
 

Week beginning 5
th
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Learners of the Week: Grace, Lockie and Zach 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  189    Helvellyn  181   Blencathra  162 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

What a wonderful, first week back we have had in 

Class One with lots of brilliant learning and fun! 

 

In our maths learning in Nursery this week, we have 

been focusing on ordinal numbers which refer to 

numbers in sequence, for example 1st, 2nd, 3rd etc. We 

developed our understanding of 

these ordinal numbers using stories 

and different activities in which we 

had to order objects when playing 

games and undertaking challenges. 

We also continued to secure our 

knowledge of counting up to and 

back from 10. 

 

In our maths learning in Reception this week, we have been developing our understanding of 

early addition. We have been using books and objects to support us when adding objects together 

and counting on from a given number. We have also been exploring number tracks and 

sequencing numbers in order. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception, we have been exploring the trigraphs ure, 

ear and air. We enjoyed applying our knowledge when writing about something 

we have enjoyed doing recently or are looking forward to it. We did some 

amazingly detailed drawings then 

used our phonic skills to form 

sentences, including tricky words and 

digraphs and trigraphs. In phonics in 

Nursery, we have been playing splat the sound and 

nursery rhyme. We have also been developing our 

blending skills and have been practising linking letters 

to their corresponding sounds.  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, we 

continued our learning about sacred texts for different 

religions. This week we focused on the Torah within the 

religion of Judaism. We looked at images of the Torah 

and learnt about the tool Yad, Hebrew for hand, which 

is used to track as you read. We also watched a video 

in which a little boy described to us what a Torah is 

and why it is important and watched someone scribing 

the letters of the Torah in Hebrew. We 

had an interesting discussion about 

different languages, spoken and 

written, and how people may speak 

using a language we know and 

recognise but may also be able to 

speak or read other languages. 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning, we 

continued to learn about animal classification groups, this 

week focusing on birds. We learnt about some of the different 

characteristics that birds share and 

discussed similarities/ differences between 

birds, mammals and amphibians.  

 

In Reception and Year 1, we then formed 

pictures and sentences to describe the 

characteristics of birds. 

 

In our design technology and expressive arts and design learning we 

continued making our puppets. They are looking brilliant and are almost 

finished! We have worked really hard to develop our skills and are now far more confident when 

sewing and joining different materials together. 

In our PSHE and understanding 

the world learning, we have 

started learning about families. 

We all loved sharing and talking 

about our families and want to 

say a huge thank you for all 

the families that shared their 

family photos on Tapestry. It 
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was lovely to have the opportunity to talk and celebrate each unique family. 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In our PE learning this week we began 

preparations for Sports Day.  We enjoyed 

doing the relay race, javelin, discus and 

shot putt.   

 
 

In our maths learning this week, we have been continuing our work on time. In Year 1, we have 

been focussing on days of the week and we learnt a song, which we all really enjoyed. We then 

began learning the months of the year and sorting them into the correct order. In Year 2 and 3, 

we have been continuing our learning of telling them time on an analogue clock, while, in Year 

3, we stretched our learning by telling the time on a digital clock also. 

 

 

In our literacy learning this week, we began our Cold Write based on a tale of fear.  We also 

began reading our new class story; The Sheep Pig. 

 

In our science learning this week, we began an investigation to find out what plants need in 

order to grow. We made predictions and then planted seeds, changing the variables to establish 

which seeds would grow best. 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week in our phonics learning, we have been learning 

about at the prefix ‘un’ and we had to complete the table 

putting the words into the correct place with the prefix at the 

start of each word. We carefully used our noticing skills to 

ensure our words were in the correct columns and with the 

correct spellings. After looking at the prefix ‘un’ we started to 

look at compound words like; 

foot + ball = football and play + 

ground = playground. We 

discussed that the first and 

second word had to make sense 

on their own to form a 

compound word.  
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In our geography learning this week, we have started to 

learn all about earthquakes and volcanoes. We studied the 

‘ring of fire’ where most of the Earth’s earthquakes and 

volcanoes take place around the edges of the Pacific Ocean. 

On a blank map, we had to plot where ‘the ring of fire’ is 

and mark the main volcanoes. Next, we learnt how 

earthquakes and 

volcanoes can start 

due to the activity of the world’s tectonic plates. We had 

to work in pairs to mark on a map where the tectonic 

plate boundaries are which stretched our noticing skills as 

we had to transfer the information onto our own maps. 

After marking the tectonic plate boundaries, we had to 

reason and explain to our partner all about the ring of 

fire and the tectonic plates. 

   During our maths 

learning this week, we have been learning the months of the 

year. We had to work in groups to put the months of the year 

in the correct order capitalising on our 

previous learning. As part of the maths 

learning, we have been using the terms 

before and next. We challenged 

ourselves by asking each other 

questions, such as; Which month comes 

before March? Which month comes after July? We are now more confident 

with knowing the months of the year and we also learnt a rhyme to help 

us to remember how many days there are in each month.  

   

 

As part of our history learning, we have started to learn all 

about the history of the first flight. We watched a video that 

showed us that the first flight of an engine-powered 

aeroplane took place on 17th December 

1903. Two brothers, Wilbur and Orville 

Wright, flew their powered aircraft for 12 seconds after taking off from a 

beach at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. We started to do some research into 

the first flight and the Wright brothers. It was very interesting to learn 

about the history of inventors attempting to fly and the reasons why 

people wanted to fly. In the next few weeks, we will be writing an 

explanation text to explain why people wanted to fly.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

Welcome back! It is hard to believe we’ve been back in school for a full week already, especially 

with just how much learning that we have managed to complete! 

 

In our maths learning, we are all working hard to consolidate and 

apply what we know already in a range of different and 

increasingly complex ways. In Year 6, we have now completed all 

of our maths units so we are working on a range of problem-

solving scenarios that - this week - are focused on food and 

bakeries! So far, we’ve used and applied our knowledge of finding 

the value of 1 (when given a total cost of items); working out 

which sack of potatoes is the best value when prices are given per 

KG (or fractions of); calculating percentages of amounts and applying our knowledge of decimal 

numbers and money...and that was just in one lesson alone! Over the course of the week, we 

have continued to stretch our collaboration learning muscle to solve these problems and really 

stretch our reasoning learning muscle to prove which ingredient was the best value and why. In 

Year 5, we have been continuing to learning about adding and subtracting decimals (as well as 

multiplying and dividing them by 10, 100 and 1000) and - in Year 4 - we too have been learning 

more about decimals numbers but with a focus on money. We quickly realised that our last unit 

(on decimal numbers) would be very useful when reading, writing, partitioning and creating 

different amounts using coins and decimal notation! 

 

In literacy, we have started a new book: 

Floodland. Based on the idea that Norwich 

has been flooded and society is no longer a 

safe and well-organised place, we have all 

enjoyed finding out a little more about the 

main character (Zoe) and how life has 

changed for her. In our VIPERS learning, we 

have used this new book to learn and explore 

a range of new vocabulary that we hope to 

weave into our narratives in the coming 

weeks and we have also been exploring how 

the author shows the character traits of Zoe by delving deeper into the 

techniques used in chapter 2. This book has a very different tone to 

ones that we  have read this year and we are all gripped by the action, suspense and unknown 

elements. We can’t wait to find out what is happening next!  
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In our French learning this week, we have started a brand new unit: what clothes are you 

wearing? At the beginning of the lesson, we recapped how to say a range of colours (in French) 

as we will need this knowledge over the next few weeks. Having shown just how much we had 

remembered, we quickly moved on to exploring the names of clothing items and applying our 

understanding of un, une and des to describe singular or plural clothing items. Finally, we 

practised describing the clothes that we were wearing, with us beginning to add in the colour of 

each item as we were feeling so confident in our knowledge!  

 

In our design and technology learning, we have been stretching our making 

links learning muscle to create electrical circuits. At the beginning of our 

lesson, we recapped the scientific symbols and circuit diagrams that we 

would need to use when planning out our circuits, before learning about the 

role that a pulley plays in making the wheels in our car turn. After creating 

a plan of our circuits (which included cells, 

wires, a motor and a switch), we set about 

making them. By the end of the lesson, most of us had 

successfully created a working circuit (having problem-solved 

and worked through any errors or problems) and some of use 

even managed to test out a pulley to explore the effect it would 

have on how the wheels turned. We are looking ahead to 

attaching these to our cars and then creating the artwork needed 

to represent Victorian vehicle design. Despite this being a design 

and technology lesson, we have really stretched our making links learning muscle and it has 

been great to see all of our science, maths and art learning and progress coming together to 

produce some high quality products.  
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Finally, on Friday, we welcomed some 

special visitors into our class to support 

our PSHE and geography learning based 

on climate change. Joining us from 

United Utilities and The Lake Distric 

National Parks, Louise helped us to consolidate and apply our knowledge 

of climate change and the water cycle to explore how we can save water 

and use it responsibly. We all made a promise to try and do one thing to 

save a bit more water, having found out just how much water we use 

when have a bath or shower; brush our teeth with the tap on or off and when we use a hose 

pipe. It was fascinating to be able to visualuse just how much water is used each the toilet is 

flushed, too. At the end of the afternoon, we found out about fat 

bergs and how putting the wrong things down the toilet can cause 

damage to homes and the environment. We were all really pleased 

to be given a shower timer too as United Utilities have calculated 

that 4-minute showers are the 

most environmentally-friendly 

length!   
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

We’ve had a lovely week of learning in our foundation subjects with 

plenty of opportunities for creativity. On Wednesday, we carried on 

with our art topic on LS Lowry. We learned more about his painting 

techniques and his colour palette. Lowry only used 5 colours to 

create his paintings so we recapped our colour mixing knowledge 

and practised grading and blending 

before we began. Taking inspiration 

from Lowry’s painting, Coming out of 

School, we then sketched out our own 

urban scene and following Lowry’s 

style and techniques, like scraping and using our hands, added 

paint. As Lowry painted many layers to build up the detail in his 

paintings, we’re looking forward to adding more and finishing 

our masterpieces next week. 

 

In geography this week, we completed a very tricky POP (proof of progress) task to see how 

much we understand and can recall about climate change. Mrs Arnold gave us a blank sheet of 

paper and asked us to draw and label a diagram that explains and describes what climate 

change is, what causes it and what impact it has or might have on 

people, animals and environments. Well, we well and truly blew Mrs 

Arnold’s socks off with what we could remember and how well we 

were able to communicate our 

knowledge and understanding! 

Everyone’s pages were full of facts, 

geographical vocabulary and 

explanations about climate change, 

it was really quite impressive. 

Next, we recapped all our learning 

about wildfires ready for an 

exciting afternoon we have 

planned in a couple of weeks when 

a local wildfire expert is coming to visit us. We were all pretty shocked and upset at the impact 

wildfires can have on the environment and the people and animals that live there so we’ve 

gathered together some questions to ask our expert and have begun to plan out a project to raise 

awareness in our local community about wildfires and how they start. We had so many brilliant 

ideas about how we could communicate our messages and how we could spread them near and 

far to try and prevent, what sadly is becoming a frequent occurrence in our local area.  
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Poetry by Heart  

 

We got some exciting post this week from the judging panel 

at Poetry by Heart. They were really impressed with all our 

entries and enclosed a certificate and feedback for all the 

children we put forward into the national competition. We did so well with two groups getting 

commended and two others getting highly commended (which are the highest awards you can 

get!!) Everyone who took part should be really proud of their efforts and we’re really looking 

forward to doing it all again next year!  

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Play and Learning 

We’ve been enjoying making potions and gardening this week! 
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