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th
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Learners of the Week: Amos, Charlotte and Arthur 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  79    Helvellyn  99  Blencathra  76 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have 

been developing our understanding of circles 

and triangles and their different properties. 

We learnt about some of the similarities and 

differences between the shapes and also 

made different pictures using them. We were interested to 

discover the many different variations of triangles, too! We 

have also started to focus on the number 5, linking our 

knowledge to the number song 5 little peas in a pea pod 

pressed.  

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this 

week, we have been exploring the letters h, b, f and l and have been reinforcing 

our knowledge of previous letters and sounds too. We have also been practising 

our segmenting and blending skills, using a bowl and sticks to drum out the 

different sounds in words using our segmenting skills. We have also been 

matching CVC words and pictures together. In our phonics in Nursery, we have 

been making silly soup using different objects. We have also 

enjoyed playing pairs games and saying different rhymes.   

 

In our Talk for Writing learning this 

week, we have started our new 

focus text, The Gruffalo. We enjoyed 

learning about the story and 

generating our own actions for our 

oral storytelling. It has been brilliant diving deeper into a story that we 

all love so much and are looking forward to learning about it and then 

making our own changes in the innovation and invention stages.  
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the word learning this week, we focused on the festival of 

Hanukkah, which is celebrated within the religion of Judaism. We learnt about what the festival 

symbolises and some of the different ways in which people celebrate. We made some brilliant 

links to other festivals and were really intrigued by the game of dreidel and 

the menorah and the lighting of the eight candles. 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning this week, we continued 

our learning about the human body. This week, we focused on teeth, learning 

about the purpose of our teeth and the importance of good oral hygiene. We 

also had a brilliant time exploring a model of a human mouth and all of the 

different teeth in the mouth. When discussing oral hygiene, 

we had some great ideas about how to keep our mouths 

and teeth healthy, including focusing on our diet and 

brushing our teeth regularly. We cannot wait to try some 

of these ideas at home so are teeth stay healthy! 

 

In our PSHE learning we built on our science learning 

about health and keeping clean by learning about other 

ways to keep our bodies healthy. We made some brilliant 

links to our learning about teeth earlier in the week and also had fun exploring germs. We 

explored the spreading of germs on our hands using glitter which was great fun and a brilliant 

visible way to see how easily germs spread from one hand to another. We identified different 

reasons we would need to wash our hands and also practised effective hand washing to ensure 

our hands have been thoroughly washed.  

 

Year 1 spellings: 
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Class 2 News (Mrs 

Whitfield) 

 

This week in our geography 

learning, we have been 

continuing our study of the 

continent Europe. We have 

been focusing on the main 

rivers of Europe. In pairs, we had to plot the main rivers of Europe onto the map. This task 

required us to stretch our noticing muscles and we had to carefully be sure to place each river in 

the correct place on the map. It was fun to see the different countries the rivers ran through. We 

made links to our previous learning about the many different countries of Europe.  

 

We have been busy in maths this week and, as part of our learning, we have been looking at 

subtraction on a number line, making connections between ones, tens and hundreds and subtract 

a 1-digit number from a 2-digit number (across a 10). In Year 2, we have been working really 

hard to subtract across a 10. For this, 

we had to rename a 10 for 10 ones so 

that we could complete the subtraction 

using the 

Base Ten.  

 

In Class 

2, we have started our Kidsafe unit of work and this week we 

talked about the ways we keep ourselves safe, the meaning of 

trust and we discussed ways in which we could become more 

aware of our feelings so that if we were ever worried or scared, 

we would have the vocabulary to voice these feelings. We learnt that a worry or scared feeling 

can be called a ‘yukky’ feeling.  

 

This week in our art and design lesson, we have been studying ancient Roman sculptures and 

making links to our history learning over the last half term. We looked at various different 

Roman sculptures some of which were Roman Emperors which we had learnt about before. We 

picked out the features of the 

sculptures and thought about 

how they were made and what 

materials they were made out 

of. Next, we compared these 

ancient sculptures to more 

modern-day sculptures.  
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Class 2 News (Miss Hutton)  

Welcome back! What a busy start to our new half term in Class 2 this week!  

 

In our science learning, we have started our 

brand-new unit: uses of everyday materials. In 

our very first lesson, we all enjoyed playing little 

rounds of ‘I went the shop and I bought...’ to 

identify different objects that were made of 

wood, plastic and metal. Following this, we 

recapped and built on our learning from before 

half term to define and create a diagram of the 

words transparent, translucent and opaque 

before going on a materials hunt around the school 

building. Stretching our reasoning learning 

muscle, we had to work out whether certain 

statements were always true, sometimes true 

or never true, before finding examples to 

prove or disprove each one. For example, one 

of the statements that we had was: ‘Windows 

are transparent’. We found out that this is 

sometimes true as windows in bathrooms are 

translucent, which means you can see through them but 

not clearly. At the end of our lesson, we recapped that 

materials are used for different purposes because of the 

different properties that they have. To further prove or 

disprove a statement, we then set about testing the strength 

of eggshells: we were very surprised that something we 

thought was very fragile was actually quite strong 

(depending on how the force was 

applied).  

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have started to learn our 

explanation text, all about cheetahs. Using vocabulary such as 

‘unfortunately’, ‘first’ and ‘then’, we found out about how cheetahs 

catch their prey in preparation for learning about how tigers catch their 

prey, which will come in very handy when we read our new class 

text, The Tiger Who Came to Tea. By the end of half term, we’ll be able 

to compare how that tiger ate its dinner, compared to how tigers 

actually catch their tea! It was excellent to see just how many elements 
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we had all remembered from before half term and it is quite exciting 

that we have filled a literacy book with lots of wonderful writing 

already! 

 

Finally, in RE, we have been learning about the parable of The Lost 

Sheep. Using a story, we learnt about what happened in this 

parable before thinking 

carefully about what it shows Christians. To stretch our 

making links learning muscle, we then used the moral 

from this story to think about our values, beliefs and 

sense of belonging in different groups and summarised 

that it is important to have our own beliefs and views, 

as long as we respect the views and beliefs of others. 

We also thought carefully about making kind choices 

and how we can be resilient in the face of difficulties.   
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

We’ve had a great start to our new half term this week. We’ve started 

VIPERS (reading comprehension) on our new class text ‘Varjak Paw’. So 

far, we’ve been looking at the words and phrases that tell us about the 

main character Varjak and have been making inferences about what 

sort of character he is and what his situation is.  

 

In literacy, we’ve started a unit on explanation writing, by analysing 

our model text. We’ve read through it as readers and as writers to work 

out the features of an explanation and the affect these have on the 

reader. As our explanations are going to be about ‘The Way of Jalal’ from Varjak Paw, we have 

also read through key chapters of Varjak Paw to retrieve and summarise the seven skills of ‘The 

Way’. This not only gave us a sneaky peek into the novel but allowed us to further stretch our 

reading skills to pull and understand the information we needed from the text. At the end of the 

week, we have started to practise some of the techniques used when writing explanations, 

including the use of causal signposts, generalisers and statements to vary the start of sentences 

and link ideas through a text.  

 

Maths this week has been busy. For a start, in Year 4, we have whizzing through our 

multiplication unit: by Wednesday we had successfully completed 8 lessons!!! This is down to 

how hard we have all be working at home on our maths passport targets and our extra practise 

in school. In Year 5, we’ve been finding factors and common facts of numbers. This has 

involved at lot of perseverance, especially when working with higher numbers which stretched 

our times tables knowledge. In Year 6 we have completed our humongous unit on addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division. It has been fun bringing our knowledge together and 

putting it into practise across different sets of problems. 

 

In our geography lessons this week, we have been looking at transport. We have analysed maps 

of Hallbankgate, Brampton, Carlisle and Newcastle to identify transport networks and the 

similarities and differences between the different places. Once we identified a type of network, 

we drew the map symbol in our tables and then thought about what this network is used for 

and the advantages and disadvantages it may have. Finally, we started looking at some 

national transport data from the UK to begin spotting 

trend and patterns in the ways people across the UK 

use transport.  
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Art this week was 

fantastic! We had a 

wonderful afternoon 

exploring mixed media 

techniques by trying out 

different art materials and 

experimenting with the 

effects they can produce 

and how they can be combined in different ways to create pattern, line, texture and tone. On 

our tables we had oil pastils, soft pastils, chalk, pencil crayons, wax crayons, watercolour 

paints and acrylic paints. It was fun getting messy and we all worked hard to 

try out creating as many effects as we could. Once we’d mastered this, we moved 

on to look again at the art of Lubaina Himid. We recalled how she told stories of 

people and places through her artworks and often used 

colour, texture and pattern to help tell these. We looked at her 

life sized cut out people she created for an exhibition and 

imitated her mixed media techniques to create our own 

miniature versions of her cut out people. We each chose a 

person who plays a special role in our own stories and thought carefully 

about the materials we use and the effect we want to create to tell that story. 

We think you’ll agree they turned out brilliantly!  

 

 

In French this week we have been discussing the weather. We’ve 

been asking each other what the weather is like and have been 

answering in our best French! See if we can remember by asking 

us at home: “Quel temp fait-il?”     
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

What a busy end to the week in Class 3! On Thursday, we continued to learn more about our 

new class text, Varjak Paw, and the powers that these cats have. Using extracts from the story, 

we stretched our distilling learning muscle to pull out the main features, ready to use in our 

writing next week. We also recapped and applied modal verbs and 

casual statements in our writing, too.  

 

We also spent some time finishing the final chapters of October 

October (our class text from last half term). We 

have absolutely LOVED reading this book and 

have been so inspired by the writing of its 

author, Katya Balen. We’d all recommend this 

book- it is brilliant! 

 

 

In our design and technology this week, we 

continued to work towards sawing all of the component parts needed to 

make our Canopic Chests. Using our Computer 

Aided Designs (CAD) from before the half term 

holiday, we continued to measure, saw and 

sand each piece of wood, before double-

checking that they were all the correct size! We 

then began to measure how wide each face 

would need to be, before working on creating 

authentic designs, inspired by the Ancient 

Egyptian chests that we have used as 

inspiration. Our DT skills are very impressive 

and we can’t wait to begin exploring different 

joining techniques over the next few weeks.  

 

  

 

As we are a KidSafe registered school, in our PSHE 

learning this week, we have been introduced to KS. 

KS has been helping us to talk about our feelings, particularly ‘yukky’ 

feelings that we might get if we are sad, scared or worried. We have also 

been learning about trust and who our trusted adults are in school and at 

home. We’ll be learning how to keep ourselves safe over the course of this 
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half term: we’ll send a weekly update home each week to let you know what we have been 

learning about.  

  

Finally, we ended the week by preparing for the 

Torchlight Procession. In different groups, we 

worked together to make cheese and onion pasties 

and the smell in the classroom was making us all 

very hungry! A huge thank you to gardening club 

who peeled the potatoes for us, too!  

 

 

  

A huge thank you to 

everyone for your bottle 

donations! 
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School Tea Towels and Bags 

Our fantastic school tea towels and bags are available to 

purchase in school.  We are so pleased with our lovely 

designs.  If you would like to order one, please drop a 

message on the Scholarpack app.   

Tea towels £3.50  Bags £5.00 
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