’%ﬁ?& Week Commnan,g Lt and, 11" June 2026
GE'S

Learners of the Week.: wic b June: Boﬁby Moily and Leah
wc 1t June: BLLLH Harry and Charlotte

Housepomts total:  Skiddaw-150 Hel,vzttyn, 166 Blencathra 129

Eaﬂg Years
Over the Iaa,st two weeks, we have heen busy dzveLoan,g our skills across all areas of lzarmng

In Nw'sery, we have heen proctising letter formation, pzncL[ grip and
segmzntmg and ble,ndmg scmplxz, CVC words thrvugh fu,n ames and,
activities. In Receptwn we have heen recapping Phase 3

d.tgra,o,hs and applymg our p/wmcs lcncrwiedge to- read and
slozll word.s Lndzpandzn,t[y.

In Nursery, we have heen budd,'mg confidence with counting,
R - e recognising numerals to-5 and maitching numbers to

OM .\ cLua,rLtLtUas thrvugh, /aru,ctha,L and. outdoor activities. In
Reception, we have heen exlatming numhber bond.s,
subtraction, doub[i,ng, odd and even numhbers and dzvetop‘mg our
undzrstandulg of numbers to 0.

In Early Years, we have also ery‘oyed, d,Lscmrtng
Iy clues that introduced our new- Talk for Writing

: r u ext. Fantastic MrFox by Rould Dahl. We have

~ 3 heen lp,a,ang new- vvca,b,uta.ry, creating story

maps, retz[[i,ng the story and exp[ormg characters
through, role Ial,ay and q,uzstwnmg.

In Und,er‘sta,n,dm,g the World, we have been &a,mi,ng all about space. Inspired by the hook
‘Whatever Next! ', we prtomd. astronauts, rockets and the solar sy stem. We

; ' MVestLgath planet Earth, learned about day and
nLght and dzsigrw,d our own imaginative planets

and slo,o,cecrafts .
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Year! and 2

place value within 100. We have heen
counting forwards and backwards, counting

We have also heen Learn‘mg how- numbers are
made up of tens and ones b,H Iao,rtl;tl;onmg
numhers and using p,racthaL resources to

support owr undzrstandmg. We have been comparing numhbers and
cLLscussLn,g which numbers are gr@ater' than, less than oreq,ual.

In Year 2, we have heen lza,mtng all about time. We have Q,x/alomd, the features of an analogup,
clock, Ld;z,ntgcytng the hour and minute hands and urwlzrsta,n,dmg their different rotes. We have
practheoL tQ,LLLng the time to- otlock, half past, quarter past and quarter to, as well as lxz,arn‘mg
that there are 60 minutes in one hour. We have heen dzvvlopmg our confidence in using the
language of “past” and "to” when reading clocks and have enjoyed applying our skills through
practhaL activities and problzm—soiving c/wu[lznges.

W8S |n. Phonics, we have been continuing to recap our chouse to-use’ sounds,
thinking carefully about if a spelling rule applies to-the choose to-use’ sounds
and using our whitehourds to write different spell'mg options when there isn't so
we can decide which SP,QULng looks correct. This has /va[pe,d ws to dzvzlop and
*“‘"‘K\; build on our current spelling knowledge and skill.

\"‘\

\\ / We have also heen focu,smg on dzcod,m,g alien
word.s u,smg o-u,rph,om /crwrW'lzdge We eryoyo,d

ta,/cmg part in Mrs Nixons alien word, hunt, where we searched for
hidden alien words and wsed our wam;cs skills to decode them.

In Talk for er;ttng, we have consolidated our Iza.mmg on

b,'wgrap.h'w,s b’H comIaLQthg our bwgraphy ahout Neil Armstrong. We

wsed the IaLa.n.s and fact files we created d,urm,g our htstmy

ST apwgas ) - eaming tohelp us organise information and write factual sentences
P about his life and achievements.

We have also heen introduced to our new- class text, Fantastic Mr
Fox'. We have b,qun, mternalLsLn,g the story thmugh actions,
storyto,dmg and creating a story map to help build our fluency and
urbdzrstcmdmg of the text. Over the coming weeks, we will continue
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to learn the story, exlalom the characters in greater dzpth, dzvolop rich votabula.ry through word,
banks and 9a,th,er' ideas to support our own Wntmg

In RE, we have heen lzaméng about rules and WhH thzy are important. We exptomd the rules we
have at school and at home, cLi,scu,ssi,ng how- some are similar and some are different. We also
lovked, at rules we encounter in Qveryd,ay life, such as traffic Lights and signs, and considered
what nu'ght happm if these rules were tgrwmd Wmmugh our discussions, we learned that rules
/w,Lp to- /ceo.p us safe, but we also recogntso,d that some rules from the past were unfair. We
linked this to our previous HLstmy lza,mtng ahout segregation and womens n;gh,ts, cLLscussLng
how- some Io,eoplz worked, hard tor cha.nge unfair rules.

In thtmy, we revisited the achievements of Neil Armstrong and used our
Leamj,ng to- create fact files that supported our bwgraphy writing. We also
learned about Mae Jemison and Q,xplomd her inspiring journey to
bzcmnm,g a scientist, doctor and astronaut. We discussed the challznges
she faced, Lrchu,cLLn,g racism and how- her determination and resilience
/uatpzd her achieve her gaals and inspire others.

In art, we continued. to- d,evztop our coﬂage skills, combLnLng coil.a.ge and
. d.rawmg technj,q,uzs to- create portraits.
B n science, we have heen lza,mtng about LLving tthgs and how to

identify them using the seven life processes (MRS GREN): movement,
respiration, sensitivity, gmwth, reprvdu,cti,on, excretion and nutrition. We

Year 3 and b4

This week, we completed the /V\uLtLIaLLca,thm Tables Check in Year . In preparation for this, we
have continued to- practise and rehearse our quick recall of multiplication and division facts,
focusing on all muLtLpchatLon tahles up to 12 x12. We have worked hard to improve both our
accuracy and speed when reca.llmg facts and have a,laplizd this /cnuwied,ge to- solve muLtLIaLLcatLon
and division protlems, too. As part of our/\/\asteling Number sessions, we have also used
songs, chants and music to jazz up our proctise, hz[pmg ws to- remember /cey facts while h,a,ving
fun. We have an'oyed cha[lzngmg ourselves and celzbrati,ng the progress we have made
throughout the year. We've also started our brand-new- unit on anglzs!
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& In Year 3, we have now completed our unit on time.
s ALthough this has been a cha[&ngmg topic, we have shown
great resilience and perseverance. We have learmed to tell

| and write the time from analogue clocks, including using
: Roman numerals from [ to- Xl and we can now- read the
time tothe nearest minute. We have Qxlalomd the
relationship between ana[oguz and d,igttal clocks, cmp,amd
durations of time and used vucab,ulary such as a.m. and

: o pem. We have also solved a range of pm'blzms anviving

hours, minutes and second.s, app[yi,ng our un,dzr'stan,d,i,ng to- real-life contexts. 771ro'ugh mguLar
proctice and discussion, we have dzvalopo,d a much more secure grasp of both ana[oguz and
d,LthaL time and are bzcommg anrzasLnng confident when QxIaLa,LnLng our reasoning. Continued
proctice at home, such as rza.dmg clocks regula,riy and, dLscussLng start and finish times of d,a,LLH
activities, will /uatp, to-emhbed these important skills and stren.gthzn our und;z,rstand,mg even
further.

In LLteracH, we have heen d,evv,l,opmg our n,on-chrmwiochal report writing skills by creating
informative reports about our schoot. We exp[omd what makes our school such a spec‘wl place, to-
learn and grow, focu,si,ng on its facilities and groun,d,s, the hL\gh-q/ualLty to,a,chtng and Lea,ang
opportunities available and the many experiences that make our school Community unigue. As
part of our lzamtn,g, we identified and used the /ozy features of a non—chronoiogtca[ report,
LrLcLuoLLng clear hzadtngs and sub/w,a,dmgs, factual Language, the present tense, technical
vm:a,but(uy and orgam;sed Iaa,rugraphs. We also Io,racthecL using conjunctions to- link ideas and
expanded noun phroses to-provide more detailed descriptions. We have ery‘oyed resea,rchmg,
Ia[a,rm'mg and writing our reports and have worked hard to present information cLeariH and
ejfecttve[y for our readers.

In spztt‘mg in Year 3, we have heen Leammg about words that end in the suffix -tion, where the
eerLng is p,romunco,d [shun/. We prlomd a range of Qxa,mp&s, antud.mg emotion, affection and
inffection, and discussed hcrwa,dd'mg the suffix c/w.nges the meaning of a root word. We
Iarcu:thed slop,LLLng these word.s wccura&[y and using them cmctly within our writing.
Meanwhile, in Year &k, we have been focusing on hmophoms - words that sound the same but
have different meanings and sp,etti,ngs. We anestigated pairs such as éu@ and éeny not and
knot, and, fairand fare, using context clues to Ldp,ntl;fy the correct SIQQLLLng. 771r0u9h games,
discussions and written activities, we have dzve[op,ed our understanding of these trLc/cy word.s
and improved our sp,ellmg accuracy in everyday writing.
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This week, we visited RSPB Geltsdale with Year 5 and 6
in preparation forour LLtem,cy lza,mtng over the next few
weeks. Destho, the rainy weather, we emhraced the
experience and carofully ohserved the features of the

landscape around us, thinking about how- we could 5.7\, = N e
describe them effectively in a recount. We paid close U@ i o Aj;z;;;ﬂ”
attention to the sights, sounds and atmosphere of the S ', : o Y e,

reserve, coiLo,cthg ideas and vm:abulary that would hzlp
bnngow*vwwt to-life. At the end of the week, we
Iauled, our ideas togeth,er' by d,rawmg detailed maps of
our route thrvugh
| Geltsdale. This allowed us to visualise and recount our
| journey step b,y step, /w.LIaLng us to-organise events in the
- correct order. We then bzgan add.mg dzscripttve Langua.ge
and /cey details to- our maps, creating a bank of ideas
that we will wse to |
write engaging and,
vivid recounts in the
coming weeks.
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Year5 and 6

Wow-, where have the last two weeks gonz? With trips, visits and sporting events, the past
fo-rtn,(ght has flown b,y./

In L‘uﬁeracy, we've done a lot of Wn;thg./ We've ana.[ysed, a rwn—chrmw'iogi,cal report as well as
plan,md and written our own versions ahout /-/atlbankgate VLLLa.ge School. We worked hard to

ensure that our wn'thg was m,o,etmg the pUrRoSe of wntmg tor mfmm and was well matched to
our audience of adults and children. In Year Six, we've

been Wvﬂcmg IO,a.l‘tLCLLLa,r‘LH hard toensure our WTlthg CLARE AND MICHAEL

mal[y shows off evo,rythtng we've learned at primary MORPURE? k’){
school and all the amazing punctuation and sentence A s " gﬂ <
structures we know- how- to- use! > jr “W

. \/\/u |
In our'raa,dmg VIPERS we've heen introduced to our new 7/ !:‘ /\Wf »{M s |
class text Where my Wellies Take Me by Michael and g il | ”G_

Clare /V\orpurgo*. This is a beautiful book all about a

walk taken through the countryside and we're looking )
forward tO'ma,/ang our own versions. lo do this, we A
took a (vzry rw;ny./) walk on Wmur"sday around Geltsdale

to- get inspiration. Despttxz, the blustery weather, we saw a lot of inferesting bird species, many
IaLants and ery‘oyed, the varied La,n,dscapzs and vistas that we came across.

"M In maths in Year 5, we've whizzed through
nzgath numbers and are now lxz,o,mmg
about converting units of measure. Sofar,
we've heen using metric units of measure

and have exptomd units for mea.suring
mass, ca,aaLLtH and Length,.

In science we've started our new- unit of
learning ahout forces. This week, weve heen
learning about friction and thinking about
when friction is useful and when it isnt. We had a lot of fun LLfthg
jQ,[,LH cubes with sticks to find out whether addmg oil increased or
decreased the amount of friction.

Our thtmy I.Qa,rrung about the Windrush generation continued. last week with a lesson tth,/ang
about why p»zoplz from the Caribbean chose to-emigrate to- Great Britain in the late 1940s. We
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learned ahout the many factors qﬁcectmg this choice as well as
| some of thzjobs and opportunities p,eopte would have heen Lookmg

for once thzy arrived..

In music, we've had a lot of fun
singing. Last week we perfected
singing in two parts with the song
Oh Happ,y Day and this week we ,
Leamp,do,nzwsong - AWorld Full |
of Sound.

In art, we've rza,LLy anoyed,
Learm;n,g two new- &chm;cluzs. Last week we learned how tor
create an ombre effect using oil pastets. We had to choose three
or four a,nalogau,s colours using our colour wheels and
cmfu[[y blended them from dark to Light. This week, Lns,o,i,m,d by Helen
Frankenthalers paintings, we Qxlalomd ‘wet on wet watercolour painting to
create our own ahstroct paintings. Agam, we t/wu\ght about our colour

wheel to*p[ay with anatogous colours as well as camfutty ch,acrstng
contrastm,g colours for Lmlaa,ct.
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We've had a lot of outings this week! On Wednesday, Year Five had a day
out at Samuel K'Ln,g’s Schoot in Alston. 77723 took part in lots of fun activities:
nw./ang de.get spinners in DT, ba/ctng biscuits in catering and a great
trampoim,tng session to-end the day.

On Frid,a,y, Year Five and Six did Ha,LLb,o,n/cgo.tQ

Iarcru.d, at the William Howard Athletics Festival. We
! comlo;zted, in every event from thrtrwing a cricket ball
to- running a rQLa,y./ Despl,ba the rain, it was a lot of

fun,./

7 our annual Sports Day and everyone
demonstrated fantastic defermination,
resilience and sportsmanship
throughout the event. Despite the rainy
weather, we persevered and proudly
. showed off our skills in o wide range

| of activities and races. The competition
" was incredibly close, with all houses
~ eaming an impressive number of

“ = points, but Helvellyn House narrowly

secured victory with over 5,000

- points. A huge well done to-everyone
for theirenthusiasm, effort, and team spirit. We would alsolike to-extend our sincere thanks to-
all the parents and family members who came along to- support and encourage us throughout the

aftemom.
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Attendance Matters: academic year- D Ma,y 2026

We are delighted to let you know-that our school is ranked 6" out of 145 for our whole- school
school attendance! We are also delighted to- let you know- that we are ranked 1* out of all schoots
in the Lotal Authority for having no children persistently absent from schoot! We have ranked
hcghly in all areas, apart from unauthorised attendance which, unfortunately, relates to*ho-t«;d,ays
taken in term time.

Overall attendance 97.2% You are ranked 6th out of 145 schools
Overall absence 2.8% You are ranked 6th out of 145 schools
Authorised absence 2.0% You are ranked 3rd out of 145 schools
Unauthorised absence 0.9% You are ranked 64th out of 145 schools
Persistently absent 0.0% You are ranked 1st out of 145 schools
Severely absent 0.0% You are ranked 1st out of 145 schools
Summer fete donations

A huge t/wm,lc HO‘LL to- everyone for their generous donations for the hottle tomhbhola. We iwpe
to- see you at our summer fefe, next Saturday (20% June).
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STONGER, SAFER

SWIMMERS START

WITH BETTER

Join weekly lessons with Better
Swim School or boost your child’s
swimming with weekday holiday
courses.

Simply enter code GETSAFE15 at
checkout to claim £15 off your first
payment before 31st July 2026.

WHENEVER YOU ARE AROUND WATER

STOP AND THINK STAY TOGETHER

IN AN EMERGENCY

www.hallbankgate.org.uk

E15 OFF

“CALL 999

Take time to assess When around water Ask for the Fire and Rescue Fall in or become tired -
your surroundings. always go with Service when inland and the stay calm, float on your
friends or family. Coastguard if at the coast. back and call for help.
Look for the dangers
and always research Swim at a Don't enter the water Throw something that
local signs and advice. lifeguarded venue. to rescue. floats to somebody
that has fallen in.
By WATER SAFETY I I
EDUCATION PARTNER
lm‘;:"ﬁmxfﬂ.‘,ﬂi'" iecn b uuo-mn uiiun; Wox 0o ba )i with any ochar affer. q e tmand tha e hasc Ful wrms ond
ogfa ofGLL stars Limkad), roglEred sockcy L tha Co-ops 04

Ilm“l

g

,Tha Aoy ol Arsnd, M SE12 65C Inkand Reverue Charty no. XRAINE.
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sparking imagination and creativity
for children and young people

SUNDAY
14TH JUNE
1-3pm

at)

Lanercost CofE
Primary School,

Brampton CA8 2L Lancrcost Luclty Dip!
:EZtrxf;::;lding.shining Eprrc and “l‘brﬂt‘ our
creative, cultural and caring
community with activites
for the whole family!

& Including:
Arts and Crafts, Storytelling,
Naturc Actwntlcs. lethy Eating,

“

o= @ .




