
 

Weeks beginning 3
rd

 and 10
th

 February 2025 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 3
rd

 February: Zoe, Amber and Jesse 

  w/c 10
th

 February: Lockie, Arietta and Oscar 

   

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 68     Helvellyn 50   Blencathra 69  

 

Class 1 News: Nursery and Reception  

 

What a fabulous term we have had so far in Class 1! We have all learnt new skills and built on 

our previous knowledge and we have shown perseverance and collaborated as a group to 

overcome tricky challenges. 

 

In Class 1, we have been busy building our fine motor muscles, 

using tweezers to rescue animals from sand; thread 

beads and thread pasta. We even saved some farm 

animals from ice using hammers! We had to think 

about how hard and where our hammer should hit to crack the 

ice and we worked as a team to set the animals free.  

 

 

 

In Reception phonics, we have been learning the new digraphs 

and actions for the graphemes ‘igh igh igh light at night’, 

‘oa oa oa foam the soap’, ‘oo oo oo zoom to the moon’ and 

‘oo oo oo cook in a book’. We found that’ oo oo oo zoom to 

the moon’ and ‘oo oo oo cook in a book’ digraphs look the 

same but sound different.  To check which digraph was the 

correct one we needed, we sounded out the word using both 

sounds and listen to which one sounded correct. We have continued 

working on spelling new words using our new digraphs, too. When 

spelling new words, we have to think of the first, middle and end sound 

and, if in doubt, we sound it out and we use our phonics mats to help find our sounds and 

form the letter shapes. We are phonics experts! 
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In Reception maths, we have been exploring and comparing 

length and height. We looked at different objects and 

compared them to check which was the longest and 

shortest. We then ordered different lengths of the same 

object from shortest to longest and longest to shortest. 

 

We have continued building our knowledge on number 

composition, too. We used the nursery rhyme 5 Little Aliens 

in a Flying Saucer to help us learn the different 

compositions of 5, 6 and 7, and, using 2 dice faces of 5, 

we placed our aliens inside the dots. This helped us to 

recap the various ways we could make 5, using the dice 

frames and our aliens to support our answers. Each day 

Miss Moscrop added 1 more alien so that we could use the 

same method to work out the different number compositions 

for 6 and 7. We found that 5 and 1 make 6, 3 and 3 make 6, 5 and 2 make 7 

and 4 and 3 make 7. 

 

 

In Nursery phonics, we have been learning about body 

percussion, rhythm and rhyme. We investigated the 

different sounds we could make with our hands, mouth 

and feet and we found out that we could make our 

mouth go pop, clap our hands and stamp our feet. We 

used these sounds to create a musical pattern and we 

used our new actions to add to nursery rhymes. We 

changed the words to wind the bobbin up to roly-poly ever so slowly, roly-poly 

faster, stamp your feet ever so slowly, stamp your feet faster. We also cooked up some rhyming 

soup where only objects that rhymed could be put in the soup! We added fox, box, socks and 

rat, hat and bat.  
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In maths in Nursery, we have been building a wall for Humpty Dumpty. 

To do this we had to carefully select bricks and think about the different 

shapes we needed and worked well together. We found 

that blocks that had flat edges worked better than blocks 

that were curved or pointy. We compared our blocks and 

looked at what was the same and what was different: 

all the blocks we used had flat faces but some were 

small and some were very long.  

 

We’ve also been practising our positional language as our class teddy had 

hidden outside and left us some instructions which we had to follow 

carefully to find him. We had to go through the door and over the sandpit, 

round the playground, over the bridge and we finally found him in the mud kitchen.  

 

In Talk for Writing, we have been making changes to our own story maps to 

recreate our new stories. To create our new stories, we used blank story maps 

and, as a class, we had to think of the story language that we use to tell a 

story. We used ‘once upon a time’, ‘next’, ‘after’ and ‘finally’ We created a new 

story as a class and then created our own new story 

independently. For our own stories, we used post-it notes to add 

our new characters and change our settings and the bowls of 

food. We had new characters such as raccoons, badgers and rabbits and the 

new settings became tree-top houses deep in the jungle and a castle on top of a 

snowy mountain. Using our adapted story maps, we performed our new story 

to the rest of our class.  

 

To finish our term, we have been looking at instructions. We 

discussed how instructions are used to help people build toys, 

houses, play games and bake. To help us with our learning, we 

chose to repeat and follow instructions for a flapjack recipe. We 

created our own maps of the instruction list and we included a title, 

ingredients list and then the steps that we needed to follow. We then used our instruction maps 

to make flapjack - it was so yummy! 
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Afternoons in Early Years and Key Stage 1: 

 

In computing this term, we have been using Music Lab to create various pieces of music. In our 

last lesson, Miss Moscrop tasked us to create a piece of music which would reflect the way a 

specific animal would walk: we had to think of how many legs it had (which would reflect our 

beat) and if the animal moved fast or slow (which would reflect in the tempo and pitch). We 

could choose animals such as a crocodile, elephant, mouse and kangaroo. When we had 

completed our piece of music, we showcased it to the rest of our class and everyone had to work 

out which animal it was. 

 

In PE, we have been learning dance routines and performing them as 

a group. We learnt the different choreography in steps, which we 

combined and performed. We also learnt the Haka which was really 

fun. We learnt and performed routines to a 

variety of Disney songs, too. 

 

 

In science, we have been 

learning about food 

chains. Using a variety of food chains, we were able to 

see how energy is passed from a plant to an animal. We 

found out that a plant is always at the start of a food chain and is a 

producer because it can produce its own food unlike animals who are the 

consumers. Some animals such as herbivores only eat plants, 

unlike carnivores who eat other animals. 

Humans are omnivores because they can eat 

both meat and plants to survive. In a food 

chain there is always the prey and a predator. In some food chains the 

predator can become the prey.  

In music, we listened and [appraised I.G.Y and I can see clearly now the rain has gone. We 

found the rhythm and the words in the songs very calming and floaty and we used our arms in 

a slow floating motion to express this feeling and pretended to float around the classroom. We 

have been composing our own music, too, and we created a composition using the notes G F E D 

C. During our warm up tasks, we passed around a rhythm by clapping our hands in a specific 

pattern too. We had to stand in a circle before one person would clap out a pattern which we 

then had to pass around the circle.  
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In art, we have been creating our final master piece using 

Henri Rousseau’s process and collage. We collaged various 

shades of blue tissue paper to create the sky and we then 

used straws painted in various tones of green from our 

colour story as the stems for our oversized leaves: 

Henri Rousseau also created oversized leaves to add effect to his 

paintings. To finish our backgrounds, we used leaves and green 

paint to print the jungle plants.  

 

In PSHE we have been working on team building and perseverance 

and we were tasked with building a den that Class 1 could all fit 

under. We have also been learning about the job 

roles in our community that help us and the people 

in school that help keep us safe and our 

environment clean and tidy. We wrote letters to 

some of the people within our school to thank them 

for everything they do. 

 

Class 2 News:  

 

It is difficult to believe that we are at the end of this half term already and what a half term it 

has been! We have all made so much progress and we’ve been spending some time this week to 

look back at our first pieces of writing in literacy to see just how far we’ve come!  

 

 In literacy, we’ve finished our Hot Writes and have written our very own Traction Man journey 

tales. In Year 1, we’ve been working hard to use capital letters, full stops and question marks, as 

well as using ‘and’ to join clauses and ideas; in Year 2, we’ve been making 

sure to include adjectives to add detail and interest, as 

well as alliteration, similes and commas in lists, and, in 

Year 3, we’ve been working hard to include fronted 

adverbial phrases, expanded noun phrases and 

prepositional phrases, as well as everything that Year 1 

and 2 have included! We really enjoyed editing our 

stories with our purple pens on Friday, too, as well as 

sharing them with each other on the Storyteller’s Stool.  
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In maths, we’ve been continuing to learn about money in Year 2 and addition and subtraction 

using our knowledge of doubles and near-doubles in Year 1. In Year 

3, we’ve been stretching our place value 

understanding and knowledge of number to 

partition and flexibly partition 2 digit 

numbers before multiplying them by a single 

digit. We’ve also been continuing to really 

prove or disprove an answer or conjecture 

with maths sentence stems, pictorial 

representations and calculations.  

 

In our phonics and spelling learning, we’ve been 

learning lots of alternative sounds in Year 1. This has 

really made us think hard about each grapheme and 

the sounds that it can make. In Year 2 and Year 3, 

we’ve continued to learn new spelling rules and 

patterns and have been working hard to practise these 

in lots of different ways. 

 Class 3 News: Years 4, 5 and 6 

 

In PE this week, we have learning all about dance and we’ve LOVED it! 

Using different pieces of music with different tempos and dynamics, we 

put our gymnastics finesse into each dance before switching things up to 

learn sections of a rugby Haka! It was brilliant!  
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We’ve been busy building descriptions over the past couple of 

weeks. Using our model text as inspiration, we’ve looked at and 

practised how we can bring settings and characters to life using 

description and the importance of showing our reader not telling. It 

has been interesting exploring how a description might change if 

you change the perspective you’re writing from and we had fun 

writing a description of the woods from the point of view of two 

different characters. Alongside this, we have also become 

punctuation heroes and have mastered how to use colons and 

semi-colons to join ideas and add more information. Over the past 

few days, we’ve brought 

all our learning this half 

term together to write 

another brilliant Hot 

Write - retelling our model text from a different 

character’s perspective.  

 

Our VIPERS have 

continued to 

explore our class 

text War is Over by David Almond. We’ve been making lots 

of lovely inferences into what our characters might be 

thinking and why they behaved in certain ways. We’ve 

started working really hard to enhance our answers after 

listening to the thoughts of others.  

 

In maths we’ve been on fire! In Year 6, we’ve somehow managed to 

complete our units on algebra and decimals. We are showing some 

really good confidence now when linking our skills and methods 

across different units and concepts. In Year 5, we’ve been extending 

our knowledge of fractions. We’ve learned how to multiply fractions 

by an integer as well as work out the fraction of an amount or find 

the whole. In Year 4, we’ve just come to the end of our unit on 

multiplication and division. We’ve been working really hard to 

improve our fluency when recalling our multiplication tables and 

have been enjoying seeing our progress on T-T Rockstars.  

 

Our afternoons have been jam-packed with learning over the past 

two weeks. In French we’ve learned the names of places in a town, 

how to introduce them to somewhere and how to answer the question ‘Qu’est-ce que c’est?’ when 
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asked about a place. We even wrote some sentences in French about the places we would find in 

local towns.  

 

In history, we’ve continued our learning about Ancient 

Greece by further exploring their polytheistic (ask us 

what this means) beliefs. We explored serval different 

online sources to find out about the twelve principle gods 

known as the Olympians. In geography, we have 

practised finding 

and generating four 

and six-figure grid 

references and have 

explored maps, their 

scales and their 

symbols.  

 

We’ve also developed 

our knowledge of 

desktop publishing 

by designing and 

creating a magazine 

cover in computing 

as well as learning to play several more songs on the 

glockenspiel.  

 

In science, we’ve learned about the skeleton and muscle 

systems and how these proved humans and some 

animals with support, protection and aid movement. 

We went on to explore the human timeline and the 

changes that we go through as humans from the very 

start to the end of our life cycles. We used images and 

other sources of information to not down and observe 

the physical changes we go through as we grow as 

well as other changes that might come about over a 

lifetime. Finally, we explored the correlation between 

age and height and drew line graphs to show how 

human height relates to their age over the course of their lives. Year 5 and 6 were incredibly 

proud of the fact that they were able to draw and plot their graphs with no support or 

scaffolds!  
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Finally, in art, we’ve worked towards our final illustrations inspired by our class text War is 

Over and the illustrator David Litchfield. We looked at how David develops his ideas and plans 

his page spreads for his picture books. After listening to an extract from our book we planned 

our final piece before completing it on Friday.  
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STEM Club 

We’ve had a great few weeks in STEM Club, with us stretching 

out maths skills last week and engineering skills this week. Last 

week, we practised using co-ordinates to find different shapes on 

our opponent’s grid and, this week, we 

have started to create our own marble 

runs; making sure that we created a 

run that would give the marble enough 

momentum to get around our loops! 

We’re looking forward to finishing them after the holidays.  
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Reading at Hallbankgate  
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