
 

Week beginning 3
rd

 February 2020 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week and VIPs:  Elora, Kai and George  

Headteacher’s Award: Evangeline 

 

Housepoints total: Skiddaw  205    Helvellyn  152    Blencathra  126 

 

Class 1 News:  

 

In Class 1 this week, we have been building on our learning 

about skeletons, focusing on different organs 

within our bodies and the different functions 

they have. We discussed the heart and our 

network of veins and had a great time 

finding our own and other people’s pulses. 

Another organ which we focused on was the 

lungs and our breathing; we experimented 

with our breathing, taking deeper and 

shallower breaths and learnt about the intake of oxygen and exhalation of 

carbon dioxide in the human body. The human brain was also a focus area 

and we enjoyed learning about the how the brain sends messages and stores information. We 

cannot wait to discover more! 

 

In addition to last week’s newsletter regarding our fantastic skeleton artwork and cave art, we 

now have a wonderful display showcasing our artwork, we would love it if you could come 

and take a look!  

 

This week, we have also 

started to transition into 

the innovation stage of our 

Elmer Talk for Writing 

process. We started to 

generate ideas linked to 

how we could make 

changes to the story and created new boxed up versions of our 

innovation stories ready for writing.    
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Class 2 News:  

 

As part of our reading this week, we have been looking more closely at ‘VIPERS’ (vocabulary, 

inference, predict, explain, retrieve and summarise). The ‘VIPERS’ are our key reading skills that 

help us to improve our reading and comprehension. We explored each aspect and came up with 

actions to help us to remember each one. With a partner, we practised the different actions and 

tested each other to see if we could remember the different terms. During our reading sessions, 

we worked together to answer targeted ‘VIPERS’ questions linked to our class read. This week, in 

Year 2 we were focusing on making predictions for our Fantastic Mr Fox story. We predicted 

what we thought was going to happen in the next chapter of the story and why we thought 

this might happen next.  

 

‘Vocabulary’    ‘Inference’    ‘Predict’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Explain’    ‘Retrieve’     ‘Summarise’  
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During our World War Two learning we have been 

creating our very own ration books. We took some 

time to study real life WW2 ration books and we 

learnt all about why they had them in the war. 

When creating our own version, we had to stretch 

our noticing muscles to accurately represent a 

ration book. After we had made the front cover 

and drawn all of the grids for the stamps and 

coupons, we then used tea bags and coffee to 

stain the front and back of them to make them look 

old and realistic.  

 

In our computing lessons, we have been learning all about 

‘coding’ using the Beebot app on the iPads. We had to 

collaborate to move the Beebot around the different mazes, 

debugging any mistakes. We drew our pathways and 

instructions on a mini whiteboard so we could programme 

the code into the Beebot. The challenge was to make the 

Beebot complete the maze all in one go so we could not 

programme anymore instructions in once we had pressed 

go. There were different levels that we could finish and 

they became more challenging as we went along.  

 

In our music lessons, we use the music programme 

‘Charanga’ and we love it! First of all, we listen to our 

song for each half term and predict and work out what 

type of music it is. We then play lots of different warm 

up games to help us to get ready to have a go at singing 

the song. The song we have been looking at is ‘I wanna 

play in a band’. We discovered that the genre is rock and 

we enjoyed creating some dance moves alongside the lyrics.   

 

In our art lessons we have been using air drying clay to 

create our own mini Antony Gormley style figures. These 

little clay figures were 

just like the actual 

figurines in Mr Gormley’s 

famous art exhibition. We 

used our detailed plans to 

create each piece. We 

rolled the clay and moulded it into a shape before we used 

the clay tools to carve out the features.  
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Class 3 News: 

 

In Class 3 this week, we have been really stretching our mathematics learning; applying our 

knowledge to solving problems and calculations with more than one step. In Year 6, we have 

been learning how to multiply and divide fractions, using pictorial representations to really 

understand what is happening at each stage. Building on our previous fractions learning, we 

are making sure that we give the answer in the simplest form; making links to our knowledge 

of multiplication tables. In Year 5, we have been learning how to multiply and divide by 10, 

100 and 1000 as well as dividing 3 digit numbers by 1 digit numbers. In year 4, we have 

been applying our multiplication and division knowledge to solving problems- some problems 

had three steps to complete before we got a final answer! We are all really enjoying the 

challenges set in our maths learning and as an extension activity, many of us were given 

additional challenges to stretch our thinking. We needed to identify all possibilities and factor 

families and even set challenges for Miss Hutton to investigate!  

 

In PE, we have completed our gymnastics learning and are now 

focusing on preparing our U-Dance performance. In the space of 

three hours, we have collaborated to choreograph the majority of 

our dance, telling the emotive story of the Australian bushfires. 

We are applying our gymnastics learning (by including rolls and 

clean, polished performances with pointed toes and fingers) and 

are stretching our empathy learning muscle by showing fear, terror and worry through dance 

and facial expressions. We are all working incredibly hard and we are so proud of what we 

have created so far! We are looking forward to showing Susie, our U-Dance dance artist what 

we have created so far! 

 

 

Children’s Mental Health Week and Assemblies this 

week 

In our assemblies this week, we have been learning 

how to stay healthy. This is based on our learning 

about the common cold and the Coronavirus that 

many of us have seen on the news. We sang our 

handwashing song (to remind us how to wash our 

hands carefully) and thought of other ways to stay healthy, including what 

the NHS and government can do to help protect us. We have also had a 

number of assemblies based on promoting ‘5 ways to wellbeing’. We 

started one assembly by sharing worries that many of us have on a 

day-to-day basis, putting them into a bag. We explored the best thing 

to do with those worries and decided that locking them away would 

only make them worse. 
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We shared examples of what we could to make those worries smaller and decided that telling 

a trusted adult, friend or parent would really help. We 

explored how we felt when we had worries (including 

sweaty palms, butterflies in our tummies and confused 

thoughts), how we felt when we told someone our worries 

and how we felt after we had shared our worries. We 

ended our assembly with a collective reflection on who our 

trusted adults were and who 

could help us.  

 

We also extended our ‘Find 

your brave’ learning from our assembly last week. We shared 

what made us feel brave, no matter how big or small, and 

discussed how feeling brave can sometimes hide how we really 

feel. On Friday, Miss Hutton surprised us by asking us to turn 

our jumpers and cardigans inside out! This was used to represent 

how our feelings are hidden and 

how sharing and showing our 

feelings (represented by turning 

our jumper inside out!) we can 

reveal what is actually 

worrying us. We spent the 

afternoon exploring ways to stay calm; practicing some 

yoga, mindfulness and calming breathing techniques to use 

when we are worried. Many of you will have noticed the 

new display in the main 

corridor- keep a look out for 

ways you can look after your 

wellbeing, too!  
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Performing Arts Club 

 

This week in our Performing Arts club, we had a 

go at some dance improvisation using the 

ribbons and materials. We listened to the 

different songs and created our own mini dance 

routine and then performed them to the rest of 

the group. We had to collaborate in our groups 

to decide which moves we were going to do and 

which order they would be performed in.  

 

In the drama part of our Performing Arts after school club, we had a look at the next 

‘emergency scenario’ card. The one we focused on this week was a plant pot had fallen onto a 

car as it was going along the road. We had to come up with a story line behind the scenario 

and then act it out to the rest of the group. After each 

performance we analysed each scene and spoke out things 

that we enjoyed and why we enjoyed them. We also spoke 

about next steps 

for things we 

could improve 

upon in the future.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Futsal 

 

A huge well done to Alex, Leisha, Tyler, Ashley, Bailey 

and Evan who entered the Sands Centre 5 Aside futsal 

tournament on Saturday.  We showed excellent 

sportsmanship, perseverance and collaboration; 

winning one and drawing two of our five games.  

Thank you to Mr Davidson and Mr Mitchinson for 

coaching us and to Miss Powley and Miss Hutton for 

joining us on Saturday, too. 

 

 


