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VIPs:   Kelsey and Louisa 

Ryan and Sebastien 

Learners of the Previous Week:   Alicia, William and Lewis 

Jasmine, Alexa and April 

 

Housepoints: Skiddaw 520 Helvellyn 576  Blencathra 468 

 

W/c 25
th

 February in Class 2, we started our new 

topic learning on biomes.  Due to the success and 

enjoyment of topic week, we are completing our 

geography learning in a similar collaborative way, 

acting as campaigners to raise awareness about the 

impact humans are having around the world. We 

are exploring key themes such as vegetation and 

habitats, land uses and climate patterns. We have 

been extending our geographical vocabulary and 

have started to notice patterns and similarities across the globe and are working 

towards writing non-chronological reports and newspaper articles.  

 

In maths, Year 5 have been learning how to 

multiply fractions by whole amounts and Year 6 

have been exploring the link between decimals 

and fractions. We are really enjoying our Maths 

No Problem challenges with someone in Year 6 

saying that it was their favourite lesson ever and 

asked if they could learn about decimals all 

day!  

 

In our science lesson this week, we completed an 

investigation to determine the different properties of rocks. We used wooden spatulas, 

plastic and metal to test the hardness, water to test permeability and white vinegar to 

complete an acid test: we had to look very closely to see if there were any tiny bubbles 

produced on the surface of the rock, before noting our observations.  We linked our 

conclusions to how and why certain rocks are used for certain purposes, as well as 

how they are formed which we will be learning about in more detail next week.  
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On Thursday, Class 2 were visited by David Mark- a published author who writes 

crime novels for adults and Naomi and Jake - geologists from the North Pennines AONB 

partnership. We found out how Hallbankgate would have once been covered in ice, 

swamps and dense vegetation, as well as how some of the features of the landscape 

we have today would have been formed. We then began to let our imaginations run 

wild as we collaborated to build up characters, settings and a plot outline of a story. 

David told us how impressed he was with our use of figurative language- even getting 

goosebumps when Year 6 read out their descriptions. He found it fascinating that we 

were able to draw story maps and retell our stories, as well as how we ‘magpie’ and 

record language and features of writing to enhance our writing in year 5 and 6. We are 

looking forward to seeing our visitors again on Tuesday 12
th

 March.  

 

In Class 2, we went to the Civic Centre to the Mayor’s 

office and council chambers and also the Magistrates 

Court on Friday to extend our understanding of British 

Values; particularly the Rule of Law and Democracy. 

We met the Mayor (Councillor Jessica Riddle), who 

showed us around her offices and the chambers 

where she meets with all the other councillors. We 

looked at the 

clothing she has 

to wear, the 

special objects 

that are carried 

and worn and 

photographs of all 

of the Mayors of 

Carlisle (including Eden and Will’s Great 

Grandad!). We were fascinated to learn how you 

become a mayor, as well as how meetings run and what the mayor has to do. We 

learnt more about the role of local government and its place in the UK democratic 

process.  We found out about Royal visits and special gifts the City of Carlisle has 

received over the years; including silverware and a handmade rug from Carlisle in 

Pennsylvania. After a quick break, we headed back to the chambers where we began 

our own debating sessions. We voted for a Mayor from each year group to chair the 

meetings, before debating on issues such as, “Should school uniform be banned?” and 

“Should the school week be shortened to 4 day instead of five?” Just like in the real 

council meetings, we (the ‘councillors’) raised our hand to discuss an argument, the 

chair selected us to speak and then we turned on our microphone so that everyone 
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could hear. We really enjoyed the opportunity to 

debate some key issues and we really stretched 

our reasoning learning muscle.  

 

After lunch at the Civic Centre, Year 5 and 6 

went to the Magistrates Court. We were lucky 

enough 

to visit and look at the cells (including the 

toilets which were not very private!) We saw 

where prisoners would be held, where they 

would meet with a solicitor and what they 

would have for lunch, which didn’t look very 

appetising! When we were back in the 

courtroom, we found out that from 10 years 

old, you are responsible for your actions and 

behaviours and could end up in the 

Magistrates Court! We explored the differences 

between the Magistrates and the Crown Court, as 

well as the different roles that each person plays. 

After that, we became those roles by acting out a 

courtroom mock trial based on cyber-bullying. We 

all had a different role- from prosecutors to 

defence and family members to witnesses! We 

read out the script and waited with baited breath 

to hear the verdict! Whilst we waited for the 

verdict, we all discussed what the right verdict 

would be and what could have been done 

differently by the person on trial. We really impressed the Magistrates with our 

knowledge of internet-safety and trusted adults, and applied our learning carefully to 

make an informed decision.  

 

We also welcomed PCSO Tom Haworth from Cumbria 

Constabulary into school on 5
th

 March to deliver a parent 

information session about keeping children safe online - it 

was a really informative and interesting session.  We look 

forward to seeing him in school again soon.   
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On Wednesday Class 2 enjoyed learning from another 

visitor in school - Sue Webster, who kindly came in to 

give us a spinning demonstration.  It was really 

interesting to learn about the different types of wool 

from silk to sheep’s wool.  Sue explained the process of 

how wool is taken from a sheep and washed and 

about how the fibres are then straightened before 

spinning into wool.  We all got a go at pressing 

the foot treadle and some of us had a go at 

trying to feed the wool at the same time - it was 

really tricky!  A BIG THANK YOU to Sue - we had 

a great time and learnt lots from you!  

 

During the morning Class 2 also made a start on 

our playground development project; we began 

by tidying up the grounds, pruning the willow 

structure and removing a tarmac path that we intend to turn into a sensory flower bed.  

We also have plans to develop new Early Years spaces, create a relaxed/quiet zone and 

grow lots of fruit and vegetables in our vegetable garden.  We have just written an 

email to send out to businesses in the area to see if we can persuade them to send in 

donations towards our project - watch this space!    

 

 

In Class 2 we have been continuing to learn about 

British Values in PSHE, so far we have explored identity 

and diversity, diversity in the UK and are now exploring 

bullying and the effect that it can have on people’s 

identities. We have held some very mature discussions, 

contributing thoughts and ideas in a respectful and open 

way.   We are continuing to use and explore vocabulary 

and terms such as tolerance and discrimination and reflecting on ourselves as future 

citizens and the type of world we want to grow up in.   
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In Craft Club we were excited to start learning how to 

weave and had lots of fun 

stringing our looms and using 

wool to practise weaving.  

Some of us have chosen to 

make our own papier-mache 

bowls which we will then decorate using decoupage.   

 

Early Years 

 

We have continued our hard work in the 

wildlife garden this week. We did lots of 

digging and clearing and our compost heap is 

getting larger with every week! We also moved 

the mini beast hotel and rebuilt it and we 

were delighted to find lots of different mini 

beasts already living there. It is looking great 

in the wildlife garden! 

 

We also had fun out in the snow this week, 

creating snowmen and snow dogs and snow angels! We even discovered some animal 

tracks in the snow which encouraged us to leave our own footprints in the snow. 

 

We had great fun making pancakes on Shrove 

Tuesday. To begin with we washed our hands 

and then measured out our different 

ingredients; we had to use our noticing skills 

to ensure our measurements were accurate. 

Next, we mixed all of our ingredients together, 

then after cooking we had the chance to try 

them. They were really yummy and it was 

great measuring out the ingredients ourselves! 

What a brilliant chance to apply our shape, space and measure skills! It was also a 

great opportunity to test out our new smoke alarms fitted over the Summer - we are 

pleased to report that they work really well!  
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In Early Years we have also been learning about our natural environment and different 

wildlife and plant life in the local area. To develop our knowledge further in a different 

context we spent an afternoon based around the William Wordsworth poem ‘I wandered 

lonely as a cloud’. We discussed the different images created in the poem linked to 

daffodils and then generated some of our own ideas based around daffodils. We even 

added in some personification! After creating our collaborative ideas we then made 

detailed observational drawings of daffodils, looking carefully at the flowers in order to 

imitate and notice the different shapes and colours we needed to use. The finished 

pictures looked amazing! Reception also created some labelled diagrams of daffodils 

and used their 

segmenting skills to 

form the labels.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Class 1, we used our knowledge of onomatopoeia to 

find and make different sounds. We used instruments, 

voices and class objects to create a range of sound 

words, and performed a poem using these. We wrote our 

own poems thinking about all the sounds we could hear 

around school, and what would happen if ‘The sound 

Collector’ came and took them away.  

 

 

 

In topic, we looked at all the temperature 

data we have been collecting over the past 

few weeks and used our IT skills to input 

data onto a table. We then make different 

charts showing our data and worked out 

the highest and lowest temperatures over 

the past few weeks. It ranged from -1 to 18 

degrees! 
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After our exciting visit to the 

Mayor’s Office in the Civic 

Centre, Year 3 and 4 walked 

across town to Tullie House. 

They visited the Reivers exhibition and went on a Reivers 

trail to solve puzzles about the past. We looked at 

original artefacts, used our distilling muscles to sift out 

key facts from the information given and 

interacted with different historical sources. As 

well as this, we also got to dress up in 

costumes from the past, role playing how 

villagers and Reivers might have acted. We 

enjoyed looking at the family surname map to 

see if any of our ancestors might have been 

Reivers! We managed to find a few matching 

names. 

 

 

Finally we would like to congratulate Mrs Arnold 

who shared her exciting news this week that she 

is expecting a baby brother or sister for Harper 

in September!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


