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Learners of the Week:  Azalea, Eugene and James  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  166    Helvellyn  178   Blencathra  164 

  

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have continued 

our focus on 3D shapes and their different 

properties. We enjoyed searching for different 3D 

shapes around our classroom and managed to find 

lots of different examples of 3D shapes. We were 

even able to identify some of the properties, 

including the 2D shapes which are faces of the 3D 

shapes. We also consolidated our knowledge through sorting activities, looking closely to 

distinguish between the different 3D shapes and 

identifying the properties to help sort them accurately. 

Building on our knowledge of shapes, we then began 

exploring pattern, particularly repeating patterns. We 

were able to use a range of different shapes and 

were even able to extend our knowledge to create 

these patterns in interesting arrangements, such as 

spirals, zigzags and circles. It was a challenge but 

also great fun. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week, we 

learnt three new trigraphs (3 letters making 1 sound); ure, ear and air. They were tricky but we 

worked hard to learn and apply our new knowledge. In our phonics learning in Nursery, we 

have been exploring syllables and playing a describe it and find it game with our friends. It 

was a great opportunity for us to develop our communication and language 

skills.  

 

In our Talk for 

Writing learning, 

we enjoyed 

starting the 

innovation phase, 

by starting to 

create some 
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changes to our focus story Mr Gumpy’s Outing. We considered which of the 

characters we were going to change and enjoyed creating new story maps to 

highlight the changes. Although our new stories follow a similar theme to Mr 

Gumpy’s Outing, it has been great to make some of our own changes!  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the word learning, we continued to focus on the 

Bible and the importance of the Bible as a religious text within Christianity. We recalled some of 

the information that we learnt last week and enjoyed listening to some children talking about the 

Bible and how they access it. We learnt that children use and access the Bible in lots of different 

ways, including reading the Bible in different languages or accessing parts 

of the Bible through technology. We also listened to the Bible story of the 

lost sheep and discussed some of the key morals from the story. 

 

In our design technology learning this week, we 

enjoyed creating apple pies. We began by carefully 

measuring out the different ingredients to make our 

home-made pastry and to make our apple filling. It 

was interesting to explore the technique for creating 

the pastry - although we found it quite challenging to 

rub the flour and butter together to make a smooth mixture. We also found 

it tricky to peel and chop the apples, but learnt safe techniques to enable us 

to carefully and accurately 

learn and use these skills. We enjoyed rolling out 

the pastry and cutting out the pieces in order to 

make our apple pies, too. After waiting for the 

apple pies to cook in the oven, we then had the 

fun job of tasting them! They were delicious, 

and it was great to know that we had made the 

whole apple pies from scratch! 

 

 

 

In our PSHE learning with Class 2 we enjoyed creating posters to share our knowledge about 

food banks. We did some fantastic collaborating!  

 

We also enjoyed celebrating world book day this week. We got to share our favourite books 

together and talk about how inspiring books can be! We had the brilliant opportunity of listening 
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to an author discussing writing and illustrating 

children’s books, which was really interesting. It 

was also great to share our own favourite books 

and discuss why they were important to us. The 

books were so varied, spanning lots of different 

genres and it was great to reflect on the power of 

books together! 

 

 

 

Class 2 News  

 

This week, in our science learning, we have been consolidating our 

knowledge of all living things by sorting and grouping animals 

based on their characteristics. Some of them really made us think 

carefully (for example, why whales are mammals and not fish!) but 

we successfully sorted them and were able to describe their 

characteristics. This forms the basis for our learning over the next 

few weeks, where we will be learning all about different life cycles. 

Following on from our 

learning last week, we 

recapped the difference 

between those things can be defined as being alive, once 

alive/dead or having never been alive, making sure that 

we referred to the acronym 

‘MRS GREN’ to help us 

work out whether or not 

these life processes take 

place.  

In our literacy learning, we have 

been devolving deeper into our 

new defeating the monster story structure and have been 

exploring different forms of words and their effect in a piece of 

writing, In Year 3, we have been practising our dictionary skills 

by finding and defining new words and in Year 2 and Year 1, we have been sequencing 

sentences and reading for meaning. We’ve all also being immersing ourselves in the text by 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

acting out key 

sections and 

fronted adverbials 

phrases that tell us 

when, where or 

how something 

happened.   

 

This week, we were joined by some very special guests who 

came into school to share lots of local history knowledge with 

us. Working towards the 

Wagonway event in the Village 

Hall in April, our visitors 

introduced us to what the 

Wagonway was, where it ran 

and what it was used for before 

asking if we would be able to help them by adding some of the 

human and physical features to a map from the 1880s! We gladly 

agreed and set about using historical artefacts and sources to add 

to the map, as well as working hard to make it really clear to all 

of the Village Hall visitors 

where the Wagonway actually 

ran. We were fascinated to learn that this came before the 

railway line that ran behind our school and how this 

Wagonway supported local industry and the changes brought 

about during the industrial revolution. We’ll be working on 

this project over the next few weeks 

and we are looking forward to 

sharing the finished map with our visitors who will display it in the 

Village Hall.  
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Finally, in music, we all 

enjoyed learning how to play 

different percussive 

instruments whilst keeping 

time with the beat. We even 

managed to sing our ‘I wanna 

play in a band’ song while 

playing the instruments! It sounded great!   

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In Class 3 this week, we have been working hard to learn our new model text based on the story 

of Julia and the Shark. At the beginning of the week, we explored the story from the point of 

view as a reader to delve deeper into the subtleties of the plot and to understand how the author 

develops character change. It has been amazing to see how we all 

applied our cumulative knowledge and 

understanding of stories and how they 

are structured to really unpick what 

was happening in this text. 

 

 

In PE this week, we have been 

learning how to play golf! This week, 

we focussed on learning how to chip the ball up into the air 

and our aim and accuracy was brilliant by the end of the 

lesson- even if the wind kept blowing the ball off course!  

 

 

Building on from our French learning last 

half term, this week, we took our friends 

on a journey around different places in a 

French town as we applied our knowledge 

of how to go straight on, turn left and turn 

right! We really enjoyed applying our 

knowledge, having asked and answered the question ‘Where is the...?’, 

(in French of course!).  

 

In our RE learning, we have been exploring how religions and religious 

places of worship are distributed locally (in and around Hallbankgate), 
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compared to cities like Carlisle or Newcastle. We made links to our geography learning, too, to try 

and work out the reasons why there may be a greater number of religious places of worship in 

cities (compared to rural areas) and talked about population density and diversity. We will go on 

to learn more about this over the coming weeks to further support our understanding of how we 

can celebrate the diversity within our communities. 

Finally, in DT this week, we have made excellent progress 

with our mittens! This week, we have started to add 

embroidered features onto the other mitten, so that we end up 

with a matching pair! Our designs, confidence and accuracy 

have really developed over the course of the last few weeks 

and we are enjoying having a lovely, calm relaxing afternoon 

at the start of our week (except for when our needles won’t thread!).   

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

Another busy week in Class 3. In maths this week, in Year 4 we have completed 

our unit on fractions and are now moving on to learning about decimals. In Year 

5, we’ve been finding equivalent fractions and decimals up to 2 decimal places 

and in Year 6 we’ve been finding equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages.  

 

In literacy this week we’ve had a bit of a mix up from our usual routines. At the start of the 

week, we all wrote a Cold Write. This is where we use what we know to write a story that 

hasn’t been modelled or worked on. This lets us and our teachers know what we can do without 

help and what areas we need to work on next. After this, we split up and, in Year 4, we spent 

time learning a model text, exploring vocabulary and innovating on sentences, whereas in Year 5 

and 6, we’ve been analysing our model text and identifying how an 

author creates atmosphere. We’ve also finally 

finished our class book Why the Whales Came by 

Michael Morpurgo and are excited to start our new 

book Julia and The Shark by Kiran Millwood 

Hargrave.  
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We had a fascinating afternoon on Wednesday investigating what life was like for Vikings in our 

local area by (virtually) exploring a local, and extremely significant, Viking burial. We followed 

the story of a local detectorist who uncovered a Viking brooch in a field near Cumwhitton and 

used the finds, bit by bit, to deduce information and form theories about the Vikings who lived 

in this area. We got to examine real evidence by looking at photographs and x-ray images of the 

artefacts found in the 6 uncovered graves, as well as using a map of the site to help us work 

out who was buried there and what this meant about live in Viking 

Cumbria. With our historian hats on, we made links, spotted similarities and 

differences and formed some excellent hypotheses about the individuals 

buried and what life might have been like in our 

local area in the 9
th

 and 10
th

 centuries.  

 

 

 

World Book Day 

 

Finally, we had a wonderful day on 

Thursday celebrating World Book Day. We 

enthusiastically brought in our favourite 

books and enjoyed sharing these with our 

peers. In fact, we enjoyed it so much that 

we, without prompting, chose to spend our 

lunch and breaktimes reading and sharing 

our books outside. It was wonderful to see 

such a variety of books and reading material 

and such excitement around it. In Class 3, 

we had the amazing treat of spending an 

hour or so watching the hilarious and 

incredible Michael Rosen live from a theatre, 

especially for World Book Day. He told stories 

and poems and even got us joining in! It was 

very inspirational and we’ll have to make 

sure we’ve got enough of his books in school 

for us to keep enjoying. Similarly, in Class 1 

and 2, we took part in a live event with 

author Helen Stephens. We found out about 

her journey into becoming an author and 

even took part in a draw-along where we 

drew our versions of Peggy, her dog and new main character!  
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Another exciting bookish event that has 

happened this week in Class 3 is the 

arrival of our new bookshelves. We are 

so excited to have all our books in the 

classroom and in one place. Our 

librarians and helpers have done an 

amazing job sorting and ordering our 

books - it looks really smart and having 

them there, easy to see and access, 

means we’ve already started talking more 

about our books, sharing 

recommendations and getting excited to choose what’s next to read. Thank you Mr Davidson! 
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