
 

Week beginning 3
rd

 July 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Joseph, Rory and Hannah 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  215    Helvellyn  201  Blencathra  176 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In maths in Reception this week, we have been securing 

our understanding of number bonds to 5. We have also 

been practising counting in 2s using objects and mark 

making to support us. We noticed that we were counting 

in even numbers when we were counting in 2s and also 

spotted lots of our doubles. We also continued to explore 

repeating patterns, extending our knowledge to create 

ABBC patterns, which were trickier but we enjoyed the 

challenge! In Nursery we have been exploring measuring 

height and developing our understanding of the 

mathematical vocabulary tall and short. We enjoyed 

comparing our own height to the heights of other objects 

and also ordering objects based on their height. We even 

measured the height of objects using wooden blocks.  

 

In phonics in Reception this week, we have been expanding our 

understanding of adjacent consonants. We are developing our confidence when segmenting and 

blending words containing adjacent consonants and will keep on building on these skills next 

week. In phonics in Nursery we have been peeling off and sticking stickers to the initial letter in 

our names to develop our fine motor skills and have also enjoyed splatting the letter we could 

hear the sound for. We also built on our Talk for Writing learning to create our own stories using 

our imagining skills and had fun describing and finding different farm animals. 
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Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning this week 

we have been exploring the Sikh holy book the Guru 

Granth Sahib. We noticed that there were similarities to 

other religious books we have explored and were intrigued 

about the special room the Guru Granth Sahib is stored at 

night.  

In our art and expressive arts and 

design learning, we focused on the 

artistic medium of paint this week, 

creating some wonderful seaside 

landscapes. We continued to imitate 

the work of Monet using large, 

sweeping brushstrokes which looked 

really effective.  

 

In our science and understanding the world learning this 

week, we explored the season of summer. We enjoyed 

looking for signs of summer in our outdoor learning 

environment, spotting 

buttercups, daisies and even 

some young swallows who 

are nesting and will 

hopefully fledge soon. We then changed our season tree to reflect 

the current season, summer. We added hand print leaves and 

flowers and it looks fantastic. 
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Class 2 News 

 

During our 

history learning 

this week, we 

have finally 

completed our 

explanation 

texts titled; Why 

did people want 

to fly? We added in the finishing touches of the conclusion drawing all of our main points 

together and then adding an illustration to our texts. We have persevered really hard over the 

past few weeks to produce really detailed explanation texts that follow the exact structure of 

other explanation texts and we ensured our writing would have a clear purpose of explaining 

something to 

others. Here are 

some finished 

examples, we 

are really proud 

of our hard 

work and the 

end results.  

   

  

As part of our 

maths learning this week, we have been creating 3D shapes with the multilink cubes and using 

our noticing skills to recreate the shapes that were in our maths booklets in Year 3. We had to 

carefully choose the correct number of cubes and make sure our 

3D shape matched the exact picture in the book. As well as 

creating 3D shapes, we had to be 3D shape detectives and find 

out the number of 

edges and vertices 

for each 3D 

shape. Some the 

shapes that we 

had to study 

were; cylinder, 

sphere, triangular 

based pyramid 

and a square 

based pyramid.  
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This week in our geography learning, we carried on comparing natural disasters and we 

specifically looked at the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79CE. We learnt that the eruption was 

caused by a destructive plate margin which linked to our learning about the different plate 

margins. When we were studying the eruption, we learnt all about ‘pyroclastic currents’ as we 

found out that there were many of these whilst Mount Vesuvius was erupting. A pyroclastic 

current happens when the column of a volcano collapses and it sends a wave of further ash 

and molten rock charging down to the nearest cities and towns causing mass devastation. We 

had a lengthy discussion comparing the eruption of Mount Vesuvius with the 2004 Boxing day 

Tsunami discussing the similarities and differences. Over the past few lessons, we have been 

looking at the Richter Scale and how geologists grade each earthquake. We learnt that it is no 

longer called the Richter Scale but they have a new system for monitoring the seismic waves 

called a Moment Magnitude Scale. We have also 

studied exactly how they use this special technology 

alongside other machinery to track and monitor the 

seismic waves under the different oceans to help 

protect people and warn them if they predict an 

earthquake is about to happen. This was 

fascinating to learn about and we watched some 

educational video clips to help us to understand 

earthquakes, volcanoes and the Moment Magnitude 

Scale as these are hard to imagine without some 

video clips to help us picture it.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

On Monday, we were thrilled to welcome Year 3 into 

our classroom as part of ‘Move up Morning’. With 

Year 6 having an excellent day at William Howard 

School, everyone in Years 3, 4 and 5 had the chance 

to try out being one school year older and we all 

really stepped up to the challenge! As is always the 

case in Class 3, we started the day with reading: 

however, not the VIPERS reading that we usually do. 

As we walked into the classroom, we were met with 

a table with two headings: Book 1 and Book 2. What 

could this be? Well, it wasn’t long before we were sat 

in our new seats comparing two books that we have 

recently read or enjoyed in the past. We had to record a range of details for ‘Book 1’  (such as 

title, author, character traits, setting, plot and genre) before doing the same for ‘ Book 2’, making 

sure that we were thinking about similarities between the two texts. Our final two tasks required 

us to use highlighters to identify the elements that were similar, before using a Venn Diagram to 

record the key details of each book. It was really interesting to compare which books everyone 

had chosen: some of us chose books by the same author,  some us chose books in a series or 

sequel and some of us chose books with a 

similar genre or feature (such as historical 

fiction or written in the first person). These book 

comparisons were interesting and we all enjoyed 

sharing our books and how they were similar or 

different: it also allowed us to introduce all of 

the ‘Book Talk’ that happens in Class 3 to our 

friends in Year 3, as well as how we can 

recommend books to one another - including our 

teachers! On Tuesday, we had an extra 

challenging task in Year 6 as we completed the 

same activity… but with THREE books!   
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In literacy, we have been working hard to finish and edit our hot writes 

based on a climate change event. It has been amazing to see the progress 

in our writing this year and how controlled and effective our narratives 

are. We all enjoyed using our toolkits to make sure that we had included 

all the key literary features and we have some very impressive stories. If 

you’d like to read them, we will be writing these up for our Flower Show 

entries which takes place in the Village Hall in September.  

 

As well as completing assessments this week, we have been working hard 

on our maths learning. In Year 6, we have been thinking ahead to the 

world of employment and have been solving problems about wages and how much can be 

earned before and after tax! It was quite the challenge! In Year 5, we have been working 

towards completing our learning based on units of measurement and their conversion between 

one unit and another. We have also been learning how to read time tables by working out which 

bus would be the best one to get or how long have been spent in lessons or watching certain 

television programmes. In Year 4, we have been learning all about reading tables, too, making 

links to our earlier fractions and place value learning. 

 

In our RE learning, we have been completing our non-chronological reports about how places of 

worship can support a community. 

Using examples from a range of 

religions, we have presented information 

based on charity, being kind, having 

good values and supporting others in 

need.  

 

 

 

In our design and technology learning over the last few weeks, we 

have been continuing to explore how pulleys work 

which - if we are entirely honest - has been 

frustrating! From the elastic bands slipping off the pulleys to trying to work out 

where to place the cells (batteries), we have had an awful lot of planning and 

revising to do! We’ve all had to adopt a ‘growth mindset’ approach to this, even 

when things were very tricky! As well as that, we have started to create our 

cardboard designs to make our cars look more like 

Victorian vehicles and they are starting to really 

take shape! 
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On Friday, we welcomed two Cumbria In Bloom judges to our school to assess our entry in the 

Schools Gardening category. We were a little nervous but quietly confident that we have 

enhanced the range of plants in our school since our Gold Award last year, as well as having 

had quite a productive vegetable garden. Our wildlife garden is also a lot more diverse this year 

(having added new plants and seeds last year) and we have all enjoyed eating lettuce, potatoes, 

carrots, herbs and chutney that we have grown. The vegetable garden is currently quite full and 

we are looking forward to enjoying the potatoes, baby corn, lettuce, green beans and tomatoes 

that we have planted. We’ll find out about how we have done in the Schools Gardening Award 

next term. Fingers crossed! 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we moved on with our geography learning to find out about polar 

biomes. It was an exciting moment for Year 6 as this marked the final terrestrial biome in their 

learning – completing their world biome map that they’ve been learning about biome by biome 

over the past 3 years! It was a good chance for use to recap all our world map knowledge, 

including latitude and longitude – ask us about it, we’re experts now! Then we went on to use 

our biome and climate maps to identify what characteristics the polar biome might have. We 

decided that it’s latitude would mean that it was cold all year round, that plants wouldn’t grow 

because of the temperatures and periods of no sunlight and that animals would have to be 

adapted to survive in the harsh conditions. We even thought about how many animals would 

live under the ice in the water as this would be warmer than on land. Next, we linked our 

learning on climate change to the effect it is having on the polar biome. We looked at 3 satellite 

images of the same glacier in Greenland over 40 years and noticed how it has shrunk 

dramatically. We learned how this affects sea levels, temperatures and currents. Finally, we 

looked at some climate graphs to make observations about polar climates. We also looked at a 

chart that showed the daylight hours at the South Pole. Using these we were able to draw 

conclusions about the characteristics of the polar biomes of the world.  

 

In science this week, we have continued with our 

learning about forces. This week’s focus was air 

resistance. First, we looked at 

two track cyclists one from 

1984 and one from 2020 - 

we made observations about 

the design of their bikes, 

helmets and their body 

position and compared the 

two to spot any changes. We 

noticed that the shape of the 

bike and helmet had changed dramatically 

and started to work out why this might be. 
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Words like aerodynamic were used, although we were not quite sure what this meant at this 

stage. Next, we went outside with an A3 piece of paper. In pairs, we walked, jogged and ran 

with the paper between us. We noticed a pushing force that acted on the paper that felt stronger 

the faster we went – we discovered this is air resistance! We then folded our paper in half 

between each run and discovered the air resistance decreased as the size of the paper decreased. 

After break, we put our knowledge about air resistance into practise with a whole class 

comparative investigation. We looked at how air resistance would affect a piece of paper that 

was flat, compared with scrunched up. We identified our variables and what we will measure - 

designing our test to make it fair and made our predictions based on our knowledge about air 

resistance, speed and surface area. We then dropped each piece of paper 3 times, timing each 

drop so that we could take an average and discovered that the scrunched-up paper fell a lot 

faster than the flat piece. We were able to explain that this was because the scrunched-up paper 

had a smaller surface area, and therefore was less impacted by air resistance; enabling it to fall 

to the ground quicker! Next week, we’re going to use this test model to design our own 

investigations on water resistance!  

 

Swimming 

This week we brought all of our swimming skills together for our final assessments. This meant 

we were all put through our paces to test out what we can do. We had to swim lengths on our 

fronts and backs, as well as showing we could climb out safely and float on our 

backs. Some of us went into the deep end for the very first time which was a bit 

scary but we all gave it a brilliant go! We have all progressed so much since the 

start of our lessons and our confidence in the water really showed! We are 

looking forward to our final session next week. 

 

Did you see us in the newspaper last week? If not, you can read the article here:  
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School Tea Towels and Bags 

Our fantastic school tea towels and bags have arrived, just in 

time for the Community Fete this Saturday!  We are so pleased 

with our lovely designs.  They will be available for sale at the 

Fete, but also anytime after that in school.  If you would like 

to order one, please drop a message on the Scholarpack app.   

Tea towels £3.50  Bags £5.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Fete - 8
th

 July 2023 

We would love to see as many of you as possible 

at our Community Summer Fete on Saturday 8
th

 

July 2023.  It’s not just for our school community, 

but for anyone who would like to come along and 

join in the fun.  So, spread the word, and let’s 

showcase our fantastic school to as many people 

as we can. 

We are still looking for donations for the Home 

Baking Stall, and also for the New to You Stall 

(including books to help keep our love of reading 

going!). These can be brought into school next 

week (end of the week for baking please). If 

anyone is free to help on the day we would be 

very grateful, please speak to anyone at school or 

any members of the Parent and Friends 

Association.  Thank you! 
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Summer Reading Challenge 

2023  

It’s Summer Reading Challenge time again!  

This year the theme is Ready, Set, Read!  

So, join us as we get into reading, get 
active and enjoy a whole new Summer 
Reading Challenge. 

For more information visit: 
 
The Reading Agency Summer Reading 
Challenge website 
 
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/  
 
 
Cumberland Libraries Summer Reading 
Challenge 
 
https://legacy.cumberland.gov.uk/libraries/summerread.asp 
 
Signing up is free, you just need to be a library member (which is also free!)  

The Challenge is simple; read whatever you like over the summer holidays to receive incentives and 
a certificate once you have completed the Challenge. You can read fiction, fact books, poetry, joke 
books, picture books or graphic novels. Audiobooks and eBooks can also be used to complete the 
Challenge and Cumberland Libraries Borrowbox service is a great way to get free access to eBooks 
and eAudiobooks.  

The Summer Reading Challenge begins on 15th July and ends in the middle of September, so there 
is plenty of time over the summer to borrow and read 6 books and come into the library to tell us what 
you have read. You can also access extra content online at the Summer Reading Challenge website, 
and make sure to check out Cumberland Libraries Facebook pages for activities both online and in 
the library. 

All completers of the Challenge will be entered into a 
prize draw for a Kindle eReader generously provided 
by the Cumberland Building Society. 

 

 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://legacy.cumberland.gov.uk/libraries/summerread.asp
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New for summer 2023: Street 
Tag points can also be 
collected when visiting the 
library.  

 

(Mini Challenge 0-3 years, 
Main Challenge 4-11 years) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


