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Learners of the Week:  Beau, Jenson and Kimberley  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  91    Helvellyn  98    Blencathra  80 

 

Welcome back! 

 

We have all been impressed by how excited everyone was to get back to their learning this week. 

We hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas and send you our good wishes for 2023. 

 

Despite us being in school for just three days this week, we have made an excellent start to our 

learning already. Let’s find out where our learning journeys have taken us this week... 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

What a wonderful start to the new year we have had in 

Class 1! We cannot wait to learn lots more this year and 

develop further as learners too.  

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been exploring 

circles and triangles. We identified some of the different 

properties of these shapes and also highlighted the similarities and differences 

between them. It was also interesting exploring how circles and triangles can 

be represented in different ways and that particularly triangles may look 

different but still have the defining properties of a triangle. We used circles 

and triangles to create pictures, such as flowers, tractors and 

pirates and also studied the work of artist Kandinsky who 

created some wonderful artwork focused around 

circles and triangles.  

 

In our phonics in Reception this week, we have 

been using our listening skills to identify the 

different sounds in words and have been matching sounds to 

their corresponding letters within words and in pictures. In 

phonics in Nursery we have been imitating rhythms using the musical instruments.  

We also enjoyed reading our new Talk for Writing focus story Owl Babies this week too and 

cannot wait to explore it more over the next half term.  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science learning this week we have been exploring the different 

seasons and the changes which occur in relation to both nature and 

weather throughout the seasons. We looked at images and matched them to 

the different seasons, discussing how there are similarities in the seasons 

but also differences. We followed a tree throughout the seasons, identifying 

the changes which occur and enjoyed watching a time lapse video 

detailing these changes within nature. We were even able to recall that 

some trees are deciduous and others are evergreen! We then 

focussed more specifically on our current season; winter. 

We shared some of the different things we might notice 

during winter and Year 1 then extended this further by 

generating descriptive language linked to winter and our 

senses and even created some wonderful simile sentences 

about winter. We then all had the opportunity to change our 

seasons tree into a winter tree. After discussing what we 

could add, we decided to use white paint to add frost and 

icicles to the branches and snowflakes using our 

handprints to represent the snow tumbling to the 

ground. It looks amazing and we cannot wait to 

make changes throughout the seasons!  

 

 

 

Class 2 News 

 

We have had a great few days back in Class 2 and have been super busy with lots of brilliant 

learning. During our maths lessons this week, we have been focusing on repeating patterns and 

we had to stretch our noticing muscles to see which 2D shape came next in the sequence. We 

persevered really well and came up with some tricky patterns that contained more than 3 

different shapes in 

them.  
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During our phonics learning this week, we have been 

learning about the sound family ‘n, kn and gn’ and 

we noticed that some of them had silent letters in 

them. First of all, we used our talk partners and our 

bossy phonics fingers to read the words with speed. 

After that, we read some sentences on the board 

collaborating together. Finally, we had a go at 

writing some of the words we had studied. We had 

to decide which spelling for the sound went into each 

word. 

Some of the 

words were rather tricky like ‘gnarl’ and ‘knuckle’ but 

after testing out each possible spelling for the word we 

could successfully spell it correctly. As a class, we feel 

like our writing and spelling is improving and we are 

really proud of all of our progress!  

   

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)   

This week, we have been learning about how we 

can keep our bodies healthy: from making sure that 

we have the right types of food in the correct 

amounts, to making sure that we drink enough 

water and get enough sleep. We started our 

learning by sharing what we already knew about 

keeping healthy and then discussed what we 

think will happen if we do not have the right 

things, in the right amounts. Over the next few weeks, we’ll apply our 

computing learning from last term by collecting some data about the 

foods we eat, how active we are and 

how much water we drink so that we can identify one or two 

ways that we can improve our health and wellbeing. We also 

stretched our empathy and listening learning muscle by 
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learning about how allergies and health conditions may impact people and their lives.  

In our maths learning this week, we have been learning more about 

fantastic fractions in Year 5 and 6! In Year 5, we have been using 

our knowledge of fractions greater than one to solve a range of 

addition calcuations, including calculations that were made up 

fractions and mixed numbers. In Year 6, we have completed our unit 

on adding and subtracting fractions this week and have applied 

these skills to solving addition and subtraction problems: we had to 

stretch our noticing and making links learning muscles during these 

activities as we needed to convert fractions between improper fractions 

and mixed numbers, as well as find common denominators before we 

even began to add or subtract! On Friday, we all worked so hard to 

understand how we can multiply fractions by an integer and - despite this 

being challenging - we all had lots of success! In Year 4, we have working 

hard to identify factor pairs (using our 

knowledge of times tables) and have started 

our learning on how we can multiply by ten.  

 

We have also started our new class text this 

week- we have only read a chapter and a 

half so far but we are all enjoying getting our heads around this strange and futuristic land... 

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

We’ve hit the ground running in Class 3 this 

week with lots of excellent learning happening 

already! In our literacy lessons this week, we’ve 

been learning the nonsense poem Jabberwocky 

by Lewis Carrol. Working in groups, we’ve 

looked at our reading fluency by focussing on 

the skills of using rhythm and phrasing, 

expression and reading smoothly. 
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We really enjoyed delving into this poem and working out what it all 

means and imagining the story through it - amazing really seeing as 

most of the words are made up! Day by day we improved our 

fluency and gave some brilliant performances.  

 

We started our history topic on the Romans in 

Britain on Wednesday by answering the enquiry 

question: Who were the Romans and where did 

they come from? We looked at timelines and 

maps to identify when they arrived in Britain 

and where they had conquered before. When 

then looked at the reasons that the Romans might have chosen to invade 

Britain and compared what life in the Roman Empire would have been like 

at the time compared with life in Britain. We found many differences 

between the societies and some similarities, we then wrote about this, 

using lots of evidence to back up our comparisons.  

 

In geography we let out a huge cheer when we 

found out we would be studying volcanoes and 

earthquakes this term. We spent an incredibly 

absorbed afternoon looking at the structure of 

the earth and the process of plate tectonics and 

how the different interactions between tectonic 

plates can produce volcanoes 

and/or earthquakes. We’re really looking forward to 

getting stuck into this topic.  
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Christmas Raffle Winners 2022 

Draw 
Order 

Donator Winner 

1 Duke of Cumberland, Castle Carrock 
£90 Voucher for one night’s stay in the loft suite  

Zach C 

2 Farlam Hall Hotel, Hallbankgate 
3- course dinner for 2 in the Cedar Tree restaurant  

Becky Dent 

3 Arco 
Berghaus Jacket 

George M 

4 Bite Café & Tearooms, Brampton 
Afternoon Tea for Two 

Emily & Grace 

5 House of Meg, Gilsland 
Afternoon Tea for Two 

Fern W-B 

6 Carlisle United Community Sports Trust 
Football signed by the First Team 

Rosie Benson 

7 Talkin Adventures 
Activity Pass 

Mrs Beesley 

8 Stagecoach Performing Arts, Carlisle 
Two-week voucher 

Rory P 

9 Belted Will Inn, Hallbankgate 
£20 voucher  

Amber W 

10 Brampton Farm Shop 
Fruit basket 

Alyson Forster 

11 Kirby Surveying 
Christmas Cake 

Sam Davidson 

12 Tarn Road Nursery (White Rabbit Tearoom) 
£15 voucher 

Amber W 

13 Lanercost Tea Rooms 
£10 voucher 

Amber K 

14 Railhead Garage, Brampton 
Bottle of Prosecco 

Miss Hutton 

15 Twice Brewed Brewery 
Gift pack of beer 

Hannah S 

16 Vintage North, Brampton 
Chicken Ornament / Wax Melts Gift Set 

Freddy J 
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17 Half Moon Whole Foods, Brampton  
Box of Brampton Truffles 

Beau T 

18 Vintage North, Brampton 
£25 voucher 

Joy Oliver 

19 ABW Hardware, Brampton 
Wonderwick reed diffuser 

Sam & Alex 

20 Ferguson’s Garage, Hallbankgate 
Chocs & Wine 

Andrew 
Harrison 

21 Hallbankgate Hub 
Bottle of Special Reserve Port 

Dave Kirby 

 

Huge thanks again to all of the companies who so 
kindly donated to our Christmas Raffle.   

What a fantastic selection of prizes! 
 


