
 

Week Commencing 4
th

 and 11
th

  June 2026 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 4
th

 June: Bobby, Molly and Leah 

          w/c 11
th

 June: Billy, Harry and Charlotte 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 150     Helvellyn 166   Blencathra 129 

 

Early Years 

Over the past two weeks, we have been busy developing our skills across all areas of learning. 

In Nursery, we have been practising letter formation, pencil grip and 

segmenting and blending simple CVC words through fun games and 

activities. In Reception, we have been recapping Phase 3 

digraphs and applying our phonics knowledge to read and 

spell words independently. 

In Nursery, we have been building confidence with counting, 

recognising numerals to 5 and matching numbers to 

quantities through practical and outdoor activities. In 

Reception, we have been exploring number bonds, 

subtraction, doubling, odd and even numbers and developing our 

understanding of numbers to 10. 

In Early Years, we have also enjoyed discovering 

clues that introduced our new Talk for Writing 

text, Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl. We have 

been learning new vocabulary, creating story 

maps, retelling the story and exploring characters 

through role play and questioning.  

In Understanding the World, we have been learning all about space. Inspired by the book 

‘Whatever Next! ‘, we explored astronauts, rockets and the solar system. We 

investigated planet Earth, learned about day and 

night and designed our own imaginative planets 

and spacecrafts.  
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Year 1 and 2 

In Year 1 maths, we have been developing our understanding of 

place value within 100.  We have been 

counting forwards and backwards, counting 

from 50 to 100 and counting in tens to 100. 

We have also been learning how numbers are 

made up of tens and ones by partitioning 

numbers and using practical resources to 

support our understanding. We have been comparing numbers and 

discussing which numbers are greater than, less than or equal. 

In Year 2, we have been learning all about time. We have explored the features of an analogue 

clock, identifying the hour and minute hands and understanding their different roles. We have 

practised telling the time to o'clock, half past, quarter past and quarter to, as well as learning 

that there are 60 minutes in one hour. We have been developing our confidence in using the 

language of "past" and "to" when reading clocks and have enjoyed applying our skills through 

practical activities and problem-solving challenges. 

 

In Phonics, we have been continuing to recap our ‘choose to use’ sounds, 

thinking carefully about if a spelling rule applies to the ‘choose to use’ sounds 

and using our whiteboards to write different spelling options when there isn’t so 

we can decide which spelling looks correct. This has helped us to develop and 

build on our current spelling knowledge and skill. 

We have also been focusing on decoding alien 

words using our phonics knowledge. We enjoyed 

taking part in Mrs Nixon's alien word hunt, where we searched for 

hidden alien words and used our phonics skills to decode them.  

In Talk for Writing, we have consolidated our learning on 

biographies by completing our biography about Neil Armstrong. We 

used the plans and fact files we created during our history 

learning to help us organise information and write factual sentences 

about his life and achievements. 

We have also been introduced to our new class text, ‘Fantastic Mr 

Fox’. We have begun internalising the story through actions, 

storytelling and creating a story map to help build our fluency and 

understanding of the text. Over the coming weeks, we will continue 
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to learn the story, explore the characters in greater depth, develop rich vocabulary through word 

banks and gather ideas to support our own writing. 

 

In RE, we have been learning about rules and why they are important. We explored the rules we 

have at school and at home, discussing how some are similar and some are different. We also 

looked at rules we encounter in everyday life, such as traffic lights and signs, and considered 

what might happen if these rules were ignored. Through our discussions, we learned that rules 

help to keep us safe, but we also recognised that some rules from the past were unfair. We 

linked this to our previous History learning about segregation and women's rights, discussing 

how some people worked hard to change unfair rules. 

 

In history, we revisited the achievements of Neil Armstrong and used our 

learning to create fact files that supported our biography writing. We also 

learned about Mae Jemison and explored her inspiring journey to 

becoming a scientist, doctor and astronaut. We discussed the challenges 

she faced, including racism and how her determination and resilience 

helped her achieve her goals and inspire others. 

In art, we continued to develop our collage skills, combining collage and 

drawing techniques to create portraits. 

In science, we have been learning about living things and how to 

identify them using the seven life processes (MRS GREN): movement, 

respiration, sensitivity, growth, reproduction, excretion and nutrition. We 

used these characteristics to classify things as living, once alive or never 

alive, developing our scientific observation and reasoning skills. 

 

 

 

Year 3 and 4   

This week, we completed the Multiplication Tables Check in Year 4. In preparation for this, we 

have continued to practise and rehearse our quick recall of multiplication and division facts, 

focusing on all multiplication tables up to 12 × 12. We have worked hard to improve both our 

accuracy and speed when recalling facts and have applied this knowledge to solve multiplication 

and division problems, too. As part of our Mastering Number sessions, we have also used 

songs, chants and music to jazz up our practise, helping us to remember key facts while having 

fun. We have enjoyed challenging ourselves and celebrating the progress we have made 

throughout the year. We’ve also started our brand-new unit on angles!  
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In Year 3, we have now completed our unit on time. 

Although this has been a challenging topic, we have shown 

great resilience and perseverance. We have learned to tell 

and write the time from analogue clocks, including using 

Roman numerals from I to XII and we can now read the 

time to the nearest minute. We have explored the 

relationship between analogue and digital clocks, compared 

durations of time and used vocabulary such as a.m. and 

p.m. We have also solved a range of problems involving 

hours, minutes and seconds, applying our understanding to real-life contexts. Through regular 

practice and discussion, we have developed a much more secure grasp of both analogue and 

digital time and are becoming increasingly confident when explaining our reasoning. Continued 

practice at home, such as reading clocks regularly and discussing start and finish times of daily 

activities, will help to embed these important skills and strengthen our understanding even 

further.  

In literacy, we have been developing our non-chronological report writing skills by creating 

informative reports about our school. We explored what makes our school such a special place to 

learn and grow, focusing on its facilities and grounds, the high-quality teaching and learning 

opportunities available and the many experiences that make our school community unique. As 

part of our learning, we identified and used the key features of a non-chronological report, 

including clear headings and subheadings, factual language, the present tense, technical 

vocabulary and organised paragraphs. We also practised using conjunctions to link ideas and 

expanded noun phrases to provide more detailed descriptions. We have enjoyed researching, 

planning and writing our reports and have worked hard to present information clearly and 

effectively for our readers. 

 

In spelling in Year 3, we have been learning about words that end in the suffix -tion, where the 

ending is pronounced /shun/. We explored a range of examples, including emotion, affection and 

infection, and discussed how adding the suffix changes the meaning of a root word. We 

practised spelling these words accurately and using them correctly within our writing. 

Meanwhile, in Year 4, we have been focusing on homophones – words that sound the same but 

have different meanings and spellings. We investigated pairs such as bury and berry, not and 

knot, and fair and fare, using context clues to identify the correct spelling. Through games, 

discussions and written activities, we have developed our understanding of these tricky words 

and improved our spelling accuracy in everyday writing. 
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This week, we visited RSPB Geltsdale with Year 5 and 6 

in preparation for our literacy learning over the next few 

weeks. Despite the rainy weather, we embraced the 

experience and carefully observed the features of the 

landscape around us, thinking about how we could 

describe them effectively in a recount. We paid close 

attention to the sights, sounds and atmosphere of the 

reserve, collecting ideas and vocabulary that would help 

bring our writing to life. At the end of the week, we 

pulled our ideas together by drawing detailed maps of 

our route through 

Geltsdale. This allowed us to visualise and recount our 

journey step by step, helping us to organise events in the 

correct order. We then began adding descriptive language 

and key details to our maps, creating a bank of ideas 

that we will use to 

write engaging and 

vivid recounts in the 

coming weeks.  

 

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Year 5 and 6 

Wow, where have the last two weeks gone? With trips, visits and sporting events, the past 

fortnight has flown by!  

 

In literacy, we’ve done a lot of writing! We’ve analysed a non-chronological report as well as 

planned and written our own versions about Hallbankgate Village School. We worked hard to 

ensure that our writing was meeting the purpose of writing to inform and was well matched to 

our audience of adults and children. In Year Six, we’ve 

been working particularly hard to ensure our writing 

really shows off everything we’ve learned at primary 

school and all the amazing punctuation and sentence 

structures we know how to use! 

 

In our reading VIPERS we’ve been introduced to our new 

class text Where my Wellies Take Me by Michael and 

Clare Morpurgo. This is a beautiful book all about a 

walk taken through the countryside and we’re looking 

forward to making our own versions. To do this, we 

took a (very rainy!) walk on Thursday around Geltsdale 

to get inspiration. Despite the blustery weather, we saw a lot of interesting bird species, many 

plants and enjoyed the varied landscapes and vistas that we came across.  

 

In maths in Year 5, we’ve whizzed through 

negative numbers and are now learning 

about converting units of measure. So far, 

we’ve been using metric units of measure 

and have explored units for measuring 

mass, capacity and length.  

 

 

In science we’ve started our new unit of 

learning about forces. This week, we’ve been 

learning about friction and thinking about 

when friction is useful and when it isn’t. We had a lot of fun lifting 

jelly cubes with sticks to find out whether adding oil increased or 

decreased the amount of friction.  

 

Our history learning about the Windrush generation continued last week with a lesson thinking 

about why people from the Caribbean chose to emigrate to Great Britain in the late 1940s. We 
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learned about the many factors effecting this choice as well as 

some of the jobs and opportunities people would have been looking 

for once they arrived.  

 

In music, we’ve had a lot of fun 

singing. Last week we perfected 

singing in two parts with the song 

Oh Happy Day and this week we 

learned a new song - A World Full 

of Sound. 

 

In art, we’ve really enjoyed 

learning two new techniques. Last week we learned how to 

create an ombre effect using oil pastels. We had to choose three 

or four analogous colours using our colour wheels and 

carefully blended them from dark to light. This week, inspired by Helen 

Frankenthaler’s paintings, we explored ‘wet on wet’ watercolour painting to 

create our own abstract paintings. Again, we thought about our colour 

wheel to play with analogous colours as well as carefully choosing 

contrasting colours for impact.  
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We’ve had a lot of outings this week! On Wednesday, Year Five had a day 

out at Samuel King’s School in Alston. They took part in lots of fun activities: 

making fidget spinners in DT, baking biscuits in catering and a great 

trampolining session to end the day.  

 

On Friday, Year Five and Six did Hallbankgate 

proud at the William Howard Athletics Festival. We 

competed in every event from throwing a cricket ball 

to running a relay! Despite the rain, it was a lot of 

fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Day 

On Monday 1st June, we took part in 

our annual Sports Day and everyone 

demonstrated fantastic determination, 

resilience and sportsmanship 

throughout the event. Despite the rainy 

weather, we persevered and proudly 

showed off our skills in a wide range 

of activities and races. The competition 

was incredibly close, with all houses 

earning an impressive number of 

points, but Helvellyn House narrowly 

secured victory with over 5,000 

points. A huge well done to everyone 

for their enthusiasm, effort, and team spirit. We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to 

all the parents and family members who came along to support and encourage us throughout the 

afternoon. 
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Attendance Matters: academic year- 22
nd

 May 2026 

We are delighted to let you know that our school is ranked 6
th

 out of 145 for our whole-school 

school attendance! We are also delighted to let you know that we are ranked 1
st

 out of all schools 

in the Local Authority for having no children persistently absent from school! We have ranked 

highly in all areas, apart from unauthorised attendance which, unfortunately, relates to holidays 

taken in term time. 

 

 

Summer fete donations 

A huge thank you to everyone for their generous donations for the bottle tombola. We hope 

to see you at our summer fete, next Saturday (20
th

 June). 
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