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Learners of the Week: EVERYONE! 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  36    Helvellyn  34     Blencathra  31 

 

On Tuesday, we welcomed two special visitors to our school who wanted to find out about all of 

the teaching and learning that happens in our school. We are incredibly proud of all the children 

for sharing so much of their learning journey with the inspectors and our inspection report will 

be sent to all parents once it has been published. We’d like to pass on our thanks to all parents 

who completed the parent questionnaire and spoke to the inspectors at the school gates, too.  

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

What a busy week we have had this week in Class 1! We have continued to develop our learning 

through play within our indoor and outdoor 

environment; particularly exploring our space 

small world toys to act out the moon landing 

and enhance our understanding of space 

exploration. 

 

In our maths learning in Reception, we have 

been developing our understanding of sorting 

and grouping objects based on different 

characteristics. We applied our learning by 

grouping buttons and playing the guess my rule 

game in which we had to carefully identify the rule that had been applied and then add more 

objects using the rule. We have also been developing our subitising skills, particularly focusing 

on number representations up to 3. Our maths learning has also provided us with the 

opportunity to practice using different resources such 

as five frames to work out how many objects we 

have in a practical and visual way. In maths 

learning in Nursery, we have continued to focus on 

our sorting skills. We particularly enjoyed using the 

story ‘A Squash and a Squeeze’ by Julia Donaldson 

to explore more and less and it was really effective 

using the different animals from the story to visually 

demonstrate that with every animal added the 

number increased. 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

In our phonics learning in Reception, we have 

continued to consolidate our blending skills and have 

been focusing on enhancing our segmenting skills too. 

We have also continued to learn different letters 

alongside their corresponding sounds and have found 

the new actions and phrases to be really useful in 

securing our knowledge. We then applied our 

understanding using phonic cubes and latter 

matching activities. In nursery, we have been 

developing our listening skills, undertaking a listening walk and also playing listening lotto 

games. We are trying to really focus on sounds and carefully matching sounds together. 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

This week we were introduced to the character KS who forms part of our 

KidSafe learning, designed to support us in recognising different ways in 

which we can keep ourselves safe. In our first session, we focused around 

different ways in which we already stay safe including road safety and 

bike safety and also discussed what the word trust meant to us. It was 

really interesting to have the opportunity to discuss what trust represented 

and have the opportunity to take part in different trust exercises with our 

friends. 

 

In our art and expressive arts and design learning, 

we have continued to enhance our knowledge of 

colours and the changing of colours by creating a 

colour wheel. It was great fun to mix the primary 

colours to create our secondary colours and our 

colours wheels look amazing! 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, we 

have started to focus on the religious festival Diwali, looking at images to work out what the 

festival represents and how it is celebrated. We look 

forward to learning more and exploring creatively next 

week! We also continued to develop our understanding 

of the Harvest festival by drawing different fruits and 

vegetables using chalk pastels and oil pastels.  
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In our history and understanding the world learning, 

we have continued to learn about the first moon 

landing. This week we focused on the olive branch 

which was taken and left on the surface of the 

moon, which was a symbol of peace. We considered 

what the word peace meant and the importance of 

this gesture when exploring a brand-new place. We 

also made links to other explorers who undertook 

voyages into the unknown such as Christopher 

Columbus, making comparisons between the similarities and differences in 

the different time eras. After learning about the olive branch and what it 

represented we then had the opportunity to create our own olive branches 

using pipe cleaners to carefully bend, shape and mould into our chosen 

shape. 

 

 

Paired reading: 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone)  

 

This week in our maths lessons, we have been learning 

about fact families and using our noticing skills to complete 

different fact families. As part of the lessons this week, we 

have had a focus on 

using actions for each 

mathematical symbol to 

help us to remember 

each of them. We had a 

great discussion about each mathematical symbol and what 

they meant, including 

all of the terms that are 

used for each. Next 

week, we will 

continue to recall these 

and embed this 

knowledge to become 

better mathematicians.  

  

 

During our history 

lesson this week, we started a historical enquiry, ‘Who was 

the Cheddar Man?’ We made predictions for who we 

thought he might be and came up with reasons why. A 

running theme was that he was something to do with cheese! After making predictions, we came 

up with questions that we wanted to find out about Cheddar Man. In small groups, we wrote 

down our ideas on big sheets of paper and collaborated to come up with some good questions to 

investigate. Making links, we had a brilliant discussion around how we thought he was from 

the Stone Age and how he may have been from the Palaeolithic period of the Stone Age. We 

decided on what sources of evidence we would use to investigate our questions. After that, we 

watched a short video clip and we discovered that the Cheddar Man was a man from the 

Mesolithic period within the Stone Age and he was 

found in Goughs Cave, Cheddar, Somerset... so he 

was nothing to do with cheese this was just the name 

of the place he was found! We will continue with our 

historical enquiry next week and look forward to 

finding out the answers to our questions.  

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

In our phonics learning this week, we have been focusing on 

segmenting and blending words and trying to ‘read with 

speed’ using our phonics knowledge. We are really enjoying 

our new phonics learning and enjoy doing all of the actions. 

This week we have been learning the same sound but with 

different spellings; ore, or, au and aw. We noticed that they 

sound the same but look different. After looking at the 

spellings we practised the new words on our mini 

whiteboards and 

produced some excellent 

spellings. We segmented 

each word and used our 

reading memory to write 

them down. 

 

   

 

During computing this week, we have been looking at barcodes and scanners. We looked at 

examples of different barcodes and why they are on items. In small groups, we collaborated to 

play shops we had to use our noticing skills to match the correct barcode with the correct item. 

One person was the shop keeper with the items, scanner and till. The other person was the 

customer and had a pot of fake money. This was cross curricular learning because we had to 

count out the correct change for the items we purchased before taking them to the shop keeper to 

be scanned and paid 

for. We found this 

lesson very fun and we 

now have a better 

understanding of why 

items have barcodes on 

them.  
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This week in our art learning, we have continued with our 

printing project and we used our polystyrene tiles to produce 

beautiful prints in our art sketch books. We carefully rolled 

the printing block ink onto our tiles using the special rollers 

and then used the dry roller to roll along the back of the tile 

to firmly press down so that it created a print. Miss Hutton 

came into see our artwork and we enjoyed explaining to her 

what our pictures represented and why we had chosen the 

colours we did for our prints. Our prints look so beautiful 

and we are really proud of them! 
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

In our literacy learning this week, we have continued to develop our 

understanding of how we can develop character in our stories, as well a pre-

learning activity for our next book focused on developing settings. On Monday, 

we explored images of Manaus and the rainforest to develop our figurative 

language and apply our knowledge of fronted adverbial phrases, relative 

clauses and different sentence lengths. We then used these images to further-

explore how we could develop our main characters: for example, by describing 

the setting, we can show how the character is feeling. This linked closely to 

our guided reading questions, too, so we had lots of opportunities to explore new ways of 

applying our learning, as well as understanding the impact of different features. From Tuesday 

onwards, we focused on writing our hot-write stories. This also 

gave us the opportunity to stretch our meta-learning learning 

muscle as we had to reflect on how we learn best: some of us 

decided to move to a different learning space in our school; some 

of us gathered photographs of our washing-line toolkits to help us 

and some of us decided that it 

would be better to write our 

stories in as much detail as 

possible, before going back and editing what we had written. 

It was interesting to note how different (and similar) our 

learning strategies were. 

In our maths learning this week, 

we have finished our place value 

unit of learning! In Year 4 and Year 5, we started the week by 

consolidating what we know about rounding numbers and applying 

these rules to a range of different numbers. This gave us further 

opportunities to read and write numbers of increasing size, too. By 

the end of the week, we had also applied all of our place value 

learning to solve a range of problems and stretch our arithmetic 

skills to answer a range of arithmetic questions. In Year 6, we 

have been exploring number: particularly factors. We have all 

really enjoyed solving these problems and stretching our 

reasoning learning muscle to prove why a number is or isn’t a 

factor of another number. We have also been applying this 

learning in a range of problem-solving games. Some were quite 
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challenging and required us to do lots of thinking and discussion, whereas others allowed us to 

explore numbers and make our own connections.  

After learning about the Jewish festival of Rosh Hashanah a couple of weeks ago (as this 

festival was celebrated at the end of September), this week, we have been learning about the 

Christian festival of Harvest. Using our knowledge of this festival, time of year and things that 

we are grateful for, we started to come up with ideas for list poems at the beginning of the 

week. After creating an initial list of ideas, we then began to 

apply our literacy learning to enhance them with figurative 

language: this included adjective, similes, metaphors, 

hyperboles, personification and alliteration.  

In our French learning this week, we have been recapping and 

consolidating what we know so far. This included all of the 

different types of weather that we know, as well as our 

knowledge of numbers and counting. This is in preparation for 

our new unit, which is all about telling the time. We are continuing to 

describe the weather (in French) 

when it changes and we are all 

really enjoying having the 

opportunity to describe so many 

different types of weather! 

In our design and technology 

learning, we have started to explore 

patterns and designs linked to Mayan textiles. Imitating the designs that 

we have seen on artefacts and currently available products, we created some plans before 

starting to practise our weaving skills and make some paper prototypes. We had 

to really stretch our planning learning muscle to work out which piece of paper 

went where and we could hear lots of ‘under, over, under, over’ or ‘over 1, under 

2’ as we carefully weaved the paper. This is 

helping us to visualise and understand how 

different patterns are created: we are looking 

forward to more of this next week!  

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

On Tuesday afternoon in Class 3, we looked at how we can 

find out about the past, especially the very distant past, by 

exploring different types of evidence. We looked at several 

different sources of evidence including pictures, objects, 

buildings and writing and thought carefully about what each 

type could tell us about the past. Mrs Arnold asked us which 

type of evidence we thought was most useful for finding out 

about the past. We all had lots of ideas and discussed them in 

our groups. We decided that different types of sources can tell 

us certain things but they are not always reliable if used in 

isolation. For example, pictures may be drawn from the 

imagination and may not show what things looked like in 

reality. We decided we’d also need evidence from other sources 

like fabric fragments or any preserved clothing items to find out 

more about what people wore. From carefully observing the sources of evidence on our sheets we 

had already started making links between the sources which allowed us to see how as 

historians we need to use a range of sources to build up ideas and theories about the past. We’re 

all super excited to find out more about the Maya now and explore more of our enquiry 

questions next time.  

 

We’ve been getting ready for harvest this week by thinking about what we’re thankful for. First, 

we thought about what the Christian festival of harvest was about and reflected on the idea of 

being thankful for the produce and farmers that grow our food 

through the year. Then we moved on to thinking about this time 

of year and hardship that darker colder weather can bring to 

some people over the autumn and winter. This allowed us to 

think deeply about the things we are thankful for like a safe 

place to live, warm dinners and care from our loved ones. We 

put all of these ideas together with some lovely figurative 

language to create some really touching list poems to read at our 

Harvest Festival next week.  

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

In literacy this week we’ve been completing our Hot Writes and there has been no stopping us!! 

We’ve all written pages and pages focussing on our 

character descriptions and bring our characters to life by 

using interesting adverbial phrases and relative clauses 

which allow us to show how our characters are feeling 

and give the reader extra interesting information to bring 

them to life. Miss Hutton and Mrs Arnold have been blown 

away by the effort and determination we’ve put into our 

stories and cannot believe this is the first Hot Write of the 

year. In fact, Mrs Arnold struggled to stop us on Thursday 

for lunchtime as we were so keen to keep writing! If we 

look back at our Cold Writes from three weeks ago everyone has shown an incredible amount of 

progress and should be really proud.  

 

We spent a wonderful afternoon on Thursday 

exploring the tropical rainforest biome in geography. 

We could recall what the expected climate would be 

like in the tropical rainforest from our previous 

lesson and applied this to thinking about what the 

conditions might be like. We learned about the layers 

of the forests and thought about how the different 

levels of water, sunlight and shelter might affect the 

plant and animal life that live and grow there. After 

watching a video, we explored the biome further 

using the online encyclopaedia DK-Find Out and created our own 

labelled diagrams of the tropical rainforest and its layers, including 

adding details about the conditions of each layer and the affects they 

have on living things. We found it fascinating and discovered many 

weird and wonderful creatures in 

this incredibly biodiverse biome. Ask 

us about biodiversity, we can tell 

you all about it!  
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Outdoor Play and Learning   

 

On Friday last week, we had our first OPAL assembly. During this assembly, we began to create 

our ‘Children’s Charter for Play’ and a wish-list of everything that we would like to have or play 

with at break times. We had lots of brilliant ideas and have started to think about what we 

would like and the practicaltieis of it- for example, what would go where and which activities 

would need wellies and our all-in-one waterproofs! 

As well as stretching these planning and collabration learning muscles, we have also been 

stretching our imagining learning muscles as we played with a variety of games and actrivities 

at break times. We enjoyed playing in the water tray, mud kitchen and digging pit, as well as 

with the box of den-building materials. It has been fantastic to see just how much our play-time 

provision has been enhanced and how many of learning muscles we are developing in this way. 

We are very excited to start getting our plans into action! 

Some of Class 3 have also been stratching lots of learning muscles in preparation for an 

upcoming football tournament. We have been coaching each other, working out team-tactics, 

developing our collaboration as a brand new team and revising our plans when we need to. It 

was brilliant to see the football team taking ownership of this development, as well as involving 

others in their mini-games, too. Well done, everyone!   

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Homelearning projects 

 

Last week, we launched our latest homelearning project! 

This term, we would like to further-stretch our Building 

Learning Power muscles, by recording the learning process 

and not just the outcome or project itself. To help with this, 

we sent home a copy of the TASC wheel and a prompt 

sheet. Please ask your child’s class teacher if you need any 

more guidance.  

 

You can find the your Knowledge Organisers here:  

 

Nursery, Reception, Year 1: 

https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/Learning_Zone/Class_1/Science_KS1_The_human_body.pdf  

 

Year 2 and Year 3: 

https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/Learning_Zone/Class_2/KS1_Uses_of_Everyday_Materials.pdf  

 

Year 4, 5 and 6: 

https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/Learning_Zone/Class_3/KS2_States_of_Matter_Knowledge_organiser.pdf  

 

Cumbria County Council Family Learning- maths 

 

Don’t forget, there are still lots of spaces on our family 

learning maths sessions on a Monday morning. After the 

half term holidays, this will be based on early reading: 

we’ll send out more details nearer the time.   

 

https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/Learning_Zone/Class_1/Science_KS1_The_human_body.pdf
https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/Learning_Zone/Class_2/KS1_Uses_of_Everyday_Materials.pdf
https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/Learning_Zone/Class_3/KS2_States_of_Matter_Knowledge_organiser.pdf

