
Week Beginning 3
rd

 December 2018 

 
 

Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
 

 

VIP’s:Summer and James 

Learners of the Previous Week:  Erin, Joshua  

       and April  

        

 

Housepoints:  

Skiddaw 306 Helvellyn 301  Blencathra 234  

 
  

This week has been Assessment Week across the whole school. We have all 

been working really hard to show off our learning; solve problems and 

persevere when questions were challenging.  

 

In Class 2, our BT cabinet wrap is finished! 

You may have noticed that our ‘Hallbankgate 

3018’ design has been added to the cabinet 

just beside the school field. On Friday, we 

had our grand unveiling with MP Rory 

Stewart and representatives from BT 

Openreach. We think you’ll agree that it looks 

very impressive!!  

 

“It was very interesting because we got to meet a Member of Parliament.” 

Ivy  

 

“It was very 

fascinating to 

hear that Rory 

Stewart was the 

MP who invented 

the 5p carrier bag 

charge.” Elora 

 

“I thought it was interesting to hear 

about all of the jobs that Rory Stewart 

does.” Lexi 
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“I was amazed to learn that Rory Stewart is actually 

in parliament discussing Brexit!” Eden 

 

“I was amazed to see our MP standing in front of us! 

When he asked us about Brexit, I asked him what 

would happen to healthcare if I went on holiday and 

broke a bone!” Ryan 

 

“It was really interesting to learn about the BT 

engineers and what they do!” Kayden 

 

Once we were back in school, we asked Rory Stewart 

some very challenging questions! We asked him what 

he was doing to reduce plastic waste (especially in our local area) as this has been a focus for 

assemblies in Class 2. We also asked him what he could do to slow down the traffic on the 

main road in front of school. He suggested that we could get speed guns to record the different 

speeds through the village! He asked us what we knew about Brexit and all the discussions 

that are happening in Parliament at the moment.  He spent a little bit of time telling us about 

his three jobs too: looking after the local constituents in and around Hallbankgate, being a 

Member of Parliament and his job as Prisons Minister - he told us 

that he is in charge of 125 prisons! We were extremely lucky to have 

such an important visitor in our school- 

he seemed very impressed at our learning 

and thanked us for our help on the BT 

Cabinet Wrap! Look out for some 

photographs in the Cumberland News! 

 

We are continuing our rehearsals for our 

Christmas Performances and we are 

really trying hard to be ‘script-free’ by 

the end of next week! We have some 

fantastic singers and actors and we 

think you will be in for a real 

treat!  Children in Year 6 have decorated our Christmas trees this 

week- school is beginning to look very festive! 

 

In science this week, Class 2 completed their 

investigation to find out whether or not the brightness 

of a bulb changed when more bulbs were added to a 

series circuit. We have perfected our use of electrical 

symbols and diagrams, and have successfully drawn 

conclusions and decided what we could investigate 

next, based on this learning.  
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In Craft Club, we are working hard to make lots of lovely 

Christmas decorations to sell at the Christmas Performance. We 

have really developed our cross-stitch skills and have 

independently chosen our designs, 

threaded our needles and sewed our 

patterns! Anne from the Governing 

Body has been helping us learn how to knit, too! We look forward to 

selling our decorations! 

 

In Class 2, we have very much enjoyed opening our advent 

calendars this week! We have also been thinking carefully about how 

we can show thankfulness and kindness towards others at this time 

of year, and have started to create a Christmas Tree of Kindness in 

the classroom: everyone that opens a door on the advent calendar 

writes a special message on a bauble, and hangs it on the tree. We 

have stretched this learning in PSHE, too, and have created our own 

kindness advent calendars: we hope you start seeing some of these random acts of kindness at 

home! 

 

Everyone has tried really hard during Assessment Week 

in Class 1, and put in a lot of effort to show what they 

have learnt.  Children in Year 2 have had their first 

look at a KS1 SAT paper. Even though this may seem 

scary and difficult at this stage, everyone worked hard 

and is now familiar with what the paper will look like. 

Children in Year 1 demonstrated how much they have improved in their 

reading and maths. Well done Class 1 for super effort this week! 

 

Amidst such a busy week, we have still found time to practise our 

phonics skills, work on our topic and rehearse our Christmas play. We 

had our first practice in the hall, and everyone now knows where they 

will be sitting. Narrators still have a few lines to learn off by heart, but 

are working really hard at using clear story voices.  

 

In topic this week, we continued to 

learn about Florence Nightingale and 

compare changes that she made to 

the hospital she worked in. Some 

children got involved in a role play, 

where ‘the nurse’ had to look after 

patients by applying a plaster or bandage. In phonics we 

have been learning alternative ways of pronouncing 

different letters, which will really help us all become confident readers.  
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Dates for your Diaries: 

 

 

 

Wed 12
th

 December   8.45am Whole School Christmas Trip (Newcastle) 

 

Thurs 13
th

 December   3.40pm Learning and Progress Meetings 

   

Mon 17
th

 December   2.00pm KS1/Early Years Christmas Play (School Hall) 

 

Tues 18
th

 December   1.00pm Christmas Party (School Hall) 

 

Wed 19
th

 December   12.00pm Christmas Dinner 

 

Friday 21
st

 December   1.30pm KS2 Christmas Play (Village Hall) 

 

Friday 21
st

 December   3.30pm End of Term 

 

Tuesday 8
th

 January   9.00am Start of Spring Term 2019 

 


