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Learners of the Week: Jesse, Connor and Amos  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 120 Helvellyn 101 Blencathra 99 

 

Class 1 News 

 

What a busy week in Class 1! We had a great time 

applying some of the skills we have been developing 

in our gymnastics learning in PE using different 

apparatus. We explored how we could use the 

equipment in different ways including varying the 

way we travelled, including changing our height, 

direction and speed. It was great to have the time and 

opportunity to investigate different movements and it 

was lots of fun! We used our imitating skills to try out 

some of the movements demonstrated by others and 

also enjoyed performing our gymnastic skills, too! Alongside our exploration 

of different ways of moving, we also practised some of the balances we 

have been learning in our key steps gymnastics routine. We have been 

working hard to create and hold balances, thinking about the shapes we 

create using our bodies and how we link and transfer between different 

balances and movements.  

 

In our Geography and Understanding the World learning, we have been focusing on different 

human and physical geography features. We used our knowledge organiser to unpick some of 

the key language and then used Google Earth to study Hallbankgate. Using our knowledge of 

different human and physical features, we identified some areas of 

interest in our locality. For the physical geography of Hallbankgate, we 

identified forests, a stream and mountains/ hills and - for the human 

aspects- we identified our school, Hallbankgate Hub, houses and roads. 

It was interesting to use Google Earth to explore Hallbankgate from a 

bird’s eye perspective and to link our own knowledge to 

what we can observe on a map.  
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In our Art and Expressive Arts and Design learning, 

we have continued to expand our exploration of 

flowers and the beauty of flowers through different 

artistic mediums. This week, we were focusing on 

sculpture. We began by creating designs for our 

flower sculptures, considering the type of flowers we 

wanted to create, with a specific focus on the shape 

of the petals and the additional details we would 

add. We then used salt dough to mould and create our sculptures. We used 

different tools to add detail to our flower sculptures and are looking 

forward to adding colour to our creations next week.  

 

In phonics in Year 1, we have been learning about some 

of the many variations of the 'ai' sound within words. 

We have looked at the letters used to represent the 'ai' 

sound, using pictures to support us in differentiating 

between the different spellings. We have also continued 

to expand our understanding of different forms of 

punctuation, this week focusing on exclamation marks. 

We looked at a variety of sentences, including questions, 

statements and exclamations before adding the missing 

punctuation. We also formed our own questions and exclamations. In Reception, we have been 

developing our knowledge of different digraphs. We have used pictures to identify words and 

objects with our focus sounds and also practised forming the letters on 

our whiteboards. Additionally, we have also started to look at sound 

buttons and have been adding single sound buttons to CVC words and 

have been making words using letter tiles. In 

Nursery, we have been matching sounds together, 

playing dominoes and developing our fine motor 

skills through drawing.  

 

In maths in Year 1, we have been using number 

bonds to support our addition skills, with a particular focus on number 

bonds to 10. We have used our understanding of number bonds to solve 

problems and have also been practising different strategies to develop our 

confidence and accuracy when solving addition problems. In Reception and Nursery, we have 

been exploring zero and comparing equal and unequal numbers. We have used counters and 

five frames to support us when singing counting songs and we have also continued to expand 

our subitising skills by showing a number using our fingers.   
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At the start of the week we had the opportunity to try 

lychee. It was great to see people having a go and trying 

something new!  

 

We really enjoyed learning about Chinese New Year this 

week and were interested to find out it is now the year of 

the tiger! We learnt about how Chinese New Year is 

celebrated around the world and enjoyed watching videos and looking at 

pictures which showed some of the ways people celebrate. We were intrigued by the zodiac 

animals and enjoyed finding out what the animal was for the year we were born too.  

 

In Nursery and Reception, we also investigated 

different light sources in our Understanding the 

World Learning. We explored our indoor and 

outdoor learning environments, identifying the 

sun, lights and screens as just a few different 

light sources. We discussed the importance of 

light and how some light would be categorised as 

natural light, whereas other light is created by 

humans. 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

In PE this week, we stretched our persevering muscles 

as we did the bleep test. This was really challenging 

and we had to dig deep into our stamina in order to 

keep up!  So that we had chance to cool down after 

working so hard in our fitness challenge, we also had fun developing our archery skills. During 

this, we stretched many of our learning muscles including; imitating, noticing and revising.  We 

were fully absorbed as we focused our aims on the target! 
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In Literacy this week, we have been stretching our planning and 

imitating muscles as we ‘boxed up’ our class story, The Lion, The 

Witch and The Wardrobe.  We spent some time reflecting on the story 

and then began planning for writing our own suspense story.  There 

were some very good ideas being shared and we look forward to 

developing these into the finished article!  

We have also been spending some time on 

improving our handwriting and presentation of our learning.  It was 

amazing to reflect on how much we have improved! 

 

In our RE learning this week, we 

continued our focus on the story of 

Jesus and the ten lepers.  We 

stretched our noticing and distilling learning muscles as we 

drew the two main points from the story and then thought of 

just three key words to match the story. We had some fantastic 

language that we were able to share with each other, including; 

humble, thankful, grateful, 

proud and overjoyed. 

 

In computing this week, we have been learning about different 

layouts of different types of texts. We realised that different 

layouts were recognisable even when there weren’t any words 

on the page.  We were able to identify 

postcards, posters, newspapers 

and letters with ease.  We then 

stretched our imitating muscles as 

we had a go at applying this 

knowledge and creating our own 

layouts. 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

What a busy and jam packed week we 

have had in Class 2! As part of our 

Geography learning, we have been 

studying Mount Elbrus and - after 

doing lots of research all about the 

mountain range - we have started to 

create a leaflet to try and persuade 

people to visit this mountain. As a 

class, we took some time to look at real 

life leaflets and we discussed how we 

could persuade people to visit the 

mountain range. We discovered that there was a small village nearby, alongside a few shops 

and a place to eat so we could use this information to persuade people to go there. After looking 

at the features of a leaflet, we incorporated these into our own versions and we are going to 

extend our learning further by adding in diagrams, pictures, tables of information and labels 

next week.  

   

We are still really enjoying our class text ‘The Lion, the Witch 

and the Wardrobe’ and we have been working our way 

through the chapters to discover what happens next in the 

story. As a class, we used our great listening skills to 

carefully listen to each other read the next parts of the 

story. We made some predictions as to what we thought 

might happen in the next chapters while trying to make 

links to the different events.  

 

In music, we are very excited to have started our new 

unit of learning on the keyboards. We collaborated in 

pairs to play the keys ‘C and D’ along to the music on 

the interactive whiteboard. We had to use our noticing 

skills to see where the correct key was that we were 

trying to play. Through lots of perseverance, we 

managed to successfully play the correct keys in time 

with the music. We are super excited to carry on with 

learning our new musical instrument next week.  

  

This week we have been doing some brilliant maths 

learning and stretching our learning further by drawing maths stories to go alongside multi step 
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word problems. The visual 

aids have really helped us to 

spot if we had made any 

marvellous mistakes so that 

we could edit them 

accordingly. In Class 2, we 

call them ‘marvellous mistakes’ 

because everyone can learn 

and edit their work. On 

Friday 4th February, it was 

the NSPCC Number Day and 

to celebrate this special day 

we created some acrostic 

number poems all about 

maths, too. We are very proud 

of our maths poems and we 

hope you enjoy looking at 

them.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

We have had another week of exciting learning in Class 3! At the beginning 

of the week, we worked hard in maths to continue finding fractions of 

amounts and applying our knowledge of multiplying and dividing fractions 

to problem-solving questions. In each question, we 

made sure that we made links to our knowledge of 

pictorial representations and written methods to make sure that we 

completed each step and - by the end of the week- we had completed our 

unit on fractions and showed off all of our amazing progress in an end 

of unit mini-assessment. We are all proud of our achievements and have 

actually really enjoyed this unit- especially the satisfaction we felt when 

we worked to the end of a question, including those with multiple steps or procedures. In Year 4, 

we have built on our understanding of tenths, by learning about tenths and hundredths and 

their relative worth. To help us understand the value of each decimal number, we used the 

Rekenreks for the first time! Alongside the Base Ten resources, these helped us to create a clear 

representation of each number. As well as all of this exciting learning in class, 

we have also been working incredibly hard on our maths passports at home. 

It has been wonderful to see just how much we are all 

challenging ourselves to be mega-mathematicians and 

how much progress we are making. 

 

In our literacy lessons this week, we have been writing, 

editing and re-drafting our ‘hot writes’. On Monday, we 

completed the planning phase of the Talk 4 Writing 

process and made sure that we ‘magpied’ lots of phrases, 

sentences, vocabulary and sentence structures from around the classroom, 

as well as from in our literacy books. Once we had a firm plan and lots of 

ideas for figurative language, we began to write our narratives. As this was our ‘hot write’, we 

innovated on the model text and chose our own 

characters and plot to develop over the course of 

the week. At the end of the week, we worked with 

a partner to edit and redraft areas that could be 

improved to really make our writing the best that it 

could be. 
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In our RE learning this week, we have continued to develop our understanding of religious texts 

in the major religions around the world. This week, we began to focus on the value of love in 

different religions: we thought carefully about how people show love and what it means, before 

learning about how love is referenced in religious texts.  To help us identify the key themes, 

morals and messages across these religious texts, we read extracts from the Bible, Torah and 

Qur’an, as well as a quote from the Dali Lama. We explored the language 

used in each one, as well as any common themes that we could identify. 

We decided that the idea of love, forgiveness, faith, kindness, respect and 

empathy was woven throughout 

each one and we discussed how 

such messages would help 

members of each religion think 

about how to lead their lives. We 

also made links to our learning 

from last term, discussing how 

religious leaders can also show 

these values. At the end of our 

lesson, we began to gather ideas and thoughts, ready to 

create an ode next week.  

 

In PE, we continued to develop our Key Steps gymnastics routine. This 

week, we focused on putting together lots of our new learning into a 

sequence, making sure that we performed each move with control and 

finesse. We began the routine with travelling steps, arabesques and 

forward rolls, before competing half-turn jumps, front 

and side supports as well as backwards rolls. We 

made lots of progress in this lesson and were able to 

identify how we could improve these routines. On 

Tuesday, we developed our fitness by completing the 

Bleep Test. It was very challenging but we applied our 

growth mindset and dug a little bit deeper to really improve our scores from the 

autumn term!  

 

On Wednesday, we all visited the Hub library to renew and exchange 

our library books. We all enjoyed reading the 

books that we borrowed and enjoyed choosing 

new texts to read for the next few weeks- we also 

expertly used the self-service system to check out 

these new books!  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we had 

an amazing afternoon of art. We 

explored figure drawing some more 

with a quick warm up where we 

had to show different emotions 

and situations with stick figures in 

just 10 seconds. It was amazing 

the amount of emotion we could convey even in a very simple drawing. We 

then looked at the work of the artist Giacometti, in particular his figure 

sculptures. These sculptures are long and wiry and naïve; however, we 

were still able to identify expression and emotion in the shape and stance of 

the figures. These sculptures then formed the inspiration for our own figure 

sculptures made out of tin foil. We had a lot of fun exploring all the 

different positions we could put them in and the expression and emotion we 

could convey. Finally, we finished our afternoon with some printing. We 

created our printing plates by drawing figures onto polystyrene boards and then printed our 

figures into a zig zag book. The finished prints were really effective and the inconsistency of the 

paint created its own surprising emotions – with one child noting theirs looked 

like a lonely person on a rainy day.  

 

On Thursday, we dived into the world of Ancient Greek mythology. First, we 

used our retrieval and listening muscles to identify key information about 

Ancient Greek gods, goddesses and heroes from a non-fiction text. From this, 

we found out the importance religion had in Ancient 

Greek life and how they believed they had to look 

after and please the gods for the gods to look after 

them. Next, we used our listening muscles to listen 

to a version of an Ancient Greek myth and made 

notes about the key parts of the story. We were 

then able to compare the myth we listened to, to 

another version of the myth in text form. We 

noticed that the different versions were not 

entirely the same and we discussed why this 

might have been. Working in groups, we then 

split our myth into 4 main parts and created tableaus of each part to retell 

our myth to the rest of the class. Through exploring our myths, we noticed 

that they may have served different purposes. Some of our myths had 

strong morals which showed people how to live, while others told of brave 

endeavours or explained natural phenomenon like the seasons.  
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We have two new Ancient Greek root words on 

our classroom display: polis (meaning city) and 

poly (meaning many). We came up with lots of 

examples of words we use today included these 

root words and thought about why those words 

derived from those roots. For example, the word 

polygon which we use to describe a many-sided 

shape or the word politics which we use to 

describe the governance of a country or area. 
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NSPCC Number Day  

 

This week, Class 3 planned a charity event linked to their 

PSHE learning: NSPCC Number Day. On Friday, we all 

came together to learn more about the work that the NSPCC 

does to support children and then enjoyed a day full of 

wonderful maths- it was mathemagical! In the morning, 

we solved maths problems and games, as well as working together to 

solve some of the NSPCC maths puzzles. In Class 3, we completed the 

NSPCC re-forestation puzzle where we worked in groups to complete 

questions linked to fractions and decimals- 

we really enjoyed working in groups to solve 

these puzzles linked to our maths learning in 

class. After break, we wrote our very own 

maths-themed poems! We decided to write poems that would help us 

remember times tables, number facts or mathematical rules and 

Class 3 will record some of these as part of their computing 

learning: Class 2 wrote some too. On Friday afternoon, we 

completed our outdoor maths lesson (until it got very snowy!) and 

then came inside to complete the NSPCC Number Day ‘Who wants to 

be a mathinaire?’ maths game- we won 1,000,000 points! 
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 After break, we worked together to 

explore the work of Kandinsky. In this 

lesson, we made lots of links to maths 

and art: Class 1 explored shape, Class 2 

explored angles, lines and shape and 

Class 3 explored the proprieties of 

circles, triangles and angles. We all had 

a brilliant day and it is great to see just 

how much we all enjoy our maths 

learning!  
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We are pleased to let you know that we raised £37.75 for 

the NSPCC- thank you for your generous donations! 
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