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Learners of the Week: Molly, Arietta and Amos 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  56    Helvellyn  50     Blencathra  45 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week, we have learnt 

our very first digraph which consists of 2 letters forming 1 

sound! We have also continued to 

develop our oral segmenting and 

blending skills using our listening 

skills to carefully identify the different 

sounds in words. In Nursery in phonics, 

we enjoyed reading the story Funny Bones 

and then sequencing the story using 

pictures the next day. We also had lots of 

fun creating silly soup using objects 

beginning with the letter ‘s’ and drawing 

different patterns using a pattern dice.  

 

In maths this week we have been exploring 

repeating patterns, focusing specifically on 

patterns of an ABAB nature. We verbalised 

patterns, created action patterns using 

rhymes and also used objects to create patterns. We used coloured objects 

to create repeating colour patterns and also used natural objects to create 

patterns. We utilised 

our noticing skills to 

support us when 

creating the patterns to 

ensure we were continuing the pattern 

accurately. In Reception, we have also 

continued to expand our understanding of more 

than, fewer than and equal to.  

 

 

 

Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and Year 1)  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

In our RE and understanding the world 

learning, we continued to learn about different 

religious festivals, this week focusing on the 

festival of Wesak. We made lots of brilliant 

links to some of the other festivals we have 

explored including the importance of lights and 

lighting candles in the 

festivals of Wesak and 

Diwali, and donating 

gifts of food in the 

festivals of Wesak and Harvest.  

 

In our science and understanding the world learning, we started exploring 

different materials and their properties this week. We went on a material 

hunt around the classroom finding plastic, fabric, metal and wooden 

objects. We then worked together to sort the objects based on different 

properties and it was interesting to see how many objects consisted of 

several materials.  

 

We also continued to develop our Kidsafe learning, in this session we focussed on ‘yucky feelings’ 

and how sad, scared and worried feelings may feel inside our bodies or look in terms of body 

language. It was interesting to compare our different feelings and describe different occasions in 

which we may feel these ‘yucky feelings’.  

 

In our geography and understanding the world learning, we began our 

topic around the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

We looked at globes, maps and atlases and completed jigsaws to develop 

our understanding of the United Kingdom. We used some brilliant 

geographical vocabulary when sharing our prior knowledge and even 

made links to our history learning about space. 

 

Linked to bonfire night, we enjoyed creating fireworks dances and 

artwork. When dancing we had to use our whole bodies to move to the 

music and even added in our own sound effects! We then used 

cardboard tubes to create our artwork, cutting patterns to then use to print different colourful 

fireworks.   

In our design technology and expressive arts and design learning, we began creating our own 

Space fact files. Using the knowledge we developed in history last half term, we decided on 

what we wanted to include in our space fact file and how we were going to make in interactive 

using sliders and levers.  
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In our science learning this week, we have been stretching 

our noticing muscles as we began our rocks enquiry. We 

closely observed the features of the different rocks and 

thought about their textures and properties.  This was really 

interesting and we are looking forward to building on this 

next week! 

 
 

In our maths learning this 

week, we have been 

focusing on subtraction 

calculations. In Year 1, we 

have been subtracting 

using a number line, in 

Year 2 we have been using 

Base 10 equipment and in Year 3, we have been using the column method and learning how to 

exchange.  This has been very challenging but we have really stretched our persevering muscles! 

 

In literacy this week, we have begun our new class story ‘The Giraffe, the Pelly and Me’ by 

Roald Dahl.  It seems like a really fun story and we think we are all going to really enjoy it!   

 

In our PE lessons this week, we have been continuing with hockey; practicing our passing and 

controlling skills. We are beginning to play small games with our peers, reflecting on the skills 

we learned in netball and applying them into another game. 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week during our geography lesson, we have been 

extending our compass and grid reference learning from 

last half term. We learned about at NE, NW, SE and SW in 

more detail. After that, we looked at 2 figure grid 

references on a map of the UK. We studied the grid 

references and noted down where each capital city was. 

In pairs, we collaborated to find the grid references. We 

learnt that we had to go 

"along the corridor first and then up the stairs." For an extra 

challenge we had a look at 4 figure grid references on a map 

of the UK and had to use our prior knowledge of famous land 

marks to find the gird references for them. We stretched our 

noticing skills to find each country and the exact location for 

each landmark.  

 

 

During our history lesson this week, we were stretching our 

noticing skills to look at different Bronze Age artefacts and 

discuss what we thought they were, what they were used for 

and what materials they were made out of. As a class, we 

came up with some really good reasons for our answers and 

could justify and back up our choices. It was very interesting 

to actually find out what the artefacts were, we had an 

example of a shield, pot and a cup. We learnt that in the 

Bronze Age they made the metal bronze in a process called 

'smelting' by melting down tin and copper and mixing them 

together in a cast. It was fascinating to learn about everything they discovered and invented in 

the Bronze Age and we are excited to extend our learning further next week and look into the 

'Beaker people' in more detail.  

 

 

In our Design and Technology lesson this week, we have 

been studying Bronze Age houses and we compared these 

to Stone Age houses looking at similarities and 

differences. We noticed similarities such as; they both 

had a roof, they were made of similar materials and 

could be similar shaped. After learning about Bronze Age 

houses, we started to design and plan how we could 

make a mini replica of a Bronze Age round house. We 

thought about the materials we would use and we 

decided that wooden dowels would be a strong and 
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sturdy choice for the structure. After a lot of discussion about how to attach the pieces of wood 

together, we decided that using a glue gun would be the best option but an adult would have to 

do this part for us. We are super excited to start to create these next week using the appropriate 

tools.  

 

In literacy this week, we have introduced our class text; “The Giraffe, the Pelly and Me” by Roald 

Dahl. We have created our own story map for the text. As a class, collaborating together, we 

produced a class story map and 

then we stretched our imagination 

skills to draw our own using our 

reading memory to remember the 

order of events. We are really 

pleased with our story maps and 

are proud of them.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

We started the week - as we always do - with our VIPERS reading questions linked to our class 

book, Journey to the River Sea. This week, we stretched our capitalising learning muscle to find 

out the meaning of words like ‘obstinately’ and ‘quarreled’, before stretching our inference skills to 

read between the lines and work out why the characters acted in the way that they did. This is 

our final week of Journey to the River Sea and it has been a book that we’ve all really enjoyed: 

it has quite a complex plot with lots of twists and turns to keep us guessing. We are really 

trying to stretch our reasoning learning muscle in these lessons too, 

with many of us writing extended responses to each question to prove 

that we really know the answer and the reasons 

why.  

 

In our maths learning, we have all been focusing 

on multiplication and division this week, with 

some of us also finishing off our last addition 

and subtraction learning. In Year 4, we have 

been learning how to use and choose an efficient 

way of working when subtracting (including 

counting on, rounding to estimate and using 

numberlines) as well as working hard to learn, recall and apply our knowledge of the 3 times 

table. In Year 5, we have been extending our knowledge of 

multiplication and division facts by finding factors, multiples and 

prime numbers, as well as applying this 

knowledge to solves extra challenges 

that required us to work out different 

combinations or solutions. In Year 6, 

we’ve had a brilliant week of long and 

short division! After recapping the short 

division method, we moved on to the trickier long division method 

where we used the squares in our maths jotters to support our 

accuracy when completing each calculation. We’ve also been working 

hard on our Maths Passports this week, with many of us having our 

targets signed off. 

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have been completing our 

newspaper articles based on the main characters from our class text. 

Over the course of the week, we have stretched our collaborating and 

revising learning muscles to create a ‘shared write’, before writing our 

own articles. We have made sure to include all of the key structural features of newspaper 

articles (headlines, bylines, captions, subheadings etc.), as well as literary features such as 

reported and direct speech, factual information, a formal tone, the passive voice and who, what, 
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where, when, why and how to make sure that the reader is fully informed. By the end of the 

week, we had all created and published our very own article.  

 

After a very frustrating computing lesson 

before half term (where the focus was on the 

process and not the outcome!), we have been 

building on the skills, knowledge and 

understanding needed to communicate with 

others online. This week, we blended our online safety learning with 

our computing learning to learn about copyright and what it means, 

particularly in creative mediums. At the beginning of the lesson, we recapped the skills needed to 

communicate effectively online, before exploring how skills in collaboration would help. 

Following this, we completed a paper-based learning activity that allowed us to identify how we 

can adapt a product that has already been created to improve and enhance it...as long as you 

have the owner’s permission! We then applied this using our coding skills in Scratch: we took 

some pre-written code and then changed and edited it. By the end of the lesson, we had learned 

the importance of 

respecting copyright 

laws, as well 

learning how we can 

work together on 

online projects to 

enhance the end 

result.  
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This week in design and technology, we have started to experiment with following the repeating 

patterns that we designed before the holidays. After using the patterns, notes and instructions 

that we recorded in our DT books to create our prototypes, we then set about creating some 

embellishment prototypes by learning how to add tassels or weave with fabric or thicker 

strands. We’ll continue to revise and tweak our final designs before we begin to make the final 

products.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

On Wednesday afternoon in Class 3, we continued with our 

exploration of architecture in art. We looked at how architects 

and designers can take inspiration 

from natural forms and use 

shapes and structures in the 

designs that mimic natural things. 

We learned that this is called 

biomimicry. After looking again at 

several of Zaha Hadid’s buildings 

that reflect or mimic the local 

landscapes, we began collecting 

our own ideas using photos and 

collected objects from nature. We 

looked carefully at the shapes, patterns and forms of things like 

seedheads, leaves, flowers, wood grain etc. and made sketches of 

the shapes and lines that interested us. We annotated our sketches 

with elements that stood out to use and particular features that 

we liked and why we liked them. Next, we looked at some photos 

of different buildings and spaces and discussed how architecture can affect how we feel. We 

looked at how some sculptures and buildings are designed specifically to make us feel a certain 

way or draw our attention to certain things. We were then given a design brief for the next stage 

in our architecture project. Using everything we explored and learned so far, we’ve been 

challenged with designing a ‘wellbeing room’ for our playground which could be used as a space 

where we could go to feel safe and calm. Using inspiration from natural forms we had to think 

carefully about how we could shape our designs so that our structures not only look interesting 

from the outside but also feel good to be in on the inside. We came up with some fabulous ideas 

drawing inspiration from many living forms and thinking carefully about the shape and light in 

a space. In our next couple of lessons, we are going to learn some 

paper and card sculpture techniques so we can build a model of 

our designs, just like real architects.  
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In history this week, we have delved deeper in the world of the 

Maya but travelling to Tikal, Guatemala, the remains of an ancient 

Maya city-state. Our enquiry question this week was: What were the 

Maya city-states like? We used several different sources of evidence 

to deduce information about the past and used further sources to 

refine our lines of enquiry- to guide us we generated further 

questions that helped us work in smaller 

steps to answer our main question. Just 

from photos of the remaining structures of 

Tikal, we were able to deduce many 

plausible theories about what these buildings 

may have been used for and who may have 

used them. Using further evidence in the form of several different 

secondary sources, we were able to prove or disprove our initial 

theories. Mrs Arnold was yet again blown away by our historical 

thinking and our eagerness to work things out. By 

the end of the lesson, we were able to name and 

locate the main characteristic features of a Maya 

city-state and give several facts about each feature 

including what they were and what they were 

used for. Ask us about it, we’d love to tell you 

(Mrs Arnold would recommend getting comfy first, 

as you could be there quite some time)!  

 

 

 

 

Home-learning parent showcase 

On Friday afternoon, we all enjoyed sharing our home 

learning projects with parents in our classrooms. We’ll share 

the photos next week- thank you to everyone that attended. 
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Halloween Party 

After school on Monday, we enjoyed a Halloween party in the school 

hall. We enjoyed a party tea of pizzas and hotdogs and enjoyed 

dancing and playing Hallween-themed party games.  A huge thank you to 

the PFA and staff for organising and running a 

superbly spooky party!  
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Class 3’s poetry 

will be on 

display at this 

event! 


