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Learners of the Week:  Lucas, Elliott and Ruby  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  87    Helvellyn  93    Blencathra  77 

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Nursery, Reception and Year 1, we have been designing 

our own Christmas cards. We have been utilising the skills 

we gained in our design technology learning when making 

our space fact files to help us. We have even added sliders 

and lift the flaps to our designs 

and have explored and used a range of different materials. It is so 

lovely to see that every design is unique and we cannot wait to see 

what they look like when they are finished! 

 

 

In our RE and understanding the 

world learning, we built on the 

knowledge we developed last 

week with Rachel from NISCU by 

continuing to explore the nativity 

story. We discussed why the 

nativity and Christmas is such an 

important festival for Christians around the world and 

created some wonderful nativity scenes to highlight some of the key members of the Nativity. We 

made some brilliant links to our Christmas play too!  

 

 

We have been working hard 

on our Christmas Nativity 

play this week, 

choreographing dances and 

learning our songs and 

lines. It is looking great and 

we can’t wait for everyone 

to see it!  
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Class 2 News 

 

What a busy week in 

Class Two! We have been 

persevering with 

practising our Christmas 

play in the hall including 

a costume fitting which 

we were all super excited 

about. In our literacy this week, we have been studying the poem, ‘Twas the Night Before 

Christmas’ by Clement Clarke Moore. We listened to the poem and then created images imitating 

what we could hear onto the page. This task really stretched our listening skills because we had 

to listen really carefully so that we did not miss any extra details to add onto our drawings. 

Another task that we completed using the poem was picking out the features of the poem and 

being detectives finding 

things like; verses, 

punctuation, nouns, 

adjectives, conjunctions 

and many more features 

that were within the 

poem.  

   

 

As part of our maths learning this week, we have been playing the ‘sorting shape game’ on the 

interactive whiteboard. For this game, we had to sort the 2D shapes into the correct place on the 

Carroll diagram. We learnt what a Carroll diagram was 

and how to use it looking at the columns and rows to 

help us work out where each shape went. This task 

stretched our noticing muscles because we had to count 

the edges, vertices and see if the shapes had right angles 

in them. It was quite tricky when we got to level four on 

the game, but, with lots of perseverance and 

determination, we were able to complete the highest level 

of the game!  

 

We have also been hard at work creating Christmas cards this week and we are excited to bring 

them home to share with our families. First, we planned our designs, carefully thinking about 

the layout of our cards and labelling the colours/ paints we would use. Then we evaluated our 

plans to see if our design would fill the card and make good use out of the space we had. After 

making slight changes and ensuring our plans were easy to follow, we had a go at creating 

them onto the pieces of card.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

We aren’t quite sure where this week has gone to be honest! 

With play-rehearsals and weaving, Christmas lunch and 

fabulous fractions, it is safe to say that we’ve had a jam-

packed week! 

 

In maths this week, we have 

continued to learn about 

fractions. In Year 5 and 6, we 

have been learning how to order and compare on numberlines, as 

well as add and subract proper fractions, improper fractions and 

mixed numbers. We’ve also 

been stretching our reasoning 

learning muscles to show fractions in their simplest forms! 

In Year 4, we won’t begin our fractions learning until after 

Christmas but have been working hard to learn about 

area. We had a very fun activity where we used sticky-

notes to prove that a shape had the same area, despite the 

components being arranged in different ways.  

 

In literacy, we have continued with our ‘warm writes’, 

stretching our planning and revising learning muscles to edit and improve the narratives that we 

had written. Following our improvements, we gave each other peer feedback and identfied 

something that was effective in our partner’s story as well as something that could be improved 

next time. We are looking forward to writing our final ‘hot writes’ next week. 

 

We are nearing the end of our design and technology learning and our woven items are looking 

great! It has been excellent to see how independet we have all been and how confident we have 

been to add embellishments and enhance our design our designs. Next week, we’ll take them off 

our looms (ready to hang up) before evaluating what we could change, improve or enhance next 

time.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

On Wednesday in Class 3 we finished off our research and writing 

about Maya inventions. We learned all about their writing, number 

and calendar systems through using secondary sources to pick out 

key information, before writing it out in our own words. We had to 

think carefully about which were the main points and then word 

them in a way that was interesting, formal and made us sound 

like experts. There were some pretty cool facts: did you know that 

the Maya could represent any number by only using 3 symbols?  

 

On Thursday morning, we 

finished off our geography 

topic. First, we used a Venn diagram to compare the 

geography of North and South America. This was the first 

time we’d done something like this in geography so it was 

quite challenging to think about which features where the 

same and what was different. Next, we learned about a new 

biome. Year 6 have now covered 8 of the 10 major world 

biomes so they are absolute experts and could identify many 

characteristics that would be likely in this biome but 

looking at its location on our biome maps. We then 

look at some more climate maps and although Mrs 

Arnold had been cheeky and had taken away their 

labels, we were able to work out which one was from 

the Northern Hemisphere and which was from the 

Southern Hemisphere using our knowledge of seasons 

and the effect of the Earth’s tilt. Finally, we put all 

our knowledge together to draw and label a sketch of 

a grassland biome – identifying the key physical 

features and characteristics.  

 

On Thursday afternoon, we finished off our history learning about the Maya by taking on the 

role of historical reporters. We looked at a timeline and 

discovered that by 900 CE most major Maya city-states had 

been abandoned. In groups we first had to think about what 

might have caused this and how historians even know about 

it. Then the collaboration really began as we each went off to 

research a theory for why the city-state populations declined. 

This activity involved a lot of discussion, so we first learned a 

new technique for managing and developing discussions: the 

ABC method. We practised different ways we can respond to 
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others by using the acronym to remind us that we can A agree, B build on or C challenge each 

other’s opinions or ideas. We decided how we can do this respectfully while also making sure we 

fully explain our thinking. Using hand gestures (1 finger for A, 2 for B and 3 for C), we were 

even able to show our thinking before responding, allowing us to organise our discussions and 

take turns. In our new groups we had to carefully pick out the key information for our theory. 

Each group focussed on one theory from famine, drought, overpopulation and warfare, and 

made notes so they could report back to their group. We all 

took on this responsibility amazingly and when it was our 

turn to feedback to our original groups Mrs Arnold was 

blown away by the amount of accurate vocabulary and 

information we were giving. By the end of our session, we 

all had notes of all four theories which allowed us to have 

one final discussion about which theory we think is the 

mostly likely reason for the decline. We had to collaborate 

and use our discussion skills to come to a group consensus 

which was really tricky, but we were all so respectful of each other’s ideas and everyone in each 

group got to have their ideas validated and listened to.  It was hard to choose just one theory 

and most groups decided that it could have been a mixture, giving some really compelling 

reasoning and evidence for this - which is exactly what real historians today think - it was 

most likely a complex combination of factors that led to the city-states being abandoned and it 

still remains a bit of a mystery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Dinner 
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A huge thank you to Lisa for cooking our yummy Christmas dinner on Wednesday! It was 

delicious and our festive placemats looked great! 
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Outdoor Play and Learning 

What an excellent and adventurous set of playtimes we’ve had over the last couple of weeks! It 

has been exciting to learn about how we can keep ourselves safe (particularly as the weather 

has changed) and how much fun we can have- even when it is chilly outside! 
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Christmas Raffle Prizes 2022 
Tickets 50p each, available from the School Office from Wednesday 14th 

December. 

Grand Draw – Tuesday 20th December at 3.15pm after Class 3 Christmas Performance 

Prize No Donator 

1 Duke of Cumberland, Castle Carrock 
£90 Voucher for one night’s stay in the loft suite  

2 Farlam Hall Hotel, Hallbankgate 
3- course dinner for 2 in the Cedar Tree restaurant  

3 Carlisle United Community Sports Trust 
Football signed by the First Team 

4 Talkin Adventures 
Activity Pass 

5 Belted Will Inn, Hallbankgate 
£20 voucher  

6 Brampton Farm Shop 
Fruit basket 

7 Tarn Road Nursery 
£15 voucher 

8 Twice Brewed Brewery 
Gift pack of beer 

9 Ullerbank Swimming Pool 
Book token 

10 Half Moon Whole Foods, Brampton  
Box of Brampton Truffles 

11 ABW Hardware, Brampton 
Wonderwick reed diffuser 

 

 

 

 

 


