
 

  Week beginning 5
th

 February 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week:  Arthur, Calouen and Ella 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  148    Helvellyn  156    Blencathra  141 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In maths in Class 1 this week we have continued 

to focus on the numbers 6, 7 and 8. We focused 

more specifically on the composition of these 

numbers and began to learn about number 

doubles, focusing on numbers 1 to 5. We used a 

rhyme to help us to remember our doubles and 

also practiced showing our doubles using the 

fingers on each of our hands. We have also 

been using the language of more than, fewer than and equal to describe groups of objects. We 

were learning that regardless of colour or size the main thing when 

counting objects is counting out the correct number. 

 

In phonics in Reception, we have been consolidating the knowledge we have 

developed this half term. We practised recognising the different digraphs, 

trigraphs and single sounds and embedded our knowledge of linking letters 

and sounds together. We also practiced segmenting and blending using our 

focus sounds but also forming words and reading words using those 

sounds. In phonics in Nursery, we have been developing our understanding 

of sounds and adapting sounds using our voices. We enjoyed exploring the 

sounds made by wild animals and farm animals, using our listening 

skills to differentiate between the sounds and create different animal 

noises ourselves too. 
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our art and expressive arts and design 

learning, we continued our learning from last 

week in which we created clay flowers, inspired 

by the artist Georgia O’Keeffe. This week we 

added paint to our flowers, thinking carefully 

about the shades that we 

wanted to create by 

mixing different colours 

together, but also the details that we 

wanted to add. The finished clay 

flowers look beautiful and are all so 

unique! 

 

In our PSHE learning this week, we 

continued to develop our understanding 

of recognising that we are in control of our own bodies. This 

week we focused on good touch and bad touch and how some examples of touch (hugging a 

family member) can help us to feel good and loved whereas other touch (someone hurting you or 

touching you without your permission) can give you yukky feelings. We built on our learning 

from Kidsafe and our NSPCC PANTS learning to recognise that we can use our voices to say no 

and tell a trusted adult. 

 

In our history and understanding the world learning this week, we continued our learning 

around transport. This week we were comparing transport in the past to transport used now in 

the present. We noticed lots of different similarities and differences and chose a mode of 

transport to create our own drawings linked to past and present transport. 

In our science and exploring the world learning, we continued to learn about the properties of 

different materials. This week we learned the vocabulary opaque and transparent and searched 

for transparent and opaque objects around the classroom. We also searched for objects based 

purely on the material that 

they are made from, 

including metal, plastic, 

paper and card, wood and 

fabric. We are definitely more 

confident in identifying 

different materials. 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield)  

 

What a very busy week in Class 2! This week we 

have been learning all about the Anglo-Saxon burial 

site called ‘Sutton Hoo.’ We learnt that at first Sutton 

Hoo was a large mound on top of the ground but later 

(in 1939) archeologists discovered that underneath the 

mound there was a huge burial site from Anglo-Saxon 

times. This was discovered in Suffolk, England. After 

watching some fascinating videos that told us all 

about the burial site, we found out that within the site 

there was a large imprint of a Anglo-Saxon ship, a 

coffin within the ship, lots of valuable items such as 

jewellery and pottery from other countries and many 

treasures buried alongside what they thought to be 

the coffin 

for King 

Raedwald. We also learnt that Turkey used to be 

called ‘Byzantium.’  

    

We have spent a number of lessons producing 

excellent persuasive leaflets to encourage people to visit Mount Elbrus in Russia. We are so 

pleased with our finished leaflets that we took a copy of them home to share with our families. 

Each leaflet is very eye-catching and uses terms such as; don’t delay visit today, you will be 

amazed when you see what Mount Elbrus has to offer and Mount Elbrus is spectacular! We 

pulled together information from our plans to make sure that our leaflets included information 

about 

attractions 

near Mount 

Elbrus, where 

it is situated, 

how hard it is 

to climb, when 

the best 

months are to 

visit and what 
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makes it so special. We are so proud of our finished leaflets and 

we hope to inspire some of you to want to visit Mount Elbrus one 

day.  

 

In our literacy learning this 

week, we have been 

innovating on our model 

text ‘Emily Brown and the Thing by Cressida Cowell’ and 

we had to make slight changes to the story using 

different settings and terminology to create suspense within 

our writing. First, we had to use post it notes to stick our 

new sentences over the top of the model text sentences. Next, 

we wrote our sentences 

out into our literacy 

books extending them 

further and making 

them even better. Our examples were amazing and 

included sentences like; S’uddenly, a gigantic snow storm 

approached the Thing and snatched at the Thing’s dotty 

jacket’. This led to it being buried beneath the thick, white 

snow. We have been focusing on adding in expanded noun 

phrases into our work to add more details and this really 

shows in our brilliant writing.  

   

In our maths learning this 

week, in Year 1 we have been 

learning about doubles, 

subtracting ones using 

number bonds and 

subtraction counting back. We 

used number lines to help us 

with our work and this helped us to count backwards as it is a 

tricky skill to count backwards. In Year 2 we have been dividing 

by 5 and looking at the 5 and 10 times tables in depth. We learnt 

that, when you are dividin,g the biggest number comes first and 

that there is a difference between grouping and sharing. In Year 3, 

we have been multiplying a 2-digit number by a 1-digit number 

with exchange, linking multiplication to division and having a go at some reasoning questions.  
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In our spellings this week in Year 1, we have been 

learning the words; friend, school, put, push and pull. 

We are aiming to try and remember these important 

spellings and apply them within our writing and not just 

in literacy but across other subjects too. In Year 2, we 

have been learning to read, write and spell the words; 

gnome, knot, score, hawk, street, trolley, athlete, dirty, 

broom and 

prune. We spoke 

about the 

meaning of each word and then practised writing each 

word. Later in the week, we had a go at writing each 

spelling within a 

sentence.  

   

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

Having learnt and internalised the language, sentence and grammatical 

structures in our model text over the last three weeks, we ended this 

week by putting all of our skills together to 

write our very own versions of ‘Emily Brown 

and the Thing’. Our focus in literacy this 

time has been on developing suspense and 

keeping the reader hooked on what might (or 

might not) happen next. To help us learn 

how to do this, we have explored the 

isolating and unforgiving settings that we might use (cold, creepy 

caverns or the wild and windy woods), as well as vocabulary that 

we could use to show actions, such as ‘suddenly’ or ‘as quick as a 

flash’. Using our story mountain plans, we all really enjoyed writing 

our own stories and sharing our favourite sections on the story-teller’s 
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stool. We also enjoyed keeping each other hooked as 

we took our listeners on a 

suspense-filled adventure! We 

are all so proud of our stories! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our RE learning this week, we welcomed Reverend Johnsen 

into our classroom so that we could find out more about what 

it means and feels like to be a Christian. Having answered 

some of our Wonder Wall questions last week (including 

whether or not Christians believe that God created the animals 

and people), this week, we asked some of the remaining 

questions to our special visitor. Some of our questions 

included whether or not Christians believe all the stories in the 

bible, as well as how Christians worship in church. We are 

very grateful to Reverend Johnsen for helping us with our 

learning and allowing us to see the world from someone else’s 

point of view. 

 

 

We had a brilliant lesson building on our understanding of 

animals and their names in French 

this week by playing matching games - only saying their names in 

French, of course! Following this, we recapped all of the family 

members that we know and put all of this learning into conversations 

where we practised being able to say hello, what our names are, how 

old we are, whether or not we have brothers or sisters and the pets 

that we have! What a lot of 

French learning! C’est super!  
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In our science learning this week, 

we have been continuing to learn 

about all of the different food 

groups and their role in keeping the 

human body healthy. Having 

recapped the names of the food 

groups (as well as examples of 

each food that we’d find in each 

group), we discovered that Orla had left us a message in our science 

books and she needed our help! Having listened to our learning over the last few weeks, it 

seemed that she was a little bit confused about what humans need (especially as she is an 

orangutan!) so we made sure that she understood this learning, just as much as we do!  
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Class 3 News - Miss Hutton 

 

In our literacy learning in Class 3, we began the week by revising 

and editing our warm writes from last week. This included using 

dictionaries to check spelling and a thesaurus to explore a wider 

range of vocabulary, as well as ensuring that our punctuation and 

sentence structures were accurate. By reviewing our writing from last 

week, we were able to identify the 

features that we thought we’d used 

successfully, as well as the ones 

that we thought that we could 

improve upon. In Year 4, we worked 

really hard to compare our story 

structure to that of the model text to 

make sure that we had included each of the key features and 

sections. Following this, we began to plan our hot write stories, 

making sure that we included all of the features and key 

vocabulary on the plan. We also used this planning time to select 

and draft the phrases and vocabulary that we wanted to use to 

develop our character from the beginning of the story until the 

end.  

 

In our RE learning this week, we learnt about how Gurus are founders and leaders within the 

Sikh religion. We found out that Gurus are honoured and their teaching is passed on through 

stories. Using the story of Guru Nanak and the boulder, we found out that a rich, powerful 

well-owner refused to share his water unless local people agreed to be his servants. Following 

an attack on the Guru with a mighty rolling boulder, we found out how Nanak stopped the 

boulder with a miracle. We compared this notion of miracles in Sikhism, just like we did in 

Christian stories, and the values and morals that Sikhs can learn 

from this tale. We identified that compassion, humility, love of 

truth and contentment are shared through these stories.  

 

We’ve had another excellent week in our PE learning this week 

and have put all of our gymnastics learning together to perform 

routines that included travel, rolls, 

mounts and dismounts across a 

range of apparatus. We all worked 

incredibly hard and our final performances were accurate, controlled 

and skilled. We have really enjoyed this unit of learning and 

enjoyed performing and demonstrating to one another, as well as 
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identifying what was successful and what our 

next steps could be to improve our performances 

further.  

 

In our design and technology learning this week, 

we began the lesson by creating our designs for 

our embroidery, making sure that they accurately 

reflected Viking symbols and symbols. We are very excited to start sewing and 

we can’t wait to see how they turn out! 

 

We have had another brilliant week of reading in Class 3 this week, with so many of us 

successfully completing quizzes and enjoying a range of stories. This week, we also finalised 

our book ‘wish list’ which means we’ll soon have even more exciting books to read over the next 

few months! We can’t wait to hear all about everyone’s half-term reading, too 

 

Class 3 News Mrs Arnold 

 

We’ve had a brilliant week in Class 3. In our literacy lessons we’ve brought together everything 

we’ve learned this term to write our Hot Writes. By focusing on using techniques to bring 

characters to life, we’ve all written brilliant warning tales with characters that leap off the page.  

 

In maths, in Year 6 we have finished our unit on algebra by applying their learning through 

reasoning and problem solving. In Year 5, we’ve been improving and extending our division 

skills by exploring short division methods and how we can 

be more efficient. In Year 4, we’ve started a new unit on 

fractions. This has seen us already starting to think about 

mixed numbers and counting beyond 1.  

 

In our science learning this week, we’ve completed our 

learning about the human digestive system. We’ve learned 

about the nutrients our bodies need to grow, repair and 

function and how our 

digestive system allows us to 

extract these from food. To bring all our learning together we 

worked in groups to write a new voice over for an animation 

showing food’s passage through the digestive system.  
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In art this week, we painted our Viking style pendants and they are 

looking amazing. We’re looking forward to adding cord after half term. 

Then we explored the work of 4 wire artists and played around with 

drawing using a continuous line. We even began using this technique to 

design our own Viking ship figurehead which we will make out of wire 

after half term.  

 

Finally, in computing this week, we’ve 

explored all the ways the internet can 

influence us and change our behaviour 

using the Safer Internet Day resources. 

First, we took a trip down (Mrs Arnold’s) 

memory lane and find out about how 

technology has changed over time and the ways it has improved life. 

We designed our own futuristic technology to improve the world in 20 

years’ time. Then, we looked at persuasive design and how apps, 

games and media platforms use these to make us stay online longer 

and spend more money. Finally, we had to think really hard about 

different scenarios we might come across online and decide whether 

or not its influence was negative or positive.  

 

Librarians and Non-Fiction Friday!  

 

We’d like to say a huge 

thank you to our librarians 

for helping to tidy and re-

organise the library- it 

made choosing non-fiction 

books for the holidays very 

easy!  
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We hope that everyone has a well-deserved rest over the half-term 

holidays! We’ll see you all back in school on Monday 19th 

February. 


