  

 

We are so proud that we have finished our Bronze Age 

Roundhouses and we would like to show you some of our 

finished results. Creating the thatched roof was quite a 

challenge, so we persevered and collaborated to come up with 

some different ways to solve this problem. We noticed that we 

could use the small sticks to recreate a thatched roof-like effect. 

After adding the finishing touches to our Roundhouses, we 

compared them to our Mesolithic huts from the Stone Age. We 

wrote down the similarities and differences, thinking about the 

different eras. As a class, we now feel 

really confident with comparing the 

Stone Age to the Bronze Age and this 

shows in the brilliant pieces of work 

that we have been creating in class 

together.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton): 

 

As part of our PSHE and RE learning, we have 

been building on learning about the sense of 

belonging and identity that people feel. Stretching 

our empathy and listening learning muscle, we 

thought carefully about how we could be active 

citizens, particularly in our global community. 

This also made links to our Here We Are learning project that we 

completed in September: during this project, we celebrated the differences 

in people around the world and explored how we could make the world 

a better place to live. Our lesson began with a letter from our teachers, 

asking us to solve the tricky problem of what to do about Christmas 

cards in this very unusual year. After listening to all of the information, 

facts and figures, we set about researching one of 5 countries. These 

included: The Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Guatemala, 

Malawi, Nepal and Uganda. During our challenge, we made links 

to our Geography learning, by identifying the continent, country 

and capital city of each location, as well as the physical and 

human features found in each country. We then presented this 

information to the rest of our class so that we could imagine what 

it might be like in these countries. We then voted on which country we would like to twin a tap 

with; voting for Uganda. We really hope to be able to raise £60 so that children just like us 

can have access to clean water.  

 

We have also been discussing whether or not it is right that people are treated unfairly or 

discriminated against, because of the groups or religions 

to which they belong. We collected ideas and thoughts 

about how people are different (whether this is because 

of their beliefs, interests or abilities) and how people 

feel a sense of belonging, sometimes linked to these 

characteristics. We then explored why people may not 

show empathy, tolerance or understanding of these 

characteristics and how that may make everyone feel. 

We used these ideas to write a discussion text, offering a range of viewpoints on whether or 

not the world would be a better place if everyone believed the same thing. We used 

generalisaions (such as ‘many people...’ or ‘it is a common opinion that...’) to suggest what 

people may believe, as well as examples for and against believing that the world would be a 

better place, if everyone beloved the same thing. Some of our discussion texts were very emotive 

and included excellent ideas from a number of perspectives.  
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In Year 5 and 6, we have been learning all about how our bodies and 

emotions change as we grow up. We used illustrations to identify the 

changes for males and females and we have been really stretching our 

scientific knowledge of the human body; learning the scientific names 

for body parts and learning how they change. We thought carefully 

about how our emotions can also change and how we can 

talk to our trusted adults at home and school about our 

feelings. Thank you, Miss Simpson, for these lessons!  

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold): 

 

In Class 3 history this week, we have been investigating the development 

of mummification in Ancient Egypt. Using photos of artefacts and 

information from The British Museum, we discovered how and why the 

Ancient Egyptians began mummifying their dead. Due to records made by the 

Ancient Greek historian Herodotus, the ancient art of 

preserving bodies is well documented so we were able to 

explore all the (sometimes gruesome) stages of the 

mummification process from a first-hand account! We then 

worked really hard to use all that we learned to write an 

explanation all about it! 

 

In Science this week, we have been helping out one of 

history’s great scientists Galileo. He sent us a letter from the 

17th century asking for our help in proving some of his theories. It 

turned out he was having a spot of bother with the Roman Inquisition as he had worked out 

that Coperincus’ theory that our solar system is actually heliocentric was indeed correct and he 

had done a lot of measurements to prove it. The Roman church at the time 

had great power and they still believed Ptolemy’s 

geocentric view of the universe, which was very 

important to their religious views. Galileo wanted 

our help to find ways in which we could prove his 

theory to be correct. First, we looked carefully at the 

words heliocentric and geocentric and identified the 

root words and what they might mean. We worked out that geocentric meant “centred on Earth” 

and heliocentric meant “centred on sun”. We really enjoyed discussing, reasoning and 

questioning to come up with evidence for Galileo. This raised an interesting debate in the 

class... which is more important in science: big ideas or evidence and proof? We had a lot of 

ideas about this, but in the end, we decided you probably need both!  
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Collective Worship  

 

Our Picture News assembly allowed us to think carefully about 

Democracy, which is one of our British Values. We read different 

viewpoints from different children to try and decide what our 

opinion would be, on whether or not a large road network and 

tunnel should be built near Stonehenge. We found out that even 

though people have different viewpoints, we should still be clam, 

kind and show respect- despite our differing viewpoints.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our collective worships this week, we have been learning all about Advent and what it 

means to Christian’s all around the world. We listened to information about how this time is 

special for Christian’s and how children around the United Kingdom are showing kindness 

and empathy towards others- whether this is through the creation of a reverse advent 

calendar or, like us, schools are donating to charities. We also learned about the symbolism 

of a Christingle and how it reminds Christians of the meaning of Christmas. We also made 

links to the candle and the Christian belief that Jesus was the light of the world. We made 

links to the story of Rama and Sita, as well as our Advent of kindness and how we can be 

lights in our own lives.  
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On Wednesday, it was the UN’s International Day for the Abolition 

of Slavery 2020, To help us learn about this period in history, we 

shared a story about the sugar plantations in the Caribbean and 

how people were forced to work (for free), having been taken from 

their homes in Africa. In our story, teddy bears were used to 

represent people and we tried really hard to imagine what life may 

have been like- whether this was below deck on the ship or in the heat of the plantations. We 

then made links to our previous assemblies (where we learned that we have a 

voice for change), by learning about William Wilberforce: a British Politian 

who fought to abolish slavery from 1789. We reflected on how we can be kind 

to other people and how we can make a stand for 

something we believe in, as we have a voice for 

change.  

 

 

 

 

Finally, this week has been Assessment Week. Everyone should be 

extremely proud of their resilience and determination, this term- well 

done! 
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