
 

  Week beginning 30
th

 September and 7
th

 October 2024 
 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week:  w/c 30
th

 September: Oscar, Lucas and Freddy 

  w/c 7
th

 October: Zach, Rory and Azalea 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 27     Helvellyn 17   Blencathra 17  

 

 

Class 1 News: Nursery and Reception  

 

In Class 1, we have been embracing 

the season, Autumn. We have been 

using leaves collected from outside 

and autumnal colours to print leaf 

patterns. We also used the dried-up leaves to make wands. In the 

morning, we have been exercising our gross 

motor skills, too. To do this, we have been 

turning our bodies into aeroplanes, bridges and 

crabs. It was very exciting! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

In phonics in Nursery, we have been reading Dear Zoo. We took turns making the different 

animal noises and then predicted what we thought would happen next in the story. To continue 

our learning, we played the game ‘Bertha bus goes to the zoo’. We had to build Bertha the bus 

and collect different zoo animals. As each animal 

boarded the bus, we talked 

about its characteristics and 

features. 

  

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

In Reception, we have been continuing our 

learning on the Phase 2 phonics sounds, 

building on our segmenting and blending 

skills and learning new tricky words ‘to’, ‘the’, 

‘no’ and ‘go’. We have been learning and  

forming our new sounds and building words 

with the sounds that we know. We have 

made the words ‘sock’, ‘pet’, ‘dig’,’ can’, ‘cap’ 

and ‘cut’. To help us form our new words, 

we have been practising sitting correctly at 

the table, making sure our backs are straight against the chair and tucked 

under the table correctly. This has really helped us with our writing. 

        

In our maths learning, we have been learning about repeating patterns. 

We started the week as ‘pattern hunters’ and found lots of patterns hidden 

in our classroom, where we had to describe the different patterns. Some 

were spotty or stripy and some even had stars on. We then practiced 

creating our own repeating patterns using 2 different types of objects. To 

consolidate our learning, we had a very exciting time making fruit 

kebabs! We have also been learning about more than, fewer than and 1 more than. We had to 

help Mr Teddy and Mr Zebra find out who had more toys and who had fewer and we used our 

new maths vocabulary to help us form number sentences. To practice our new learning, we 

played the game ‘What’s the Time Mr Wolf?’, but rather than Mr Wolf tell us the time, he would 

say 1 more than 1, 2 or 3 and we had to work it out using our mathematical knowledge. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Nursery, we have been learning about 

repeats in songs and stories. We practiced 

finding repeated parts in nursery rhymes and 

clapping our hands along to the rhythm of 

the songs. We we also used different 

instruments too.      
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Afternoons in Early Years and Key Stage 1 

 

In our geography learning, we have been learning all about coasts and the different map 

symbols that are used to show beaches, cliffs, the sea, oceans, harbours and ports. We used 

Google Earth to find the United Kingdom and explore the different coasts within it, too. 

 

In science, we have been planning our science investigation. We are testing different materials to 

find our whether or not they are waterproof. To plan our investigation, we started with our 

hypothesis, predicting which material would be the most waterproof, before moving on to what 

we would keep the same to make it a fair test and what we were going to change (variables). 

We had lots of fun carrying out the investigation and some of the results were quite surprising! 

 

In music, we have continued practicing how to play the glockenspiels, playing along to different 

tunes using the keys G, A and C. During our music lessons, we listen and appraise different 

songs, discussing what we like about the song and dislike. We also try to identify the different 

instruments we can hear and how the lyrics make us feel.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In art and design, we have continued our learning about the artist John Constable, looking at the 

different techniques used when creating his landscape paintings. First, we practised using the 

technique of adding a white tint to show the sun reflecting in the water, then we created our 

own representations of Tindale Tarn by adding different tones of blue and a white tint. 
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Class 2 News: Years 1, 2 and 3 

In our maths learning, we have 

been working hard to learn all 

about addition and subtraction 

over the last couple of weeks. In 

Year 1, we have been learning how 

part-whole models and bar 

models can help us to write 

calculations and addition number 

sentences, including those where the equals sign is 

near the beginning of the calculation! We have also been learning about fact-families, 

learning that you can complete addition calculations in any order. In Year 2, we have 

been using Base 10 to support us when calculating within 100, using our knowledge of 

bonds to ten to help us. For example, if we know that 3 + 7 = 

10, then 30 + 70 = 100! We have also been making sure that we 

really prove our understanding by using 

models or pictorial representations to explain 

our thinking. In Year 3, we have been 

learning to identify which columns will 

change when we add or subtract, 1, 10 or 

100. We have also been adding and 

subtracting where our calculation crosses a 

1, 10 or 100 boundary- this was great place 

value practise, too!  

 

In our phonics and spellings over the last two weeks, we have continued to learn how to 

read and write adjacent consonants in Year 1 and the ‘ou’ spelling that sounds like an ‘u’ 

in Year 3! In Year 2, we have continued to consolidate and practise the sounds that we 

know already, by reading them as quickly as we can and putting them into sentences. 

We’ve also been learning yet more alternative spellings to add to the sounds we already 

know. To help us in Year 2 and Year 3, we have been using coloured pencils so that the 

spelling pattern or rule really stands out. We’ve also been working hard to read nonsense 

words, tricky words and words from the Year 3 statutory spelling lists. We’ve definitely 

been working hard! 
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In our literacy learning, we have continued to learn how 

authors create fictional stories and the tips and tricks that they 

use to make the writing exciting. Having made sure that we 

understood the model text first, we have now moved on to 

exploring how the author develops the characters in the story, 

as well as how we can use a range of exciting sentence types 

to add variety. So far, we have been 

exploring statements and 

exclamation sentences by reading 

these in our model text and a variety 

of other stories. In Year 3, we’ve 

been working hard to include adverbs and fronted adverbial 

phrases to tell the reader when, where or how something is 

taking place, too! We have also been innovating on the model 

text, applying some of the extra spelling rules that we have 

been learning about, including the -est suffix. We are all 

really enjoying learning about Dogger and his adventures and 

can’t wait until we can write our very own losing-tale! 

 

 

 

Class 3 News: Years 4, 5 and 6 

 

We have well and truly settled into our Autumn Term routines now and have done some brilliant 

learning over the last two weeks.  

 

Our new spelling sessions are going really well. We're 

getting a lot of spelling practise and we've all 

particularly enjoyed exploring the words, their 

meanings, their etymology and synonyms and 

antonyms. In Year 4 we've been focussing on common 

exception words that end in an e, in Year 5 we've 

finished the 'tious' word ending and have moved onto 

some tricky to spell common exception words and in 

Year 6 we've learned about the 'ibly' word ending that 

often changes an adjective into an adverb.  
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In literacy we've really enjoyed learning about hen harriers and 

have all completed our first Hot Write by writing persuasively about 

their protection. We're moving on now to our fiction unit where we 

will be exploring how to develop character and write a losing tale 

based on our class text Sky Hawk. 

 

We've been really getting into Sky Hawk these past few weeks and 

have been exploring excerpts from the text in our VIPERS sessions. 

In these this week, we've been working on using the text to back up 

and explain our answers, as well as building on each other’s' ideas 

in discussions about the text.  

 

In maths we have been very busy. Our units have been moving on at pace 

and we've all been focusing on calculations of some kind. In Year 4 we've 

been learning about addition and subtraction, including making exchanges. 

We've taken to this like professionals and have been working hard to apply 

the methods and solve increasingly challenging problems. In Year 5, we've 

been focussed on addition and subtraction too but have been building on 

our skills by comparing calculations and working out how to identify 

missing numbers in calculations. In Year 6, we've had an exciting week 

learning the infamous method for long division. We were braced for a big challenge but actually 

have found it really fun now we know it's not as scary as we thought!!  
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Afternoons in Key Stage 2  

 

In French, we've been learning more about describing our 

clothes and what we are wearing. We can now say and 

write what we're wearing, alongside adding details about 

the clothing's colour and/or size!  

 

Our science skills have 

been put through their 

paces over the past couple of weeks in our learning about 

magnets. We've learned a lot of new vocabulary to describe 

magnets and how they behave. We've worked scientifically 

by making careful observations and recording our findings, 

making predictions using our scientific knowledge and using 

scientific evidence 

to answer 

questions.  

 

In history, we've continued to learn about the Stone Age 

by examining the Neolithic period in greater detail. We 

looked at the settlement of Skara Brae and the artefacts 

found there to help us deduce what life would have 

been like for people living in that era. We found it 

fascinating and really enjoyed looking at the artefacts 

from images and video footage. We had so many brilliant historically plausible ideas that we 

didn't even want to stop for breaktime!  

 

In Kidsafe we've been continuing to learn how we can keep ourselves safe. We've discussed how 

to use the internet, gaming and streaming services safely and have explored age ratings, why 

we have them and how they can protect us as well as looking at how we can deal with the 

tricky issue of peer pressure when it comes to watching or playing things that are inappropriate 

for our age. We have also learned about keeping our body safe and how our private parts ours 

and no one else’s and that nobody is allowed to touch, tickle or grab our private parts just for 

fun. We discussed when it might be safe and appropriate for someone to see your private parts 

and what to do if anything is making you feel sad, scared or worried. 
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We had a real treat again this week with the return of 

Gareth and Bronwen, who came in to work with Year 5 

and 6 on some more song writing and drama activities. 

We’re really looking forward to working with them again 

next week on our 

trip to 

Haltwhistle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week in art we’ve learned about the 

impressionist pointillist technique. Taking 

inspiration from Georges Seurat’s painting of 

the Eiffel Tower, we had a go ourselves using 

the pointillist 

painting technique to 

paint a view of Blackpool Tower.  

 

As well as our usual lessons, we've also enjoyed creating some brilliant 

Christmas card designs for you - watch this space they'll be coming 

home for ordering soon!  

 

 

 

 

Finally, in PSHE, we have taken part in the NSPCC’s Kindness Week. With a focus on 

respect and empathy, this week perfectly complemented our learning about friendships 

and what we can do to establish and maintain positive relationships. As part of this 

learning, we explored boundaries (both in a physical sense and how this might look in 

friendships and when communication online) and how we can respect our friends and 

people that we know.  
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School Learning Council  

 

In our School Learning Council meetings, we have continued to reflect on what is going well and 

what we would like to improve. One of the main things that we have talked about is packed 

lunches and how we can promote having a healthy, balanced packed lunch if we are not on 

school dinners. Before the meeting, we talked about what types of things that were in packed 

lunches and what we thought would happen if there were lots of sugary products. In the 

meeting, we told Miss Hutton that we wanted to write to parents to explain that learning will be 

affected if children have a sugar rush or a sugar crash and what we thought should and 

shouldn’t be allowed in packed lunches. We are really proud that of the work that we have done 

to promote a healthy diet at lunchtime and how we were able to apply our knowledge of the 

Eatwell Plate.  

 

Extra-Curricular Clubs and the William Howard School Football Tournament 

We’ve had a messy few weeks in STEM club! Using the Makey Makey kits, we have swapped 

laptop keys for fruit, jelly and icing as we used these to control the games that we coded in 

Scratch. The woops and squeals of delight certainly showed that we were enjoying ourselves! 
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In singing club, we have been learning a song about having a sense of belonging and being 

together, no matter who we are. We have really been stretching our musical awareness by 

learning harmonies, too!  

 

After a busy few weeks in Football Club, we were delighted to put our skills into action as we 

took part in the William Howard School Football Tournament on Saturday 5
th

 October. We worked 

brilliantly as a team and really showed off how we much we have developed our skills and 

team-tactics. It was fantastic to be joined by so many parents and family members and a 

special thanks to Mr Davidson and Sam for coaching the team, as well as Mrs Davidson, Miss 

Hutton and family members who cheered us on! 
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Bio-blitz Exhibition 

Our Bio-blitz artwork is now on display in RSPB Geltsdale until the end of November. Why not 

have a walk up and see it? 
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Cumbria in Bloom 

 

 We were thrilled to receive a very special certificate in Celebration    

Assembly this week…  a GOLD award from Cumbria in Bloom! We are    

thrilled to have received another gold and the judges were particularly 

impressed with our knowledge of plants, their lifecycle and all of the produce 

that we have grown. We scored very highly and received some excellent 

feedback!  
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