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Learners of the Week: Joss, Jenson and Ivy 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 31     Helvellyn 23     Blencathra 25    

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Class 1 this week, we have continued to develop our computing skills, 

particularly focusing on our mouse control skills. In our computing 

learning, we used an online drawing programme to create our own 

pictures. We experimented with colour and brush sizes to create 

different effects with perseverance at the centre of our exploration to 

support us as we coordinated our mouse movements. In addition, our 

art learning this week utilised our computing 

skills to create some digital artwork. We continued 

to use portraits created by Andy Warhol as our inspiration but explored 

how we could alter the colour on photographs to imitate the colour Andy 

Warhol incorporated into his portraits. 

 

We have also continued to develop our understanding of our Talk for 

Writing focus text, Elmer, this week. We used picture cards to help us to 

sequence the story, using story language to then support our recall. 

Nursery and Reception then used their imagining skills to sing a song 

linked to the different jungle animals that Elmer may have encountered 

during the story. They also enjoyed searching for hidden jungle animals 

in the outdoor area. Year 1 applied their understanding of the story 

structure by writing a 

sentence for each story 

sequencing picture, 

forming our first imitation 

story of the year! Year 1 

worked really hard, persevering and using their 

imitating skills to recall the text and interpret the 

pictures themselves. They did such a good job 

they were all awarded a house point!! 
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In our geography and understanding the world learning, we have 

continued to develop our knowledge of the United Kingdom. This week, we 

focused specifically on England and English landmarks. We looked at 

images of Big Ben, Buckingham Palace, the Angel of the North, Blackpool 

Tower, Stonehenge, the Lake District and lake Windermere to name a few. 

We shared our observations and some people were even able to share their 

own first-hand accounts of visiting one of the 

landmarks. Nursery and Reception then chose a 

landmark to create using construction resources and 

Year 1 had the opportunity to draw and label their favourite landmark. 

 

In Maths, we have continued to extend our 

understanding of subitising and recognising 

numerical patterns and some of the 

discussions we have had have been 

incredible! In Year 1, we have been exploring 

the concepts and symbols linked to greater 

than, less than and equal to. It is rather 

tricky but we have persevered and will 

continue to reinforce our understanding 

through different activities. In Nursery and 

Reception, we have been matching and 

ordering groups of objects, identifying 

similarities and differences. 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News 

 

What a brilliant week we’ve all had in Class 2! We have all worked incredibly hard and have 

really stretched our independence in our learning; applying this skills that we have learnt so 

far this term.  
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In literacy this week, we 

made links to our RE 

learning all about 

festivals- particularly, the 

Harvest Festival. To do 

this, we stretched our 

imitating learning muscle 

to imitate the structure of 

The Magic Box, a poem by Kit Wright. Before writing our own poems, we 

worked together to share ideas about what we could put in our box: we 

made sure to include objects, people and things that we could see, smell or hear, as well as 

what our box was made from. To make a link to Harvest, we 

thought about all of the things that we are thankful for (like 

clean water, food, farmers and plants) and how some people 

around the world aren’t quite as fortunate as we are. We 

stretched our collaboration learning muscle to record these 

ideas, before constructing our own poems. At the end of the 

week, we also began to work on a non-

chronological report, all about barn owls. 

This helped us to understand our model text 

and class text a little further and we really 

enjoyed identifying and selecting facts to use in our reports.  

 

 

 

 

In Computing this week, we began to learn about 

digital media and how we can keep safe online. We 

explored which digital devices could and couldn’t take photographs, 

before working in pairs to show - and photograph - a range of 

emotions. We thought carefully about how we could take these photographs and what our 

bodies would show for each feeling, as well as how we could 

keep these photographs - and our identities - safe. We 

discussed only taking photographs with the subject’s 

permission, as well as never posting photographs online with 

our school uniform on.  
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In our science learning this week, Orla set us a 

challenge! With all of the rainy weather that we 

have had recently, Orla realised that she had out-

grown her raincoat and needed us to work out 

which material would keep her dry! First, we 

planned an investigation (making sure we made 

predictions and identified how we would make sure 

it was a fair test), before completing the 

investigation! Mr Nelson helped us (and Orla!) and Orla didn’t mind getting too 

soggy! We recorded our results in a table and explained why each material 

was (or wasn’t) suitable.  

 

 

 

 

 

In our history learning this week, we have been true 

historians, trying to work out similarities and differences 

about the Roman Empire around the world. First, we 

compared and contrasted a map of the Roman Empire to a 

modern-day map of Europe and North Africa, before 

identifying and locating a range of Roman sites around the 

world. This helped us to identify how big the empire was, 

and how it differed across the continent. We were 

fascinated by the different place names and how well-

preserved some of these historical sites are.  
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Class 3 News  

In maths this week, we completed our unit on addition and 

subtraction by solving a range of different mathematical 

problems and puzzles, before showing just how much progress 

we have made in our end-of-unit mini assessment. Following 

this, we started our new unit on multiplication and division and 

have been getting to grips with multiplcation facts in Year 4 

(including the 7, 8 and 9 times tables) as well as prime 

numbers, multiples and factors in 

Year 5 and 6. We have been 

stratching our noticing learning muscle to identify patterns or 

rules, as well as the highest common factor or common multiples 

when exploring numbers and their properties.  

 

In literacy this week, we have 

been exploring fact and opinion to 

begin our new unit linked to persuasive wiritng. On Monday, 

we explored a news article that was written about the RSPB 

reserve, explaining how hen harriers had started to go missing 

at the beginning of the first lockdown. Our next task was to 

apply our reading skills to find and retrieve key facts about hen 

harriers (and build upon our visit last week) to work out what 

might make these magestic birds vulnerable. Towards the end of the week, we explored a range 

of literary features that we would need to write persuasively, including using emotive language 

and facts to really persuade the reader. We are looking forward to learning working on our 

very own persuasive piece, next week. 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we carried on with our learning about 

cityscape artists, focussing on impressionist painters from the 

late 1800s. We continued to look at the 

technique of pointillism and carefully 

observed George Seurat’s impressionist 

painting of the Eiffel Tower. We talked 

about how the colours and abstract 

style can convey mood, movement, time 

of day and weather and made links 

back to Pissarro’s painting from last 

lesson. We decided that Seurat’s painting 

was calm, still and painted in bright daylight, perhaps early morning 

as the bottom half of the picture was still in shade. This was a direct 
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contrast to Pissarro’s painting which was a busy, fast moving street on a rainy night. We then 

used all our learning so far as inspiration to paint a picture of Blackpool Tower in the same 

style. This time, we used cotton buds to help 

us paint using dots and the effect was great. 

We persevered, adding layers of colour and 

paint to give the impression of tall buildings 

and sky including shadow and shading cast 

by light. Unfortunately, there’s not enough 

space for Mrs Arnold to show off all our 

masterpieces, but here’s a few for you to enjoy! 

 

Thursday afternoon saw us diving back into deep history to examine the changes from the 

Stone Age to the Iron Age. The aim of the lesson was to consolidate our learning so far by 

constructing a whole class timeline outlining the major changes over this vast time period. First, 

we carefully examined an intriguing map that showed the UK but not 

totally as we know it today. We noticed the map included a key to indicate 

different dates and from this we could work out that the UK has not 

always been an island! We learned that the UK and Europe were joined by 

land for thousands of years before finally. sea level rises and a massive 

tsunami flooded an area known as Doggerland (which we now know as 

the English Channel). Wow! Next, we needed 

to collaborate to build our whole class 

timeline. We had photos, information, dates 

and era labels to add to a huge floor timeline. 

We had to work in our groups to decide where 

our information would go before adding it to 

the correct place. We then added information to 

our own timelines before debating which 

change we thought was the biggest/most 

important from the Stone Age to the Iron Age. 

We all had different ideas and Mrs Arnold 

was blown away by our historical thinking 

and how we justified our answers with 

evidence from the timeline.   
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