
 

  Week beginning 4
th

 November and 11
th

 November 2024 

 

 

Learners of the Week:  w/c 4
th

 November: Jemima, Eugene and Flynn  

  w/c 11
th

 November: George, Isabella and Callum 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 33     Helvellyn 23   Blencathra 26  

 

Class 1 News: Nursery and Reception  

 

What an amazing start to our new term. 

In our phonics learning in Reception, we have been recapping all our Phase 

2 sounds and have started learning our Phase 3 sounds. This week, we 

have learnt the new sound ‘j j j juicy jam’. We have been practicing forming 

the j grapheme in our phonics books and have been Segmenting with Seb 

using our arms to tap out the sounds and finishing with a bossy blend at 

the end. The words that we have been segmenting and blending for 

our new sound are jug, jam, jog and jet. In our supersonic phonics 

jobs, we have been Building with Bill to form cvc words with our 

new sound j.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Reception, we have been finding, subitising and representing 4 and 5. We have also been 

comparing quantities. We each took turns with Miss Moscrop to see who could 

pick up the most cubes in one hand and we had to 

carefully count the 2 groups of cubes and find who 

had more or less. We used our maths 

vocabulary to tell 

Miss Moscrop how 

many more each 

person had, too.   
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This week in phonics in nursery, we have been making silly soup using 

ingredients starting with ‘s s s squishy strawberry’ sound. We played a 

game of pairs, too. All the cards were turned over so we couldn't see the 

pictures and we had to turn 2 cards over 1 after the other: if they matched, 

we kept them, if they didn't, we turned them back over. We used our 

thinking skills to remember where the cards were 

positioned so we could match them up.  We 

squashed and squeezed playdough in our hands, 

too. We chose pattern cards out of Mrs 

Beesley's bag and used ribbons to draw them 

in the air and coloured pencils to draw them 

on a larger piece of paper. We read Dear Zoo 

and had a go at independently sequencing 

story cards. 

 

 

In maths in Nursery, we have been working on ordering numbers and carefully counting, 

subitising up to five, too. When we subitise, we use our eyes to work out how many objects 

there are, not using our counting finger. To help us practise this, we took it in turns to count out 

animals before Mrs Beesley covered the animals over with a towel. When she took it off, we had 

to use our subitising skills to find the number. We went on a number hunt, 

looking around our 

classroom for groups 

of 1 2 or 3 objects, 

too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Talk 4 Writing, Miss Moscrop introduced us to our new story, 

‘Whatever Next’. We used objects to help act out the story and had 

a picnic on the moon! We have been 

helping Miss Moscrop create a story map 

for our class, before we used it to create 

our very own version. We have been 

adding actions to our daily retelling of the 

story and joining in with the parts we 

know. 
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Afternoons in Early Years and Key Stage 1 

 

In computing, we have been recapping our 

learning from last term and creating 

different effects using the tools in the 

Paintz app. We used the shape tool to 

create a piece of abstract art inspired by the artist Piet Mondrian, using 

lots of squares and rectangles. Once we had created our abstract art, we used the paint tool to 

fill the shapes using only the prime colours; yellow, blue and red.  

 

We have also started our history topic of Changes Within Living Memory. We have been learning 

how to order events in chronological order from past to present 

including ordering pictures on a timeline in the order that they 

happened. We have been sorting pictures of our school into beyond 

living memory and within living memory, too. To do this, we 

became time detectives where we had to look for clues in the 

pictures such as: Are the people in the picture wearing similar 

clothes to us? What does the classroom look like? Is the picture in 

black and white? We have also been learning 

about the community we live in: we had to list the places and buildings we 

share with the people in our community. Our list included the Hub, garage, 

park, village hall, church and school. After, we created a map of our 

community, labelling all the different places we share.  

 

In science, we have been learning about the different species of animals: 

mammals, amphibians, fish, reptiles and birds. We looked at the basic 

things animals need to stay alive: water, food, shelter, movement and 

oxygen.  

 

In PSHE we having been learning about families and relationships and we all 

drew a picture of our family. After, we had to list the things we love and are 

special about our family. We have been thinking about special people outside 

of our family too and why they are special to us. Including, 

do they make us laugh, are they helpful or are they good 

listeners? We then drew a picture of our special person.  
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Class 2 News: Years 1, 2 and 3 

What an excellent start back to school in Class 2! 

In our maths learning over the last two weeks, we 

have continued to apply our knowledge of addition 

and subtraction. In Year 1, we have continued to 

practise using numberlines, Base 10, tens frames 

and part-whole models to help us solve addition 

and subtraction calculations and we all got chance 

to ‘show what we know’ in our reasoning and 

problem-solving challenges and end-of-unit 

assessments- we had so much fun completing them! We’ve since 

moved on to learning about shapes and have been exploring their 

names and properties, including; 2d and 3d shapes, shapes that 

stack or roll and shapes in repeating patterns. In Year 2, we have 

been applying our knowledge of partitioning and recombining 

when adding to solve problems, as well as finding pairs to 1, 10 

and 100 to help us see the interconnected nature of mathematics. 

Just like Year 1, we have solved a range of problems and 

completed our end-of-unit assessment. Finally, in Year 3, we have 

been learning how to add and subtract with 3digits and 2digits, 

learning how to exchange numbers or what to do when our 

answer is greater than ten in formal written methods. We’ve 

worked really hard to remember all of the rules and steps in each calculation and we have 

enjoyed solving these mathematical puzzles. We only have 2 lessons left in this unit and can’t 

believe just how much learning we have done already!  

 

In our phonics and spellings, we have finished our Phase 4 adjacent consonants 

in Year 1 and we have moved on to learning some of the alternative spellings for 

the sounds that we already know. Some of the sounds that we have been 

learning this week include ‘ay’ as in play, ‘ea’ as in dream, ‘ie’ as in pie, ‘oe’ as 

in toe and ‘ue’ as in glue! We’ve been stretching our listening skills to hear where 

the sounds fall within a word, so that we can work out which spelling we 

should use. For example, in the word ‘paint’ we use the ‘ai’ digraph, but in play 

we use ‘ay’. In Year 2, we too have been learning alternative sounds and have been reading and 

matching captions to their illustrations. We have been learning the alternative sounds for i, g, o, 

c and u, ow, ie and ea. It can be quite confusing but we are getting the hang of it! In Year 3, 

we have been learning that the ‘ch’ spelling can represent the ‘sh’ sound (in words like parachute 
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or chandelier!) and have enjoyed learning the spellings that contain this spelling pattern. We 

have particularly enjoyed rainbow writing! 

 

Over the last two weeks, we have started our new class text, too: Willow 

Wildthing and the Swamp Monster, by Gill Lewis. We have already read 

chapter 1 and are intrigued to find out who, or what, the Wildthings are and 

just what was making the howling noise at night!  

 

In our literacy lessons, we started off the term by 

heading outside to our wooded areas where we 

listened to our model text: a piece of writing focused 

on trying to persuade us to visit the woodlands! To 

begin learning the features of persuasive writing, we 

joined in with the retelling of the model 

text and crunched our way through the 

carpet of autumnal leaves! Over the 

course of the last two weeks, we have 

explored the features that the writer can use to persuade, as 

well as learning how to use expanded noun phrases and 

commas in lists. Our persuasive writing was so effective that 

we enjoyed some delicious hot chocolate in the trees earlier 

today!   

 

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

Class 3 News: Years 4, 5 and 6 

 

We've done so much learning over the past fortnight! In maths, all of 

our learning has ramped up and we've all been working on our 

reasoning and problem-solving skills. We've been challenging 

ourselves to show and prove our methods as well as explain how 

we got to an answer. In Year 6, we've been working on fractions; 

finding equivalents and adding 

and subtracting them. In Year 5, 

we've been taking on new and 

interesting maths challenges, working hard to show our 

methods and explain our mathematical thinking. These have 

mostly been looking at multiplication and division problems. 

In Year 4, we've completed a unit on area and have started a 

new unit on multiplication and division. We've been working 

really hard to start gaining fluency in our times-tables and 

have taken on the challenge of a T-T Rockstars Battle with 

other local schools - we're currently in second place!!  

 

In literacy, we spent the first week securing some common errors and working on 

our sentence structures. We really enjoyed generating different sentences, using 

different conjunctions and structures to combine ideas and create accurate and 

interesting sentences. This week we've started our new fiction unit based on our 

new class text Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell. We've all 

written a cold write and have analysed the model text as a 

reader and a writer and have explored the vocabulary we might use to 

describe a setting.  

 

In our reading VIPERS we’ve had two weeks of non-fiction. We’ve applied 

our reading comprehension skills to retrieve, order, summarise and explain 

what we’ve read about fossilisation and sound. In our spelling groups 

we’ve been practising the spelling patterns ‘sure’ (Year 4), ‘cial’ (Year 5) 

and ‘fer’ (Year 6). 
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Afternoons in Key Stage 2  

 

We’ve been so busy in our afternoons 

in Class 3. In science, we’ve 

expanded our knowledge of rocks by 

learning about soil and fossilisation. 

We had a fantastic (and mucky) 

afternoon observing and comparing 

some different soil samples from 

around the school site. After learning 

what soil was made of, we used a 

flow diagram to identify what type of soil 

each sample was and compared how easily each type drained by carrying out 

a fair comparative test. This week, we have been learning about the process of 

fossilisation. We learned how trace and body fossils can form in sedimentary 

rock and how these can tell us about living things and the conditions on Earth 

over millions of years.  

 

In history this week, we’ve continued on our journey through prehistory into 

the Iron Age. We looked at an Iron Age 

settlement and some of the artefacts that were 

found there in order to deduce what life might 

have been like in the Iron Age and how the 

introduction of iron making may have changed how people lived 

from the Bronze Age.  

  

In geography, we recapped our learning about the temperate deciduous forest 

biome, linking the location and what we know about climate to suggest what 

this biome might be like and what kinds of [plants and animals might inhabit 

this biome.  

  

Our French learning over the past two weeks has focused on hobbies and 

leisure activities. We’ve learning to say which hobbies we take part in and whether we like or 

dislike them. This week we expanded this by adding the reasons for this.  
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In DT, we have taken on the challenge to 

become electrical engineers in order to solve a 

problem in our classroom. We have been 

briefed with a project to design and build an 

electronic device that can clean up the small 

pencil shavings that end up littering our 

classroom floor. Last week, we worked on 

asking the questions we would need to ask for 

us to complete this challenge and started 

thinking about how we might answer these. 

This week, we learned how a vacuum cleaner 

works so that we can work out what we need to make our own in 

class. After identifying that we needed to have a fan and a motor, we 

had a go at building a circuit to make the motor go. To ensure we can 

remember how to build our circuit next week, we learn how to draw 

circuit diagrams using the correct symbols so anyone could use our 

plans.  

 

In PSHE, we have been learning about what we expect our friends to 

do and what we don’t expect our friends to do. We have also been reading friendship puzzles 

and problems and writing down the advice we would give to someone in their situation.  

 

Finally, in PE, we have loved progressing to real hockey sticks! Having impressed Mr Armstrong  

over the last few weeks, we have enjoyed playing attacking and defensive activities and games 

with the wooden hockey sticks and worked hard to 

adapt and apply our skills to this new equipment. We 

have also been persevering when completing the Bleep 

Test!  
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THRIVE at Hallbankgate  

This year, we have continued to reflect on how we can make our school even better and have 

introduced our new THRIVE at Hallbankgate project. In addition to all of the curriculum 

opportunities that children ordinarily have, we will be enhancing personal development over the 

course of the year in the following ways: 

Last Thursday, we had our first THRIVE afternoon where we focussed on 

Health and Wellbeing and the community aspect of 

Togetherness. In mixed-age groups, we worked together to 

spend some time gardening in the vegetable garden, 

making poppies for our Remembrance Day window 

display, making pasties for our Torchlight Procession and 

learning about road safety as we begin and active citizen 

project on improving the road outside school. We all had a 

brilliant afternoon and can’t wait for the next one! 
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Torchlight Procession  

Last Friday, we were joined by our families to walk in the 

footsteps of the miners who would have lived and worked 

in our village and the surrounding areas. With our 

lanterns lighting the way, we walked behind the pipe to 

the Village Hall where we enjoyed eating homemade soup and the pasties that we made during 

our THRIVE afternoon. We are thrilled to let you know that we raised over £370 which will go 

towards supporting school visits and learning experiences. We’d like to thank everyone who 

donated and attended, as well as the PFA for organising and running the event. 

Remembrance Day 

 

On Monday 11
th

 November, we all observed a two-minute silence at 11am to remember all those 

who have been affected by conflict since World War 1, as well as all those who have given their 

lives. We ended our special assembly by sharing our hopes of peace and listening to Edward 

Elgar’s ‘Nimrod’, which can often be heard as part of Remembrance events.  

 

 

 

 

 

Bio-blitz Exhibition 

Our Bio-blitz artwork is now on display in RSPB Geltsdale until the end of November. Why not 

have a walk up and see it? 
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PFA - Wreath Making Class 

29
th

 November  

 

The PFA have organised a Wreath Making 

event on Friday 29th November from 

6.00pm until 9.00pm in the Village Hall.  

Booking is essential and tickets, £15 each, 

can be bought from School, either cash or 

bank transfer.  Please contact Mrs 

Davidson if you would like to book a 

place.      

 


