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Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  214    Helvellyn  229   Blencathra  201 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception)  

 

In our maths learning in both Nursery and 

Reception this week, we have been exploring 

grouping. In Nursery, we have been grouping 

based on different properties, such as colour, 

shape and size. We explored grouping using a 

range of different objects 

including shapes, buttons 

and coloured rubber objects. In maths in 

Reception, we focused on the concepts of sharing 

and grouping in order to create equal groups. We 

used a range of different resources to support us 

and had to carefully work out if groups could be 

shared equally or not.  

 

In phonics in Nursery, we have enjoyed using our 

listening skills to play a noisy lotto game and describing different 

sounds using sock shakers. Some of the older Nursery children have 

also been playing swat the letter and I 

spy using their phonics skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, we 

began exploring our new story, Owl 

Babies. We enjoyed listening to the 

story and then identifying how the owl babies’ feelings changed throughout the 

story. We also discussed some of the language in the story, thinking of definitions 

and alternatives for some of the vocabulary. We also enjoyed generating some 

actions to help us to learn the story orally. 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning, we continued our learning about animals: 

this week focusing on our first animal classification 

group, mammals. We learnt about some of the 

different characteristics of mammals and were 

interested to discover that we are mammals too! We 

learnt about which different animals are categorised 

as mammals and were surprised to learn about 

aquatic mammals such as whales and dolphins. 

 

In our history and understanding the world learning, we were learning 

about Queen Victoria. We looked at images of Queen Victoria, predicting that 

she was a Queen from ‘the olden days’ based on the images explored. We 

then explored a range of different images from throughout Queen Victoria’s 

life from her childhood through to when she was elderly. It was interesting 

to place the images in chronological order using our reasoning and 

questioning skills to work out where the images needed to be placed. 

 

In our design technology and expressive arts and design learning 

we started a new challenge requiring our sewing skills, making 

stuffed animal toys. This week we focused on research and 

design, deciding on the animal we wanted to focus on. We then 

researched our chosen animal and 

created designs to support us in 

how we wanted our animals to 

look. The designs look fantastic and 

we cannot wait to create our paper patterns and begin sewing 

soon! 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In Class 2 this week, we have been working hard in literacy to identify word families, including 

root words, prefixes, suffixes and their morphology! Just like we do in maths, we had to find 

what was the same or different, or match words to their definitions. In Year 3, we have been 

extending this learning to learn the meaning of the prefixes anit-, super-, auto- and inter-; 

using words including these prefixes in sentences.  
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We had housepoints galore on Thursday in maths, as we tackled lots of tricky mathematical 

challenges! Learning about position and direction in Year 1, we have been applying our fractions 

knowledge to identify whether something had turned a full turn, half turn or quarter turn and 

have started to learn how to tell the difference between left and right. In Year 2, we have been 

clocks to help us tell the time past the hour and to the next hour, using rhymes and songs to 

help us when we are unsure and – in Year 3 – we have been learning how to calculate fractions 

of amounts. To help us, we drew bar models for each question, so that we could identify what 1 

part would be worth, before multiplying 

that by the numerator that we were given. 

Examples of what we had to do include 

7/8 of £35 or 3/4 of 60 –  1/2 of £18. 

With so much resilience shown, the 

housepoint jars had many more tokens 

added! Great job, Class 2!  

 

In our music learning, we have started to 

play the glockenspiels! After exploring the 

different notes and keys, we learnt how to 

play a piece of music called, ‘Easy E’. 

Working in pairs, we each took turns to play section one or section two, making sure that we 

were staying in time, playing the correct note and playing the right number of notes! Phew! 

What a lot of hard work! It sounded great and we can’t wait for 

next week. 

 

Finally, in our science learning, we have concluded that plants do 

indeed need light to grow and to thrive! Having made observations 

for the last time on our plants from the windowsill, library and 

cupboard, we worked out what the results showed and why that 

might be- we were very surprised to see how weak and wilted the 

plants from the cupboard were 

and worked out that, without 

light, these plants could not 

make their own food. As well as 

this, we started a new investigation to find out about how 

much water plants need and whether or not they need soil to 

grow. We are definitely super scientists!  
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Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield)  

 

This week during our maths learning in Year 1, we 

have been completing consolidation cards for our 

learning all about fractions. We had to stretch our 

problem-solving skills and explain the answers with 

reasons. In Year 2, we have been busy completing our 

SATs papers and we are all proud of each other! In 

Year 3 we have been learning all about unit fractions 

of a set of objects for example we had to work out 

questions like; what is 1/3 of 12? We used the Base Ten to help us to make the amount and then 

split the amount into the correct number of groups. Next, we moved onto non-unit fractions of 

an amount for example we had to work out what is 2/3 of 18? We collaborated together to work 

out 1/3 of 18 and then we multiplied our answer by 2 to find out 2/3 of 18.  

 

During our geography lessons, we have been exploring our 

model text explaining why the continent of Antarctica is not 

inhibited. We watched a fascinating video of a young 

explorer visiting Antarctica and he explained in lots of 

detail why humans could not permanently live there, 

alongside showing us the beautiful sites and animals that 

are found there. We studied the model text and unpicked the 

features which made it an explanation text, discussing 

these in detail. Once we had looked at the features of the text we started to create our own 

explanation texts to explain why Antarctica is not inhibited. We 

will be innovating on the model text to use our newly learnt 

knowledge to create our very own explanation texts. It was 

great to have different sources of evidence to help us learn all 

about Antarctica such as; the video clip, books in class and our 

model text.  

 

In our phonics learning this week, we have been learning the 

spelling rule to add ‘ful’ to the end of words. We used our 

noticing skills to find the root word and then read the new word 

once the ‘ful’ had been added on. Examples we studied were; 

fear becomes fearful, forget becomes forgetful, joy becomes 

joyful and pain becomes painful. In Year 1 in our phonics 

learning, we played a pairs game where we had to match the 

polysyllabic words to the pictures.  
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This week in our history, we have been learning 

all about Marie Curie and who she was, what 

she achieved, how she changed the world and 

what makes her a very significant person in 

history. After learning all about Marie Curie, her 

life and achievements, we created a piece of 

writing about her which included lots of details 

about her career and how she discovered the 

elements radium and polonium. These discoveries 

went on to change the world for the better and 

she helped to develop radioactivity which is still 

used today (radiotherapy) to treat cancer patients. We learnt that if Marie Curie alongside her 

husband Pierre had not have discovered these elements then many people would have died and 

the x-ray machine may not have been created.  

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In Class 3 this week, we have started our new class text, River Boy. So far, we have been 

intrigued to find out about why grandpa is so stubborn and the mystery 

around his painting. We can’t wait to find out more! 

 

In our RE learning this week, we have been exploring the religion of Sikhism 

and the main principles within this religion. At the beginning of the lesson, we 

listened to samples of music typically played within Sikh gurdwaras and 

talked about how it might make people feel. Despite not being in English, we 

commented on how the music was quite calming and that it was full of rich 

tones and instruments. We then found out about how the Sikh community 
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contributes to the wider communities in which they live and the principles behind their religion. 

We made links to the other religions that we have studied and compared and contrasted what 

was the same and what was different, 

 

In our DT learning, we are getting ever-closer to creating 

our Tudor banquet! This week, we recapped the types of 

foods that would have been available to a typical Tudor 

household and then annotated our lists with foodstuffs 

that are readily available today. Following this, we used 

extracts from the 1500s and 1600s to explore a range of 

recipes, including pottage, meat stew, salmon en-croute 

and honey cakes. We found it 

fascinating that some recipes 

were similar to the ones we 

cooked last year in our Roman DT project (such as the stewed pears 

and the honey cake) and discussed why this might have been. This 

made links to our geography learning about trade and transport, as 

well as the climate and where things grow. By the end of the lesson, 

we had a range of recipes that we want to cook and taste by the end 

of term, so many, in-fact, that we 

had to vote for our favourite! The 

only stipulation was that there had 

to be a balance of ingredients so that all food groups were 

included, i.e. we couldn’t just choose the sweets items (even 

though many Tudor recipes contained sugar- even the savoury 

dishes!). Over the next few weeks, we’ll use our maths skills 

to scale up (or down) each recipe (so that there is enough for 

us all to taste!) and work out how much it will all cost.  

 

Finally, in PE, we have continued our Sports Day preparations. We are nearly through all of the 

activities that we need to practise and, in Year 6, we have started to practise taking the scores so 

that Sports Day runs smoothly! 

 

Class 3 News Mrs Arnold 

 

What a brilliant first week back! We’ve had a busy week packed full of learning. In maths, in 

Year 4 we have been learning about shape and practising for our multiplication check. This has 

required a lot of perseverance to work through and apply all our times table knowledge. In Year 

5, we’ve been learning about position and direction. This has included translating shapes, using 

coordinates and learning about lines of symmetry and reflection. In Year 6 we have started some 
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project work, using real life contexts to apply all our amazing maths skills. This week has 

included shopping, baking and planning where to travel based on climate.  

 

In our reading VIPERS this week, we’ve been 

practising our retrieval, inference, prediction and 

summarising skills using a non-fiction text about 

mountains. It was interesting applying what we know 

about inference in fiction texts to a non-fiction text. It was 

tempting to just look for the fact but we had to 

challenge ourselves to use the information given to work 

out the answer to the questions. Our literacy lessons this 

term are going to be based on our new class text River 

Boy by Tim Bowler. While we get into the story for a couple of weeks, we are learning how to 

write a biography. This week has seen us analyse our model text to identify the techniques 

authors use to write interesting and engaging biographies and we’ve started work building up 

our knowledge, vocabulary and topic sentences to enable us to write our own biographies next 

week about Queen Elizabeth I, who we have been learning about in our history lessons.  

 

An exciting parcel was left in our classroom on Wednesday. It 

had a warning written on it which was intriguing but a bit 

concerning. It warned of dangerous content: impossible 

creatures, daring adventure and shocking plot twists. No one 

was sure whether or not we should open it but by the middle 

of the afternoon the mystery got too enticing and we had to 

open it. Inside was a brand-new copy of Katherine Rundell’s 

newest book Impossible Creatures, inside of which was a 

special handwritten message to us written by the author herself. We 

now have a long list of children wanting and waiting their turn to 

read this exciting treasure of a book!  

 

In our history learning this week, we have 

delved deeper into the Tudor Period by 

looking at the Elizabethan Era. By looking 

at lots of different pieces of evidence 

we learned about the cultural, religious 

and political features of the time. We 

learned that the Elizabethan Era is 

often referred to as a Golden Age, so 

we used the evidence we had to decide 
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whether or not we think this was an accurate reflection of the time.  

 

Swimming 

 

It was drowning prevention week this week so we learned about 

where and when it is safe to swim and what to do if we found 

someone in trouble in water or if we got into trouble ourselves. 

We practised treading water and lying on our backs in a star 

float. Next week we will be doing more to develop our water 

safety skills and will need to bring some old clothes with us to 

wear in the session.  
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Bio-blitz project 

On Friday, we launched a brand-new project that will help us to 

identify the diversity within out school grounds, supported by Kathy 

Arthur and the Fellfoot Forward. This week, we had our special 

launch assembly and found out about what we will be learning 

about over the next few weeks, as well as how we 

will bring this learning altogether. We were very 

excited to hear that we will be using art to capture and record 

everything that we find, culminating in a whole-school 

collaboration, inspired by the work of Kurt Jackson. This 

week, we explored our school pond to see what had made its 

home in our wildlife garden. Using paints and pencils, we 

then created a small painting that will become part of the 

larger display. We’ll be working on this over the coming weeks 

and you’ll be able to see the finished project at the end of term. We’ll let you 

know more nearer the 

time! A huge thank you 

to Kathy and Lisa for 

leading this first 

session. 
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A HUGE thank you to everyone for their generous bottle tombola donations, too.  

We hope to see you on Sunday 16
th

 June for our community fete. There are more details attached.  
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