
 

Weeks beginning 4
th

 and 11
th

  September 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week:   Ellie, Scarlett and Ruby 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  6    Helvellyn  9  Blencathra  5 

 

Welcome back!  

What an excellent start to the new school year! We 

hope that you enjoy reading all about it! 

 

We’d like to welcome Charlotte and Beth to our school 

this term: we hope that they are very happy here at 

Hallbankgate Village School.  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 
 

We had a great time making some apple crumble 

using apples grown in our school vegetable garden 

this week. After carefully picking and washing the 

apples, we then began preparing our crumble. We cut the apples and then weighed out the 

ingredients for our crumble: we had to use our 

noticing skills to ensure that 

we weighed everything 

accurately. It was interesting 

using the different equipment, 

including sieves to sift the 

flour. We then enjoyed tasting 

the crumble! 
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To support us in settling back into school we have been completing challenges in Class 1. All of 

our challenges have had a Building Learning Power focus, supporting us in developing our 

positive skills as a learner. We have used our imitating skills to explore and our 

noticing skills to complete matching jigsaws to name just a few activities! We 

have also enjoyed developing our role play area 

which is a vets this term. 

 

 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our geography and understanding the world 

learning, this week we started to explore the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, using 

maps and books to generate questions and share our 

prior knowledge. We are looking forward to learning 

lots over the coming weeks! 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning, we started our 

learning about the human body and how our bodies work. We began by 

sharing our knowledge of the human body and generated questions for 

things we would like to discover. A few questions 

included: 

Why are our eyeballs squishy? 

Why do our bodies move? 

Why do we need to eat food? 

We can’t wait to discover the answers! 

 

In our PE and physical 

development learning this 

week,   we have been 

developing our throwing and catching skills. We 

completed a range of throwing and catching 

activities to develop our confidence and accuracy 

and are now throwing and catching with ease! 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

What a busy jam-packed week 

and a half back in Class Two! 

We have been super busy starting 

our new history topic ‘The 

Romans and the Roman Empire.’ 

We learnt all about who the 

Romans were and which countries they conquered to create their Roman empire. In lessons, we 

have been drawing Roman men, women, emperors and soldiers. We had to stretch our noticing 

muscles to produce life like pictures drawing each person with the 

correct attire. Carefully, we had to choose the correct colour 

crayons to make sure they looked like they were from the Roman 

era. We started to look at a timeline of dates for the history of the 

Roman empire. First, we had to order the dates and stick them in 

the correct order thinking about what BCE, CE and AD mean. On a 

map we marked out and coloured in the countries that were part 

of the Roman empire in 117AD.  

 

In our geography learning, we have been studying Europe and in particular the countries that 

make up Europe. First of all we recapped on the seven continents of the world and we learnt 

that Europe was in the Northern hemisphere. We compared where Europe was in the hemispshere 

compared with the other continents. In pairs we collaborated together to label the main countries 

of Europe onto our blank maps. It was quite tricky to use our noticing skills to ensure that we 

put the countries in the correct places but 

after persevering we got there in the end. 

We spent a long time talking about the 

different countries and having a great 

discussion about which ones were big/ 

small and where they are situated in 

comparsion to one another. During one of 

our geography lessons, we studied a table 

of information showing the population of 

Europe from 1995 to 2023 and it was 

fascinating to see these figures and 

discuss them further.  
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During our literacy 

learning, we have 

been learning the 

poem, ‘The Owl and 

the Pussy-Cat by 

Edward Lear.’ We 

started off by 

unpicking the poem 

verse by verse and 

discussing the language used in the poem.  We learnt what 

a ‘runcible spoon’ was alongside many other interesting 

new words. As a class, we really enjoyed putting actions 

to the poem and this helped us to remember the words as 

well as giving us all a chance to be very creative and to 

think outside of the box. We have also started to look at 

our non-fiction class text which is a non-chronological 

report all about owls. 

First, we learnt what 

the terms fiction, non-fiction and non-chronological report 

meant before moving onto unpicking the report as a reader 

and as a writer. We are very excited to innovate on our 

non-fiction text and create our very own non-chronological 

reports over the next 

week.  

 

In our phonics learning, 

we have been busy 

quickly recapping the 

basics four for 

consolidation before we 

move onto the next part 

of our Super Sonic 

Phonics Friends 

learning. In particular, 

we have been studying 

CVCC words like; sand, sink, jump and bulb. We have also 

been recapping CCVC words such as; spin, speck, trip and 

gran. For each lesson we had to read segment the word, 

blend it together, count the sounds in each word, read with 

speed and then write sentences for each word.  
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 Class 2 News (Miss Hutton) 

Despite only having been in school for a week and 3 days, we have 

made an excellent start with our learning in Class 2. In our science 

lessons, we have started to learn about 

light and have completed two 

investigations already: one to find out 

which colours reflect the most light and 

another to investigate what happens 

when a light source is shone through 

transparent, translucent and opaque 

materials. We used a data-logger to measure just how much light 

was able to shine through each material to help prove or disprove our 

predictions, too! We have really enjoyed making predictions and 

learning new vocabulary, as well as develop our skills in working 

scientifically. We have also been helping Orla (our new Class 2 

learner) work out the most appropriate clothes to wear when she goes 

for a night-time walk, too. We were all able to apply our learning 

from last week to work out that light-coloured clothing, possibly with 

reflective strips, would make sure that 

she could be seen when a light was 

shone in her direction.   

 

In our RE learning, we have been working together to develop our 

knowledge and understanding of Harvest and how Christians say 

thanks at this time of year. We began by sharing what we already 

knew about this festival, before writing lots of descriptive phrases 

about things that we were thankful for. 

 

We have all been enjoying our new daily guided reading, based on 

our new class text, ‘The owl who is afraid of the dark’ by Jill 

Thomlinson. So far, we have discussed and recorded our 

predictions about what this story will be about (using the blurb, title and knowledge of stories to 

help us), as well as identifying key plot details based on the little extracts that we have read 

and discussed each day. We have been extending our reading skills to answering the questions 

in full sentences, making sure that we can refer to the text or prove our answers where we can.  
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Finally, in literacy this week, we have been non-fiction fact-

finders! We have used non-chronological reports to find out 

all about nocturnal animals, before using all of this 

information to create a shared non-chronological report. This 

has really help[ed us to 

use our reading skills 

and we now have lots 

of information to write 

our own reports next 

week!  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

What an amazing start the year we’ve had 

already! The past week and a bit have seen us 

arrive back at school, enthusiastic and ready to 

learn. Already, we have learned so much. 

 

We are well underway 

with our new Strive for 

Five initiative with so 

many of us having read 

many times with week. We’ve been passing quizzes left, right and centre 

which just goes to show what regular reading can do! And we only 

launched it a week ago!  

 

We started the year off with a bang, learning a poem and performing it 

- with style - in just three days! We thought carefully about tone, pitch, volume, pace and 

expression to give a well-choreographed rendition of ‘Hope’ is the thing with feathers by Emily 

Dickinson. Impressively, we also all came up with our own metaphors for hope!   

 

In our literacy lessons this week we’ve been spelling new words, 

working on our handwriting and enjoying getting to know our new 

class text, ‘October, October’. On Tuesday and Wednesday we dug 

deeper into the art of writing by reading our model text as a reader 

and as a writer. This not only helps us understand a story and 

any themes running through it but 

allows us to notice how an author 

uses language for effect. Following on 

from this, on Thursday and Friday, we 

began to warm up our words by using 

our senses to generate precise and 

imaginative adjectives to describe wild 

spaces. We went outside to help with this and experienced the 

sights, smells, sounds, tastes and touch of nature. Our final task 

was to use prepositions to describe where things are, which authors 

can use to help the reader picture a scene in their mind.  
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Maths this week has been all about numbers and some 

pretty big ones too! We’ve been developing our knowledge 

of place value and have been working on naming, 

partitioning and positioning numbers; being careful to 

ensure we are accurately writing them down in both 

numerals and 

words. This can be 

tricky, especially 

when you start 

working with numbers in the tens of millions! Alongside 

this, we have been practising our times tables, and will be 

starting to bring home our new maths passports over the 

next week so that we can continue practising at home. 

 

We’ve kicked off all of our foundation subjects over the past week and a bit as well. We’re really 

looking forward to learning more about all of our topics this term. In science, we started our 

learning about Earth in space but tracking the movement of the sun 

across the sky over a school day. We had to work scientifically to 

measure the length and direction of our shadows on the playground 

at equal intervals through the day to enable us to draw conclusions 

about where the sun appears and whether this changes. We were 

even able to apply our conclusions to explain how the rotation of the 

Earth causes night and day - not 

bad for the first day of the school 

year!  

 

In history we’ve begun to look at 

how, where and why ancient civilisations first occurred which 

will lead us on to exploring the lives of the Ancient Egyptians 

later in 

the term and in Geography we’ve been 

following the river Nile from source to sea 

in order to examine the geographical 

characteristics of a freshwater biome. In 

music we’ve recapped our keyboard 

playing and, finally, in art we’ve learned 

about and practised the art of telling 

stories through images.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

At the start of our first full week back in school, we began as we always do: 

with our daily guided reading! This term, we are reading a brand-new book 

called ‘October, October’ by one of our new favourite authors, Katya Balen. 

Having read a couple of chapters last week, this week, we delved beneath the 

surface of how the text had been written to really understand the subtleties in 

the plot. So far, we really enjoying seeing the world through the main 

character’s eyes and finding the magic in the 

nature that is all around us. As part of our 

questions this week, we have explored the 

meaning behind phrases, discussed what we know about the 

characters so far and predicted what October’s next actions might 

be when she finds a baby owl and is told to not go near it.  

 

In RE this week, we have started to prepare our thoughts and 

thanks for Harvest. Working collaboratively, we have started to 

draft poems and prayers of thanks, making sure that we thought 

carefully about those less fortunate than ourselves. We made links 

to our literacy learning by including descriptive phrases, similes, 

metaphors and personification as well as being creative with the 

vocabulary that we chose. We’ll continue to develop our understanding of 

Harvest and how other religions give thanks over the next few weeks, as 

well as work towards developing our own poems and prayers.  

 

In our French learning this week, we 

have been learning how to describe 

where we live. We also recapped how to 

greet someone and how to say the days of the week.  
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We have really enjoyed our first design and technology lesson of 

the year, this week! Despite being a little gruesome, we explored 

the significance of Canopic chests in preserving the organs of 

significant people in Ancient Egypt. Stretching our skills in 

reasoning and being imaginative, we looked at a range of Canopic 

chests to try and deduce what they were for and what they were   

made out of, before making links to what we know about the 

significance of burials or celebrations of life in religions around 

the world. We are excited to begin planning, designing and 

building our own Canopic 

chests over the course of this 

term and have already started 

to think about some of the design elements that we would 

like to include.    

 

 

I 

 

 

Poetry Performance 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our special poetry performance in our Celebration 

Assembly last Friday. In Class 2, we worked incredibly hard to learn and perform ‘The Owl and 

the Pussycat’ (including learning the meaning of lots of new vocabulary!) and, in Class 3, we 

expanded on our performance of’ Hope is the thing with Feathers’ to include our own definitions 

of what hope is. Class 1 have been spending the week settling in and will perform poetry later in 

the year. Well done everyone! 
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Strive for Five 

After launching ‘Strive for Five’ last Friday, we had an incredible number of children receive their 

first ‘Strive for Five’ reading certificate in Celebration Assembly this week. In total, we had 25 

children read at least five times since last Friday- there was almost no space left in the hall 

when everyone received their certificate!  What an incredible start to this reading challenge! 

Everyone should be incredibly proud. Keep it up! 

 

Cumbria in Bloom 

 

Can you remember when we were visited by the Cumbria in Bloom judges in July? Well, on 

Thursday, Keith and Pat returned to present us with our certificates. We are thrilled to announce 

that we were awarded not bronze, not silver, not silver-gilt but GOLD! There was the biggest 

gasp and in-take of breath before three huge rounds of applause! We couldn’t believe it- gold 

two years in a row! We’ve enjoyed eating the potatoes that we grew for lunch this week too!  
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School Tea Towels and Bags 

Our fantastic school tea towels and bags are available to 

purchase in school.  We are so pleased with our lovely 

designs.  If you would like to order one, please drop a 

message on the Scholarpack app.   

Tea towels £3.50  Bags £5.00 
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