
 

  Week beginning 4
th

 December 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Ellie, Molly and Lewis 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  96    Helvellyn  111  Blencathra  91 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths in Class 1 this week we have been consolidating our 

knowledge of the numbers 1 to 5. We have been matching different 

representations to numbers and have also been counting out objects 

and claps linked to specific numbers. We also practised forming our 

numbers between 1 and 5, using our number formation rhymes to 

support us. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week 

we have been recapping our knowledge of 

sound buttons, using play dough to create 

sounds buttons on different CVC words. We 

have also been practising forming CVC words 

using letter cards and on whiteboards. 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning we have been 

continuing the innovation phase of our 

Gruffalo story. We have been drawing some 

brilliant story maps linked to the new 

characters we have chosen and have also 

been telling our 

stories aloud. 
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning we 

have been focusing on the story of the first Christmas 

and the importance of the story within Christianity. 

We made some brilliant links to some of the 

characters in our school Nativity performance. 

 

We have also been busy practising our school play, 

which is looking brilliant and have been designing our own unique Christmas cards which we 

are looking forward to making next week.  

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield) 

 

This week in our spelling lessons, in Year 1 we have been learning our new spellings; he, she, 

me, we and be. In Year 2, our new spellings have been; half, money, parents and Christmas. 

First, we discussed each spelling and then we had a go at writing each spelling down on our 

mini whiteboards. We 

noticed that the spellings 

in Year 1 all had an ‘e’ in 

them. In Year 2, we 

stretched our noticing 

muscles too by looking 

at each word then 

looking away and 

having a go at writing it 

down correctly.  

 

In our phonics learning this week, we have been focusing on the ‘y’ sound which can make 

different sounds in different words for example in; yap, yum and yes it makes the same sound 

but in; shy, sty and sky it makes a slightly different sound for the ‘y’ letter. We noticed that ‘they 

look the same but sound 

different.’ We had a go 

at writing each word 

down on the correct side 

of our boards stretching 

our phonics and reading 

memories.  
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This week in literacy, we have been continuing our innovations on the setting of the kitchen from 

our story The Tiger Who Came to Tea. We had pictures of different kitchens and we had to write 

sentences to describe what was in the kitchen. Within our work we had to include expanded 

noun phrases (adjective comma adjective) and prepositions to show where things were in the 

kitchen. Some of our fantastic sentences were as follows; 

On top of the dark, green stool was a stripy, ginger cat.  

Next to the black cooker there was a bowl full of delicate, 

smooth eggs.  

On top of the wooden table there was a stripy, red table 

cloth.  

  

During our maths learning this week, in Year 1 we have 

been continuing to consolidate our previous learning by 

doing practical lessons such as working in pairs to guess 

the missing number on the number line and using the tens frames 

to find one more and one less than a number. We had to cover up 

the number on the number line and our partners had to work our 

which number was missing. As an extension, we went from 10 to 

20. In Year 2, we have been persevering hard to draw 2D 

shapes. We had to learn the properties of each shape and then we 

had to draw it using the squares in the maths booklets. We 

focused on drawing, triangles, squares, rectangles, pentagons and 

hexagons. In Year 3, we have 

been completing our end of unit assessment for addition and 

subtraction and then we moved onto our new unit of work 

‘multiplication and division.’ We completed the lessons on making 

equal groups and using arrays. It was really beneficial to learn 

to use arrays to help us with our multiplication.  

 

We have had a such a busy week in Class 2 with practicing our 

Christmas play performance,too. Thank you for your continued support with helping the children 

to practice and learn their lines for their performance. We are so 

excited to perform our play and cannot wait for you to see it!  
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Class 2 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

What a busy end to the week we have had in 

Class 2! In our literacy learning, we have 

been working incredibly hard to write our 

final hot write stories of the year, based on 

the story of The Tiger Who Came to Tea! 

Using all of our learning from the last four 

weeks, we have developed our skills in 

sequencing our narratives and how to 

describe settings. We’ve also worked hard to 

use expanded noun phrases to describe and use commas in lists to 

add detail. We have made amazing progress in our writing this term 

and our stories truly reflect this! We can’t wait to read out our 

favourite sections to each other on the story-teller’s stool next week.  

 

In our science learning, we have been 

learning all about waterproof 

materials by completing an 

investigation to find out which 

materials are waterp[roof and which 

ones are not. We started the lesson by 

sharing what we already knew, 

before making predictions and 

planning which materials to use. As 

well as a control piece, we tested fabric, paper, wax-coated materials and plastic/glue coated 

materials, before setting off to test each one... we had some very soggy pieces of paper by the 

end of the day! After sharing our findings and telling Orla which material would be best for her 

new umbrella, we found out about Charles Macintosh and his raincoat invention that has kept 

so many people dry over the years!  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In Class 3 this week, we started the week by working towards writing our Hot Writes in literacy. 

Using what we know about how to create suspense, we created a range of sentences to set the 

tone and mood for our stories. To help us achieve this, we practised creating fronted adverbial 

phrases about the weather and chose juxtaposing settings to show how we can shift the mood 

or tension. Following on from this, we practised varying the length of our sentences; using long, 

descriptive sentences to set the scene and add detail, compared to short, snappy sentences that 

advance the action and build tension. Our paragraphs were very effective! 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have worked our socks off! In Year 6, we have been 

working hard to apply our knowledge of fractions to solve difference problems and have learnt 

how to find fractions of an amount. We were initially a little daunted by this, but once we had 

spotted the pattern and realised it was just building on from our knowledge of multiples and 

factors, we had so much fun! In Year 5, we have been learning how to add and subtract 

fractions (including those that go over one whole) and, in Year 4, we been continue to learn 

about factor pairs, as well as how to multiply and divide by 10 and 100.  

 

We’ve also been working hard to complete our Canopic Chests in design and technology and we 

are nearly there! This week, we worked hard to try and complete as much of our chests as we 

could, meaning that we only have the lids to make and finish before the end of term!  

 

Class 3 News Mrs Arnold 

 

What a busy couple of weeks we’ve had! Alongside, assessments and practising for our 

Christmas production we’ve still managed to get in lots of brilliant learning.  

 

Kidsafe 

Over the past 5 weeks we’ve completed our 

Kidsafe course. This has taught us how to 

identify and deal with ‘yukky feelings’ which 

are the feelings we get when we are sad, 

scared or worried. We’ve learned about 

somethings that can give us yukky feelings such as bullying or online content and have learned 

what we can do about it. We’ve practised being assertive and saying ‘no’, and have identified 

who we can talk to as trusted adults as well as what age ratings are and why they’re there to 

keep us safe online. We have also learned about our bodies and how to keep them safe by 

learning some key rules.  
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In history, we’ve finished off our topic on the Ancient Egyptians by 

examining evidence from the tomb of Tutankhamun and using what 

was found to deduce information about life and the role of a 

pharaoh in Ancient Egypt. Our enquiry then led us to identifying 

Tutankhamun’s cartouche. This was his mark/name in the 

hieroglyphs and made us wonder - how do historians know what 

these hieroglyphs mean? We then learned about the Rosetta Stone and 

its discovery and how it eventually led to the translation of the 

hieroglyphs. We even did a little bit of symbol translation ourselves to 

get a feel for how tricky that task was and why it took over 20 years 

to achieve.  

 

In art, we had another wonderful afternoon exploring mixed media 

techniques. This time, we played with 

different print making methods to create 

pattern, line and texture. We did some 

etching, some collagraph and even a 

little monoprint to explore how this 

medium can be used and the effects it 

can create. We were so absorbed in the 

process and as we’ve been exploring in 

this way for a few sessions many of 

us were starting to extend our 

explorations and really test out 

different ideas.  

 

In literacy, we have completed our quest writing unit based on 

our class text Varjak Paw by working hard on our Hot Writes. In 

these, we tried hard to apply all the techniques we explored that 

authors use to build suspense. We really are experts at this now 

with many of us varying our sentence lengths for dramatic effect, 

using powerful language to being our sentences, as well as using 

techniques to hide the threat and build tension by making it get 

closer and closer.  

 

In maths, Year 4 have moved on to our new Multiplication and Division unit which has seen us 

learning about factors and finding factor pairs for different numbers. In Year 5 we have 

continued working on our fractions unit by learning different ways we can compare, order, add 

and subtract fractions. In Year 6 we have come to the end of our fractions unit and have been 

completing mixed questions by applying everything we’ve learned so far.  
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 Christmas Dinner! 

We’d like to say a HUGE thank you to Lisa and 

her Christmas Elves for making and serving our 

delicious Christmas lunch, this week!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Music and Poetry Concert 

On Wednesday, we welcomed parents into school to watch our Christmas Music Concert. A 

HUGE well done to everyone involved and for all of the hard work and practice. It certainly got 

us in the festive spirit! 
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School Tea Towels and Bags 

Our fantastic school tea towels and bags are available to 

purchase in school.  We are so pleased with our lovely 

designs.  If you would like to order one, please drop a 

message on the Scholarpack app.   

Tea towels £3.50  Bags £5.00 
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