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Learners of the Week:  Niamh, Evangeline and Ruby 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 239    Helvellyn 197      Blencathra 240 

 

This week has been assessment week across the school. Everyone has worked incredibly 

hard to show off their amazing learning and progress and we are all proud of how  

resilient and determined everyone was. 

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

What a busy week of challenges we have had this 

week in Class 1! Linked to our different Building 

Learning Power (BLP) characters, we have been 

completing a variety of different learning challenges. 

We have used our persevering, collaborating, 

imitating, noticing and planning skills when 

undertaking all these different challenges. We have 

used our persevering skills to build the tallest tower 

we possibly could using a variety of different resources. We have 

also used our imitating skills to create a self-portrait using objects from around our classroom. 

We were challenged to use our noticing skills to create repeating patterns, with some children 

even creating five part repeating patterns. We have also used our planning skills to create a 

home for an animal and our collaborating skills to create a 

road for the bikes and cars outside. It has been brilliant to 

see how we all used different resources and approached the 

challenges in different ways, reflecting our unique learning 

styles but also demonstrating our independence and 

confidence in 

using a variety 

of different 

resources to 

enhance our learning and play. 

 

In our PSHE learning this week, we have continued 

to learn about different ways in which we can keep 

our bodies healthy and safe. We discussed about the 

importance of hand washing and effective hand 

hygiene and enjoyed having the chance to practice 

the skills ourselves. We also discussed the importance of keeping our teeth clean and enjoyed 

playing a game in which we were brushing away some of the dirt and germs. We were also 
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able to confidently share the different ideas we discussed last week and look forward to 

continuing to learn about how we can keep ourselves healthy. 

 

In our geography and 

understanding the world learning, 

we have continued to learn about 

Australia, this week focusing on 

the city of 

Sydney. We 

enjoyed 

looking 

through brochures and 

different books which described some of the key 

landmarks within Sydney and were then able to apply our learning using 

tools such as Google Earth and maps to identify landmarks such as the 

harbour bridge or the Sydney opera house. 

 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning this week, we have been learning about 

different categories of animals. We learnt about the 

different characteristics of mammals, birds, fish, 

reptiles and amphibians, creating a checklist 

which we then used to identify our own animals 

for each of the different categories. We were able 

to make links to previous learning and also 

discussed some of the animals which we have 

been learning about in our geography learning 

about Australia, identifying some animals of particular interest such as the platypus which are 

one of the only mammals which lay eggs. Our knowledge and understanding was incredible! 

 

In our art and expressive arts and design learning 

we have continued to focus on the concept of 

landscapes, this week using the artistic medium of 

charcoal. We explored the different textures and 

effects that could be created using charcoal and 

found that it was trickier than using watercolours 

last week as it was harder to demonstrate detail 

using only black and white. Interestingly, when we 

were looking at examples of charcoal landscapes for 

inspiration we were able to make links to our history learning discussing how we believed that 
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the charcoal images were images taken in the past. 

We shared how often images that we have seen are 

only displayed in black-and-white whereas more 

recent images are displayed in colour. 

 

In our music learning we enjoyed continuing to 

practice using the djembe drums, exploring how we 

could change the sounds we create based on the way 

in which we play. 

 

 
 

Class 2 News  

 

This week during our history lessons, we have been learning all about the history of the printing 

press. We linked our learning to what we knew about Sir Tim Berners - Lee and the World Wide 

Web, discussing the impact this had on the world. We looked at a factual video that explained 

all about Johannes Gutenberg and the invention of the first printing press which was made out 

of wood. The video also discussed how this progressed over time and was modified to be made 

out of metal. We made links to our science lessons and discussed the difference in the materials 

and their properties. It was fascinating to learn that the first wooden printing press could 

produce 250 copies per hour and that the new modern machines could produce over 70,000 

copies. For our learning task we had pictures of the old and new printing press machines (also 

known as digital press) and we made comparisons between the two. We used our noticing skills 

to spot the differences.  
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This week in maths, we have been looking at mass and how 

much objects weigh. We used our noticing skills decide which 

objects we thought would be heavier and which objects would 

be lighter. As a group, we made sensible predictions and tested 

these out using a set of balancing scales. For a super 

challenge, we had to try to create a piece of playdough that 

would be the same mass as 50 

grams. We took some time 

exploring the different weights and we had to put together two 20-

gram weights with a 10-gram weight to make 50 grams. In small 

groups we rose to the challenge and were able to balance out the 

scales to create the small mass as the weight.  

In computing this week, we have been using all of our skills we 

have learnt on Scratch to create our own quizzes and animations. 

We spoke about all of the different skills we have been taught; 

making the sprite move in different ways, changing the sprite’s 

costume, changing the background, making the sprite talk, adding 

music/ sounds and creating a quiz. We are now much more 

confident with programming the sprite to complete a sequence of 

events.  

As part of our literacy work this week, we have been sharing our ‘Beating the monster Hot Writes’ 

with each other. We walked around the class looking at each - 

others pieces of writing and then we got into pairs. We each had 

a post- it- note and we split this in half with the top labelled 

‘Wow’ and the bottom labelled ‘improvements.’ Using our noticing 

skills, we studied our partner’s story and came up with a list of 

excellent features in their stories and a list of improvements that 

could be made next time. In our 

pairs we came up with great 

features we found within our writing such as; paragraphs, 

question marks, exclamation marks, ellipses, inverted commas, 

cursive writing and onomatopoeia.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

As well as assessments this week, we have been continuing to work towards writing our hot 

write stories in literacy. Over the course of the week, we continued to work on developing our 

narratives (including a focus on settings and character), as well as 

ensuring that we included a wide range of literary features to make our 

writing exciting and advance the action. We enjoyed magpie-ing elements 

from our class text (The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane) and 

developed our own narratives based on a toy that also goes on a journey: 

both a physical journey and a metaphorical journey.  

 

This week, we have finished our class book! Last Friday afternoon, just 

before celebration assembly, we all let out the biggest groan when we had 

to stop reading and we were left on a cliff hanger! Thankfully, we were 

able to get to the very end of our story 

this week and we all really, really 

enjoyed following the ups and downs 

of Edward and his life. We all have an excellent 

understanding of how the author developed this plot, 

through our VIPERS guided reading questions that we have 

completed each day, and we’ve already been asking what 

our class books are for the Autumn term which shows just 

how much we all enjoy reading and exploring texts in this 

way.  

 

We’ve also been reviewing our progress on Accelerated Reader this year, having completed a STAR 

reader test as part of Assessment Week. We’ve all made lots of progress in our reading this year 

and Miss Hutton and Mrs Arnold are incredibly proud of our love of 

reading and reading community in Class 3!  

 

In our computing learning 

this week, we have been 

developing our skills from 

last week. This week, we 

worked hard to apply our 

knowledge and make our 

own catching game, making sure that we de-bugged the 

code as we went.  
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In PE this week, we have been practising our team games and team tactics in rounders. As Year 

6 were visiting William Howard School on both Monday and Tuesday, we really stepped up in 

Year 4 and 5 to develop our role as sports leaders! We made sure that we were supporting each 

other, providing coaching throughout the game and enhancing our communication skills to try 

and score more rounders (or stop the other team from scoring more rounders!).  

 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

This week in geography Mrs Arnold was blown away by not only our geographical knowledge 

but our ability to make links to draw conclusions about new places and environments. We were 

learning about the Taiga biome, which is the largest terrestrial biome on Earth. Instead of Mrs 

Arnold teaching us about it, she gave us some clues for us to use to work out what type of a 

place it is and what the physical features of the biome might be. We used maps and atlases to 

locate the biome and which continents it covered, before looking in more detail at what countries 

have taiga biome within them. We used our maps so carefully that we were even able to identify 

areas of Kazakhstan and Mongolia that are part of the taiga biome. We then compared our 

world maps with our climate zone maps and worked out that the biome must be mostly cold 

with a long winter and short summer. We noticed that it is between the polar and temperate 

zones which suggests slight seasonal variation but not as much as where we live in the UK. 

Then we looked at climate graphs from 3 different places within the taiga biome and used these 

to work out what the biome must be like in more detail. We carefully compared each graph and 

worked out that on average 8 to 9 months of the year are below 5°C in temperature and 3 

months of the year would be warm enough for plants to grow. We recapped the definition of the 

word precipitation and hypothesised that for most of the year the precipitation must be falling as 

snow. We then had to work out what affect this climate might have on plants and animals 

within the biome. Making links to our previous science and geography learning we decided that 

animals and plants must be adapted to survive in such harsh conditions. We told Mrs Arnold 

this would mean having thick fur or changing colour through the year. We also thought some 

animals would need to hibernate or migrate to survive and find food all year round. We couldn't 

quite decide whether plants would grow quicker due to evolution leading to plants which are 

quicker and stronger being more likely to survive in harsh conditions or whether the cold and 

long winters would make them grow very slowly. In the end we decided that it was probably 

more likely that they would grow slowly. At the end of the lesson Mrs Arnold shared with us 

our knowledge organiser and we'd worked out nearly everything that it said about the biome 

without being taught anything!! What amazing geographers we are all becoming! 
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Swimming 

 

This week in our swimming lesson we were all pushed to practise and develop our stamina and 

strokes. This meant a LOT of swimming. For some of us, this meant swimming our very first 

continuous width of the pool on our fronts and backs and for others, this meant swimming over 

25 meters in different strokes. We all persevered and made 

such amazing progress - even tackling our fears of jumping in 

or swimming in deep water.  

 

Cumbria in Bloom  

 

On Tuesday afternoon, we 

welcomed two judges from 

Cumbria in Bloom into our 

school! We’ve all worked incredibly hard on developing our 

outdoor learning space over the last year and we have all 

enjoyed using this space to make links to our science, maths 

and DT learning. As well as showing them our outdoor 

development display and a scrapbook in school, we took the 

judges to each area of our school grounds, explaining how each 

areas supports our learning, wildlife, wellbeing or diversity. 

This included our wildlife area, pond and bug hotel; vegetable 

garden (where we have been growing vegetables linked to our 

history Dig for Victory learning and DT); pots and planters 

around the school grounds and the new garden in our school 

field. We think that the judges were impressed with our learning 

and future plans- we’ll let you know how we get on when the 

awards are announced! 
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After the visit, we did receive a lovely email to say just how much the judges had enjoyed their 

visit. You can read it for yourself, here:  
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News Release  

  

   

FREE vitamins and help with cost of food through new Cumbria 
Healthy Start scheme 

    

Eligible families in Cumbria are being encouraged to apply for free vitamins and help with the cost of 
food and milk as part of the Healthy Start scheme.  
The Healthy Start scheme has two elements to it. The first element is a prepaid card worth up to 
£8.50 per week to spend on fresh produce such as cow’s milk, fresh, frozen, or tinned fruit and 
vegetables, infant formula milk and fresh, dried, and tinned pulses.   
To be eligible for the Healthy Start prepaid card, you must be more than 10 weeks pregnant or have 
parental responsibility for at least one child under four years old, and be in receipt of one of the 
following benefits:  

 Child Tax Credit (but only if your family’s annual income is £16,190 or less)  
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  
 Income Support  
 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance  
 Pension Credit  
 Universal Credit (but only if your family earns £408 or less per month from employment)  

You’re also eligible for the Healthy Start scheme if you’re pregnant and under 18, even if you do not 
receive any benefits.  
The second element of the scheme offers free vitamins to pregnant women and mothers for up to 
six months after birth (if breastfeeding or dual feeding) as well as vitamin drops for children up until 
the age of four. Vitamins for pregnant women will initially be distributed by Midwives and Health 
Visitors during their early visits.   
All families in Cumbria with children under the age of two will be able to collect children’s vitamin 
drops from many community venues across the county– and it can be a different venue each time 
you need to pick up a new supply. Families with children aged between 2-4 years will be able to 
collect their supply from the same community venues using their Healthy Start pre-paid card.  
Each bottle of children’s vitamin drops and women’s vitamin supplements contain 8 weeks supply.  
To find out more about Cumbria’s Healthy Start Scheme, how to apply for a Healthy Start pre-paid 
card and which community venues you can collect vitamins from, visit the Cumbria County Council 
website.   
  

Colin Cox, Cumbria’s Director of Public Health, said:  
 “We know that in Cumbria there are many families who are eligible for this scheme who have not 

yet taken it up. I encourage all parents and parents-to-be to check their eligibility online.  
“The Healthy Start scheme is there to help give children the best start in life and having access to 
free fresh produce will make a huge difference to families and support a healthier lifestyle.  
“We are pleased to be able to offer free Healthy Start vitamins to pregnant and new mums and 
children which provide important nutrients for growth and development.   
“The vitamins for children contain vitamins A, C and D. The vitamins for pregnant and breastfeeding 
women contain folic acid and vitamins C and D. Vitamin D is important for the development of 
healthy bones and teeth.”  
If you’re struggling with the rise in the cost of living, visit cumbria.gov.uk/costofliving to find out how 
to access a range of advice and support.   
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