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Learners of the Week: Kai, Lewis and Jemima 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 101    Helvellyn 77     Blencathra 75    

 

Happy New Year! 

Despite only being in school for three days this week, we’ve had lots of amazing learning 

happening in each class that we are looking forward to sharing with you in the first newsletter 

of 2022!  

 

Class 1 News 

 

We have had a brilliant first week back in Class 1! In 

our Science and Geography learning, we have been 

developing our understanding of weather. We 

investigated the weather outside using our noticing 

skills to observe what we could see and to begin to 

conduct different experiments, particularly linked to 

frost and ice. We discovered that, as the sun was 

shining, the ice was beginning to melt but in shaded areas, the ice was still 

evident. This prompted questions and discussions and also allowed us to 

share our own experiences and ideas: it was great to have the opportunity 

to explore the weather practically. We also developed our knowledge of 

weather symbols and Year 1 have been applying this understanding through 

the completion of a daily weather chart. 

 

 

 

In Maths in Year 1 we have been developing our 

knowledge of 2D shapes and have been sorting shapes 

into different groups based on their properties. In 

Reception and Nursery  Maths learning, we have been 

focusing on the numbers 4 and 5 and have been 

exploring different representations of these numbers, 

too. 
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In phonics, we have all been learning 

about alternative sounds and how they 

are represented in words. We looked at 

the letters we use to represent different 

sounds and- in Year 1- we have also 

been and sorting words based in the 

sounds they contain. 

 

We have also started to learn our new Talk for Writing 

story, ‘Can’t you sleep, little bear?’ We discussed the characters and the storyline and then drew 

pictures to represent something from the story. It was interesting to see how we had all been 

inspired by the story and to see how we had used our imagining skills to create a picture 

representation. We can’t wait to learn and explore the book more! 

 

This week, we also welcomed Amber into Nursery!  

 

 

Class 2 News  

 

What a busy week back in school we have had! In History, we have 

started our new topic looking at the Anglo-Saxons. We found out about the 

invasion by the ‘Scots and Picts’ on Britain and we discovered that the 

Anglo-Saxons were made up of the ‘Jutes, Angles and Saxons.’ As a class, 

we used our listening skills to carefully absorb all of the details about the 

invasion and try our hardesrt to recall the events. We had a go at writing a 

paragraph about what we had learnt using a map 

to help us.  Our finished pieces of writing were 

amazing with lots of details!  Next week, we will 

continue with our learning about this fascinating 

era.  
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In music, we have been continuing with our djembe drumming and we 

are beginning to understand rhythm better. We had a go at playing a 

long piece of music together in groups. First we listened to the leader, 

which was the computer, and then we had to create the same sounds 

back straight after the leader. 

Through lots of perseverance we got 

there in the end and it sounded 

really good. We have been focusing on the difference between 

high and low notes on the djembe and even moving onto 

notes where we need to take a rest and notes that we need to 

carry on to create a longer sound.  

   

This term we are 

studying the novel ‘The 

Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ by C.S Lewis and we 

have been reading the story in class. We took it turns to 

read some of the story and we enjoyed hearing each other 

read out loud. So far we have found the story very 

intriguing and we cannot wait to find out what happens 

next after they arrive in Narnia. We made some predictions 

as to what we 

think may happen in the story so we will have to 

see if we were accurate or not. A super busy 

week with lots of fun learning.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

On Friday, we began our first PSHE 

lesson of the year by setting ourselves 

our own personal targets for 2022. After 

discussing all of the different ways that 

we can look after our health and 

wellbeing, we set ourselves three targets: 

one for our learning outside of school, 

one for learning in school and one for 

our health or wellbeing. We made links 

to our Building Learning Power muscles (particularly linked to 

knowing how we learn best or what we need to try and do to 

be the best that we can be) as well our learning from last term 

linked to friendships, relationships and keeping safe online. 

We also started to keep a wellbeing diary that we will fill in 

over the next week: this will help us to explore the effects of 

exercise, online/ digital 

devices, positive relationships 

and the things that bring us 

joy. We also really enjoyed reading our new library books linked 

to feelings, emotions, mental wellbeing and our transition to 

secondary school. 

 

 

 

Our reading journals are going from strength-to-strength in Class 3, with so many of us reading 

for pleasure over the holidays. We’ve had lots of book talk, too, and it has been so wonderful to 

hear about all of the amazing books that we got for Christmas! We are also working really hard 

on our maths passports and we have already met lots of our targets- we are really enjoying 

challenging ourselves to be able to recall and use as many number facts as we possibly can and 

we’ve noticed just how much of a difference this makes in our maths learning!  
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In our maths lesson on Friday, we started to recap our fractions learning 

from before the Christmas holidays. We all really enjoyed rehearsing and 

using the vocabulary needed in this unit of 

learning, as well as recapping equivalent 

fractions, simplifying fractions, mixed 

numbers, fractions on a numberline and 

fractions of shapes. Some of us were so 

absorbed in what we were doing, that we 

decided to set our own challenges, problems 

or conjectures to solve and investigate!  

Earlier in the week with Mrs Arnold, we recapped our number, 

place value and calculations learning, too- this really helped us 

to retrieve all our maths facts and methods from before the 

holidays. We are all looking forward to stretching our maths 

learning and reasoning learning more, next week! 

 

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

What a lot of learning we have done already!  

 

In our literacy lessons so far, we have completed our Cold Writes. These are 

pieces of writing that we do independently at the start of a unit to see all 

the amazing things we can do and work out what we need to do next to 

improve our writing. We all enjoyed getting back into it and now have some 

excellent challenges to be working on this half term.  

 

Our class book this half term is ‘There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom’ by Lois Sachar. It is a tale 

of friendship and personal development and we’ve had some excellent fun so far working out the 

main character Bradley’s motivations, feelings and behaviour using drama.  

 

In maths, we have started off the term refreshing our arithmetic skills 

by going through all the operations we know so far and testing 

ourselves to try as many calculations as we 

can. We persevered to work through each 

problem and took on challenges when methods 

we know were applied in new contexts, for 

example multiplying fractions which some of 

us haven’t done yet!  

 

On Wednesday afternoon, we had an 

introduction to our new science topic of Evolution and Inheritance. We 

looked at the process of fossilisation and how fossils can give us 

information about life on Earth millions of years ago. We then made a whole class timeline to 

work out when the first evidence of different living things is from. We were all surprised by how 

dinosaurs were later than we thought in the 

history of life on Earth.  

 

We were then introduced to our art topic this 

term of anatomy. We looked at how artists, 

scientists and thinkers have admired the human 

form for thousands of years. We looked at art 

works from as far back as Ancient Greece- including sculptures, 

drawings and paintings through the ages- to notice, compare 

and contrast how the human body has been represented in art 

over time.  
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Finally, on Thursday afternoon we dove into our new history topic of Ancient Greece. First, we 

used our atlases to locate modern day Greece. From this, we could infer what the locality, 

climate and physical features would have been like in Ancient Greece and what this might have 

meant for the people and civilisation. We identified that it would have been a warm climate, 

which would be good for farming, with plenty of access to the sea for fishing and trading. We 

noticed how it was located close to other civilisations at the time 

and how they may have 

been able to invade others or 

trade with them. Making 

links to last term’s  

Geography topic, we looked 

closely at the topography 

and noticed that inland 

Greece is mountainous, so 

we speculated that the Ancient Greek city-states would 

have been located on the flatter land by the sea. We found out that our theories were correct as 

we compared  

the modern day maps with a map of Ancient Greece and noticed that many of the main cities in 

modern Greece would have been city-states in ancient times.  

Next, we looked at a timeline of the key events across the Ancient Greek period. We made so 

many links to what we already know about other time periods and we noticed a clear pattern of 

increasing influence up to the ‘Golden Age’ of the Classical period (500 BCE – 323 BCE), followed 

by a decline in power and influence before the Romans finally took control in 146BCE. One Year 

Six describe it as a rollercoaster!  
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Whole-school Weekly Wellbeing 

 

As the weather is very cold at the moment, we are using art to enhance 

our wellbeing (rather than gardening). 

This week, we explored [paintings by 

JMW Turner to explore how weather can 

be represented in different mediums and 

the mood that we can create. We practiced our colour mixing and 

blending skills, as well as 

making sure that we stretched 

our imitating learning muscle to imitate Turner’s style, whilst 

creating pictures of Hallbankgate. After exploring the moods of 

different paintings, we talked about words that we could use to 

describe how each painting made us feel and how these could 

also describe emotions and feelings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


