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Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  99    Helvellyn  107     Blencathra  92   
 

Class 1 News 
 
This week in Class 1, we have been exploring changes throughout history. 
We investigated how toys have changed over time; looking at images of 
different toys from the 1900s and contrasted this with the toys we enjoy 
playing with ourselves. It was interesting to see which toys were still 
popular now but also key changes, such as the use of lights and sounds 

within many toys we have, alongside the heightened use 
of technology. We also enjoyed talking about and sharing 
our own favourite toys and reflecting on why they are so 
special to us.  
 
In maths in Reception this week, we have been extending our knowledge of 
teen numbers and counting up to and back from 20. We have been using lots 
of different mathematical resources to support us, including Numicon, tens 
frames and number/ picture cards. In maths in Nursery, we have been 
developing our counting skills and enjoyed using a large number line to jump 

along as we counted to 10. In maths in Year 1, we have been developing our understanding 
of grouping and doubling and have been practising creating arrays. After grouping objects, 
we have then been identifying different number facts linked to the 
group. 
 
In phonics in Year 1 this week, we have been exploring alternative ‘I’ 
sounds and how ‘I’ can be represented in lots of different ways. We 

have then been applying this knowledge when 
forming different words, too. In Reception in 
phonics, we have been writing CVC words, as well 
as reading sentences containing CVC words. In 
Nursery, we have been completing some big 
drawing outside on the chalk wall and have been exploring different 
movements using our bodies, which are all important pre-writing skills 
to learn and develop! 
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In Religious Education, we have enjoyed listening to stories from different religions and, this 
week, explored religious stories from Sikhism. We identified that the stories supported the 

notion of kindness and helping other people, regardless of who they 
are. This built upon our learning from last week, where we explored 
stories from Buddhism. In these stories, there 
was an emphasis on caring for animals and 
showing respect to animals too. 
We had a great time creating colour wheels 
this week! Using primary colours, we then 
mixed the secondary colours ourselves and it 
was brilliant to see how the colours changed 
when mixed. After mixing the different 
colours we then filled in our colour wheel. 
 
 

 
 
Class 2 News 
 
In our Maths learning this week, we have 
been learning about position and direction. 
We have been stretching our collaboration 
muscles, working with a partner to create a 
track to successfully manoeuvre the BeeBots 
around.  We also made links between maths 
and computing, as we had to program the 
BeeBot, telling it where we wanted it to go.  

 
In our Literacy learning this week, we have 
been continuing with our class story of 
Meerkat Mail.  We have been building on our 
learning from last week, using the adjectives 
from our class ‘magpie wall’. We have also 

been stretching our 
imagining learning muscle by writing 
speech that the main character might say.  
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In our art learning this half term, we 
are exploring expressionism and, this 
week, we have been learning about the 
artist Henri Matisse. We started our 
lesson by learning about some of his 
work, before stretching our imitation 
muscles to create our own pictures 
based on his famous 
artwork ‘The Snail’. 

 
This week in our geography learning, we have been 
continuing our learning about the oceans. We stretched our 
collaboration muscles, working with a partner to research 

the physical features of the oceans, 
before stretching our listening 
learning muscles as we shared with 
the class the things that we had found out! 
 
In History this week we have been learning about 
Rosa Parks and we were all fascinated to learn 
about her story. We made links to PSHE and 
talked about discrimination and how people 

would feel to be treated in the way Rosa Parks was treated.  
 
 
 
 
Class 3 News- Miss Hutton 
 
In PE on Tuesday, we all really impressed Ric with the 
improvements that we had made in cricket- 
particularly our bowling skills that we have worked 

on in the last few lessons. 
Despite the hail shower 
that was so heavy that the 
playground was completely white, we applied our skills to games of 
diamond cricket and challenged ourselves to bowl, bat and catch 
accurately, as well as use our knowledge of tactical play and 
spatial awareness. 
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In maths this week, we have continued to le arn about area. To help us remember the difference 
between area and perimeter (as well as how to calculate both), we have been working really 

hard on our recall and ‘call and answer’ of key vocabulary. This 
week, we have all been learning how to find the area of 
compound shapes too, using our knowledge of numbers to 
calculate missing sides on our shapes. We 
really enjoyed this challenge and really 
stretched our reasoning muscles to explain 
and prove the length of the missing sides. 
As with our fractions learning, we are 
enjoying using all of the tools for learning 
in our maths area in the classroom, so 
much so that some of us have asked for a 

maths area in the outdoor learning environment! 
 
In literacy this week, we have completed our ‘warm’ writes, creating an 
innovation of our model text. For our warm writes, we discussed whether or not children 
should be able to have biscuits as a snack at break time; identifying and discussing the 
reasons for and against. We have all made such an improvement from our cold writes and our 
discussion texts are filled with generalisations, comparative language and developed arguments 
and reasons. We are looking forward to completing our hot writes, next week! 
 

 In literacy, we have also been enjoying listening to Tom’s Midnight 
Garden and exploring the themes and mysteries in our shared 
reading lesson. Using VIPERS (Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, 
Explanation, Retrieval and Summarise), we discussed the mood in 
the chapters that we read this week and made predictions about the 
ending of the story, making links to the  things that we had read. To 
help us, we all used our tablets to access an electronic version of the 
text, meaning that we could develop our skim-reading skills, too! 
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This week is the first week in our Bright Stars campaign! On 
Friday, we started to develop the ‘jobs’ and responsibilities that 
we will need to take on in order to complete our project. We 
also took photographs and videos to submit as part of the 
judging process. In this lesson, we thought carefully about 
which Building Learning Power muscles we would be 
stretching, as well as using the TASC wheel to plan out what 
we needed to do.  

 
 

 
 
Class 3 News- Mrs Arnold 

This week in Class 3 Science, we 
started our new topic on the 
classification of living things and 
their habitats. We learned about the 

work of 
Carl 
Linnaeus and how he created the system that scientists use all over 
the world to classify and identify species of living things. We learned 
a lot of new vocabulary including the names the of taxonomic 
categories: Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus and 
Species. It was amazing to see that our pet dogs are so closely 
related to wolves that they share nearly all the categories! Next, it 

was our turn! In groups, we stretched our noticing and making links muscles to classify a wide 
range of living things, from oak trees to penguins. At first, we only had photos to go by, so we 
had to look closely to find common characteristics. Then, we were given the scientific 
classification for each living thing which enabled us to group our photos more accurately by 
matching organisms that shared the same kingdom, phylum and class. This left us with 
distinct groups such as mammals, reptiles and types of flowering plants.  
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In history this week in Class 3, we brought our topic on the Vikings to a close with an active 

exploration of the events of 1066. After a quick recap and some timeline 
work over the key dates and events of the Viking era in Britain, we set 
about a dramatic re-enactment of 
one of the most momentous years in 
English History. We learned how the 
death of King Edward the Confessor 
caused a problem for England! He 
had left no heir to the crown and 
there were three men that thought it 
was rightly theirs. After electing our 
three contestants for the English 

crown, we set about re-enacting the drama that ensued.  
We learned about the brave 
Viking who held off Harold’s troops at Stamford Bridge, as well as 
finding out that he was eventually killed from underneath, leading to 
the demise of Harald Hardrada. We concluded that it would have been 
wise for King Harold to have rested his troops and bring in 
reinforcements before facing William of Normandy in Hastings but 
unfortunately, he didn’t have our counsel at the time, so he ploughed 
on with his exhausted men into another battle. We learned of William’s 
cunning tricks which led to Harold’s downfall and William’s eventual 
claiming of the English crown. It was a very exciting lesson, and a 
very exciting year in the history books!  
 
 

 
Collective Worship 
On Thursday we started to think about the ways in which we can 
help ourselves and others feel good. This week we focused on thinking 
positively about ourselves by finishing the sentences: ‘I can…’. ‘I 
have…’ and ‘I am…’. We learned how we could then apply this thinking 
to help us when we are finding things tricky or when we come across challenges. This linked to 
our collective worship assembly on Tuesday, where we were thinking about showing kindness 
towards others and how this makes them (and us) feel. 
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After School Clubs 
We are making lots of progress in gardening club! We have been 
clearing and weeding the flower beds, vegetable garden, wildlife 
garden and plant pots, as well as working hard to clear the paths 
that we created last year. Once they were cleared, we covered the 
paths in woodchip and bark chippings; raking it flat so that it was 
fit for purpose. We have also been working together to weave the 
willow into interesting shapes. Well done, everyone!  
We all enjoyed our sports After School Club with Ric, too. This 
week, we began tennis!  Thank you, Ric! 
 


