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Learner of the Week and VIPs:  Bailey, Amos and Jenson  

Headteacher’s Award: Lexi 

 

Housepoints total: Skiddaw 75  Helvellyn 50   Blencathra 47 

 

 

Class 3 News 

 

This week, we have been getting to grips with a 

challenging new model text in literacy. The focus for this 

model text is to develop our understanding of how to 

incorporate an appropriate level of detail to advance the 

action in our narratives. We have created a story map of 

the model text and have started to rehearse it to internalise 

the language and structure. Once we have explored the text 

as a reader (to understand why certain words and phrases 

have been used) and as a writer (to explore the literary and 

figurative techniques used), we will start working towards 

creating our own 'Beating the Monster' tales.   

 

This week has been UK Parliament Week and we have taken the opportunity to 

learn a little bit more about what happens in the House of 

Commons and the House of Lords. We have taken part in 

some debating activities (stretching our reasoning learning muscle to prove and explain 

why we strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly disagree with different statements) 

and have been making links between what Members of Parliament are responsible for 

to our own School Learning Council.  

 

In PE, we have been practising our new rugby skills: moving from learning passes and 

the progression of the ball up the pitch, to tactical play and teamwork. At first, we 

found it really tricky to pass backwards (rather than forwards!) and remember that we 

were allowed to run with the bal. We have made lots of progress and have been 

playing attacking and defensive roles in mini rugby games. 
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In our art lessons, we have continued out work on colour and have 

explored the artist and sculptor Andy Goldsworthy.  We used his 

work as inspiration to create our own landscape art pieces using 

the natural environment.  This was a little 

challenging as a slight breeze blew our leaves 

around on occasions, so we needed to revise what we were doing 

and how we were doing it!  Despite the wind, we were able to 

produce some wonderful pieces.   

 

In music, we have started a new sequence of work using Djembe drums.  We enjoyed 

exploring the tone of these instruments and playing along to the beat.  We will be 

exploring rhythm, pattern and tone whilst developing our skills on these instruments.  

We will also compose and perform short pieces to each other as our skills develop.   

 

Class 2 News 

 

During Art and DT as part of our Antony Gormley 

artist study, we have started to create 3D figures. We 

used masking tape to make strong connections and 

joins between different materials, including cardboard, 

straws, pipe cleaners, plastic and many more. Next 

week, we will finish them off and make them even stronger so that they are ready to 

paint. While we were creating our sculptures, we had to revise our plans and adapt 

them; rethinking all of the time for any changes and improvements. At the end of the 

lesson, we thought about which BLP learning 

characters we could link to the activity. Rita the 

revising rabbit was a big part of our learning and we 

made links to Chrissy the Collaborating Croc due to 

working together as a team.   

 

We have started a new 

topic in Science, which is Rocks and Fossils. We started 

off the new topic by completing a KWL (what we 

already know about rocks and fossils and what we 

want to know about them) grid. After we had 

completed the learning grid, we gathered together in a 

big circle to be rock detectives and have a close look at 
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each of the different types of rocks and fossils. We took it in turns to pick up a rock or 

fossil and discuss what we thought it was, before finding out about each one. As we 

went along, we had great in-depth discussions about the different types of rocks and 

fossils and we started to think about the 3 main types of rocks and how they are 

formed. We discovered that the 3 main types of rocks are Sedimentary, Igneous and 

Metamorphic.  

 

As part of our PE lessons, we have been completing a 

unit of work on dance. This week, we had to use our 

good listening skills to listen very carefully to the 

story ‘The Snail and the Whale’ and follow the dance 

instructions. We had to pretend to be a snail and curl 

up into a ball and then show off our feelers- 

wiggling around just like a real snail. Then we had 

to see who could be the best whale; swishing our big tails around and making big 

slow movements. Finally, we listened to the volcano and collaborated in small groups 

to create a big volcano with a huge eruption. 

 

Class 1 News 

 In Class 1 we have been developing our knowledge 

of the different parts of a plant and the different 

role each part plays. We investigated different 

plants; spotting the roots, stem, leaves and 

flowers. In Nursery and Reception, we then 

planned and created our own representations of 

plants and flowers using different natural objects. 

In Year 1, we labelled diagrams of plants and created glossaries to describe the different 

role each part plays.  

 

We have also been using our philosophical questioning skills to think about food waste 

and how we can reduce our food waste and help the environment. We looked at 

different images of landfills and discussed schemes in which unused food is being 

redistributed.  

 

We have also enjoyed developing our dance and movement skills linked to fireworks, in 

PE. We thought carefully about how we could use our bodies to imitate the different 

fireworks and used songs to support our dance pieces too.  
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One of our Building Learning Power learning challenges 

this week has been to design and 

then create our own castles. We 

used our planning skills to create 

the designs and then persevered to 

use the wooden blocks to balance 

and create the structure of the castle. It has been really fun and 

great to explore the designing and making process in greater 

detail.  

 

 

 

Assemblies this week 

 

In assemblies this week, we have been 

learning about UK Parliament Week; 

stretching our imagining learning muscle 

to put ourselves in the shoes of a Member 

of Parliament. We did this to try and 

empathise with 

what it must be like 

to have so much responsibility. We shared the positives and 

negatives of such an important role, linking our ideas to previous 

assemblies about privacy and Individual Liberty.  

 

 

On Thursday, we started learning about how we can keep ourselves safe in the event 

of an emergency; building on our previous assemblies and our learning about the Rule 

of Law as part of UK Parliament Week. We shared a story 

about a school of mice that were learning about what to do 

in the event of a cat intruder. We learned the rules ‘RUN, 

HIDE, TELL, TREAT’ and then talked about where we would go 

and what we would do in the event of an emergency in our 

school. We were all very sensible 

and made excellent suggestions 

about how we could stay safe and look after each other. 

Just like a fire drill, we will rehearse our Lockdown in the 

coming weeks, having completed a ‘walk through’ this week 

so that everyone knows what to do and what to expect. 
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Last week, the winning house in our inter-house kindness competition was Skiddaw - 

it was very, very close with only 3 points in it! This week, we have been holding doors 

open for each other, saying please and thank you and taking responsibility in our 

classrooms, as just a few examples. In our whole school learning on Friday, we started 

to create a bank of ideas about how we can show kindness to people, our families, the 

community and the wider world and we are going to be creating 

a Tree of Kindness in the main corridor. Each week, we will be 

making a little note of when we see someone in our school doing 

something very kind: we will 

then celebrate these in assembly 

and add them to the branches on 

our tree. Next time you walk 

down the corridor, take a moment to read all about the 

kind things we have been doing in our school. 

 

 

 

  


